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"  Vengeance  is  still  alive  ;  from  her  dark  covert, 
With  all  her  snakes  erect  upon  her  crest. 
She  stalks  in  view,  and  fires  me  with  her  charms." 
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CUAPTER  I. 


It  was  during  tho  midnight  watch,  late 
in  Soptomber,  17G3,  that  tho  English  garri- 
son of  Detroit  WHS  thrown  into  tho  utmost 
consternation  by  tho  sudden  and  myster- 
ious introduction  ot  a  stranger  within  its 
walls.  Tho  circumstance  at  this  moment 
was  particularly  remarkable  ;  for  the  period 
was  BO  fearful  and  pregnant  with  events  of 
danger,  tho  fort  being  assailed  on  every 
sido  by  a  powerful  and  vindictive  foe,  that 
a  caution  and  vigilance  of  no  common  kind 
were  unceasingly  exercised  by  the  prudent 
governor  for  tho  safety  of  those  committed 
to  hia  charge.  A  long  series  of  hostilities 
had  been  pursued  by  tho  North  American 
Indians  against  tho  subjects  of  England, 
withm  tho  few  years  that  had  succeeded  to 
the  final  subjection  of  tho  Canadas  to  her 
viotorioua  arms ;  and  many  and  sanguinary 
were  the  conflicts  in  vhich  the  devoted 
soldiery  were  made  to  succumb  to  the  cun- 
ning and  numbera  of  their  savage  enemies. 
In  those  lone  regions,  both  officers  and 
men,  in  their  respective  ranks,  were,  by  a 
communionship  of  suffering,  isolation,  and 
peculiarity  of  duty,  drawn  towards  each 
other  with  feelings  of  almost  fraternal  affec- 
tion ;  and  the  fates  of  those  who  foil  were 
lamented  with  sincerity  of  soul,  and  aveng- 
ed, when  opportunity  offered,  wiiha  dcter- 
miiiation  prompted  cqunlly  by  iiidiijnation 
and  despair.  This  sontiniont  o\'  union,  ex- 
isting even  between  men  ami  c  :".'.  ■<"  h  of  dif- 
icrent  corps,  was,  with  occasini,  1  excep- 
tions, of  course  doubly  strengthened  among 
those  who  fought  under  tho  same  colois, 
and  acknowledged  tho  same  head  ;  and.  as 
it  often  happened  in  Canada,  during  this 
mteresting  period,  that  a  single  regiment 
was  distril)Utod  into  two  or  three  fortresses, 
each  so  far  removed  from  the  other  tliat 
communication  could  with  tho  utmost 
facility  bo  cut  off,  tho  anxiety  and  uncer- 
tainty of  these  detachments  became  pro- 
portioned to  the  danger  witli  which  thoy 
knew  themselves  to  bo  more  immodiatoly 
beset.  Tho  girrison "f  Detroit,  at tiio  date 
above  named,  coni-isted  of  a  third  of  tlio 

regiment,  tho  romiiiiider  of  wliich 

occupied  the  forts  of  Micliilli?nMckiiiaoand 
Niagara,  and  to  each  division  o''  this  regi- 
ment v/as  attached  an  otficer''-'  •  immandof 
artillery.  It  is  true  that  no  in.  aiateovort 
act  of  hostility  had  for  some  timo  been  per- 

Eetrated  by  tho  Indians,  who  were  assem- 
Icd  in  forco  around  tho  former  garrison ; 
hut  tho  experienced  officer  to  wliom  tho 
command  had  been  intrusted  was  too  sen- 


sible of  tho  craftiness  of  the  surrounding 
hordes  to  bo  deceived  by  any  outward  sem- 
blance of  amity,  into  neglect  of  those 
measures  of  precaution  which  were  so 
indis2)ensablo  to  tho  security  of  his  trust. 

In  this  ho  pursued  a  lino  of  policy  hap- 
pily adapted  to  tho  delicate  nature  of  his 
position.  Unwilling  to  excite  tho  anger  or 
wound  the  pride  of  tho  chiefs,  by  any  out- 
waid  mauil'estation  of  distrust,  ho  atiected 
to  confide  in  tho  sincerity  of  their  profes- 
sions, and,  by  inducing  his  officers  to  mix 
occasionally  m  their  councils,  and  his  men 
in  tho  amusements  of  the  inferior  warriors, 
contrived  to  impress  tho  conviction  that  he 
reposed  altogether  on  their  faith.  But, 
although  these  acts  were  in  some  degree 
coerced  by  tho  necessity  of  the  times,  and 
a  perfect  knowlodgo  of  all  the  misery 
that  must  acc-uo  to  them  in  the  event  of 
their  provoking  tho  Indians  into  acts  of 
open  hostility,  tho  prudent  governor  took 
such  precautions  as  were  deemed  efficient 
to  defeat  any  treacherous  attempt  at  vio- 
lation of  tho  tacit  treaty  on  tho  part  of 
the  natives.  Tho  officers  never  ventvu'ed 
out,  unless  escorted  by  a  portion  of  their 
men,  who,  although  appearing  to  be  dis- 
persed among  the  warriors,  still  kept  suffi- 
ciently together  to  bo  enabled,  m  a  moment 
of  emergency,  to  afford  succor,  not  only  to 
each  other,  but  to  their  superiors.  On 
these  occasions,  as  a  further  security  against 
surprise,  tho  troops,  leit  within,  were  in- 
structetl  to  be  in  readiness,  at  a  moment's 
warning,  to  render  assistance,  if  necessary, 
to  their  cciipanions,  who  seldom,  on  any 
occasion,  ventured  out  of  reach  of  the  can- 
non of  the  fort,  tho  g;\to  of  which  was  her- 
metically closed,  while  numerous  supernu- 
merary sentinels  were  posted  along  the 
ramparts,  with  a  view  to  give  tho  alarm  if 
anything  extraordinary  was  observed  to 
occur  without. 

Painful  and  harassing  as  were  tho  pre- 
cautions it  was  Ibund  necessaiy  to  adopt  ^ 
on  these  occasions,  and  littlo  desirous  as 
W(>r(;  tho  garrison  to  niinglo  with  tho  na- 
tives on  sucli  terms,  still  tho  plan  was 
pursued  by  tho  governor  from  iho  pohcy 
alreaiiy  named;  n:iy,  it  was  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  future  interests  of  England  that 
tho  Indians  should  bo  won  over  by  acts  of 
confidence  and  kindness ;  and  so  littlo  dis- 
position had  hitherto  been  manifested  by 
tho  English  to  conciliate,  that  every  thing 
was  to  bo  a])prehendcd  from  the  untame- 
ablo  rancor  with  which  these  people  were 
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hnt  too  well  disposod  to  ropny  n  noplivt  nt 
oiico  >;allin><  to  thuk  itriclo  imd  iiyuiiuuu  to 
tluir  iiitirf.st.s. 

Sucli,  i\)V  i\  toim  of  many  months,  Imd 
bficn  llio  trying  luid  piiinliil  duty  tlmt  ha<l 
<levi>lvL'<lon thog(jvoinorot'  Ditioit;  wlu-n, 
ill  tho  hunimor  of  1703,  tho  wtiolo  of  tho 
westoin  tribes  of  hnliaus,  as  if  actuiitcd 
\>y  ouo  common  irujiulse,  euddeuly  tlirow 
oft' tho  musk,  and  commenced  ii  series  of 
t  ho  most  Buviigetrespassos  upon  tho  English 
hottlora  in  tho  vicinity  of  tho  bcveral  g.irri- 
frons,  who  wcro  cut  cfT  in  <lel;iil,  without 
mercy  uud  without  icl'ercnco  to  either  ngo 
or  sex.  On  tho  iirst  ahirm  tho  weak  bodies 
of  troops,  as  a  lot t  measure  of  security,  slmt 
themselves  up  in  their  respective  forts, 
where  they  were  as  incapable  of  rendering 
itdsistanco  to  others  as  of  receiving  it  them- 
helves.  In  this  eiuergoncy  thojjrudenco  ajid 
Jurethought  of  tho  governor  of  I)etroit  were 
c  miucntly  t'ons{)iouous  ;  for,  liaving  long 
foreseen  tho  possibility  of  fiuoh  a  crisis,  Lo 
liiul  caused  a  jiKntiful  supply  of  all  that 
waaneeessary  to  the  subsistence  and  defence 
of  the  garrison  to  bo  provided  at  an  earlier 
j)eriod,  so  that,  if  foiled  in  then-  attempts  at 
stratagem,  there  was  littlo  chance  that  tho 
Indians  would  speedily  reduce  them  by  fa- 
mine. To  guai'u  against  the  former,  a  vigi- 
1  mt  watch  was  constantly  kept  by  tho  gar- 
1  isou  both  day  and  night,  while  the  senti- 
nels, doubled  in  number,  were  constimtly 
on  tho  alert.  Strict  attention,  moreover, 
was  paid  to  such  jiarts  of  tho  rampai'ts  as 
wcro  considoredmobt assailable  by  acunning 
and  midnight  enemy;  and,  in  order  to  pro- 
vent  tmy  imprudence  on  tho  part  of  tho 
garrison,  all  tgress  or  ingress  was  jjrohibit- 
cd  that  Lad  not  tho  immediate  sanction  of 
the  chief.  With  this  view  tho  keys  of  tho 
gate  were  given  in  trust  to  the  officer  of  tho 
guard;  to  whom,  however,  it  was  interdicted 
to  vise  them  luilcss  by  direct  and  );ositlvo 
order  of  the  governor.  In  addition  to  this 
j)recaution,  tlie  sfMilinels  on  duty  at  the 
gate  had  strict  jirivate  instructions  not  to 
suffer  any  one  to  pass  cither  in  or  out  un- 
less conducted  by  tho  governor  in  person ; 
and  this  restricUon  extended  even  to  the 
ofiBcor  of  tho  guard. 

Sue]  I  being  the  cautious  discipline  esta- 
blished in  tho  fort,  tho  appearance  of  a 
titranger  within  the  walls  at  tho  still  hour 
of  midnight  could  not  fail  to  be  regarded 
as  an  extraordinary  cvent,and  to  cxcito  an 
appreliension  which  could  scarcely  have 
been  fcurpjassed  had  a  numerous  and  armed 
"Land  of  savages  sucklenly  appeared  among 
them.  Tho  lu-st  intimation  of  this  fiictwas 
given  by  tho  violent  ringing  of  an  alarm 
bell ;  a  rope  communicating  with  which  waa 
suspended  in  tho  governors  apartments, 
for  the  purpose  of  arousing  tho  slumbering 
soldiers  in  any  cose  of  jjressing  emergency. 
Soon  afterward.s  the  governor  himself  was 


seen  to  issue  from 
area  of  the  pai-ad( 


his  rooms  in  the  open 
,  clad  in  his  dressing 
gown,  and  bearing  a  lamp  in  one  hand  and 
a  nakinl  swurd  in  tho  otlier.  His  counte 
nanco  was  jiale,  and  his  features,  violently 
agitated,  betrayed  a  Bourco  of  alarm  wliidi 
those  who  were  familiar  with  his  usual 
haughtiness  of  manner  were  ill  able  to 
coinjireliend. 

"  Which  way  dill  ho  go? — why  ntand  yo 
hero? — follow  —  jjursuo  him  (juickly— let 
him  not  escape,  on  your  lives  I"  These 
sentences,  hurriedly  and  imjjatiently  utter- 
ed, were  addressed  to  tho  two  sentinels 
who,  stationed  in  front  of  his  apartments, 
h.ul,  on  tho  llrst  sound  of  alarm  from  the 
l)ortcntous  bell,  lowered  their  muskets  to 
tho  chai'ge,  and  now  stood  immovublo  in 
that  position. 

'•Who  does  your  honor  mane?"  replied 
one  of  tho  men,  stai-tled,  yet  bringing  his 
arms  to  the  "Kccover,"  m  salutation  of 
his  chii'f. 

"  Why,  tho  man — tho  stranger — the  fel- 
low who  has  just  i)as8ed  you." 

"Not  a  living  soul  has  passed  us  since 
our  watch  commenced,  your  lionor,"  ob- 
served tho  second  sentinel ;  "  and  we  have 
now  been  hero  upwards  of  an  hour." 

"Impossible,  sirs:  ye  have  been  asleep 
on  yoiu-  j'osts,  or  yo  must  have  seen  hiin. 
Ho  passed  this  way,  and  could  not  have 
escaped  your  observation  had  ye  been  atten- 
tive to  your  duty." 

"  Well,  sm-e,  and  your  honor  knows  bist," 
rejoined  tho  lu-st  sentinel ;  "  but  so  hilp  me 
St.  I'atrick,  as  I  have  si/ved  man  and  boy 
in  your  honor's  rigiiiiout  this  twelve  years, 
not  even  the  iifcf  h  of  a  man  has  passed  me 
this  blissod  night.  And  here's  my  comrade 
Jack  ILdlord,  who  will  take  his  Bible  oath 
to  tho  same,  with  all  duo  difirinco  to  your 
honor."  Tlio  pithy  reply  to  this  eloquent 
attempt  at  exculpation  was  a  brief  "  Si- 
lence, sirrah,  walkabout!" 

Tho  men  brought  their  muskets  onco 
more,  and  m  silence,  to  tho  shoulder,  and 
in  obedience  to  the  command  of  their 
chief,  resumed  their  limited  walk,  crossing 
each  other  at  regular  intervals  in  tho  course 
that  enfiladed,  as  it  were,  th/»  only  entrance 
to  tho  governor's  apartments. 

Meanwhile  everything  was  bustle  and 
commotion  among  the  garrison,  who,  roused 
from  sleep  by  tho  ajipalling  sound  of  the 
alarm  bell  at  that  late  hour,  were  hastily 
arming.  Throughout  the  obscurity  might 
be  seen  tho  flitting  forms  of  men.  whoso 
already  fully  accoutred  persons  proclaimed 
tliem  to  bo  of  the  guard  :  while  in  the  lofty 
barracks,  numerous  lights  flashing  to  and 
fro,  and  moving  with  rapidity,  attested  the 
alacrity  with  which  tho  troops  off  duty  were 
equipping  for  some  service  of  more  than 
ordinary  interest.  So  noiseless,  too,  was 
this  preparation,  as  far  as  speech  was  con- 


tTACOCSTA  ;   OR,  THE  PRoPnEf  Y. 


S  ■ 


c<»mp<l,  thftt  tho  occiieional  opening  and 
Hhultiiig  (if  puns,  un<l  liuKinx  of  niinro(l.s  j 
to  nBceilaiii  tho  rffu-icncy  of  tim  muMk(!tM, 
ini^ht  lio  !iciu<l  «liatiiiitly,  iit  tho  Htilhu's-s  ^ 
of  the  niglit,  Htiiiiifstiincc^of  iiiiiny  furlongs*,  i 

He,  however,  wlio  huxl  toiu;h«.'(l  tho  heeict ' 
Kprhig  of  nil  tliis  ijictiirew(Hio  niovonant, 
whatovor  might  bo  his  j,'raiification  ami 
approval  of  tho  proniptitiulo  with  wliuii 
tho  summons  to  aims  had  been  anhWcroil 
by  his  bravo  troops,  was  far  from  bchig 
wholly  satistio<l  witli  tho  nci-no  ho  had  con- 
jured up.  Kecovcred  from  tho  tir«t  and 
irri'pressiblo  agitation  which  had  driven 
him  to  HOun<l  th«;  tocsin  of  ulurm,  ho  felt 
how  derogatory  to  his  military  dignity  and 
proverbial  coolness  of  character  it  might 
bo  considerc;d,  to  have  awakened  a  whoh> 
garrison  from  their  clumbers,  when  a  few 
tilos  of  tho  guar<l  would  liavo  answered  his 
purpose  eijually  well.  Besides,  bo  much 
timo  had  been  suilered  to  elapse,  that  the 
stranger  might  havo  escaped :  and  if  so, 
how  many  might  bo  dispose(l  to  ridicule 
his  alarm,  and  con^itler  it  as  emanating  from 
an  imagination  dijturb<Hl  by  siceji,  rather 
tlian  caused  liy  tho  actual  i)reseneo  of  one 
endowed  like  themselves  witli  tho  faculties 
of  speech  and  motion.  For  a  moment  ho 
hesitated  whether  he  should  not  counter- 
mand tho  summons  to  arms  which  had  been 
so  precipitately  given  ;  but  when  ho  recol- 
lected the  harrowing  threat  that  had  been 
breathed  in  his  ear  l-y  his  midnight  vii>itor, 
— when  ho  reflected,  moreover,  that  even 
now  it  was  probable  ho  was  lurkhig  within 
tho  precincts  of  tho  fort  with  a  view  to  the 
destruction  of  all  that  it  contained, — when, 
in  short,  ho  thought  of  tho  imminent  din- 
ger that  must  attend  them  should  ho  be 
suffered  to  escape, — he  felt  tho  necessity  of 
precaution,  and  determined  on  his  mea- 
sures, even  at  the  risk  of  manifesting  a  pru- 
denco  which  might  bo  construed  unfavor- 
ably. On  re-entering  his  apartments,  he 
found  his  orderly,  who,  roused  by  tho  mid- 
night tumult,  stood  waiting  to  receive  the 
commands  of  his  chief. 

"  Desiro  Major  Blackwater  to  come  to  me 
immediately."  Tho  mandate  was  quickly 
obeyed.  In  a  few  seconds  a  short,  thick-set 
and  elderly  officer  mado  his  appearance  m 
a  gray  military  undress  frock. 

"Blackwater,  wo  havo  traitors  within 
the  fort.  Let  diligent  searcli  bo  mado  in 
every  part  of  the  barracks  for  a  stranger, 
an  enemy,  who  has  managed  to  procure 
admittance  among  us  :  let  every  nook  and 
cranny,  every  empty  cask,  bo  examined 
forthwith  ;  and  cause  a  number  of  addition- 
al sentinels  to  be  stationed  along  the  ram- 
r)arts,  in  order  to  intercept  his  escape." 

"Good  heaven,  ia  it  possible V"  said  the 
major,  wiping  the  pei"spiration  from  his 
brows,  though  tho  night  was  unusually 
chilly  for  the  season  of  the  year: — "how 


could  he  contrive  to  enter  a  place  bo  vigil- 
antly guarded?" 

"  Ask  me  not  hinr,  Blackwater,"  rettimcd 
the  governor,  f-eriously  ;  "  let  it  nuflBco  thi't 
he  has  been  in  this  very  room,  and  that  ten 
minutes  since  ho  stootl  where  you  now 
stand." 

The  major  looked  aghast. — "  Gwl  blc«9 
me,  liow  singular  !  How  could  the  savago 
contrive  to  obtain  admission  ?  or  was  ho  in 
reality  an  Indian  V  '  "  No  more  nuestion.", 
Major  Blackwater.  Hasten  to  distribute 
the  men,  and  let  diligent  search  bo  mado 
everywhere;  and  recollect,  neither  officer 
nor  man  courts  his  i)illow  until  dawn." 

The  ••m.'jor'  emphatically  prefixed  to 
his  name  was  a  snllicient  hint  to  tho  stout 
officer  tliat  tho  doubts  thus  familiarly 
expressed  were  hero  to  cense,  and  that  ho 
was  now  addressed  in  tho  language  of 
authority  by  his  supenor,  who  expecte<l 
a  direct  and  prompt  compliance  with  hi'* 
onlers.  He  therefore  slightly  touched  hii 
hat  in  salutation,  and  withdrew  to  maki> 
the  tlispositions  that  had  been  enjoined  by 
his  colonel. 

Oii  i-egaining  the  parade,  ho  caused  tho 
men  already  forming  into  companies,  and 
answering  to  tho  roU-eall  of  their  respective 
non-commissioned  oflRcers,  to  bo  wheeled 
into  s(iuaro,  and  then  in  a  low  but  distinct; 
voice  stated  the  cause  of  alarm;  and,  having 
communicated  tho  orders  of  tho  governor, 
finished  by  recommending  to  each  tho 
exercise  of  the  most  scrutinising  vigilance  5 
as  on  tho  discoveiy  of  tho  individual  in 
rjuestion,  and  the  means  by  which  ho  ha<l 
contrived  to  procure  admission,  tho  safety  of 
t  ho  whole  giu-rison,  it  was  evident,  must 
depend. 

The  soldiers  now  dispersed  in  small  par- 
ties throughout  tho  interior  of  tho  fort, 
while  a  select  body  were  conducted  to  tho 
ramparts  by  tho  officers  themselves,  and 
distributed  between  tho  sentinels  already 
posted  there,  in  such  numbers,  and  at  sucli 
distances,  that  it  appeared  impossible  any- 
thing wearing  tho  human  form  could  pass 
them  unperceived,  even  in  tho  obscurity 
that  reigned  around. 

When  this  duty  was  accomplished,  tho 
officers  proceeded  to  tho  posts  of  the  sever- 
al sentinels  who  had  been  planted  since  tho 
last  relief,  to  ascertain  if  any  or  either  of 
them  hail  observed  aught  to  justify  tho  be- 
lief that  an  enemy  had  succeeded  in  scaling 
the  works.  To  all  their  inquiries,  however, 
they  received  a  negative  reply,  accompanied 
by  a  declaration,  more  or  less  positive  with 
each,  that  such  had  been  their  vigilance 
during  the  watch,  had  any  person  com^ 
within  their  beat,  detection  must  havo 
been  inevitable.  The  first  question  was 
put  to  the  sentinel  statione<l  at  the  gate  of 
tho  fort,  J.t  which  point  tho  wholo  of  tho 
officers  of  the  garrison  were,  with  one  or 
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two  except  ions,  now  nfl8on>Mfd.  Tho  nmn 
at  lirnt  I'viiii.'cd  a  gooil  dciil  ol'  ooafuMiun  ; 
but  thiM  ini^'ht  im»>^  I'l-om  tho  Hingulur  t'uct 
of  tlio  iiltinu  thiit  lisul  Im'oii  ^'ivcii,  ami  tlio 
equally  bingular  circuinstanco  of  Ills  bcinx 
thus  closely  intt'iTogatccl  hy  tho  cuUtM'tivo 
liodyol'liirt  olliciTH  :  he,  li>>W('V(>r,  pi-rsist- 
(hI  in  dodariiiK  that  In*  had  hcon  in  no  wiso 
inatti^iitivo  to  his  duty,  aial  that  no  i-auso 
tor  alarm  or  susiaciou  had  occurrod  near 
Ills  post.  Tho  otllccrs  tiicu,  m  order  to  wave 
time,  Bopnratod  into  two  i)artii!S,  itursuinjr 
opposito  fircuits,  and  airanfiinj;  tu  meet  ut 
thatpointol'  iho  nuninutswiiicli  was  inuno- 
diatcly  in  tho  rear,  and  over-looking  tho 
ccntro  of  tho  Homi-eircuhir  swoop  of  wild 
forost  whiih  cirounivontcd  iho  fort. 

"  Well.  Jilossinglon.  1  know  not  what  you 
think  of  this  Hort  of  work,''  ohsorvt.'d  iSir 
Evorard  Vallotort,  a  young  liouten ant  of 

tho  ri'ginu'nt,    rocenlly   ai'rived  Ironi 

England,  and  of  tho  i)arty  who  now  travcrs- 
eii  thoranijiartto  tho  right:  '•  butconl'oun«l 
mo  if  I  would  not  nither  bo  a  barber's  ap- 
prentice in  London,  upon  nothing,  and  lind 
myself  than  continue  a  lifo  of  this  kind 
much  longer.  It  positively  quite  knocks 
mo  up ;  ibr  what  with  early  rismgs,  and 
watchings — 1  had  almost  added  prayings — 
I  am  but  the  shadow  of  ray  former  self." 

"  Uist,  Valleiort,  hist  1  speak  lower,"  said 
Taptahi  Blessington,  tho  senior  oilicer  prc- 
Bont,  '•  or  our  search  must  bo  in  vain.  I'oor 
fellow  1"'  ho  pursued  laughuig  low  and  good 
huniorcdly  at  tho  j)icturo  of  miseries  thus 
solemnly  enumerated  by  his  subaltern  ; — 
"  how  much,  in  truth,  are  you  to  be  pitied, 
wlio  have  so  recently  basked  in  all  the  sun- 
nhino  of  enjo3'ment  at  homo.  For  our 
p;irts  wo  have  lived  so  long  amid  these 
savago  scenes  that  wo  have  almost  for- 
gotten whatluxuiy.  or  e.ven  comfort,  means. 
Doubt  not,  my  friend,  thatiu  time  you  will, 
hko  us,  bo  reconciled  to  the  change." 

'•Confound  mo  for  an  idiot,  then,  if  I 
give  myself  time,"  replied  Sir  Everard, 
alfectedly.  "  It  was  only  live  minutes  before 
that  cm'sed  alarm  bell  was  sounded  in  my 
ears,  that  I  had  made  up  my  mind  fully  to 
resign  or  exchange  tho  instant  I  could  do  so 
with  credit  to  myself ;  and,  I  am  sure,  to 
bo  called  out  of  a  warm  bed  at  this  un- 
Beasouablo  hour  ofl'ers  little  inducement 
for  me  to  change  my  opinion." 

''llesign  or  exchange  with  credit  to  your- 
self 1"  sullenly  observed  a  stout  tall  officer 
of  about  fifty,  whoso  spleen  might  well  be 
accounted  for  in  his  rank  of  "Ensign" 
Delme.  "Methinks  there  can  be  littlo 
credit  in  exchanging  or  resigning,  when 
one's  compfmions  are  left  behmd,  and  in  a 
post  of  danger." 

"By  Jasus,  and  ye  may  say  that  with  your 
own  pritty  mouth,"  remarked  another 
veteran,  who  answered  to  tho  name  of 
Lieutenant  Murphy ;  "  for  it  isn't  now.  while 


wo   are   surroundeil  and   bediviled  l)y  tlio 

savages,  (hat  any  man    of  tiie regiment 

hhoidd  i>e  after  talking  of  liating  aretruto." 

"  I  Koaioely  imderslandyou,  gentlemen," 
warmly  and  quickly  retorted  Sir  Everard, 
wlio,  with  all  his  dandyism  and  ellinunaoy 
of  manner,  was  of  u  high  and  rosuluto 
spirit.  '•  Do  eilhorof  you  fiuicy  that  I  want 
courage  to  face  a  positive  danger,  because 
I  may  not  liaj))ien  to  hav(!  any  particular 
vulgar  predilection  for  early  rising?" 

'•  MoMsensc,  N'alletort,  nonsense,"  inter- 
rujjted.  in  aci-ents  of  almost  I'ominino  sweet- 
ness, his  irieiid  Lieutenant  (  harlus  do  Llal- 
dimar,  tho  youngest  son  of  tho  govei'nor; 
"Alurphy  is  an  eternal  eiho  of  the  ojiinious 
of  those  who  look  forward  to  ])ron»otioni 
and  as  for  i)ehne — ilo  you  not  see  the  drift 
of  his  observation?  .Should  you  retire,  an 
you  have  threateneil,  of  course  another 
lieuleiiant  w  ill  bo  apj)oinlod  in  your  otead ; 
luit,  should  you  chance  to  lose  your  scalp 
during  tho  struggle  with  the  savages,  tho 
step  goes  in  the  regiment,  and  hi>,  being  tho 
senior  ensign,  obtains  promotion  in  conse- 
quence." 

"  Ah  I"  observed  Captain  Blessington, 
"  this  is  uideed  tho  greatest  curse  attached 
to  tho  profession  of  a  soldier.  Even 
among  those  who  most  esteem,  and  are 
ilrawni  towards  each  other  as  well  by  fellow- 
ship hi  jileasure  as  companionship  in 
danger,  this  vile  and  debasing  pruicij^lo — 
this  insatiable  desire  for  i)ersonal  advance- 
ment— is  certain  to  intrude  itself;  since  wo 
feel  that  over  tho  mangled  bodies  of  oui 
dearest  friends  and  companions,  wo  can 
alone  hope  to  attain  in-eferment  and  dis- 
tinction." 

This  conversation,  interrupted  only  by 
occasional  questioning  of  tho  sentinels 
whom  they  passed  in  their  circuit,  was  car- 
ried on  in  an  audible  whisper  which  the 
close  aijproximation  of  tho  parties  to  each 
other,  and  the  profomid  fitillness  of  the 
night,  enabled  them  to  hoar  with  distinct- 
ness. 

■yVhen  tho  conversation  dropped,  tha 
party  pursued  their  course  in  silence.  They 
had  just  passed  the  last  sentinel  posted  in 
then*  lino  of  circuit,  and  wero  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  immediate  rear  of  the  fortress, 
when  a  sharp  "  Hist  1"  and  sudden  halt  of 
their  leader,  Captain  Blessington,  threw 
them  all  into  an  attitude  of  tho  most  pro* 
found  attention. 

"  Did  you  hear  ?"  he  asked  in  a  subdued 
whisper,  after  a  few  seconds  of  silence,  in 
which  he  had  vainly  sought  to  catch  a  re- 
petition of  the  sound. 

"Assuredly,"  he  pursued,  finding  that 
no  one  answered,  "I  distimtly  heard  a 
liuman  groan."  "Where? — in  what  direc- 
tion ?"  asked  Sir  Everard,  and  Do  Haldimar 
in  the  same  breath. 

"  Immediately  opposite  to  ua  on  the  com- 
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inon.    But  soe,  horo  ato  tho  romaindor  ctf 
tho  party  stationury,  and  lialcuing  iil»o." 

They  now  Btolo  goutly  forwuid  n,  few 
paces,  ond  woro  Boon  at  tho  uido  of  their 
companions,  uU  of  Avhom  woro  Btruiuing 
thoir  nocks  and  Lending  their  hoads  in  tho 
uttitudo  of  men  listening  attentively." 

"Have  you  lioard  anything,  Erakino? 
lUiked  Captaui  lUostihigton  in  tho  Banio  low 
whisper,  and  udihobbiug  the oillcor  who  led 
tho  opiwttito  party. 

"Not  a  Bound  ourselves,  but  hero  is  Sir 
Evorard's  black  servant,  Sambo,  who  has 
just  riveted  our  attention,  by  declaring  he 
distinctly  heard  ;i  groan  towards  tho  bkirt 
of  tho  conunon."  "llo  i.^  right,"  hastily 
rejoined  Bloswington :   "  I  hoard  it  also." 

Again  a  death  liko  silence  ensued,  during 
which  tho  eyes  of  tho  ])arty  wero  ttrained 
eagerly  in  tho  direction  of  tho  common. 
Tho  night  was  clear  and  starry,  yet  tho 
dark  Bhadow  of  tho  broad  belt  of  forest 
threw  all  that  ]>art  of  tho  wasto  which  cauio 
within  its  iinincdiato  rango  into  impen- 
etrablo  obscurity. 

"  Do  you  SCO  n  uy  thing  ?' '  whispered  Vallo- 
tort  to  his  fiiond,  who  stood  next  him : 
'•look — look!"  and  ho  pointed  with  his 
finger.  "Nothing"  returned  Do  Ilaldunar, 
after  an  anxious  gazo  of  a  niinuto,  "  but 
that  dilapidated  old  bomb-proof." 

"See  you  not  Bomething  dark,  and  slight- 
ly moving,  immediately  in  a  lino  with  tho 
left  anglo  of  tho  bomb-proof?' '  Do  Ualdi- 
mar  looked. again.  "I  do  begin  to  fancy  I 
teo  something,"  ho  replied;  but  so  con- 
fusedly and  uidistinctly,  that  I  know  not 
whether  it  bo  not  merely  an  illusion  of  my 
imagination.  Perhaps  it  is  a  stray  Indian 
dog  devouring  the  carcass  of  the  wolf  you 
shot  yesterday." 

"Bo  it  dog  or  devil,  here  is  for  a  trial  of 
his  vulnerability.    Sambo,  quick,  my  riflo. ' ' 

Tho  young  negro  handed  to  ids  master 
one  of  those  long  heavy  rifles,  which  tho 
Indians  usually  make  choico  of  for  killing 
buffalo,  elk,  and  other  animals  whoso  wild- 
ness  renders  them  difficult  of  approach.  IIo 
then,  mibidden,  and  as  if  tutored  to  tho 
task,  placed  himself  in  a  stiff  upright  posi- 
tion in  front  of  his  master,  with  every  nerve 
and  muscle  braced  to  the  most  inflexible 
steadiness.  Tho  young  oflScer  next  threw 
tho  riflo  on  the  right  ehoulder  of  tho  boy 
for  a  rest,  and  prepared  to  take  his  aim  on 
the  object  that  had  first  attracted  his  atten- 
tion. 

"Make  haste,  massa, — him  go  directly, 
— Sambo  see  him  get  up." 

All  was  breathless  attention  among  the 
group  of  officers  |  and  when  the  sharp  tick- 
ing BOun(^,  produced  by  the  cocking  of  the 
rifle  of  their  companion,  fell  on  their  ears, 
they  bent  their  gaze  upon  the  point  towards 
which  the  murderous  weapon  was  levelled 
with  the  most  aching  and  intense  interest.  | 


"Quick,  quick,  moMa, — him  quito  up," 
again  whispered  tho  boy. 

Tho  words  had  Boircely  passed  his  lips, 
when  tho  crack  of  tho  rifle,  followed  by  u. 
bright  bluzo  of  light,  sounded  throughout 
tho  Btillnusd  of  tho  night  with  exciting 
Bharpness.  For  an  instant  all  waa  hushe<l : 
but  Hcarcoly  had  tho  distont  woods  ceased 
to  reverberate  tho  epuit-stirring  echoes, 
whtii  tilts  an.xious  group  of  oflicers  woro  Bur- 
pri^fd  and  startled  by  a  sudden  Hash,  the 
report  of  aHccond  riflo  fronj  tho  conunon, 
and  tho  whizzing  of  a  bullet  past  their  ears. 
This  was  instantly  succeeded  by  afierco,  wild, 
and  prolonged  cry,  expressive  at  once  of 
triumph  and  revi'Ugo.  It  waa  that  peculiar 
cry  which  an  Indian  utters  when  tho  reek- 
ing *'ali)  has  been  wrested  from  his  murder- 
ed victim. 

"Missed  him,  asl  am  aainner,"  exclaim- 
ed Sir  Evcrard,  springing  to  his  feet,  and 
knocking  tho  butt  of  his  riflo  on  tho 
ground  with  n  movement  of  impatience. 
"S;imbo,  you  young  scoundrel,  it  was  all 
your  fault, — you  movc<l  your  shoulder  as 
I  pulled  tho  trigger.  Thank  heaven,  how- 
ever, tho  aim  of  tho  Indian  appears  to 
have  been  no  better,  althougli  tho  sharp 
whistling  of  his  ball  proves  his  piece  to 
havo  been  well  levelled  for  a  random 
shot." 

"Ilis  aim  has  been  too  true,"  faintly 
pronounced  tho  voice  of  ono  somewhat  in 
tho  rear  of  his  companions.  "  Tho  ball  of 
tho  villian  has  found  a  lodgment  in  ray 
breast.  God  bless  yo  all,  my  boys ;  may 
your  fates  bo  moro  lucky  than  minol" 
Whilo  hrt  yet  spoke,  Lieutenant  Murphy 
sank  into  tho  arms  of  Blessiugton  ana  Do 
Ilaldimar,  who  had  flown  to  him  at  tho 
first  intimation  6f  his  wound,  and  waa  in 
the  next  instant  a  corpse. 


CHAPTER  II. 

"To  your  companies,  gentlemen,  to 
your  companies  on  the  instant.  There  is 
treason  in  the  fort,  and  wo  had  need  of  all 
our  diligence  and  caution.  Captain  Do 
Ilaldimar  is  missing,  and  tho  gate  has  been 
found  unlocked.  Quick  gentlemen,  quick; 
even  now  the  savages  may  be  around  us, 
though  unseen." 

"Captain  Do  Ilaldimar  missing  I — tho 
gate  unlocked  1"  exclaimed  a  number  of 
voices.  "Impossible! — surely  we  are  not 
betrayed  by  our  own  ,men."  "The  sen- 
tinel has  been  relieved,  and  is  now  in 
irons,"  resumed  tho  communicator  of  this 
startling  piece  of  intelligence.  It  waa  tho 
adjutant  of  the  regiment. 

"Away,  gentlemen,  to  your  posts  im- 
mediately," said  Captain  Blossington,  who, 
aided  by  De  Ilaldimar,  hastened  to  deposit 
the  stiffening  body   of  the   unfortunato 
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Murphy,  which  fhoy  n\i\\  (iu)>portf»<l,  tinon 
tho  rampart.  Thou  adflrossitiff  tho  n<lju- 
tnnt,  "Mr.  Lawsnn,  lot  ft  oouph^of  fllc^  lio 
ocnt  Immotliiitoly  to  removo  tho  bo<ly  of 
thoir  officer." 

"  That  ("hot  which  I  hcftnl  from  tlio  mm- 
mon,  ns  I  npnroacljod,  wa^  not  firc<l  iit 
rnndom,  I  find,"  olisorvoil  tlin  (wljiitant, 
n?  they  all  n(>w  hfwtily  (Ii"<rf>n<lcil  to  Join 
thf'irnion,  "  Wlioiiasi'ailcTi  V"  "Miir])hy, 
of  tlxi>  ffrcnadicrs/'  was  tho  reply  of  one 
ncftr  him. 

"Poor  f(»llowI  our  work  commonros 
hft<lly."  resumed  Mr.  Lawson  :  "Murpliy 
killeu,  and  C.intain  Po  Il.ildimar  miHsinf,'. 
Wo  had  few  ofncer.4  enoujih  tonp.are  heforc 
and  their  loss  will  bo  sovercly  felt ;  I  great- 
ly fear,  too,  theso  casualties  may  havo  ii 
tendency  to  discoura^o  the  men." 

"Nothing  moro  oa^y  than  to  supply 
their  place,  by  jjromotinK  some  of  oiu-  ohl- 
ost  sergeants,"  olcjerved  Knsi^n  I)(!lint>, 
who,  ns  well  ns  tho  ill-fated  Murphy,  had 
risen  from  tho  ranks.  "If  they  beh.ive 
themselves  well,  tho  king  will  contirm 
their  appointments." 

"But  my  poor  brother,  what  of  him, 
Lawson?  what  havo  you  loam t  connoctod 
with  his  disappearance  ?"  a-sked  Charles 
Po  Iluldimar  with  deep  emotion.  "  No- 
thing Balisfactory,  I  am  sorry  to  say,"  re- 
turned tho  adjutant:  "  in  fact,  tho  wIkjIo 
affair  is  n  mystery  which  no  ono  can  un- 
ravel;  even  at  this  moment  tho  sentinil, 
Frank  Halloway,  who  is  strongly  suspected 
of  being  privy  to  his  disappearance,  is  un- 
dergoing a  i^rivato  examination  by  your 
father,  the  governor." 

"Frank  Halloway  I"  repeated  tho  youth 
with  ft  start  of  nstonisliment ;  "surely 
Halloway  coidd  never  provo  n  traitor, — an<l 
especially  to  my  brother  whoso  lifo  ho 
onco  saved  at  tho  peril  of  his  own." 

Tho  officers  hml  now  gained  tho  parade 
when  tho  "Fall  in,  gentlemen,  fall  in," 
quickly  pronounce<l  by  Major  I'.lackwater, 
prevented  nil  further  questioning  on  tho 
part  of  young  Do  Ilaldimar.  Tho  scene, 
though  circumscribed  in  limit,  was  pictur- 
esque in  effect,  and  might  havo  been  hap- 
pily illustratod  by  tho  pencil  of  tho  paint- 
er. Tho  immodiato  area  of  tho  jtarade 
was  filled  with  armed  men,  distributed  in- 
to threo  divisions,  and  forming,  with  their 
respective  ranks  facing  outwards,  ns  many 
sides  of  a  hollow  square,  tho  modo  of  de- 
fence invariably  atlopted  by  tho  governor 
in  all  cases  of  sudden  alarm. 

In  a  few  minutes  from  tho  falling  in  of 
tho  officers  with  their  respective  compan- 
ies, tho  clank  of  irons  was  heard  in  the 
direction  of  tho  guard-room,  and  several 
forms  wore  seen  slowly  advancing  into  tho 
area  already  occupied  as  wo  havo  des- 
cribed. This  party  was  preceded  by  the 
adjutant  Lawson  who,  advancing  towards 


Major  niackwater,  rommunicntefl  ft  mos- 
sage,  thnt  was  followed  by  tho  command 
of  tho  latter  officer  for  tho  threo  divi.>*ion>t 
to  faco  inwardM.  Tho  officer  of  artillery 
also  gavo  tho  word  to  hi*  men  to  form 
lines  of  singlo  lihs  immediately  in  tho 
rear  of  their  respect ivo  guns,  leaving  spnco 
enough  for  tlio  cntranco  of  tho  approach- 
ing partv,  which  consisted  of  half  a  dozen 
tiles  of  tho  guani,  under  ft  non-connnission- 
cd  officer,  and  ono  whoso  manacled  limln 
rather  than  his  unaccoutrcd  uniform,  at- 
tested him  to  bo  not  merely  a  prisoner, 
l)ut  ft  prisoner  conlined  for  some  serious 
and  flagrant  offence. 

This  party  now  advanced  through  tho 
vacant  qiiarter  of  tho  square,  anil  took 
their  stations  immediately  in  tho  centre. 
Hero  tho  eoinitenances  of  each,  and  par- 
ticularly that  of  tho  prisoner,  who  was,  if 
wo  may  so  term  it,  tho  centre  of  that  cen- 
tre, were  thrown  into  strong  relief  by  tho 
bright  glare  of  tho  torches,  so  that  tho 
features  of  tho  prisoner  8too<l  revealed  to 
those  arountl  as  plainly  as  if  it  had  been 
noon  day.  Not  a  sound,  not  a  murmur, 
escaped  from  tho  ranks;  but,  though  tho 
etiquette  and  strict  lawa  <ji  ailitary  dis- 
ciplino  chained  all  qieech,  tho  workings  if 
tho  inward  minu  t  cmained  unchecked; 
and  a.H  thoy  recognized  in  tho  prisoner 
Frank  Halloway,  ono  of  tho  bravest  and 
boldest  in  tho  field,  an<l  as  all  had  liither- 
to  imagined,  ono  of  tho  most  devoted  to 
his  <lut y,  an  irrepressiblo  thrill  of  amaze- 
ment and  dismay  crept  throughout  tho 
frames,  and  for  a  moment  blancheil  tho 
cheeks  of  those,  especially,  who  belonged 
to  tho  same  company.  On  being  sum- 
moneil  from  their  fruitless  search  after 
tho  stranger,  to  fall  in  without  delay,  it 
had  been  whispered  among  tho  men  that 
treason  had  crept  into  tho  fort,  and  a 
traitor,  partly  detected  in  his  crime,  had 
been  arrested  an<l  thrown  into  irons;  but 
tho  idea  of  Frank  Halloway  being  that 
traitor  was  tho  last  that  could  havo  entered 
into  their  thoughts,  and  yet  they  now  be- 
held liim  covered  with  every  mark  of 
ignominy,  and  about  to  answer  his  high 
oll'ence,  in  all  human  probability,  with  hi* 
life. 

With  tho  officers  tho  reputation  of  Hal- 
loway for  courage  and  hdelity  stood  no 
less  high  ;  but,  wliilo  they  secretly  lament- 
ed tho  circumstances  of  his  defalcation, 
they  could  not  disguise  from  themselves 
tho  almost  certainty  of  his  guilt,  for  each, 
as  ho  now  gazed  upon  tho  prisoner,  recol- 
lected tho  confusion  and  hesitation  of  man- 
ner ho  had  evinced  when  questioned  by 
them  preparatory  to  their  ascending  to  tho 
ramparts. 

Onco  more  tho  suspense  of  tho  moment; 
was  interrupted  by  tho  entrance  of  other 
forms  into  tho  area.    They  wera  those  of 
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tho  ailjutniif,  f<jlIowe<l  l»y  n  drummer, 
bearing  hi-t  inHtriinioiit,  nn<l  tlii>  ^ovcrnor'M 
ordorly,  duirgutl  witli  pcii!*,  ink,  imiimt, 
and  ft  book  which,  from  it*  i>coiili)ir  fonn 
and  color,  tVfiy  ono  present  Knew  to  bo  n 
copy  of  tho  artiilo.H  of  war.  A  variety  <>1 
ocntonding  emotionn  puMHod  tliroii^'h  the 
brcEbts  of  many,  n*  they  witnosseil  tlie 
silent  proffroHH  of  theso  preparation**,  ren- 
dered painfully  interesting  by  the  j)eculiar- 
ity  of  their  pouition,  and  tiiu  wiidnoss  of 
tho  hour  nt  wiiich  tliey  thus  f  mnd  thom- 
sclves  nssonibk'd  toR'-ther.  Th')  prisoner 
hiniaelf  was  unmoved:  ho  stood  pnjud. 
cahii,  im<l  fearless,  nniid  tho  guard,  of 
whom  ht)  luid  so  recently  forme<l  one  ;  und 
though  his  countenanco  was  pule,  as  mucli, 
perliaps,  from  n  sonso  of  tho  ignominious 
characti  r  in  which  ho  appeared  as  from 
moro  private  considerations,  still  there 
was  nothui,"  f  donoto  either  tho  abject- 
ncHs  of  fear  or  >i  consckjusness  of  merited 
disgrace.  Unci-  )r  twieo  u  low  Bobbing, 
tluit  proceo<l'  d  at  intervals  from  ono  of 
tho  barrn  '  wind  iws,  caugb*  '  ioar,  iind  h« 
tumtd  !  glanco  in  thi  direction  with  a 
rf."<tl  -IS  anxiety,  whiv  li  ho  exerted  himself 
m  tho  instant  i.  ^rwuitls  to  repress;  but 
t Ills  WIS  th''  )pl  mark  of  emotion  ho  bo- 
traycid. 

Tho  above  dispositions  having  been  has- 
tily made,  tho  nujutant  and  his  assistants 
onco  moro  retu'od.  After  '  f^  Lipso  of  a 
minute  a  tall  martial-looking  man.  liabit- 
ed  in  a  blue  milii  uy  froi  k,  and  of  lianl- 
some,  thougli  s'.'-ni,  haug'ity,  and  intlexi- 
blo  features,  onlered  tho  area.  Jle  was  fol- 
lowe(!  by  Major  Blackwater,  tho  captain  of 
artillery,  and  uiljutant  Luwson. 

"  Aro  the  girrison  all  present,  Mr  Law- 
son  ?  aro  tho  ofRcers  nil  present?'' 

"  Ail  except  those  of  tho  guard,  sir,"  re- 
plied tho  ailjutant,  touching  his  hat  with 
a  submission  that  was  scrupulously  ex- 
acted on  all  occa-sions  of  duty  by  his  su- 
perior. 

'llio  governor  passed  his  hand  for  a  mo- 
ment over  his  brows.  It  seemed  to  those 
nrountl  him  as  if  tho  mention  of  that  guard 
had  called  up  recollections  which  gavo  him 
pa'n  ;  and  it  might  bo  so,  for  his  eldest  son 
(Japtaiii  Frederick  do  llaklimar,  had  com- 
manded tho  guard.  Whither  ho  had  dis- 
appeared, or  in  what  manner,  no  one  knew. 

'•Aro  tho  a"tillery  all  present,  Captain 
Wentworth?"  again  demanded  tho  gover- 
nor, after  a  moment  of  silence,  and  in  his 
•vonted  firm  authoritative  voice. 

"All  prekent.  sir,"  rejoined  tho  oflBcer, 
ollowing  the  example  of  the  adjutant,  and 
►■alutmg  his  chief. 

"Then  let  a  di-urnhoad  court-martial  be 
issembled  immediately,  ^fr.  Lawsori,  and 
•fithout  reference  to  tho  roster  let  tho  se- 
lior  officers  bo  selected.' 

The  adjutant  went  round  to  the  respec- 


tive divihions,  and  in  a  low  vniivi  warned 
Captain  Hli-s-ington,  and  tie*  four  Nenior 
Multalterns,  for  that  fluty.  Ono  by  ono  tho 
ofllcei-s,  as  they  were  ^nvemlly  oalle  I  upon, 
left  their  pl.K'es  in  tiii>H(|uai'e,and  sheathing 
their  MWoi-ds,  Ht<'i>iied  into  that  part  of  th.j 
area  npii"iiii"d  n  their  tetiiporary  emirt. 
They  w.ii.  ii"W  111!  Ms-embl,.(|,  and  ('a[)tain 
I'.leH-inglon,  tho  neniorof  his  rank  in  tho 
ganisoii,  wiis  preparing  to  ailministiT  tho 
cu.xtomary  oaths,  when  tho  prisoner  Ifallo- 
way  (Mlvanceil  a  paie  or  two  in  fmnt  of  hi-i 
escort,  and  removing  his  cap,  hi  a  cjfar.iirm 
but  respectful  voice,  thuii  addroHge<l  tho 
governor : — 

"ColoneldeHaldimar.that  I  am  no  trait- 
or, as  1  have  alreiwly  told  you,  tin- Almighty 
God,  before  whom  I  swore  allegiance  toliii 
majesty  can  bear  me  witness.  Appear- 
ances, I  own,  aro  against  mo  ;  but,  so  far 
from  being  a  traitor.  1  would  have  shed  my 
last  drop  of  blo(jd  in  defence  oft  he  garrison 
and  your  family.  Colonel  do  Ilaldiiaar," 
ho  pursued,  after  a  momentary  pause,  in 
rthich  ho  seemed  to  bo  BtiTiggling  (o  sub- 
due tlio emotion  which  rose, despiteof him- 
self, to  his  throat,  "  I  repeat,  I  am  no  tniit- 
or, and  I  scorn tijo  imputation — 1.  it  Ikmo  ii 
my  best  answer  to  tho  charge.  This  .vound, 
(and  ho  unbuttoned  his  jacket,  opened  his 
shirt,  and  disclosed  a  deep  scar  upon  liis 
white  cliest.)  this  wound  I  receivr'  I  in  de- 
fence of  my  cjipttiin's  life  at  Quebec.  Had 
I  not  loved  him  I  should  not  ho  have  ex- 
posed myself,  iicither  but  for  that  should  I 
now  stfmd  in  tho  situiHion  of  sliamo  an<l 
d anger,  hi  which  my  comrades  behold  mo." 

t^ery  lieart  was  touched  by  lliis  npp.al 
— tliis  bold  and  manly  appeal  to  tho  con- 
sideration of  tho  governor.  Tho  officers, 
especially,  who  wei'(}  fully  conversant  with 
tho  general  merit  of  Ilalloway,  wero  deeply 
affected,  and  Charles  do  Haldimar — tho 
young,  tho  generous,  tho  foeUng  Charles  do 
Haldimar-  -even  s'  fd  tears. 

'•What  mean  you,  prisoner?"  interrogat- 
ed tlio  governor,  after  n  short  pause,  during 
which  lio  rppeared  to  bo  weighing  and  de- 
ducing inferences  ^'rom  tho  expressions  ju.st 
uttered  "  What  mean  you.  by  stating,  but 
for  that  (.alluding  to  your  regard  for  Cap- 
tain do  Haldimar)  you  would  not  now  l)oiii 
this  situation  of  f'hamo  and  danger?  ' 

Tho  prisoner  hesitiitcd  a  moment ;  and 
then  rejoined,  but  in  a  tone  that  had  less 
of  Ih'mness  in  it  than  before, — "t.'oloneldo 
Haldimar,  I  am  not  at  liberty  to  state  my 
meaning  ;  for,  though  a  j)rivato  soldier,  I 
respect  my  wonl,  and  have  pledge*!  mj'self 
to  secrecy." 

''You  respect  your  worci,  and  have  pledg- 
ed yourself  to  pecrooy  1  What  mean  you 
man,  by  this  rhodomontade  ?  To  whom  can 
you  have  pledgetl  yourself,  and  for  what;, 
unless  it  be  to  some  secret  enemy  withoub 
the  walls?     Gentlemen,   proceed  to  your 
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•duty ;  it  is  evident  that  the  man  is  a  trait- 
or, even  from  his  own  admission.  On  my 
life,''  he  pursued,  more  hurriedly;  and 
speaking  in  an  under  tone,  as  if  to  hmiself 
"the  feliow  has  been  bribed  by,  and  is  con- 
nected with ."    Tho  name  escaped 

not  his  hps ;  for,  aware  of  the  emotion  ho 
was  betraying,  ho  suddenly  checked  him- 
self, and  assumed  his  wonted  stem  and  au- 
thoritative bearing. 

Once  more  the  prisoner  addressed  the 
govemcr  in  the  same  clear,  lirm  voice  in 
which  ho  had  opened  liis  appeal. 

'•Colonel  do  Ilaldimar,  I  have  no  connec- 
tion with  any  Uving  soul  without  tho  fort ; 
and  again  I  repeat,  I  am  no  traitor,  but  a 
true  and  loyal  British  soldier,  as  my  services 
in  this  war,  and  my  comrades,  can  well  at- 
test. St  ill,  I  seek  not  to  shun  that  death 
which  I  have  braved  a  dozen  times  at  least 

in  tho regiment.    All   that  I  ask  is, 

that  I  may  not  be  tried — that  I  may  not 
have  the  shame  of  hearing  sentence  pro- 
nounced against  me  yet ;  but  if  nothing 
should  occur  before  eight  o'clock  to  vindi- 
cate my  character  from  this  disgrace,  I  will 
offer  11 1>  no  further  prayer  for  mercy.  In 
tho  name  of  that  hfe,  therefore,  which  I 
once  preserved  to  Captain  de  Ilaldimar,  at 
the  price  of  my  own  blood,  I  entreat  a  res- 
pite from  trial  until  then." 

"  In  the  name  of  God  and  all  his  angels, 
let  mercy  reach  your  soul,  and  grant  his 
prayer  1" 

Every  ear  was  startled — every  heart  touch- 
ed by  tho  plaintive,  melancholy,  silver  tones 
of  the  voice  that  faintly  pronotmced  the 
last  appeal,  and  all  recognized  it  for  that 
of  the  young,  interesting,  and  attached  wife 
of  the  prisoner.  Again  the  latter  turned 
his  gaze  towards  the  \vindow  whence  the 
sound  proceeded,  and  by  the  glare  of  the 
torches  a  tear  was  distinctly  seen  by  many 
coursing  down  his  manly  cheek.  The  weak- 
ness was  momentary.  In  the  next  instant 
he  closed  his  shirt  and  coat,  and  restuning 
his  cap  stepped  back  once  more  amid  his 
guard,  where  ho  remained  stationary,  with 
the  air  of  one  who,  having  nothing  further 
to  hope,  has  resolved  to  endure  the  worst 
that  can  hapi^en  with  resignation  and  forti- 
tude. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  few  moments,  again 
devoted  to  much  apparent  deep  thought 
and  conjecture,  the  governor  once  more, 
and  rather  hurriedly,  resmned, — 

"  In  the  event,  prisoner,  of  this  delay  in 
your  trial  being  granted,  will  you  pledge 
yourself  to  disclose  the  secret  to  which  you 
have  alluded  ?  Recollect,  there  is  nothing 
but  that  which  can  save  yom- memory  from 
being  consigned  to  infamy  for  ever^  for  who 
among  your  comrades,  will  beheve  the  idle 
denial  of  your  treachery,  when  there  is  the 
most  direct  proof  against  you  ?  If  yom*  se- 
cret die  with  you,  moreover,  every  honest 


man  will  consider  it  as  having  been  one  so 
mfamous  and  injurious  to  your  character, 
that  you  were  ashnmed  to  reveal  it." 

These  suggostiuns  of  the  colonel  were 
not  without  their  cllcct ;  for  in  tho  sudden 
swelling  of  the  prisoner's  chest,  as  allusion 
was  mailo  to  the  disgrace  that  would  attach 
to  his  memory,  there  was  evidence  of  a  high 
and  generous  spirit,  to  whom  obloquy  was 
far  more  hatefid  than  oven  death  itself. 

"I  do  promise,"  he  at  length  replied, 
stepping  ibrward,  and  uncovering  himself 
as  before, — "if  no  one  appear  to  justify  my 
conduct  at  the  hour  I  have  named,  a  full 
disclosm-e  of  all  I  know  tjuching  this  affair 
shall  be  made.  And  naay  God  of  hismfinite 
mercy  grant,  for  Captain  de  Ualdimar's 
sake,  as  well  as  mine,  I  may  not  then  be 
wholly  deserted  1" 

There  was  something  so  peculiarly  solemn 
and  impressive  in  tho  manner  in  wliich  the 
unhappy  man  now  expressed  himself,  that 
a  feeling  of  tho  utmost  awe  crept  into  tho 
bosoms  of  tho  surrounding  throng ;  and 
more  than  one  veteran  of  the  grenadiers, 
the  company  to  which  Ualloway  belonged, 
was  heard  to  relievo  liis  chest  of  tho  long 
pent-up  sigh  that  struggled  for  release. 

"Enough,  prisoner,"  rejoined  tho  gover- 
nor ;  "on  this  condition  do  I  grantyour  re- 
quest ;  but  recollect, — yom-  disclosure  en- 
Bures  no  hope  of  pardon,  unless,  indeed, 
you  have  the  fullest  proof  to  offer  in  yom- 
defence.  Do  you  perfectly  understand 
me?" 

"I  do,"  replied  the  soldier  firmly:  and 
again  ho  placed  his  cap  on  Iiis  head,  and 
retired  a  step  or  two  back  among  tho  guard. 

"Mr.  Lawson,  let  the  prisoner  be  remov- 
ed, and  conducted  to  one  of  the  private  cells. 
V/ho  is  the  subaltern  of  the  guard?" 

"Ensign  Fortescue,"  was  the  answer. 

"Then  let  Ensign  Fortescue  keep  the 
key  of  the  cell  himself.  Tell  him  moreover, 
i  shall  hold  him  individually  responsible  for 
his  charge." 

Once  more  tho  prisoner  was  marched  out 
of  the  area ;  and  as  the  clanking  sound  of 
his  chains  became  gradually  fainter  in  the 
distance,  the  same  voice  that  had  before  in- 
terrupted the  proceedings,  pronounced  a 
"God  be  praised  I  God  bo  praised  1"  with 
such  melody  of  sorrow  in  its  intonations  that 
no  one  could  listen  to  it  unmoved.  Both 
officers  and  men  were  more  or  loss  affected, 
and  all  hoped — they  scarcely  knew  why  or 
what — but  all  hoped  something  favorable 
would  occur  to  save  the  life  of  the  bravo 
and  unhappy  Frank  Ilalloway. 

Of  the  first  interruption  by  the  wife  of  the 
prisoner  the  governor  had  taken  no  notice ; 
but  on  this  repetition  ol  the  expression  of 
her  feelings  he  briefly  summoned,  in  the 
absence  of  the  adjutant,  the  sergeant-m^jor 
of  the  regiment -to  his  side. 

"Sergeant-major  Bletson,  I  desire  that, 
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in  future,  on  all  occasions  of  this  kind,  the 
women  of  the  regiment  may  bo  kept  out  of 
tho  way.     Look  to  it,  sir  1" 

Tho  eergeant-major,  who  had  stood  as 
erect  as  his  own  halbert,  which  he  held  be- 
foro  him  in  a  saluting  position,  during  tliis 
brief  admonition  of  lus  colonel,  acknow- 
ledged, by  a  certain  air  of  deferential  respect 
ind  dropping  of  tho  oyc.i,  unaccompanied  by 
■ipeechofanykind,  that  ho  felt  tho  reproof, 
and  would,  in  future,  take  care  to  avoid  all  si- 
milar cause  for  complaint.  He  thou  stalked 
stiffly  away,  and  resumed,  in  a  few  hasty 
strides,  his  position  in  rear  of  tho  troops. 

"  Uard-liearted  man !"  imrsuedthe  same 
vbice:  "if  my  i^rayers  of  gratitude  to 
heaven  give  otFenco.  may  tho  hour  never 
come  when  my  lips  sliall  pronounce  tho  bit- 
terest curse  upon  your  severity !" 

There  was  something  so  plainly  wild — so 
solemnly  prophetic — in  these  sounds  of  sor- 
row as  they  fell  faintly  upon  the  ear,  and 
especially  under  the  extraordmary  cu-cum- 
stances  of  the  night,  that  they  might  have 
been  taken  for  the  warnings  of  some  super- 
natural agency.  Dui'irig  their  utterance, 
not  even  tho  breathing  of  human  life  was  to 
bo  heard  in  tho  ranks.  In  tlio  next  in- 
stant, however,  Sergeant-major  Bletson  was 
seen  reiiairing,  with  long  and  hasty  strides, 
to  the  barrack  whence  the  voice  proceeded, 
and  tho  interruption  was  heard  no  more. 

Meanwhile  the  officers,  who  had  been 
summoned  from  tho  ranks  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  tho  com't-martial,  still  lingered 
in  tho  centre  of  tho  square,  apparently  wait- 
ing for  the  order  of  their  sunerior,  before 
they  should  resume  their  lespectivo  sta- 
tions. As  tho  quick  and  comprehensive 
glance  of  Colonel  do  llaldimar  now  embrac- 
ed tho  group,  he  at  once  became  sensible 
of  the  absence  of  one  of  tho  seniors,  all  of 
whom  he  had  desired  should  be  selected  for 
the  court-martial. 

"Mr.  Lawson,"  he  remarked,  somewhat 
sternly,  as  the  adjutant  now  returned  from 
delivering  over  his  prisoner  toEnsignFor- 
escue,  '•  I  thought  I  understood  from  your 
report  tho  officers  were  all  present!" 

"I  believe,  sir,  my  report  will  be  found 
perfectly  correct,"  returned  the  adjutant, 
in  a  tone  which,  without  being  disrespect- 
ful, marked  his  offended  sense  of  the  impli- 
cation. 

"And  Lieutenant  Murphy 

"  Is  hero  sir,"  said  tho  adjutant,  pointing 
to  a  couple  of  files  of  tho  guard,  who  were 
bearing  a  heavy  burden,  and  following  into 
the  square.  "Lieutenant Murphy,"  he  pur- 
sued, "  has  been  shot  on  the  ramparts ;  and  I 
have,  as  directed  by  Captain  Blessington, 
caused  tho  body  to  be  brought  here,  that  I 
may  receive  your  orders  respecting  the  in- 
terment." Ab  he  spoke,  he  removed  a  long 
military  grey  cloak,  which  completely  en- 
fihrouded  the  corpse,  and  disclosed,  by  the 


light  of  the  still  brightly  flaming  torches 
of  tho  gunners,  tho  features  of  the  im- 
fortunato  Murphy. 

"llow  did  ho  meet  his  death?"  enquired 
tho  governor ;  witliout,  however,  manifest- 
ing tho  slightest  surprise,  or  appearing  at 
all  moved  at  the  discovery. 

"By  a  rifle  shot  fired  from  the  common, 
near  tho  old  bomb-proof,"  observed  Captain 
Blessington,  as  the  adjutant  looked  to  him 
for  the  particular  explanation  ho  could  not 
render  himself. 

"  Ah !  this  reminds  me,"  pursued  the  aus- 
tere commandant, — '•  there  wa^  a  shot  fired 
also  from  the  ramparts.  By  whom,  and  at 
what?" 

"By  me.  sir,"  said  Lieutenant  Valletort, 
coming  forward  from  tho  ranks,"  and  at 
what  1  conceived  to  be  an  Indian,  lui'king 
as  a  spy  upon  the  common." 

"Then,  Lieutenant  Sir  Everard  Valletort, 
no  repetition  of  these  firings,  if  you  please ; 
and  let  it  be  borne  in  mind  by  all,  that  al- 
tliough,  from  tho  peculiar  nature  of  tho  ser- 
vice in  which  we  are  engaged,  I  so  far  de- 
part from  the  established  regulations  of  the 
army  as  to  permit  my  officers  to  arm  them- 
selves with  riiles,  they  are  to  be  used  only 
as  occasion  may  reqmre  in  tho  hour  of  con- 
flict, and  not  for  tho  purpose  of  tlirowing  a 
whole  garrison  into  alarm  by  trials  of  skiH 
and  dexterity  upon  shadows,  at  this  un- 
seas-nable  hour." 

"  I  was  not  aware,  sir,"  returned  Sir  Ever- 
ard  proudly,  and  secretly  galled  at  being 
thus  addressed  before  the  men,  "it  could 
bo  deemed  a  military  crime  to  destroy  an 
enemy  at  whatever  hour  he  might  present 
himself,  and  especially  on  such  an  occasion 
as  the  present.  As  for  my  tiring  at  a  shadow, 
those  who  heard  the  yoU  that  followed  the 
second  shot,  can  determine  that  it  came 
from  no  shadow,  but  from  a  fierce  and  vin- 
d'ltive  enemy.  The  cry  denoted  even  some- 
tiling  more  than  tho  ordinary  defiance  of  an 
Indian ;  it  seemed  to  express  a  fiendish  sen- 
timent of  personal  triumph  and  revenge." 

The  governor  started  involimtarily.  "Do 
you  imagine,  Sir  Everard  Valletort,  the  aim 
of  your  rifle  was  true — that  j'ou  hit  him  ?" 

The  question  was  asked  so  hurriedly,  and 
in  a  tone  so  different  from  that  in  which  he 
had  hitherto  spoken,  that  the  officers  around 
simultaneously  raised  their  eyes  to  those  of 
their  colouel  with  an  expression  of  undis- 
sembled  surprise.  He  observed  it,  and  in- 
stantly resumed  his  habitual  sternness  of 
look  and  manner. 

"I  rather  fear  not,  sir,"  replied  Sir  Ever- 
ard, who  had  principally  remarked  the  emo- 
tion, "but  may  I  hope  <aud  this  was  said 
with  emphasis),  in  the  evident  disapoint- 
ment  you  experience  at  my  want  of  success, 
my  offence  may  bo  overlooked?" 

The  governor  fixed  his  penetrating  eyes  on 
tho  speaker,  as  if  he  would  have  read  his  in- 
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most  mind ;  and  then  calmly,  and  even  im- 
pressively observed, — 

*•  Sii-  Everard  Valletort,  I  do  overlook  the 
oflRence,  and  hope  you  may  as  easily  forgive 
yourself.  It  were  well,  however,  that  your 
indiscretion,  which  can  only  find  its  excuse 
in  your  being  so  young  an  officer,  had  not 
been  altogether  without  some  good  result. 
Had  you  killed  or  disabled  the—  the  savage, 
thero  might  have  been  a  decent  palliative 
offered,  but  what  must  bo  yom-  feelmgs,  sir, 
when  you  reflect,  the  death  of  j-^on  officer," 
andhe  pointed  to  the  corpse  of  the  unhappy 
Murphy,  '-is,  in  a  great  degree,  attributable 
to  yourself?  Ilad  you  not  provoked  the 
anger  of  the  savage,  and  given  a  direction 
to  his  aim  by  the  impotent  and  wanton  dis- 
charge of  your  own  rifle,  this  accident  would 
never  have  happened. 

This  severe  reproving  of  an  officer,  who 
had  acted  from  the  most  praiseworthy  ol 
motives,  and  who  could  not  possibly  hav'e 
anticipated  the  unfortunate  catastrophe 
that  had  occun-ed,  was  considered  especially 
harsh  and  imkind  by  every  one  present; 
and  a  low  and  almost  inaudible  murmur 
passed  through  tho  company  to  which  f^'ir 
Everard  was  attached.  For  a  minute  or 
two  that  officer  appeared  deeply  pained 
not  more  from  tho  reproof  itself  than  from 
tho  new  light  in  which  the  observation  of 
his  cliief  had  taught  him  to  view,  for  tho 
tirst  time,  tho  causes  that  had  Ictl  to  the 
fall  of  Mui-phy.  Finding,  however,  that 
tho  governor  had  no  fmther  remarks  to 
address  to  him,  ho  once  moro  returned  to 
]m  station  in  tho  ranks. 

"Mr.  Lawson,''  resumed  the  comman- 
dant, turning  to  tho  adjutant,  "  let  this 
\ictim  be  carried  to  the  spot  on  which  ho 
fell,  and  there  interred.  I  know  no  better 
grave  for  a  soldier  than  beneath  tho  sod 
that  has  been  moistened  with  his  blood. 
Recollet,"  he  continued,  as  the  adjutant 
once  more  led  the  party  out  of  tho  area, — 
"no  tii-mg,  Mr.  Lawson.  The  duty  must 
be  silently  performed,  and  without  tho  risk 
of  provoking  aforest  of  arrows,  or  a  shower 
of  bullets,  from  the  savages.  Major  Black- 
water,"  ho  pursued,  as  soon  as  the  corpse 
had  been  removed,  "  let  tho  men  pile  their 
arms  even  as  thoy  now  stand,  and  remain 
ready  to  fall  in  at  a  minute's  notice.  Should 
anything  extraordinary  happen  before  the 
morning,  you  will,  of  course,  apprise  me." 
Ho  then  strode  out  of  the  area  mth  the 
same  haughty  and  measured  step  that  had 
characterised  his  entrance. 

"Our  colonel  does  not  appear  to  bo  in 
one  of  liis  most  amiable  moods  to  night," 
observed  Capt.  Blessington,  as  the  officers, 
after  having  disposed  of  their  respective 
companies,  now  proceeded  along  the  ram- 
parts to  assist  at  tho  last  funeral  offices  of 
their  tmhappy  associate.  "  lie  was  dis- 
j>08ed  to  be  severe,  and  must  have  put  you, 


in  some  measure,  out  of  conceit  with  your 
favorite  rifle,  Valletort." 

"True,"  rejoined  tho  baronet,  who  had 
already  rallied  from  tho  momentary  de- 
pression of  his  spirits,  '•  he  hit  me  devilish 
hard,  I  confess,  and  was  disposed  to  dis- 
play moro  of  the  commanding  officer  than 
quite  suits  my  ideas  of  tho  service.  Hi? 
words  were  as  caustic  as  his  looks ;  and 
could  both  havo  jtierced  mo  to  tho  quick, 
thero  was  no  inclination  on  his  part  want- 
ing. By  my  soul  I  could.  . .  .  but  I  forgivo 
him.  Ho  is  tho  father  of  my  friend;  and 
for  that  reason  will  I  chew  tho  cud  of  my 
mortilication,  nor  sutter,  if  possible,  a  senso 
of  his  unkindness  to  rankle  at  my  heart. 
At  all  events,  Blessington,  my  mind  is  mado 
up,  and  resign  or  exchange  I  certainly  shall 
tho  instant  I  find  a  decent  loop-holo  to 
creep  out  of." 

Sir  Everard  fancied  the  ear  of  hLs  cap- 
tain was  alono  listening  to  these  expres- 
sions of  his  feeling,  or  in  all  probability 
ho  would  not  have  uttered  them.  As  h>3 
concluded  the  last  sentence,  however,  ho 
felt  his  arm  gently  grasped  by  one  who 
walked  a  pace  or  two  silently  in  their  rear. 
IIo  turned,  and  recognized  Chai'les  do  Hal- 
dimar, 

"I  am  siu-e,  Valletort,  you  will  believo 
how  much  pained  I  have  been  at  tho  seve- 
rity of  my  father;  but,  indeed,  there  wai 
nothing  personally  offensive  intended. 
Blessington  can  tell  you,  as  well  as  myself, 
it  is  his  manner  altogether.  Nay,  that 
althougli  ho  is  tho  first  in  senioiity  after 
Blackwater,  the  governor  treats  him  with 
the  same  distance  and  hautem*  ho  would 
uso  towards  tho  youngest  ensign  in  th^ 
service.  Such  are  the  effects  of  his  long 
military  liabits,  and  hi3  ideas  of  tho  ab- 
solutism of  command.  Am  I  not  right, 
Blessington?" 

"  Quito  riglit.  Chailes.  Sir  Everard  may 
satisfy  himself  his  is  no  solitary  instance  of 
tho  stem  severity  of  your  father.  Still,  I 
confess,  notwithstanding  tho  rigidity  of 
manner  which  ho  seems,  on  all  occasions, 
to  think  so  indispensable  to  tho  mainte- 
nance of  authority  in  a  commanding  officer, 
I  never  knew  him  so  inclined  to  find  fault; 
as  ho  is  to-night." 

"Perhaps,"  observed  Valletort,  good 
humoredly,  "liis  conscience  is  rather  rest- 
less; and  ho  is  willing  to  get  rid  of  it  and 
his  spleen  altogether.  I  would  wager  my 
riflo  against  the  worthless  scalp  of  tho 
rascal  I  fired  at  to-night,  that  this  samo 
stranger,  whose  assertetl  appearance  has 
called  us  from  our  comfortable  beds,  is  bub 
the  creation  of  his  distiu-bed  di-eams.  In- 
deed, how  is  it  possible  anything  I'ormed 
of  flesh  and  blood  could  havo  escape<l  uf* 
with  the  vigilant  watch  that  has  been  kept 
on  the  ramparts?  Tho  old  gentleman  cer- 
tainly had  that  illusion  strongly  impressed 
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on  Ills  mind  when  bo  so  sapiently  spoko  of 
my  firing  at  a  shadow." 

"But  the  gate,"  interrupted  Charles  do 
Ilaldimar,  with  something  of  mild  reproach 
in  his  tones, — "you  forget,  Valletort,  the 
^ato  was  found  unlocked,  and  that  uiy  bro- 
ther is  missing.  lie,  at  least,  was  flesh  and 
blood,  as  you  say,  and  yet  he  haa  disap- 
I)eared.  What  more  probable,  therefore, 
than  that  this  stranger  is  at  once  the  cause 
i'.ud  the  agent  of  his  abduction?" 

"Impossible,  Charles,"  observed  Captain 
Blessingtou;  "  Frederick  was  in  the  midst 
of  his  guard,  llow,  therefore,  could  ho  be 
conveyed  away  without  the  alarm  being 
given  ?  Numbers  only  could  have  succeed- 
ed in  so  desperate  an  enterprise ;  and  yet 
there  is  no  evidence,  or  even  suspicion,  of 
more  than  one  individual  having  been 
here." 

"  It  a  .singular  affair  altogether, ' '  returned 
6ir  Everard,  musingly.  "Of  two  things," 
however,  I  am  satislied.  The  tirst  is,  that 
the  stranger,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  if  he 
really  has  been  here,  is  no  Indian ;  the  se- 
cond, that  ho  is  personally  known  to  the 
governor,  who  has  been,  or  I  mistake  much, 
more  aliirmed  at  liis  individual  presence 
tlian  if  Ponteac  and  his  whole  band  had 
euddexity  broken  in  upon  us.  Did  you  re- 
maik  his  emotion,  when  I  dwelt  on  the 
j)eculi;u'  character  of  personal  triumph  and 
revenge  which  the  cry  of  the  lurking  villian 
outside  seemed  to  express  ?  and  did  you  no- 
tice the  eagerness  with  which  he  enquired  if 
I  thought  1  had  hit  him  ?  Depend  upon  it, 
there  is  more  in  all  this  than  is  dreamt  of 
in  our  pliilosophy.' ' 

"And  it  was  your  undisguised  perception 
of  that  emotion,"  remarked  Captain  Bles- 
singtou, "thatdrewdown  his  severity  upon 
your  own  head.  It  was,  however,  too  pal- 
pable not  to  be  noticed  by  all ;  and  I  dare 
say  conjecture  is  as  busily  and  as  vaguely 
fit  work  among  our  companions  as  it  is  with 
us.  The  clue  to  the  mystery,  in  a  great 
degree,  now  dwells  with  Frank  llalloway; 
find  to  him  we  must  look  for  its  elucidation. 
His  disclosure  will  be  one,  I  apprehend, 
full  of  ignominy  to  liimself,  but  of  the  high- 
est interest  and  importance  to  us  all.  And 
yet  I  know  not  how  to  believe  the  man  the 
traitor  he  appears." 

"Did  you  remark  that  last  harrowing  ex- 
clamation of  liis  wife  ?"  observed  Charles 
do  Ilaldimaj',  in  a  tone  of  mispoakable 
melancholy.  "How  fearfully  prophetic  it 
sounded  in  my  cars.  I  know  not  how  i  t  is, " 
he  pursued,  "  but  I  wish  I  had  not  heard 
those  sounds;  for  since  that  moment  I 
have  had  a  sad  strange  presentiment  of  evil 
fit  my  heart,  lleiiven  grant  my  poor  bro- 
ther may  make  liis  appearance,  as  I  still 
trust  ho  will,  at  the  liour  Halloway  seems 
to  expect,  for  if  not,  the  litter  most  assu- 
redly dies.    I  know  my  father  well ;  imd, 


if  convicted  by  a  court  martial,  no  human 
power  can  alter  the  destuiy  that  awaits 
Fiank  llalloway." 

"Eally,  my  dear  Charles,  rally,"  said  Sir 
Everai-d,  affecting  u  coniidenco  he  did  not 
feel  liimself;  "indulge  not  in  these  idle 
and  superstitious  fancies.  I  pity  llalloway 
from  my  soul,  and  feel  the  deepest  interest 
in  his  pretty  and  imh '.ppy  wife ;  but  that 
is  no  reason  why  one  should  attach  impor- 
tance to  the  inculiercnt  expressions  wrung 
irom  her  in  the  agony  of  giief." 

"It  is  kind  of  you,  ValJotort,  to  endea- 
vor to  cheer  my  spirits,  when,  if  tho  truth 
were  confessed,  you  acknowledge  the  in 
fluence  of  tho  same  feelings.  I  thank  you 
for  the  attempt,  but  time  alonecan  show  how 
far  I  shall  have  reason,  or  otherwise,  to  la- 
ment the  occmTences  of  this  night." 

They  had  now  reached  th.it  part  of  the 
ramparts  whence  the  sliot  from  Sir  Eve- 
rard s  riflo  had  been  fired.  Several  men 
were  occupied  in  digging  a  grave  in  the 
precise  spot  on  which  the  unfortunate  Mur- 
phy had  stood  when  he  received  liis  death 
wound ;  and  into  this,  when  completed,  the 
body,  enshrouded  in  the  cloak  alrejwly  al- 
luded to,  was  deposited  by  his  companions. 


CHAPTER  III. 

While  the  adjutant  was  yet  reading,  in  a 
low  and  solemn  voice,  tho  service  lor  the 
dead,  a  fierce  and  distant  yell,  as  if  from  a 
legion  of  devils,  burst  suddenly  from  the 
forest,  and  brought  the  hands  of  the  start- 
led officers  instinctively  to  their  swords. 
This  appalling  cry  lasted  without  interrup- 
tion, for  many  minutes,  and  was  then  as  ab- 
ruptly checked  as  it  had  been  unexpected- 
ly deUvered.  A  considerable  pause  suc- 
ceeded, and  then  it  rose  with  even  more 
startling  vehemence  th.an  before.  By  ono 
unaccustomed  to  those  devilish  sounds,  no 
distinction  could  hiive  been  made  in  the 
two  several  yells  that  had  been  thus  savage- 
ly pealed  forth ;  but  those  to  whom  prac- 
tice and  long  experience  in  the  warlike  ha- 
bits and  customs  of  tho  Indians  had  render- 
ed their  shouts  familiar,  at  once  divined,  or 
fancied  they  divined,  the  ctiuse.  The  nrst 
was,  to  their  conception,  a  yell  expressive 
at  once  of  vengeance  and  disappomtmeafc 
in  pursuit, — perhaps  of  some  prisoner  who 
had  escaped  fi-om  their  toils :  tho  second, 
of  triumph  and  success, — in  all  probability, 
indicative  of  the  recapture  of  that  prisoner. 
For  many  minutes  aftenvards  tho  officers 
continued  to  listen,  with  tlio  most  acliing 
attention,  for  a  repetition  of  the  cry,  or 
even  fainter  sounds,  that  might  denote 
either  a  nearer  approach  to  the  fort,  or  the 
final  departm-e  of  the  Indians.  After  the 
second  jell,  however,  the  woods,  in  tho 
heart  of  which  it  appeared  to  have  been  ut- 
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tered,  were  buried  in  as  profound  a  silence 
oa  if  they  had  never  yet  echoed  back  the 
voice  of  man ;  and  all  at  length  became  sa- 
tisfied that  the  Indians,  having  accomplish- 
ed some  particular  purpose,  had  retired 
onco  more  to  their  distant  encampment  for 
the  night.  Captain  Erskino  was  the  first 
who  broke  the  almost  breathless  silence  that 
prevailed  among  themselves. 

"  On  my  life,  Do  Ualdimar  is  a  prisoner 
with  the  Indians.  Uo  has  been  attempting 
his  escape — has  been  detected, — followed, 
and  again  fallen  into  their  hands.  I  know 
their  infernal  yells  but  too  well.  The  last 
expressed  their  savage  joy  at  the  capture  of 
a  prisoner ;  and  there  ia  no  one  of  us  miss- 
ing but  Do  Ualdimar." 

<' Not  a  doubt  of  it,"  said  Captain  Bless- 
ington  ;  "the  cry  was  certainly  what  you 
describe  it,  and  Heaven  only  knows  what 
will  be  the  fate  of  our  poor  friend." 

No  other  otficer  spoke,  for  all  were  op- 
pressed by  the  weight  of  their  own  feelings, 
and  sought  rather  to  give  indulgence  to 
speculation  in  secret,  than  to  share  their 
impressions  with  their  companions.  Charles 
Ue  Ilaldimar  stood  a  little  in  the  rear,  lean- 
ing his  head  upon  his  hand  against  tho  box 
of  tho  sentry,  (who  was  silently  though  anx- 
iously pacing  liis  walk,)  and  in  an  attitude 
expressive  of  the  deepest  dejection  and  sor- 
row. 

"  I  suppose  I  must  finish  Lawson's  work, 
although  I  am  but  a  poor  hand  at  this  sort 
of  thing,"  resumed  Captain  Erskine,  taking 
up  the  prayer  book  tho  adjutant  had,  in 
hastening  on  tho  first  alarm  to  get  tho  men 
under  arms,  carelessly  thi-own  on  the  grave 
of  the  now  imconscious  Murphy. 

He  then  commenced  the  service  at  the 
point  where  Mr.  Lawsou  had  so  abruptly 
broken  off,  and  went  through  the  remain- 
der of  tho  prayers.  A  very  few  minutes 
sufficed  for  the  performance  of  this  solemn 
duty,  which  was  affected  by  tho  faint  dim 
light  of  tho  at  length  da^vning  day,  and 
tho  men  in  attendance  proceeded  to  till  up 
tho  grave  of  their  officer. 

Gradually  tho  mists,  that  had  fallen  dur- 
ing the  latter  hours  of  the  night,  began  to 
ascend  from  the  common,  and  disperse 
themselves  in  air,  convoying  the  appear- 
ance of  a  rolling  sheet  of  vapor  retiring 
back  upon  itself,  and  disclosing  objects  in 
succession,  until  the  eye  could  embrace  all 
that  came  within  its  extent  of  vision.  As 
the  officers  yet  lingered  near  the  rude  grave 
of  tlieir  companion,  watching  with  abstract- 
ed air  the  languid  and  almost  mechanical 
M>,ci.:in  of  their  jaded  men,  as  they  emptied 
snovel  after  shovel  of  tho  damp  earth  over 
tho  body  of  its  new  tennnt,  they  were  sud- 
denly startled  by  an  exjircssion  of  exulta- 
tion from  Sir  Evorard  V  llctort. 

"By  Jupiter,  I  hav,  pinked  hun,"  ho 
exclaimed  triumphantl:       ' '  I  knew  my  rifle 


could  not  err ;  and  as  for  my  sight,  I  have 
carried  away  too  many  prizes  in  target-ehoot- 
ing  to  have  been  deceived  in  that.  How 
delighted  the  old  governor  will  be,  Cbailes, 
to  hear  tliis.  No  more  lectiu-ing,  1  am  sure, 
for  the  next  six  months  at  least ;"  and  the 
young  officer  rubbed  his  hands  together,  at 
the  success  of  hia  shot,  with  as  much  satis- 
faction and  unconcern  for  the  future,  as  if 
ho  had  been  in  his  own  native  England,  in 
tho  midst  of  a  prize-ring. 

Roused  by  the  observation  of  his  friend, 
De  Ualdimar  quitted  his  position  near  tho 
sentry  box,  and  advanced  to  tho  outer  edge 
of  the  rampart.  To  him,  as  to  his  compa- 
nions, tho  outline  of  tho  old  bomb-proof 
was  now  distinctly  visible,  but  it  was  some 
time  before  they  could  discover,  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  Valle  tort  pointed,  adark  speck 
upon  tho  common ;  and  this  so  indistinctly, 
they  could  scarcely  distinguish  it  with  the 
naked  eye. 

"  Your  sight  is  quite  equal  to  your  aim, 
SirEverard,"  remarked  Lieutenant  John- 
stone, one  of  Erskine' a  subalterns,  "and 
both  are  decidedly  superior  to  mine ;  yet  I 
used  to  bo  thought  a  good  rifleman  too, 
and  have  credit  for  an  eye  no  less  keen 
than  that  of  an  Indian ;  you  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  me,  however ;  for  I  honestly  ad- 
mit I  never  could  have  picked  off  yon  fel- 
low in  the  dark  as  you  have  done." 

As  the  dawn  increased,  the  dark  shadow 
of  a  human  form,  stretched  at  its  length 
upon  tho  ground,  became  perceptible  j 
and  the  officers,  with  ono  unanimous  voice, 
bore  loud  testimony  to  the  skill  and  dexter- 
ity of  him  who  had,  under  such  extreme 
disadvantages,  accomplished  the  death  of 
their  skulking  enemy. 

"Bravo,  Valletort,"  said  Charles  de  Hal- 
dimar,  recovering  his  spirits,  as  much  from 
the  idea,  now  occurring  to  him,  that  this 
might  indeed  bo  the  stranger  whose  appear- 
ance had  so  greatly  disturbed  his  father,  as 
from  tho  gratification  he  felt  in  tho  praises 
bestowed  on  his  friend.  "Bravo,  my  dear 
fellow  1"  then  approaching,  and  in  a  half 
whisper,  "  when  next  I  write  to  Clara,  I  shall 
request  her,  with  my  cousin's  assistance,  to 
prepare  a  chapletof  bays,  wher  jwithi  shall 
myself  crown  you  as  their  proxy.  But  what 
is  tho  matter  now,  Valletort  ?  Vv  by  stand 
you  there  gazing  upon  the  common  as  if 
the  victim  of  your  murderous  aim  was  ris- 
ing from  his  bloody  couch,  to  reproach  you 
with  Jiis  death  ?  Tell  me,  shall  I  write  to 
Clara  for  the  prize,  or  will  you  receive  it 
from  her  o^vn  hands  ?" 

"Bid  her  rather  pour  her  curses  on  my 
head ;  and  to  those,  De  Haldimar,  add  your 
own,' '  exclaimed  Sir  Everard,  at  length  rais- 
ing himself  from  the  statue-like  position  he 
had  assumed.  ' '  Almighty  God, ' '  ho  pcrsu- 
ed,  in  the  same  tone  of  deep  agony,  "  what 
have  I  done  ?    Where  shall  I  hide  myself?'  * 
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Aa  ho  Bpoke  ho  turned  away  from  his 
companions,  and  covering  hia  eyes  with  hia 
hand,  >vith  quick  and  unequal  steps,  even 
like  those  of  a  drunken  man,  walked,  or 
rather  ran,  along  the  rampart,  as  if  fearful 
of  being  overtaken.  Tlie  whole  group  of 
oflBcers,  and  Charles  do  Haldimar  in  parti- 
culai',  wcro  struck  with  dismay  at  the  lan- 
guage and  action  of  Sir  Everard ;  and  for 
a  moment  they  fancied  that  fatigue,  and 
watching,  and  excitement,  had  partially  af- 
fected his  brain.  But  when,  after  the  lapse 
of  a  minute  or  two,  they  again  looked  out 
upon  tho  common,  the  secret  of  his  agita- 
tion was  too  faithfully  and  too  painfully 
explained. 

What  had  at  first  the  dusky  and  dingy 
hue  of  a  half-naked  Indian,  was  now  per- 
ceived, by  the  bright  beams  of  light  just 
gathering  in  the  east,  to  bo  tho  gay  and 
striking  uniform  of  a  British  oflBcer.  Doubt 
astowhothatofficerwastherecouldbenone, 
for  tho  white  Eword-belt  suspended  over  tho 
right  shoulder,  and  thi-own  in  to  strong  relief 
by  tho  field  of^  scarlet  on  which  it  reposed, 
denoted  the  wearer  of  this  distinguished 
badge  of  duty  to  be  one  of  tho  guaid. 

If  they  could  regret  tho  loss  of  such  a 
companion  as  Murphy,  how  deep  and  heart- 
felt must  have  been  the  Borrow  they  expe- 
rienced when  they  beheld  the  brave,  gene- 
rous, manly,  amiable,  and  highly-talented 
Frederick  do  Ilaldimar — tho  pride  of  the 
garrison,  and  tho  idol  of  his  family — lying 
extended,  a  cold,  senseless  corpse,  elain  by 
theliand  of  the  bosom  friend  of  his  brother  1 
— Notwithstanding  tho  ptern  severity  and 
distance  of  tho  governor,  whom  few  circum- 
stances, however  critical  or  exciting,  could 
surprise  into  relaxation  of  his  habitual  statc- 
liness,  it  would  liavo  been  difficulfsto  name 
two  young  ^en  more  universally  liked  and 
esteemed  by  their  brotheroflicers  than  were 
thoDellaldimars — tho  first  for  the  qualities 
already  named — tho  second,  for  those  retir- 
ing, mild,  winning  manners,  and  gentle 
affections,  added  to  extreme  and  almost 
feminine  beauty  of  countenance  forwhiohho 
was  remarkable.  Alas,  whatagloomypicture 
was  now  exhibited  to  tho  minds  of  all  I 
Frederick  do  Ilaldimar  a  corpse,  and  slain 
by  the  hand  of  Sir  Everard  Valletort  1  What 
but  disunion  could  foUow  this  melancholy 
catastrophe?  and  how  could  Charles  do  Ilal- 
tiimar,  oven  if  liis  bland  nature  should  sur- 
vive tho  shock,  ever  bear  to  look  again  upon 
the  man  who  had,  however  innocently  or 
unintentionally,  deprived  him  of  a  brother 
whom  ho  adored  ? 

These  were  tho  impressions  that  passed 
through  tho  minds  of  tho  compassionating 
officers  as  they  directed  their  glance  alter- 
nately from  tho  common  to  tho  palo  and 
marble-like  features  of  tho  younger  Do  Hal- 
dimar, wlio,  with  parted  lips  and  stupid 
gaze,  continued  to  fix  his  eyes  upon  the  in- 


animate form  of  his  ill  -  fated  brother,  as  if  th* 
very  faculty  of  hfe  itself  had  been  for  a  pe- 
riod suspended.  A  t  length,  however,  wliilo 
his  companions  watched  in  silence  the  min- 
ing workings  of  that  grief  which  they  feared 
to  interrupt  by  ill-timed  observations,  even 
of  condolence,  the  death-like  hue,  which 
had  hitherto  siiffiised  the  usually  blooming 
cheek  of  the  young  officer,  was  succeeded 
by  a  flush  of  tho  deepest  dye,  while  his 
eyes,  swollen  by  the  tide  of  blood  now  rush- 
ing violently  to  his  face,  appeared  to  be 
bursting  from  their  sockets.  Tho  shock  waa 
more  than  his  delicate  frame,  exhausted  as 
it  was  by  watching  and  fatigue,  couftkbear. 
lie  tottered,  reeled,  pressed  his  hand  upon 
his  head,  and  before  any  ono  could  render 
him  assistance,  fell  senseless  on  the  ram- 
parts. 

During  tho  interval  between  Sir  Everard 
Valletort' s  exclamation,  and  the  fall  of 
Charles  do  Haldimar,  the  men  employed  at 
the  grave  had  performed  their  duty,  and 
were  gazing  with  mingled  astonishment  and 
concern,  both  on  the  body  of  their  murder- 
ed officer,  and  on  tho  dumb  scene  acting 
around  them.  Two  of  these  were  now  des- 
patched for  a  litter,  with  which  they  speed- 
ily re-appeared.  On  this  Charles  do  Hal- 
dimar, already  delirious  with  tho  fever  of 
intense  excitement  was  carefully  placed, 
and,  followed  by  Captain  Blessington  and 
Lieutenant  Johnstone,  borne  to  his  apart- 
ment in  the  small  rango  of  buildings  con- 
stituting tho  officers'  barracks.  Captain 
Erskine  imdertook  the  disagreeable  office  of 
communicating  these  distressing  events  to 
tho  governor;  and  the  remainder  of  tho 
officers  once  more  hastened  to  join  or  linger 
near  their  respective  companions,  in  readi- 
ness for  tho  order  which  it  was  expected 
would  be  given,  to  despatch  a  numerous 
party  of  tho  garrison  to  secure  the  body  of 
Captain  do  Haldimar. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  sun  was  just  rising  above  the  hori- 
zon, in  all  that  peculiar  softness  of  splendor 
wliich  characterises  the  early  days  of  autumn 
in  America,  as  Captain  Erskine  led  his  com- 
pany across  tho  drawbridge  that  communi- 
cated with  the  fort.  It  was  the  first  time 
it  had  been  lowered  since  the  investment  of 
tho  garrison  by  tho  Indians  ;  and  as  tlie  dull 
and  rusty  chains  performed  their  service 
with  a  harsh  and  grating  sound,  it  seemed 
as  if  an  earnest  were  given  of  melancholy 
boding.  Although  tho  distance  to  be  tra- 
versed was  small,  tho  risk  tho  party  incurred 
was  great ;  for  it  was  probablo  the  savages, 
ever  on  tho  alert,  would  not  suffer  theni  to 
effect  their  object  immolested.  It  was  per- 
haps singular,  and  certainly  contradictorj^ 
tliat  an  officer  of  the  acknowledged  pru- 
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tlence  and  forethought  ascribed  to  tho 
governor — qualities  which  iaii  great  degree 
neuti'alized  his  excessive  Koverity  in  tho 
eyes  of  liis  troops — should  luvo  hazai'ded 
the  chance  of  havuig  his  garrison  enfeebled 
by  the  destruction  of  a  part,  if  not  of  tho 
whole,  of  tho  company  appointed  to  this 
dangerous  duty ;  but  with  all  Ids  eeverity, 
C'cljnel  de  Ilaldimar  was  not  without  strong 
idiection  for  his  cliildren.  The  feelings  of 
the  lather,  therefoi'e,  in  a  great  degree 
triumphed  over  tho  prudence  of  the  com- 
mander; nnd  to  fchield  tho  corpse  of  Lis 
ton  from  tho  indignities  which  ho  Avell  knew 
wouldj^  inflicted  on  it  by  Indian  baibaiity, 
Lo  Lad  been  induced  to  accede  to  tho  car- 
nest  prayer  of  Captain  Erskine,  that  he 
might  be  permitted  to  lead  out  his  company 
for  the  purposio  of  Bccuring  the  body.  Every 
means  were,  however,  taken  to  cover  the 
advance,  end  ensure  tho  retreat  of  the 
detachment.  The  remainder  of  the  troops 
wero  distributed  along  tho  rear  of  tho  rani- 
I)arts,  with  instructions  to  He  flat  on  their 
faces  until  summoned  ))y  their  oflScers  from 
that  position ;  which  was  to  bo  done  only 
in  tho  event  of  close  pursuit  from  the  sav- 
ages. Artillery  men  wero  also  stationed  at 
tho  several  guns  that  flanked  the  rear  of 
the  fort,  and  necessarily  commanded  both 
the  common  and  thooutskirtof  tho  forest, 
with  orderstolire  withgra])e-shotata  given 
signal.  Captain  Erskine"  3  instructions,  were 
moreover,  if  attacked,  to  retreat  back  under 
the  guns  of  the  fort,  slowly  and  in  good  or- 
der, and  without  turning  his  back  upon  the 
enemy. 

Thus  confident  of  support,  the  party, 
after»'raversing  the  drawbridge  with  fixeu 
bayonets,  inclined  to  the  1  ight,  and  follow- 
ing tho  winding  of  the  ditch  l.y  which  it  was 
surrounded,  made  the  Eemi-cm-cuit  of  the 
rampart  until  they  gained  tho  immediate 
centre  of  tho  rear,  and  in  a  direct  lino  with 
tho  bomb-proof.  Here  their  mode  of  ad- 
vance was  altered,  to  guard  moro  effectually 
against  the  enemy  with  whom  they  might 
possiblyjiavo  to  contend.  The  front  and 
rear  ranks  of  the  company,  consisting  in  all 
of  ninety  men,  were  ko  placed  as  to  leave 
space  in  the  event  of  attack,  for  a  portion 
of  each  to  wheel  inward.'H  bo  as  to  present 
in  an  instant  three  equal  faces  of  a  square. 
As  the  rear  was  suffcient'ly  covered  by  the 
cannon  of  the  fort  to  defeat  any  attempt 
to  turn  their  flanks,  the  manoeuvre  was  one 
that  enabled  them  to  present  a  fuller  front 
in  whatever  other  quarter  they  might  be 
attacked,  and  Lad  tliis  additional  advan- 
tage, that  in  the  advance  by  single  files  a 
narrower  front  waa  given  to  the  Jiim  of  the 
Indians,  who,  imless  they  fired  in  an  oblicjue 
direction,  could  only  of  necessity,  brmg 
down  two  men  (the  leading  files)  at  a  time. 

In  this  order,  and  anxiously  overlooked 
by  their  comrades,  whose  eyes  alone  peered 


from  above  tho  surface  of  tho  rampart  on 
which  they  lay  prostrate,  tho  detachment 
crossed  tho  common  ;  one  rank  Leaded  by 
Captain  Erskine,  tho  other  by  Lieutenant 
Johnstone.  They  had  now  approached 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  unfortunate  victim, 
when  Captam  Erskino  commanded  a  halt 
to  his  party ;  and  two  files  wero  detached 
from  the  rear  of  each  rank  to  place  the 
body  on  a  litter  with  which  they  hiwl  provid- 
ed themselves.  Ho  and  Johnstone  also 
moved  in  tho  same  direction  in  advance  of 
tho  men,  prepared  to  render  assistance  if 
required.  The  corpse  lay  on  its  face,  and 
in  no  way  despoiled  of  any  of  its  glittering 
habiliments  ;  a  circumstance  that  too  well 
conlu'iued  tho  fact  of  l>o  llaldimar's  death 
having  been  accomplished  by  the  ball  from 
sir  Everard  Valletorfs  rifle.  It  appeared, 
however,  tho  ill-fated  officer  had  sti-uggled 
much  m  tho  agonies  of  death ;  for  tho  left 
leg  was  drawn  up  in  an  unnatui-al  state  of 
contraction,  and  tho  right  Land,  closely 
compressed,  grasped  a  c,uantity  of  grass 
and  soil,  which  Lad  been  evidently  torn 
up  in  a  paroxysm  of  sufl'ering  and  despair. 

Tho  men  placed  the  litter  at  tho  side  of 
the  body,  which  they  now  proceeded  to 
raise.  As  they  were  in  the  net  of  deposit- 
ing it  on  this  temporary  bier,  tho  plumed 
hat  fell  from  tho  Jiead,  and  disclosed,  to 
the  astonishment  of  all,  tho  scalpless  crown, 
completely  saturated  in  its  own  clotted 
blood  and  oozmg  brains.  An  exclamation 
of  Lorror  and  disgust  escaped  at  tho  same 
moment  from  the  lips  of  the  two  officers, 
and  the  men  started  back  from  their  charge 
as  if  a  basilisk  Lad  suddenly  appeared  be- 
fore them.    Captain  Erskine  pursued : — 

'"What  tho  devil  is  the  meaning  of  all 
this,  Johnstone?"  "Wliat,  indeed  1"  re- 
joined liis  lieutenant,  with  a  shrug  of  his 
shoulders,  that  was  intended  to  express  his 
inability  to  form  any  opmion  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

"Unless  it  should  prove,"  continued 
Erskine,  "  as  I  sincerely  trust  it  may  that 
poor  Valletort  is  not,  after  all,  the  mur- 
derer of  Lis  friend.  It  must  bo  so.  De 
Ilaldimar  Las  been  slain  by  tho  same  Indian 
whoikilled  Mm-phy.  Do  you  recollect  Lis 
scalp  cry  ?  He  was  in  the  act  of  despoiling 
liis  victim  of  this  trophy  of  success,  when 
Sir  Everard  fired.  Examine  tho  body  well, 
Mitchell,  and  discover  where  the  woimd 
lies." 

The  old  soldier  to  whom  this  order  was 
addressed  now  prepared,  with  the  assistance 
of  his  comrades,  to  turn  the  body  upon  its 
back,  when  suddenly  the  air  was  I'ent  with 
terrific  yells,  that  seemed  to  be  uttered  in 
their  very  ears,  and  in  the  next  instant 
moro  than  a  hundred  dark  and  hideous 
savages  sprang  simultaneously  to  their  feet 
witliin  the  bomb-proof,  while  every  tree 
along  the  skirt  of  tho  forest  gave  back  tho 
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tdwcring  form  of  a  warrior.  Each  of  tliesc, 
in  addition  to  liis  rifle,  was  armi'd  witli  all 
those  dcstruotivu  iiuplfinent.-i  of  waifare 
whioh  r«^udfr  tho  Imiians  of  Anu'rica  so 
lormidaljlo  and  .so  t(.'nil)li!  an  cncniy. 

"Stand  to  your  arms  men.''  i-lioutod 
Captain  Erskino,  rocovfrin;,'  fi'om  lii.s  iirst 
and  unavoidable,  though  Imt  niouK'ntaiy, 
surpriso.  "First  and  fourth  Hoctinns,  on 
your  right  ami  left  liackwards  whi'id : — 
Quick,  men,  within  tlie  square,  for  your 
lives."  As  ho  •■^jioke,  ho  and  Lieutenant 
John.stono  .^jirang  hastily  1)ack,  and  in  time 
to  obtain  admittaneo  within  the  troops, 
who  had  rapidly  executed  tho  mancrm  re 
comnuanded.  Not  ho  with  Mitchell  and  his 
companions.  On  tho  first  alarm  they  hatl 
<iuitted  the  body  of  the  mutilated  officer, 
and  flown  to  secure  their  arms,  but  even 
■while  in  the  act  of  stooping  to  take  them 
lip,  they  had  been  grapiiled  liy  a  j)Owerrul 
and  vindictive  foe  ;  and  the  ilrst  thing  thi^y 
beheld  on  regaining  their  upright  position, 
Avas  a  dusky  Indian  at  the  .side,  and  a 
gleaming  tomahawk  flashing  rapidly  round 
the  liead  of  each. 

"Firo  not,  on  your  lives,"  exclaimed 
Captiin  Erskine  hastily,  as  he  saw  several 
of  tho  men  in  fi'ont  levelling,  in  tho  excite- 
ment of  the  moment,  their  muskets  at  the 
threatenmg savages.  " J'repaicforattack," 
he  pursued  ;  and  in  tho  next  instant  each 
man  dropped  on  his  right  knee,  and  a  bar- 
rier of  bristling  bayonets  seemed  to  rise 
from  tho  very  bowels  of  tho  earth.  At- 
tracted by  tho  novelty  of  tho  sight,  the  bold 
and  daring  warriors,  although  still  retaining 
their  firm  grasp  of  the  unhappy  soldiers, 
were  for  a  moment  diverted  from  their 
bloody  purpose,  and  temporarily  suspended 
tho  quick  and  rotatory  motion  of  their 
■weapons.  CajDtain  Erskine  took  advantage 
of  this  pause  to  seize  tho  halbert  of  one  of 
his  sergeants,  to  the  extreme  pomt  of 
■which  he  hastily  attached  a  white  pocket 
handkerchief,  that  was  loosely  thrust  into 
the  breast  of  his  uniform ;  tliis  he  waved 
on  high  several  times,  and  then  relinquish- 
ing tho  halbert,  dropped  also  on  liis  knee 
•within  tho  square." 

"  The  dog  of  a  Saganaw  asks  for  mercy," 
said  a  voice  from  within  the  bomb-proof, 
and  speaking  in  the  dialect  of  tho  Ottawas. 
''Ilis  pale  flag  bespeaks  the  quailing  of  his 
heart,  and  his  attitude  denotes  the  timidity 
of  tho  hind.  His  warriors  are  like  himself, 
and  even  now  upon  their  knees  they  call 
upon  their  Manitou  to  preserve  them  from 
thovengeance  of  the  red-skins.  But  mercy 
is  not  for  dogs  lilce  these.  Now  is  tho  time 
to  mak.T  our  tomahawks  wai-m  in  their 
blood ;  and  every  head  that  we  coimt  shall 
bo  a  scalp  upon  our  war  poles." 

As  he  ceased,  one  univei-sal  and  porten- 
tous yell  burst  from  tho  fiend-like  band ; 
md  again    the  weapons    of  death    were 


fiercely  brandished  around  the  heads  of  tho 
•tupilied  soldiers  who  had  fallen  into  their 
power. 

"What  can  they  bo  about?''  anxiously 
cxclauut'd  Captain  Erskine,  in  the  midst  of 
this  (li'iU'cuing  clamoi-,  to  his  subaltern, 
"(^uict,  man;  damn  you,  quiet,  or  Fll  cut 
you  down,"  he  pursiied,  aildressing  one  of 
his  soldiers,  whoso  impatience  caused  him 
to  biiiig  hismutket  haH'up»  to  his  shoulder. 
And  again  he  turned  his  head  in  the  direc- 
tion of  tho  fort: — "Thank  (iod,  hero  it 
comes  at  last, — I  feared  my  signal  had  not 
be(.'n  noticed." 

While  he  yet  spoke,  the  loud  roaring  of 
a  cumuli  from  tho  ramparts  was  heard,  and 
a  shower  of  grai)c-shot  passed  over  the 
heads  of  tho  detachment,  and  was  seen 
tearing  up  the  earth  around  the  bomb- 
proof, and  scattering  fragments  of  stone 
and  wood  hito  tho  air.  Tlie  men  simul- 
laneou-ly  and  unbidden  gave  three  cheers. 

In  an  instant  the  scene  was  changed.  .iVs 
if  moved  by  some  mechanical  impulse,  the 
fierce  band  that  lined  tho  bomb-proof  sank 
below  the  surface,  and  were  no  longer 
visible,  wJiilo  the  warriors  in  the  forest 
again  sought  shelter  behind  the  trees.  The 
captured  soldiers  were  also  liberated  with- 
out injuiy,  go  sudden  and  startling  had 
been  the  terror  produced  in  the  sav'ages  by 
the  lii-ihtening  flash  that  announced  its 
heavy  messengers  of  destruction.  Dis- 
charge after  discharge  succeeded  Avithout 
intermission ;  but  the  guns  had  been 
levelled  so  high,  to  prevent  mjury  to  their 
own  men,  they  had  little  other  ciiect  than 
to  keep  tho  Indians  from  the  attack.  The 
rush  of  bullets  through  the  close  forest, 
and  the  crashing  of  trees  and  branches  as 
they  fell  with  startling  force  upon  each 
other,  were,  with  the  peals  of  artillery,  the 
only  noises  now  to  be  heard  :  for  not  a  yell, 
not  a  word  was  uttered  by  tlie  Indians  after 
the  first  discharge;  and  but  for  tho  cer- 
tainty that  existed  in  every  mind,  it  might 
have  been  supposed  the  whole  of  them  had 
retired. 

"Now  is  your  time,"  cried  Captain  Ers- 
kine ;  "  bring  in  the  litter  to  the  rear,  and 
stoop  as  much  as  possible  to  avoid  the 
shot." 

The  poor  half-strangled  fellows,  however, 
instead  of  obeying  the  order  of  their  cap- 
tain, looked  round  in  every  direction  for 
tho  enemy  by  whom  they  had  been  so 
rudely  handled,  and  who  had  gUded  from 
them  almost  as  imperceptibly  and  swiftly 
as  they  had  at  first  approached.  It  seemed 
as  if  they  apprehended  that  any  attempt  to 
remove  the  body  would  bo  visited  by  those 
fierce  devils  with  tho  same  appalling  and 
ferocious  threatenings. 

"AVliy  stand  ye  there,  ye  dolts,"  con- 
tinued their  captain,  "  looking  around  as 
if  ye  were  bewitched  ?    Bring  the  littfti-  in- 
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♦o  tho  rear.  Mitchell,  j-oii  fool,  are  you 
grown  a  coward  in  your  okl  ago?  Aro  you 
not  a^*llanlecl  to  set  such  an  example  to 
your  comradee?" 

Tho  doubt  thus  implied  of  tho  courngo 
of  his  men,  who,  in  fact,  were  merely  stupi- 
fied  with  tho  sceno  thoy  had  gono  through, 
IukI,  as  Captain  Erskino  expected,  tho  de- 
sired effect.  They  now  bent  themselves  to 
tho  litter,  on  whicli  they  had  previously  do- 
posited  their  muskets,  and  with  a  self-pos- 
session that  contrasted  singularly  with  their 
recent  air  of  wild  astonishment,  boro  it  to 
tho  rear,  at  tho  risk  of  being  cut  in  two 
at  every  moment  by  tho  firo  from  tho  fort. 
Ono  fierco  yell,  instinctively  proifered 
by  several  of  the  lurking  band  in  tho  forest, 
marked  their  disappointment  and  rago  at 
tho  escape  of  their  victuns  :  but  all  at- 
tempt at  uncovering  themselves,  so  as  to 
bo  enabled  to  firo  was  prevented  by  tho 
additional  showers  of  grapo  which  that  yell 
immediately  brought  upcn  them, 

Tho  position  in  whicli  Cajitaui  Erskino 
now  found  himself  was  lilghly  critical.  Be- 
fore liim,  and  on  either  flank,  was  a  multi- 
tude of  savages,  who  oaly  awaited  the  ces- 
sation of  tho  fire  from  tho  fort  to  commence 
their  fiereo  and  impetuous  attack.  Tliat 
that  firo  could  not  long  bo  sustained  was 
evident,  since  ammunition  could  ill  bo  spar- 
ed for  tho  present  inefficient  purpose, 
where  supplies  of  all  kinds  were  so  dillicult 
to  bo  obtained ;  and,  if  ho  should  attempt 
a  retreat,  tho  upright  position  of  his  men 
exposed  them  to  tho  risk  of  being  swept 
away  by  tho  ponderous  metal,  that  already 
ftmned  their  cheeks  ^vith  the  aii-  it  so  rapidly 
divided.  Suddenly,  however,  tho  firo  from 
tho  batteries  was  discontinu':^d,  and  this  ho 
knew  to  bo  a  signal  for  liir  j  iclf.  IIo  gave 
an  order  in  alowvoice,  anO  .he detachment 
quitted  their  recumbent  and  defensivo  po- 
sition, still  remaining  formed  in  square.  At 
tho  same  instant  a  gun  flashed  from  tho 
fort;  but  not  as  before  was  heard  the  rush- 
ing sound  of  tho  destructive  shot  crushing 
tho  trees  in  its  resistle.'s  course.  Tho  In- 
dians took  couragoatthis  circumstance,  for 
thoy  deemed  tho  bullets  of  their  enemies 
were  expended  :  and  that  they  were  mere- 
ly discharging  their  powder  to  keep  up  tho 
apprehension  originally  produced.  Again 
they  showed  themselves,  liko  so  many  de- 
mons, fi'om  behind  their  lurking  places; 
and  yells  and  shouts  of  tho  most  tenific 
and  threatening  character  onco  more  rent 
tho  air,  and  echoed  through  tho  woods. 
Their  cries  of  anticipated  triumph  were  how- 
ever, of  short  dm-ation.  Presently  a  hissing 
noiso  was  heard  in  tho  air;  and  close  to  tho 
bombproof,  and  at  tho  very  skirt  of  tho 
forest,  they  beheld  a  huge  globe  of  iron  fall 
perpendicularly  to  tho  earth,  to  tho  outer 
part  of  which  was  attached  what  they  sup- 
posed to  be  a  reed,   that  spat  forth  innu- 


merablo  sparks  of  fire,  without  however, 
seeming  to  threaten  the  BUghtest  injury. 
Attracted  by  tho  novel  sight,  a  dozen  war- 
riora  sprang  to  tho  spot,  and  fastened  their 
gazo  upon  it  with  all  tho  childihh  wonder 
and  curiosity  of  men  in  asavago  state.  One, 
moro  eager  and  restless  than  hia  fellows, 
stooped  over  it  to  feclwithliishand  ofwhat 
it  was  composed.  At  thatmoment  it  burst, 
and  limbs,  and  heads,  and  entrails,  wero 
swen  flying  in  tho  air,  with  tho  fragments 
of  tho  shell,  and  prostrate  and  struggling 
forms  lay  writhing  on  every  hand  in  tho  last, 
fierco  agonies  of  death. 

A  yell  of  despair  and  a  shout  of  triumph 
burst  at  tho  same  moment  from  tho  adverse 
parties.  Taking  advantage  of  tho  terror 
produced,  by  this  catastrophe,  in  tho  sa- 
vages. Captain  Erskino  caused  tho  men, 
bearing  tho  coi'pso,  to  retreat,  with  all  ijos- 
siblo  expedition,  undertho  ramparts  of  tho 
fort.  IIo  waited  until  they  got  nearly  half 
way,  and  then  threw  forwaril  tho  wheeling 
sections,  that  had  covered  this  movement, 
onco  moro  into  single  file,  in  which  order 
ho  commenced  his  retreat.  Step  by  step, 
and  almost  imperceptibly,  tho  men  paced 
backwards,  ready,  at  a  moment's  notice,  to 
re-form  tho  square.  Partly  recovering 
from  the  terror  and  surprise  produced  by 
tho  bursting  of  tho  shell,  tho  Indians,  wero 
quick  in  perceiving  this  movement :  filled 
with  rago  at  ha\  ing  been  so  long  balked  of 
their  aim,  they  threw  themselves  onco  moro 
impetuously  from  their  cover;  and,  with 
stimulating  yells,  at  length  opened  their 
firo.  Several  of  Captain  Erskine's  men 
were  wounded  by  tliis  discharge  when,again, 
and  furiously  tho  cannon  opened  frorn  tho 
fort.  It  was  then  that  tho  superiority  of 
tho  artillery  was  made  manifest.  Bothright 
and  left  of  tho  retreatmg  files  tho  ponder- 
ous shot  flew  heavily  past,  carrying  death 
and  terror  to  tho  Indians ;  while  not  a  man 
of  thoso  who  intervened  was  scathed  or 
touched  in  its  progress.  Tho  warriors  in 
tho  forest  wero  onco  moro  compelled  to 
shelter  themselves  behind  tho  trees ;  but 
in  tho  bomb-proof,  whero  they  wero  moro 
secure,  tliey  wero  also  moro  bold.  From 
tliis  a  galUng  firo,  mingled  with  tho  most 
hideous  yells,  was  now  kept  up;  and  tho 
detaclmient,  in  their  slow  retreat,  suffered 
considerably.  Several  men  had  been  kiil- 
cd;  and,  about  twenty,  including  Lieut- 
enant Johnstone,  wounded,  when  again  ono 
of  thoso  murderous  globes  fell,  hissing  in 
tho  very  centro  of  tho  bomb-proof,  lu  an 
instant  tho  Indian  firo  was  discontinued  ; 
and  their  dark  and  pliant  forms  wero  seen 
hurrying  with  almost  incredible  rapidity 
over  tho  dilapidated  walls,  and  flying  into 
tho  veiy  heart  of  tho  forest,  so  that  when 
the  shell  exploded,  a  few  seconds  afterwards, 
not  a  warrior  was  to  be  seen.  From  tliismo- 
raent  tho  attack  was  not  renevred,   and 
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Captain  Erekino  mndo  good  his  rotroat 
without  furthor  molu.stutioii. 

"  W'.n,  oltl  buUoisl'  oxolaimcd  onn  of 
thoU'adingtih's,as  tliodotachuient  proceed- 
ed by  its  dead  and  wounded,  now  moved 
along  tho  liioat  in  tlio  (hrcc-tion  of  llm 
druw-bridgo,  "how did  you  liJ<ii  tho  gripof 
thcra  ie(l  savages? — I  say,  lilitelicll,  old 
Nick  will  scarcely  know  tho  faco  ofyon, 
it'a  BO  much  altered  by  fright.  Did  you 
seo,"  turning  totiioman  in  hid  rear,  '-liow 
liarum-scaruni  ho  looked  when  tho  Captain 
culled  out  to  him  to  como  oti"?" 

"Hold  your  dapper,   you  spooney,  and 

bod d  to  your'  exclaimed   tho  angry 

veteran.  "Had  Iho  Ingian  fastened  his 
j)aw  on  your  ugly  neck  as  ho  did  upon 
mine,  all  tho  pitiful  lifo  your  mother  i)ut 
into  you  would  havo  been  spirited  away 
from  very  fear ;  so  you  needn't  brag !'' 

"  Sure,  and  if  any  ofyo  hud  a  grain  of 
spunk,  ye  would  havo  liretl,  and  freed  a 
n-llow  from  tho  eluich  of  tiiem  Ingin 
thieves,'  muttered  anothor  of  the  mi'n  at 
tho  Utter.  ' '  All  tho  time  thode  vil  had  mo  by 
tho  throat,  swinging  his  tomm.vhawk  about 
my  head,  Isawye  dancing  uj)  and  down  in  tho 
heavens,  instead  of  being  on  your  marrow 
bones  on  tho  common." 

" Aiid  cUdn't  I  want  to  do  it  ?"  rejoined 
tho  first  spciUcor.  "Ask  Tom  Winkl(>r 
hero,  if  tho  Captain  didn't  ewear  he'd  cut 
my  head  of? if  I  even  oilercd  so  much  as  to 
touch  tho  trigger  of  my  musket." ' 

"Faitli,  ancl  lucky  ho  cUd,"  l-eplicd  his 
covering  man,  (for  tho  ranks  had  again 
joined),  "  since  but  for  that,  vhero  wouldn'  t 
bo  at  tliis  moment  bo  much  as  a  hair  of  the 
scalp  of  ono  you  left." 

"IJy  gracious,"  paid  a  good-humored, 
quaint  looking  Irishman,  who  had  been  fix- 
ing his  eyed  on  tho  litter  during  this  collo- 
quy; "it  Barnes  to  mo,  my  boys,  that  yo 
havo  caught  tho  wrong  cow  by  tho  horns, 
and  that  all  your  pains  has  been  for  nothuig 
at  all,  at  all.  By  the  pope,  yo  aro  all 
wrong ;  it's  hko  bringing  salt  butter  to 
Cork,  or  coals  to  ^our  Newcastle,  as  yo  call 
it.  \Vho  the  divil  ever  lieard  of  the  oflScer 
wearing  ammunition  shoes?" 

Tho  men  all  turned  their  gaze  on  that 
part  of  tho  vestment  of  the<:orpse  to  which 
their  attention  had  been  directed  by  this 
remark,  when  it  was  at  onco  perceived,  al- 
though it  hadhithertoesoaped  tho  observa- 
tion even  of  tho  oflBcera,  that,  not  only 
tho  shoes  wero  those  usually  worn  by  tho 
soldiers,  and  termed  ammunition  or  store 
shoes,  but  also,  tho  trowsers  were  of  tho 
description  of  coarsu  grey,  pecuUar,  to  that 
class. 

"By  the  piper  and  ye're  right,  Dick, 
Doherty,"  exclaimed  another  Ii-ishman; 
"sure,  and  it isn' t tho  officer  at  alll  Just 
look] at  tho  gi-eat  black  fist  of  him  too, 
and  never  call  mo  Phil  Slieban,  if  it  ever 


\vtis  made  for  tne  handling  of  an  officer's 

spit." 

"Wh.it  a  set  of  hignoramus'^.o  ye  must 
be,"  grunted  oldMitchell,  "not  tosoo  that 
the  ca])tain'.shaiidisonlyeovp.*ed  with  dirt; 
and  as  for  the  ammuniti'Hl!^hoes  and  trowsers 
why  you  know  your  officers  wear  anything 
since*  we  havo  been  cooped  ujt  in  this  here 
fort."' 

"  Yes,  by  tho  holy  poker,  off  duty,  if 
they  hko  it,"  returned  IMiiK^heban  ;  "but 
it  isn't  even  thecolontl's  oAvnbom  son  that 
daro  to  do  so  while  officer  of  the  guanl." 

At  tliis  point  of  tlieir  conversation,  one  of 
tho  leading  men  at  the  litter,  in  turning  to 
look  at  its  subject,  stumbled  over  the  root 
of  a  stump  tiiat  lay  in  his  way,  and  feli 
violently  forwaid.  The  sudden  action  des- 
troyed tlio  0(iiiiUhriumof  tho  corpse,  which 
rolledoifitsteuiiiorarybier  upontho  earth, 
anddisclosed  for  tho  first  time.aface  begrim- 
ed with  masses  of  clotted  blood,  which  had 
streamed  i'ortli  from  the  si^alped  brain 
during  tho  ni^'ht. 

"Its  thodivil  himself,"  said  Pliil  Sheban, 
making  tho  sign  of  the  cross' half  in  jest, 
half  iu  earnest ;  "for  it  isn't  tho  captain  at 
all,  and  who  but  tho  divil  could  havo  ma- 
naged to  clap  on  his  rigimentals?'' 

"No,  it's  m\  Ingian,"  remarked  Dick 
Burford,  sagaciously  ;  "it's  an  Ingian  that 
has  killed  the  captain,  and  dressed  himself 
in  his  clothes.  1  thought  ho  smelt  strong, 
when  I  helped  to  pick  him  up." 

"  What  a,  pet  of  prating  fools  ye  are."  in- 
terrupted the  leadmg  sergeant ;  "  who  ever 
saw  an  Ingian  with  light  hair?  and  suro 
this  hair  in  tho  neck  is  that  of  a  Christian." 

At  that  moment  Captain  Erskine,  attract- 
ed by  tho  sudden  halt  produced  by  tho  fall- 
ing of  tho  body,  camoquickly  up  to  thefront. 

"  What  is  tho  meaning  of  all  this,  Cassi- 
dy?"  ho  steraly  demanded  of  tho  sergeant: 
"why  is  this  halt  without  my  orders,  and 
how  comes  tho  body  hero?" 

"Carter  stumbled  against  a  root,  sir,  and 
tho  body  rolled  over  upon  the  ground." 

"And  was  tho  body  to  roll  back  again?" 
angrily  rejoined  his  captain.  "WTiatmean 
yo,  fellows,  by  standing  there ;  quick,  re- 
place it  upon  tho  litter  and  mind  this  does 
not  occur  again." 

"They  say,  sir,"  said  tho  sergeant,  res- 
pectfully, as  tho  men  proceeded  to  their 
duty,  "  that  it  is  not  Captain  do  Haldimar 
after  all,  but  an  Ingian." 

"Not  Captain  do  Haldimar  !  are  ye  all 
mad?  and  have  tho  Indians,  in  reahty,  turn- 
ed your  brains  with  fear?" 

"What,  however,  was  his  own  surpriso, 
and  that  of  Lieutenant  Johnstone,  when, 
on  a  closer  cxaminntion  of  the  corpse,  which 
tho  men  had  now  placed  with  its  face  up- 
permost, they  discoverol  tho  bewildering 
fact  that  it  was  not,  indeed,  Captain  do 
Haldimar  who  lay  before  them,  hut  a  stnm- 
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fH>v,  dressed  in  tlio  uniform  of  that  officer. 
There  was  no  time  to  solve,  or  even  to 
dwell  on  the  hinjjular  mystery  ;  ft)r  the  In- 
dians, though nnw  retired,  might  1)(>  e-xpcct- 
eii  to  rally  and  nniew  the  attack.  Once 
more,  therefore,  the  detaeluneiit  moved 
iorwanl ;  the  officers  droppin;^  as  before  to 
the  rear,  to  walcli  any  moveim nts  of  the 
enemy  .'<liotil<l  'ic  re-.'ippear.  Ni)tliiiig.  how- 
ever, occurred  to  interrupt  their  march ; 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  heavy  chinking  of 
tho  chains  of  the  drawl )rid;,'c,  as  it  was  again 
raiued  hy  its  strong  pulleys,  and  the  dull 
creiiKing  sound  of  the  rusty  bolts  and  locks 
that  secured  the  jjonderous  gate,announced 
tho  detachment  was  onco  more  safely  with- 
in tho  fort. 

While  the  wounded  men  were  being  con- 
veyed to  the  hospital,  a  groui>,  comprising 
almost  all  tho  officers  of  tho  garrison,  has- 
tened to  meet  Captain  Erskino  and  Lieut- 
enant Johnstone.  Congratulations  on  the 
escape  of  tho  one,  and  compliments,  rather 
than  condolences,  on  tho  accident  of  the 
other,  which  tho  arm  <,7i<!t7ta;j<e  denoted  to 
be  slight,  were  hastily  and  warmlyproff'ered. 
These  felicitations  wero  the  geuumo  ebulli- 
tions of  tho  hearts  of  men  who  really  felt  a 
pride,  unmixed  with  jealousy,  in  tho  con- 
duct of  their  fellows  ;  and  so  cool  and  ex- 
cellent had  been  tho  manner  in  which  Cap- 
tain Erskino  had  accomplished  liis  object, 
tliat  it  had  claimed  tho  Undivided  admira- 
tion of  all  who  had  been  sjjectators  of  the 
affair,  and  had,  with  tho  aid  of  their  teles- 
copes, been  enabled  to  fellow  the  minutest 
movements  of  tho  detachment. 

''By  lieaven!"  bo  at  length  replied,  his 
chest  swelling- with  gratified  prido  at  the 
wium  and  generous  approval  of  his  compa- 
nions ;  '  •  this  more  than  repays  mc  for  every 
risk.  Yet,  to  be  sincere,  tho  credit  is  not 
mine,  but  Wentworth's.  But  for  you,  my 
dear  fellow,"  grasping  and  shaking  the 
hand  of  that  officer,  "wo  should  bavo  ren- 
dered but  a  Flemish  account  of  ourselves. 
How  beautifully  those  guns  covered  our  re- 
treat I  and  the  first  mortar  that  sent  the 
howling  devils  flying  in  air  like  so  many 
Will-o' the-wisps,  who  placed  that,  Went- 
wortbV" 

' '  I  did,' '  replied  the  cflScer,  with  a  quick- 
ness tliat  denoted  a  natural  feeling  of  exul- 
tation ;  "  but  Bombardier  Kitson's  was  the 
most  effective.  It  was  bis  shell  that  drove 
the  Indians  finally  out  of  the  bomb-proof, 
and  left  the  coast  clear  for  your  retreat." 

' '  The)  i  Kitson,  and  bis  gunners  also,  meri  t 
our  best  thanks,"  pursued  Captain  Erskinc 
whoso  spirits,  now  that  bis  detachment  was 
in  safety,  were  more  than  usually  exhilarat- 
ed by  the  pxciting  events  of  the  last  hour ; 
"and  what  will  be  more  acceptable,  per- 
haps, they  shall  each  bave  a  glass  of  my 
best  old  Jamaica  before  they  sleep, — ^and 
such  stuff  ia  not  to  be  met  with  every  day 


in  this  wilderness  of  a  ootmtry.  But,  con- 
fi>uiid  my  stiijnd  bead  where!  areT'liarlesde 
llaldimar  and  Sir  Everard  Valletort?" 

"I'oor  Charles  is  in  a  high  fever,  and 
conlined  to  his  bed,"  remarked  Captain 
Blessington,  who  now  eame  up,  adding  his 
congratulations  in  a  low  tone,  thut  mai'ked 
the  despondency  ^A'  his  heait ;  "an<l  iSir 
I'^verard  I  have  just  left  on  tlie  rampart 
with  the  company,  looking,  as  he  well  may, 
the  very  image  of  despair." 

"IJun  to  them,  Sumners,  my  dear  boy," 
said  Erskine,  hastily  addressing  himself  to 
a  yoimg  ensign  who  stood  near  him  ;  "  run 
(|iiickly,  and  relieve  them  of  their  error. 
SM,\Vit  is  not  ])e  llaldimar  who  has  been 
killed,  therefore  they  need  not  make  them- 
selves any  longer  imeasy  on  that  score." 
The  ofTiccrs  gave  n  start  of  surprise.  Hum- 
ners,  however,  hast(>ned  to  ac(|uit  liimself 
of  the  pleasing  task  assigned  him,  without 
wailing  to  bear  tho  explanation  of  tho  sin- 
gular declaration. 

"Not  Do  llaldimar!"  eagerly  and  anxi- 
ously exclaimed  Captain  Blessington ;  "  who 
then  have  you  brought  to  us  in  his  uniform, 
wliiith  I  clearly  distinguished  from  tho  ram- 
part as  you  j)assed?  Surely  you  would 
not  tamper  with  us  at  such  a  moment,  Ers- 
kine V" 

"Who  it  is,  I  know  no  more  than  Adam," 
rejoined  tho  other  ;  "  unless,  indeed,  it  bo 
the  devil  himself.  All  I  do  know  is,  it  is  not 
our  friend  Do  llaldimar  ;  although,  as  you 
observe,  be  most  certainly  wears  his  uniform. 
But  you  shall  seo  and  judgo  for  yourselves, 
gentlemen.  Sergeant  Cassidy,"  bo  inquir- 
ed of  that  individual,  who  now  came  to  ask 
if  tho  detachment  was  to  bo  dismissed, 
"  whcro  bavo  you  placed  tho  litter  1" 

Under  the  piazza  of  the  guard-room,  sir," 
answered  tho  sergeant.  These  words  bad 
scarcely  been  uttercJ,  when  a  general  and 
hasty  movement  of  the  officers,  anxious  to 
satisfy  themselves  by  personal  observation  it 
was  not  indeed  De  llaldimar  who  bad  fal- 
len, took  place  in  tho  direction  alluded  to, 
and  in  the  next  moment  they  wcro  at  the 
side  of  tho  litter. 

A  blanket  bad  been  thrown  upon  tho 
corpse  to  conceal  tho  loathsome  disfigure- 
ment of  the  face,  over  which  masses  of  thick 
coagulated  blood  were  laid  in  patches  and 
streaks,  that  set  all  recognition  at  defiance. 
The  formation  of  tho  head  alone,  which 
was  round  and  short,  denoted  it  to  be  not 
De  Haldimar's.  Not  a  feature  was  left  im- 
defiled ;  and  even  the  eyes  were  so  covered 
it  was  impossible  to  say  whether  their  lids 
were  closed  or  open.  More  than  one  offi- 
cer's cheek  paled  vrith  tho  sickness  that 
rose  to  bis  heart  as  be  gazed  on  tho  hideous 
spectacle ;  yet  as  tho  curiosity  of  all  was 
strongly  excited  to  know^ho  the  murdered 
man  really  was  who  bad  been  so  unaccount- 
ably inducted  in  the  uniform  of  their  lost 
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'  who 


couipnnion,  tlicy  wi>ro  rcHoIvfd  to  siitisfy 
thciiiHclvcHwitliout  f'urtlicr  (li'liiy.  A  Imsin 
i)t"  wurm  wattT  aixl  a  mjk)Ii>?(<  \v<  to  pioiurtil 
froin  tlio  >iuiii<l  room  of  iMisijin  Finti-si  uc, 
who  now  juiticd  tlit'tn,  ainl  witli  tht-so  Ciip- 
tain  LlosBington  proc»jed<'il  to  reiuovo  tliu 
(linguiMo. 

In  tho  cour.so  of  this  hivation,  it  was 
iliscovcrcd  thi«  cxti'aoriliuary  flow  of  iilood 
;ind  lirains  hail  hfi'ii  in'oducctl  hy  tho 
infliction  of  a  (h'i'p  wound  on  tiiu  hai-k  of 
tho  hoatl,  hy  tho  .Mliaij)  and  jtonih-rous 
tomahawk  of  an  In<lian.  It  was  tiio  t)iily 
Mow  tliat  liad  been  >;ivcn  j  and  tiio  cir- 
cunistanco  of  tli(<  doccascd  liaving  hccn 
i'ound  lying  on  liis  (ao<>,  accounted  fi.r  tho 
((Uaritity  of  gore,  tiiat,  trickling  down- 
wards, hail  HO  conijili'tt'ly  disguised  every 
feature.  As  tlio  coat  of  thick  encruated 
matter  gave  way  bonoatli  tlio  frcrjuent  ap- 
])lication  i»f  tho  moistening  sponge,  the 
pallid  hue  of  tho  countenance  denoted  the 
miu'dered  man  to  he  a  white.  All  douht, 
liowover,  was  soon  at  an  end.  Tli*  amiiiu- 
nition  shoes,  tho  gr<'y  trowsers,  the  coarse 
linen,  and  tho  still'  leatlieru  stock  encir- 
cling tho  neck,  attested  the  sufi'erer  to  he 
a  .soldier  of  tho  garrison;  hut  it  was  not 
mitil  the  i'ace  had  iieen  completely  denud- 
ed of  its  imsightly  covi'iing,  and  every 
leaturo  fully  exposed,  that  tlie  soldier  was 
at  length  recognized  to  be  Harry  Donellan, 
tho  trusty  and  attached  servant  of  Captahi 
d(^  Ilaldimar. 

Whilo  yet  the  ofTicers  stood  apart,  gazing 
at  tho  corpse,  and  Ibrming  a  variety  of  con- 
jectures, as  vague  as  they  were  unsatisfactory 
in  regard  to  their  mw  mystery,  Sir  Everard 
Vallctort,  palo  and  breathless  with  tho 
cpecd  ho  liad  used,  suddenly  appeared 
among  them. 

"God  of  heaven!  can  it  be  true — and  is 
it  really  not  Do  llaldimnr  whom  I  have 
siiot?"  wildly  asked  tho  agitated  young 
man.  '-Who  is  this,  Erskine  ?'  Ik^  con- 
tinued glancing  at  tho  litter.  "Exiilain, 
for  pity's  sake,  and  (|uickly." 

"Compose  yourself,  my  dear  Valletort,"' 
replied  the  olficer  addressed.  "You  see 
tliis  is  not  Do  Ilaldimar,  but  his  servant 
Donellan.  Neither  has  the  latter  met  his 
death  from  your  riflo ;  there  is  no  mark  of 
a  bullet  about  him.  It  was  an  Indian 
tomaliawk  that  did  his  business  ;  and  I  will 
stake  my  head  against  a  hickory  nut  tho 
blow  camo  from  the  same  rascal  at  whom 
you  fired,  and  who  gave  back  tho  shot  and 
tho  scalp  halloo." 

This  opinion  was  unanimously  expressed 
by  the  remainder  of  tho  officers.  Sir  Eve- 
lard  was  almost  as  much  overpowered  with 
his  joy,  as  ho  had  previously  been  over- 
whfelmed  by  his  despair,  and  he  grasped 
and  shook  the  hand  of  Captain  Erskine, 
who  had  thus  been  the  means  of  relieving 
his  conscience,  with  an  energy  of  gratitude 


'md  f<'cling  that  almost  <lrew  tearn  from  tho 
eyes  of  that  blunt  but  gallant  officer. 

•'Thank  (iod  !  thank  (Jod!"  lio  (ervoutly 
exclaimed:  'I  have  not  then  oven  the 
death  of  j)Of»r  Donellan  to  answr.-  for  ;" 
and  hastening  from  the  guardroom,  ho 
pursued  his  course  hurriedly  and  deUghtedly 
to  the  harruck-room  of  his  friend. 


CIUrTER  V. 

TiiK  hour  fixed  for  the  trial  of  the  pris- 
oner Ilallowiy  had  now  ariiv»'d,  and  tho 
oflieers  composing  tho  court  were  all  mot 
in  the  mess-room  of  the  garrison,  surround- 
ing a  long  green  tablo  covereil  with  green 
cloth,  over  which  were  distributed  pens, 
ink,  and  paper  for  taking  minutes  of  the 
evidence,  and  such  notes  of  the  proceedings 
as  the  several  members  might  deem  neces- 
sary in  tho  course  of  tiu^  trial.  Captain 
Blessington  presided;  and  next  liim,  on 
I  either  hand,  were  the  first  in  seniority  tho 
two  junior  occupying  the  lowest  places. 
Tho  deim  anor  of  the  several  officers,  serious 
and  belitting  tho  tluty  they  were  mot  to 
ln'i'form.  was  rendeieil  more  especially  sol- 
emn from  the  presence  of  th(*  governor, 
who,  sitting  a  little  to  tho  right  of  tho  jire- 
siilent,  an<l  without  tho  cin'l(\  remained 
covered,  with  his  arms  folded  across  his 
chest.  At  a  signal  given  by  tho  president 
to  tho  orderly  in  waiting  that  individual 
disappeared  from  the  room,  and  soon  after- 
wards Frank  Ilallowfiy,  strongly  ironed,  as 
on  tho  j)i'ecoding  night,  was  ushered  in  by 
several  files  of  the  guard,  imder  Ensign 
Fortescuo  himself. 

The  prisoner  having  been  stationed  a  few 
paces  on  tho  left  of  tho  president,  that 
officer  stootl  up  to  administer  tho  custo- 
mary oath.  Ilis  example  was  followed  by 
the  rest  of  th<^  court,  who  now  rose,  and 
extending  each  his  right  hand  ui)on  tho 
prayer  book,  repeiited,  after  tho  president, 
the  form  of  words  prescribed  by  military 
law.  They  then,  after  successively  touching 
tho  sacred  volume  with  tlicir  lips,  once 
more  resumed  their  seats  at  tho  table. 

The  prosecutor  was  tho  Adjutant  Lawson 
who  now  handed  over  to  tho  president  a 
piper,  from  which  the  latter  officer  read, 
in  a  clear  and  distinct  voice,  the  following 
charges,  viz. — 

"  ist.  For  having  on  tho  night  of  the  -  tli 
Septomberj  1TG3,  while  on  duty  at  the 
gate  of  tho  Fortress  of  Detroit,  either  ad- 
mitted a  stranger  into  tho  garrison  himsst-lf, 
or  suffered  him  to  obtain  abmission,  with- 
out giving  tho  alarm,  or  using  tho  means 
necessary  to  ensure  his  apprehension,  sucli 
conduct  being  treasonable,  and  in  breach 
of  tho  articles  of  war. 

"  2nd.  For  having  been  accessory  to  the 
abduction  of  Captain  Frederick  de  Ilaldi- 
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mar  and  private  Ilnrry  Donollun,  tlio  dis- 
api)oiiiauco  of  whom  IVom  tho  gilrri^<oIl 
Clin  only  bo  uttriliutcd  to  u  hciiot  unilt>r- 
ttumluiK  existing  bctwoou  tlio  iniioiuTaiul 
thi>  ononiy  without  tho  wiiUh,  mu-h  oon(hitt 
bi'ing  trijoBoniiblo,  uuJ  in  breach  of  the 
urtiuh'H  of  Will'." 

'•riivato  Fmnk  Ilallowiiy,"  continued 
Captain  lUcssington,  al't<T  having  read 
tht'so  two  whort  but  iuipoitanl  cliurgi's, 
**  you  have  hoanl  what  was  boon  nrofoirod 
agamst  you;  what  nay  you,  Ihoroforc? 
Aro  you  guilty,  or  not  guilty  V" 

'•Not  guilty,*'  lirniiy  and  somowhat 
cxultingly  replied  tho  prisoner,  laying  his 
hand  ut  tho  tiamo  time  on  his  Hwoiling 
heart. 

"Stay,  sir,"  sternly  ol)servod  tho  gover- 
nor, ttddressing  tho  president;  "  you  have 
not  read  all  tho  charges." 

Captain  Blessington  took  up  tho  paper 
from  I  ho  table,  on  which  ho  had  carolessly 
thrown  it,  after  reading  tho  accusation 
ubovo  detailed,  iwid  perceived,  for  tho  lirst 
time,  that  a  portion  had  boon  doubled 
back.  His  c%'o  now  glanced  over  a  third 
charge,  which  had  previously  escaped  his 
attention. 

••I'risoncr,"  ho  pursued,  after  tho  lapso 
of  a  minute,  "there  is  a  third  charge 
against  you,  viz.  for  liaving,  on  tho  night 
of  tlu! — ih  Sept.  17G3,  sull'ored  Cajjtain  do 
llaldiraar  to  uueloso  tho  gate  of  tho  for- 
tress, and,  accompanied  by  his  servant,  pri- 
vato  Harry  Donellan,  to  pass  your  ]jost 
without  tho  sanction  of  tho  governor,  such 
coiiducb  being  in  direct  violation  of  a 
standing  order  of  the  garrison,  and  jmnish- 
al)'.>  with  death." 

Tho  prisoner  started.  "What  !"  ho  ex- 
claimed, his  chock  paling  for  tho  first  time 
witli  momentary  apprehension  "  is  this 
voluntary  confession  of  my  own  to  bo 
turned  into  a  charge  that  threatens  my 
hfe?  Colonel  do  llaldimar,  is  tho  expla- 
nation which  I  gave  you  only  this  very  hour 
and  in  private,  to  bo  mado  tho  public  ins- 
trument of  my  condemnation?  Am  I  to 
die  because  I  had  not  firmness  to  resist  tho 
prayer  of  my  captain  and  of  your  son, 
Colonel  do  llaldimar  ?' ' 

Tho  president  looked  towards  tho  gover- 
nor, but  a  significant  motion  of  tho  head 
was  tho  only  reply ;  ho  proceeded, — 

■'Prisoner  Ilalloway,  what  plead  you  to 
this  charge?    Guilty,  or  not  guilty?" 

"I  see  plainly,"  said  Ilalloway,  after  tho 
pause  of  a  minute,  during  which  ho  appear- 
ed to  bo  summoning  all  his  energies  to  his 
aid;  "1  600  plainly  that  it  is  useless  to 
strive  against  my  fate.  Captain  de  llaldimar 
is  not  here,  and  I  must  dio.  Still  I  shall 
not  have  the  disgrace  of  dying  as  a  traitor, 
though  I  own  I  have  violated  tho  orders  of 
tho  garrison." 

"Prisoner,"    interrupted  Captain  ples- 


lington,  "  whatovor  you  may  Imvo  to  urg«>, 
you  iiaii  better  reccrve  for  your  defi-nco. 
Meanwiiili',  wliat  answer  do  you  mako  to 
till!  hist  charge  preferred  ? — Aro  you  guilty, 
or  not  gtiilty  V" 

"Guilty,"  said  Ilalloway,  in  a  tone  of 
iningli'd  i>rido  and  sonow,  "  guilty  of 
having  listened  to  tlu*  i-arnost  jirayer  of 
my  captain,  and  suflered  him,  in  violation 
of  my  orders,  to  pass  my  post.  Uf  tho 
other  charges  I  am  innocent. 

Tlio  court  listened  witii  tiie  most  profound 
attention  and  iiitenvst  to  (ho  words  of  tho 
prisoner,  and  tliry  glanced  iit  each  other  in 
a  manner  that  marked  their  nenso  of  tho 
truth  they  attached  to  liis  declaration. 

"Ilalloway,  i>risniier,"  ri'sumed  Captain 
Blessington,  niihlly,  yet  impressively;  "  re- 
collect  tho  severe  penalty  which  tho  thirtl 
cliarge,  no  less  than  tho  others,  entails, 
anil  recall  your  admission.  iJo  advised  by 
mo,"  ho  pursued,  observing  his  hesitation, 
"withdraw  your  plea,  then,  and  substi- 
tute that  of  not  guilty  to  the     bole." 

"Captain  Blessington,"       aurned   tho 

Iirisoner  with  deep  emotion,  "  X  fool  all  tho 
cindness  of  your  motive  ;  and  if  anything 
can  console  mo  in  my  present  situation,  it 
is  tho  circumstance  of  having,  presiding  at 
my  trial,  an  oflicer  so  universally  beloved 
by  tho  wholo  corps.  Still,"  and  again  his 
voico  acquired  its  wonted  firmness,  and  his 
cheek  glowed  with  honest  pride,  "still,  I 
scorn  to  retract  my  words.  Of  tho  two  first 
charges  I  am  as  innocent  us  tho  babe  unborn. 
To  tho  last  I  plead  guilty ;  and  vain  would 
it  bo  to  say  otherwise,  since  the  gate  was 
foimd  open  while  I  was  on  duty,  'and  I  know 
tho  ]ienalty  attached  to  tho  disobedience 
of  orders." 

After  some  further  but  ineffectual 
remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the  president, 
tho  pleas  of  the  prisoner  were  recorded, 
and  tho  examination  commenced.  Gover- 
nor do  llaldimar  was  the  first  witness. 

That  officer,  having  been  sworn,  stated, 
that  on  tho  i>receding  night  ho  had  been 
intruded  upon  in  his  apartment  by  a 
stranger,  who  could  have  obtained  admis- 
sion only  through  the  gate  of  the  fortress, 
by  which  also  ho  must  have  made  good  his 
escape.  That  it  was  evident  tho  prisoner 
had  been  in  correspondence  with  their 
enemies,  since,  on  proceeding  to  examine 
tho  gate  it  had  been  found  unlocked,  while 
tho  confusion  manifested  by  him  on  being 
accused,  satisfied  all  who  were  present  of 
tho  enormity  of  his  guilt.  Search  had  been 
mado  cferywhere  for  tho  keys,  but  with- 
out success. 

The  second  charge  waa  supported  by 
presumptive  evidence  alone ;  for  although 
tho  governor  swore  to  the  disappearance 
of  his  son,  and  the  murder  of  his  servant, 
and  dwelt  emphatically  on  the  fact  of  their 
having  been  forcibly  carried  off  with  the 
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conniviinco  of  tho  prisoner,  Htill  thcro  wu« 
no  i>llii>r  proof  of  tfiiM,  tli;iii  tho  (lecluotions 
ilrawii  from  Iho  circumstances  ulroiuly  do- 
tailc.l.  To  nioot  this  tliflli'uhy,  liowcvcr, 
tho  tliiid  cluir>;o  h:ul  \>oini  frumud. 

In  proof  of  this  tho  fjovcriior  Btatod. 
thit  tlio  prisoner,  on  being  interrogutetl 
l)y  him,  immediately  Huhseijuent  tohin  beiiiR 
relievecl  from  liis  jiost,  had  cvinecd  Hucli 
coiifusion  nnd  hesitation,  iis  to  h-avo  no 
(Iwulitwhateverof  his  f^iiilt;  that,  iiifhienc- 
fd  hy  tho  half  i)romi-'0  of  couununioation, 
^vliii'li  tliO  coiiit  had  lieard  as  well  iis  him- 
tclf,  ho  liad  HiiH'erodtho  trial  of  the  prisoner 
tobedelayed until  thoj)resonthour,  ntrong- 
ly  hoping  ho  might  then  to  induce  1  to 
reveal  tho  hhir«  lie  hid  borno  in  thi>>c 
tuiworthy  nnd  treasonabli'  practices  ;  tliat, 
vitliii  view  to  obtain  thii  disclosure,  so 
osM'utial  to  tho  Kaf<'ty  of  tlio  garrison,  ho 
hid,  conjointly  with  Major  JJlackwator, 
visited  tho  cell  of  the  j)iiioner,  to  whom  ho 
related  thd  fact  of  the  nuirder  of  l)onell  m, 
hi  tho  di<guiso  of  liis  mistor't*  uuil'orm, 
conjuring  him,  nt  tho  same  time,  if  ho 
rogurdi'd  his  own  life,  and  tls  >  eafoty  of 
those  who  were  most  dear  to  him,  to  give 
ft  cluo  to  tho  Bolution  of  this  mysterious  I 
circumstance,  nnd  disclose  the  naturo  and 
extent  of  his  connection  with  tho  enemy 
without;  that  tho  prisoner  however  resoluto- 
ly  denied,  us  before,  tln'  guilt  imputed  to 
him,  but  having  had  time  to  concoct  a 
jilausiblo  story,  stated.  (douVitless  with  a 
view  to  Fhield  himself  from  tho  f-evero 
])unidimcnt  ho  well  knew  to  be,  attached  to 
his  oilence.)  that  Captain  do  I',  jdimirhim- 
tjclf  had  removed  tho  koysf)\ru  tho  guaixl- 
room,  uijencd  the  gate  of  iho  fortress,  and 
accompanied  by  his  servant,  dressed  in  a 
colored  coat,  liad  sallied  forth  upon  tho 
common.  And  this,  emphatically  pursued 
tho  governor,  tho  prisoner  admits  ho 
permitted,  although  well  awaro  that,  by  an 
order  of  long  standing  for  tho  security  of 
tho  garrison,  such  a  ilagrant  dereliction  of 
his  duty  Bubjected  him  to  tho  pimishment 
of  death. 

Major  Blackwator  was  tho  next  witness 
examined.  Ill 3  testimony  went  to  prove 
tho  fact  of  tho  ;,'ato  having  been  found  open, 
and  tho  co;ifusion  manifested  by  the 
prisoner.  1/  also  substantiated  that  part 
of  the  governor's  evidence  on  tho  third 
charge,  wbich  related  to  the  confession 
recently  Tnade  by  Ilalloway,  on  which  that 
charge  had  been  framed. 

Tho  sergeant  of  tho  guard,  and  tho 
governor's  orderly  having  severally  corro- 
borated tho  first  portions  of  Major  Black- 
water's  evidence,  tho  examination  on  the 
part  of  tho  prosecution  terminated  ;  when 
the  president  called  on  the  prisoner  Ilallo- 
way for  his  defence.  The  latter,  in  a  clear, 
and  firm  tone,  and  in  terms  that  surprised 
Lis  auditory,  thus  addressed  the  Court : — 


"  Mr.  I'rcHid.nf,  nnd  gentlemen,— 
Although  Btandiiig  before  you  tn  tho  ca- 
pacity of  a  private  HoMior,  und,  oh  1  bitter 
and  humiliating  rellection,  in  that  most 
wretched  and  disgraeelul  (if  all  situation.s, 
a  buspccted  traitor,  1  am  not  indeed  what 
I  Bcem  to  bo.  It  is  not  for  mo  hero  to 
(•nte«r  into  the  liistory  of  my  jiast  life: 
neither  will  I  tarniditlio  hitherto  lUisuUiocl 
rej.utiition  ul  my  family  by  disclosing  my 
true  name.  Sullico  it  to  observe,  1  am  u 
gentleman  by  liirth;  and  altiiou^'li  of  1  ito 
years,  I  have  Imown  all  tho  hardships  and 
privations  attendant  on  my  fallen  fortunes. 
1  was  oni!o  used  to  bask  in  tho  luxtu'ies  of 
atHuence,  nnd  to  look  upon  tho.se  who  now 
preside  in  judgment  over  mo  as  my  Kjuals. 
A  marriage  of  nllection, — a  marriage  wiin 
(jne  who  had  nothing  but  her  own  virtues 
and  her  own  beauty  to  loconmiend  lier, 
drew  upon  mo  tiiedisplea.'^ureof  my  familv, 
nnd  tho  l.ttlo  J  ]>osdessed,  iudei)endentiy 
of  tho  pleasure  of  my  relations,  was  soon 
dissipitod.  My  ]irou<l  soul  scorned  all 
thov.ght  of  KUpplieation  to  those  who  had 
origuially  spurned  my  v;ife  front  their  pre- 
!"  nee  ;  and  yet  my  heart  bled  fur  tho  privu- 
lions  oflier  who,  alike respiK-tu bio  in  family, 
was,. both  i'rom  sex  ami  tho  natural  deli- 
cacy of  her  frame,  so  far  less  constituted  to 
bear  up  ug  linst  tho  frowns  of  adversity  than 
myself.  Uur  extremity  had  now  becomo 
great, — too  great  for  human  enduranco; 
wlii'ii,  through  the  medium  of  tho  public 
jirints,  1  l)ecamo  acquainted  with  tlio 
glorious  action  tliat  had  been  fouglit  m  this 
country  Ijv  tho  iumy  under  General  Wolfe. 
A  new  light  burst  suddenly  ujton  my  mind, 
and  visions  of  after  i)rosperity  constantly 
])resented  themselves  to  my  view.  The 
tieldof  honor  was  open  before  me,  and  there 
was  a  prol)aldlity  1  might,  by  good  conduct, 
so  far  merit  tho  apjirobation  of  my  superiors, 
as  to  obtain,  in  course  of  time,  that  rank 
among  themselves  to  which  by  birth  and 
education  I  was  so  justly  entitled  to  aspire. 
Without  waiting  to  consult  my  Ellen  whoso 
opposition  I  feared  to  cncoiiiiter  utitil  oj)- 
position  would  bo  fruitless,  I  hastened  to 
Lieutenant  Walgravo,  tho  recruiting  officer 
of  tho  regiment, — rendered  my  services, — 
was  accepted  and  approved, — received 
tho  bounty  money, — and  became  definitely 
a  soldier,  under  the  assumed  name  of  Frank 
Ilalloway. 

'•  It  would  be  tedious  nnd  impertinent, 
gentlemen,"  resumed  tho  prisoner  after  a 
short  pause,  '  ■  to  dwell  on  tho  humiliations 
of  spirit  to  which  both  my  wife  and  myself 
wore  subjected  at  our  first  introduction  to 
our  new  associates,  who,  although  invariably 
kind  to  us,  were  nevertheless  ill  suited,  both 
by  education  and  habit,  to  awaken  anything 
like  congeniality  of  feeling  or  similarity  of 
pursuit.  Still  wo  endeavored,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  lessen  tho  distance  that  existed 
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between  us ;  and  from  the  first  moment  of 
our  joining  the  regiment,  determined  to 
adopt  the  phraseology  and  manners  of  those 
with  whom  an  adverse  destiny  had  so  sing- 
ularly connected  us.  in  this  we  succeeded ; 
for  no  one,  up  to  the  present  moment,  has 
imagined  either  my  wife  or  myself  to  be 
other  than  the  simple,  unpretending  Frank 
and  Ellen  Ilalloway. 

•'On  joining  the  regiment  in  tliis  country," 
pursued  the  prisoner,  after  another  pause, 
marked  by  much  emotion,  •  •  I  liad  the  good 
fortune  to  be  appointed  to  the  grenadier 
company.  Gentlemen,  you  all  know  the 
amiable  qualities  of  Captain  de  ILildimar. 
But  although,  unlike  yourselves,  I  have 
learnt  to  admire  that  officer  only  at  a  dis- 
tance, my  devotion  to  his  interests  lias  been 
proportioned  to  the  kindness  witli  which  I 
have  ever  been  treated  by  him  ;  and  may  I 
not  add,  after  this  avowal  of  my  former 
condition,  my  most  fervent  desire  has  all 
along  been  to  seize  the  first  favorable  oppor- 
tunity of  performing  some  action  that  would 
eventually  elevate  me  to  a  pot^itionin  which 
I  might,  without  blushing  for  tlie  absence 
of  the  enobling  qualities  of  birth  and  con- 
dition, avow  myself  his  friend,  and  solicit 
that  distinction  from  my  equal  which  was" 
partially  extended  to  me  l)y  my  superior? 
Tho  opportunity  I  sought  was  not  long 
wanting.  At  the  memorable  all'air  with  the 
French  general,  Levi,  at  Queltcc,  in  which 
our  regiment  bore  so  conspicuous  a  pai't,  I 
had  tho  good  fortune  to  save  the  life  of  my 
captain.  A  band  of  Indians,  as  you  all, 
gentlemen,  must  recollect,  had  ar)proached 
ourrightflank unperoeiveci,  and  wiiile busily 
engaged  with  tho  French  iu  front,  we  were 
compelled  to  divide  our  fire  between  them 
and  our  new  and  fierce  assailants.  Tho 
leader  if  tliat  band  was  a  French  officer, 
who  Bcemcd  particularly  to  direct  his  at- 
tempts against  tho  life  of  Captain  do 
Ilaldimar.  lie  was  a  man  of  powerful  pro- 
portions and  gigantic  stature "' 

''  Ilold  1''  said  tho  governor,  starting  sud- 
<lenly  from  the  seat  in  whicli  he  had  lis- 
tened with  evident  impatience  to  this  long 
outline  of  tho  prisoner's  history.  "Gen- 
tlemen," addressing  the  court,  "  that  is 
the  very  stranger  who  was  in  my  apartment 


last    night, — the 


being  witli 


whom    the 


I)risoner  is  evidently  in  treaclierous  corres- 
pondence, and  all  this  absurd  tale  is  but  a 
blind  to  deceive  your  judgment,  and  miti- 
gate his  own  punishment.  Wlio  is  there  to 
l)rove  the  man  ho  has  just  described  was 
the  same  who  aimed  at  Captain  de  Haldi- 
mar's  life  at  Quebec  ?" 

A  flush  of  deep  indignation  overspread 
the  features  of  the  prisoner,  whoso  high 
sj>irit,  now  ho  had  avowed  liis  true  origin, 
could  ill  brook  tho  affi'ont  thus  put  upon 
his  veracity. 

"  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar!"  he  proudly  re- 


plied, wliilo  his  chains  clanked  with  the 
energy  and  force  with  which  ho  drew  up 
his  person  into  an  attitude  of  striking  dig- 
nity ;  "  for  once  I  sink  tho  private  soldier, 
and  av'dress  you  in  the  character  of  the 
gentleman  and  your  equal.  I  havo  a  soul, 
sir,  notwithstanding  my  fallen  fortunes,  as 
keenly  alive  to  honor  as  your  owia ;  and 
not  even  to  save  my  wretched  life,  would  I 
be  guilty  of  the  baseness  you  now  attribute 
to  me.  You  have  asked,"  he  i^ursued  iu 
a  more  solemn  tone,  "what  proof  I  havo 
to  show  this  individual  to  be  the  same  who 
attempted  the  life  of  Cajitain  do  Ilaldimar. 
To  Captain  de  Ilaldimar  himself,  should 
Providence  have  sjnired  his  days,  I  shall 
leave  the  melancholy  task  of  bearing  wit- 
ness to  all  I  hero  advance,  when  I  shall  bo 
no  more.  Nay,  sir,"  and  his  look  partook 
at  once  of  mingled  scorn  and  despondency, 
"well  do  I  know  tho  fate  that  awaits  me  ; 
for  in  these  proceedings — in  that  tlurd 
charge — I  plainly  read  my  death  warrant. 
But  what,  save  my  poor  and  wretched  wife, 
have  1  to  regret?  Colonel  do  Ilaldimar," 
ho  continued,  with  a  vehemence  meant  to 
check  tho  growing  weakness  which  tho 
thought  of  his  unfortunate  companioncalled 
up  to  his  heart,  "  I  saved  tho  life  of  your 
son,  even  by  your  own  admission,  no  mat- 
ter whoso  the  arm  that  threatened  his  exis- 
tence ;  and  in  eveiy  other  action  in  which 
I  have  been  engaged,  honorable  mention 
has  ever  been  made  of  my  conduci;.  Now, 
sir,  I  ask  wliut  has  been  my  reward?  So  far 
from  attending  to  tho  repeated  recommen- 
dations of  my  captain  for  promotion,  even 
iu  a  subordinate  rank,  have  you  onco 
deemed  it  necessary  to  acknowledge  my 
services  by  even  a  recognition  of  them  in 
any  way  whatever?" 

"^Mr.  President,  Captain  Blessington," 
interrupted  the  governor  haughtily,"  are  wo 
met  here  to  listen  to  such  language  fi'om  a 
private  soldier  ?  You  will  do  well  sir,  to 
exorcise  your  prerogative,  and  stay  such 
impertinent  matter,  which  can  havo  no  re- 
ference whatever  to  tho  defence  of  tho 
prisoner." 

'■Prisoner,"  resumed  the  president,  who 
as  well  as  tho  other  members  of  tho  court, 
had  listened  with  the  most  profound  and 
absorlung  interest  to  the  singular  disclosure 
of  bun  whom  they  still  only  knew  asFi'ank 
Ilalloway,  "  this  language  cannot  be  per- 
mitted ;  you  must  confine  yourself  to  your 
defence." 

"Pardon  me,  gentlemen,"  returned 
Ilalloway,  in  liis  usual  firm  but  respectful 
tone  of  voice;  "pardon  me,  if,  standing  on 
the  brink  of  the  grave  as  I  do,  I  have  so 
far  forgotten  the  rules  of  military  disci- 
pline as  to  sink  for  a  moment  tho  soldier 
in  the  gentleman ;  but  to  bo  taxed  with  an 
unworthy  fabrication,  and  to  bo  treated 
with  contumely  wh(>n  avowing  tho  secret 
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of  my  condition,  was  more  than  human 
prido  and  human  feelmg  could  tolerate." 

"  Confine  youi"?  elf,  prisoner,  to  your  do- 
fence,"  again  remarked  Captain  Blessing- 
ton,  perceiving  the  restlessness  with  which 
tho  governor  listened  to  these  bold  and 
additional  observations  of  Ilalloway. 

Again  the  governor  interposed  : — "What 
possible  connection  can  there  bo  between 
tliis  man's  life,  and  the  crime  with  wliich 
he  stands  charged?  Captain  Blessington, 
tills  is  trifling  with  the  court,  who  are  as- 
sembled to  try  the  prisoner  for  his  treason, 
and  not  to  waste  their  time  in  listening  to 
a  history  utterly  foreign  to  tho  subject." 

"The  history  of  my  past  life,  Colonel  de 
Iluldimar,"  proudly  returned  tho  prisoner, 
'•although  tedious  and  uninteresting  to 
you,  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  my- 
self; for  on  that  do  I  ground  the  most  es- 
sential part  of  my  defence.  There  is  noth- 
ing but  circumstantial  evidence  against  me 
on  tho  two  llrst  charges ;  and  as  those  alone 
can  reflect  dishonor  on  my  memory,  it  is 
for  tho  wisdom  of  this  court  to  determine 
whether  that  evidence  is  to  be  credited  in 
opposition  to  tho  solemn  declaration  of 
him,  who,  in  admitting  one  charge,  equaUy 
affecting  his  life  witn  tlie  others,  repudi- 
ates as  ioul  those  only  wliich  would  attaint 
liis  honor.  Gentlemen,"  ho  pursued,  ad- 
dressing the  court,  "it  is  for  you  to  deter- 
mine whether  my  defence  is  to  'jo  continued 
or  not ;  yet,  whatever  be  my  late,  I  would 
fain  remove  all  injurious  impression  from 
the  minds  of  my  judges;  and  tliis  can  only 
be  done  liy  a  simple  detail  of  circum- 
stances, which  may,  by  the  unprejudiced, 
be  as  simply  believed." 

Ilcre  the  prisoner  paused  -,  when,  after 
some  low  and  earnest  conversation  among 
tho  members  of  the  court,  two  or  three 
slips  of  written  paper  were  passed  to  tho 
President.  lie  glanced  his  eye  hurriedly 
over  them  and  then  directed  Ilalloway  to 
proceed  with  his  defence. 

"I  have  stated,"  pursued  tho  interest- 
ing soldier,  "that  the  officer  wlio  led  tho 
band  of  Indians  was  a  man  of  gigantic 
stature,  and  of  apparently  great  strength. 
My  attention  was  particularly  directed  to 
him  from  this  circumstance,  and  as  I  was 
on  tho  extreme  flank  of  tho  grenadiers. 
and  close  to  Captain  do  Ilaldimar,  I  had 
every  opportunity  of  observing  his  move- 
ments principally  pointed  at  lliat  officer. 
Ho  first  discharged  a  carbine,  tlio  ball  of 
which  killed  a  man  of  the  oompany,at  his 
(Captain  do  Ilaldimar's)  side ;  and  then, 
with  evident  rage  at  having  been  defeated 
in  his  aim,  he  took  a  pistol  froni  his  belt, 
and  advancing  with  rapid  strides  to  within 
a  few  paces  of  his  intended  victim,  pre- 
sented i*^  in  tho  most  deliberate  manner. 
At  that  moment,  gentlemen,  (and  it  was 
but  the  work  oi  a  moment.)  a  thousand 


confused  and  almost  inexplicable  feelings 
rose  to  my  heart.  The  occasion  I  had  long 
sought  was  at  leng*^h  within  my  reach ;  but 
even  the  personal  considerations,  which 
had  hitherto  influenced  my  mind,  were 
sunk  in  tho  anxious  desire  I  entertained  to 
preserve  the  life  ot  an  officer  so  universally 
beloved,  and  so  every  way  worthy  of  tho 
sacrifice.  "While  yet  the  pistol  remained 
levelled,  I  sprang  before  Captain  do  Ilal- 
dimar, received  tho  ball  in  my  breast,  and 
had  just  strength  sufficient  to  fire  my  mus- 
ket at  the  l'ormid^ble  enemy,  when  I  sank 
senseless  to  the  earth. 

"It  will  not  bo  difficult  for  you,  gentle- 
men, who  have  feeling  minds,  to  under- 
stand tho  pleasurable  prido  with  which,  on 
being  convoyed  to  Captain  do  Ilaldimar's 
own  apartments  in  Quebec,  I  found  my- 
myself  almost  overwhelmed  by  the  touching 
marks  of  gratitude  showered  on  mo  by  his 
relatives.  Miss  Clara  de  Ilaldimar,  in  par- 
ticular, like  a  ministering  angel,  visited 
my  coucli  of  sufl'oring  almost  every  hour, 
and  always  provided  with  some  little  deli- 
cacy, suitable  to  my  condition,  of  wliich  I 
liad  long  since  tutored  mj'^sclf  to  forget 
even  the  use.  But  what  principally  afford- 
ed me  pleasure,  was  to  remark  tho  conso- 
lations which  she  tendered  to  my  pooi- 
drooping  Ellen,  who,  already  more  than 
half  subdued  by  the  melancholy  change  in 
in  our  condition  in  life,  frorjuently  spent 
hours  together  in  silent  grief  at  the  sido 
of  my  couch,  and  watching  every  change 
in  my  coimtenance  with  all  tho  intense 
anxiety  of  one  v.h/^  feels  tho  last  stay  on 
earth  is  about  to  be  severed  for  ever.  Ah  I 
how  I  then  longed  to  disclose  to  this  kind 
and  compassionating  being  the  truo  posi- 
tion of  her  on  whom  sho  lavished  her  at- 
tention, and  to  make  her  known  not  as  the 
inferior,  honored  by  her  notice,  but  as  tho 
equal,  alike  worthy  of  her  friendsliip  and 
deserving  of  her  esteem;  but  tho  wide, 
wide  barrier  that  divided  tho  wife  of  tho 
private  soldier  from  the  daughter  and  sis- 
ter f  the  commisiioned  officer  sealed  my 
lips,  and  our  true  condition  continued  un- 
revealed. 

"Gentlemen, '"  resumed  Ilalloway,  after 
a  short  pause,  "  if  I  dwell  on  these  circum- 
stances, it  is  witli  a  view  to  show  how  vile 
are  the  charges  preferred  against  me.  Isifc 
likely,  with  all  the  incentives  to  good  con- 
duct I  have  named,  I  should  liavc  proved  a 
traitor  to  my  country?  And,  even  if  so, 
what  to  gain,  I  would  ask ;  and  by  what 
means  was  a  correspondence  with  the  enemy 
to  be  maintained  by  one  in  my  humble  sta- 
tion ?  As  for  tho  secor  1  charge,  how  infa- 
mous, how  injurious  is  it  to  my  reputation, 
how  unworthy  to  be  entertained  1  From  tbe 
moment  of  my  recovciy  from  that  sev  .e 
wound,  eveiy  mark  of  favor  that  could  be 
bestowed  on  persons  in  our  situ;,tion  had 
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been  extended  to  my  wife  and  myself,  by 
the  family  of  Colonel  do  Ilaldimar ;  nnd  my 
captain,  knowing  mo  merely  as  the  eimplo 
and  low  bom  Frank  Ilalloway,  although  Btill 
the  preserver  of  his  life,  has  been  unceasing 
in  Ins  exertions  to  obtain  Buch  promotion 
as  he  thought  my  conduct  generally,  inde- 
pendently of  my  devotedness  to  his  person, 
might  claim.  How  these  applications  wore 
met,  gentlemen,  I  have  already  stated ;  but 
notwithstanding  Colonel  do  Ilaldimar  has 
never  deemed  me  worthy  of  the  promotion 
fcolicited,  that  circumstance  could  in  no 
way  weaken  my  regard  and  attachment  for 
bim  who  had  so  often  demanded  it.  IIow 
then,  in  the  name  of  heaven,  can  a  charge 
so  improbable,  bo  extravagant,  as  that  of 
having  been  instrumental  in  the  abduction 
of  Captain  de  Ilaldimar,  bo  entertained  ? 
and  who  is  there  among  you  gentlemen, 
who  will  for  one  moment  believe  I  could 
harbor  a  thought  bo  absurd  as  that  of  lend- 
ing myself  to  the  destruction  of  one  for 
whom  I  once  cheerfully  offered  up  the 
sacrifice  of  mj' blood?  And  now,"  pursued 
the  prisoner,  after  another  short  pause,  "I 
come  to  the  third  charge, — that  charge 
which  most  affects  my  life  but  impugns 
neither  my  honor  nor  my  fidelity.  That 
God,  before  whom  I  know  I  shall  shortly 
appear,  can  attest  the  sincerity  of  my 
fctatement.and  before  him  do  I  now  solemnly 
declare  what  I  am  about  to  relate  is  true. 

"Soon  after  the  commencomcnt  of  my 
watch  last  night,  I  heard  a  voice  distinctl}' 
on  the  outside  of  the  rampart,  near  my 
post,  calling  in  a  low  and  subdued  tone  on 
the  name  of  Captain  de  Ilaldimar.  The 
accents,  hastily  and  anxiously  uttered, 
were  apparently  those  of  a  female.  For 
a  moment  I  continued  irresoktte  how  to 
act,  and  hesitated  whether  or  not  I  should 
alarm  the  garrison  ;  but,  at  length,  presum- 
ing it  was  some  young  female  of  the  vil- 
lage with  whom  my  captain  was  acquainted, 
it  occm-red  to  me  the  most  prudent  cotirse 
wotold  be  to  apprise  that  officer  liimself. 
"While  I  yet  hesitated  whether  to  leave  my 
post  for  a  moment  for  the  purpose,  a  man 
crossed  the  parade  a  few  yards  in  my  front. 
It  was  Captain  do  Ilaldimar' s  servant,  Don- 
eUan,  then  in  the  act  of  carrymg  some 
things  from  }us  master's  apartment  to  the 
guard-room.  I  called  to  him,  to  say  the 
sentinel  at  the  gate  wished  to  see  the  cap- 
tain of  the  guard  immediately.  In  the 
com^e  of  a  few  minutes  he  came  up  to  my 
post,  when  I  told  him  what  I  had  heard. 
At  that  moment,  the  voice  again  repeated 
his  name,  when  ho  abruptly  loft  me  and 
ttuned  to  the  left  of  the  gate,  evidently 
on  liis  way  to  the  rampart.  Soon  after- 
wards I  heard  Captain  do  Ilaldimar  imme- 
diately ahovo  me,  sharply  caUingout  'Ilist, 
hist!'  as  if  tho  person  on  the  outside,  des- 
pairing of  success,  was  in  the  act  of  retreat- 
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A  moment  or  two  of  silence  succeed- 
,  when  a  low  conversation  ensued 
between  tho  parties.  The  distance  was  bo 
great  I  could  only  distinguish  inarticulato 
sounds ;  yet  it  seemed  to  mo  as  if  they 
spoko  not  in  Engli.sh,  but  in  tho  language 
of  (the  Ottawa  Lidians,  a  tongue  with 
which,  as  you  are  ^vcll  aware  gentleman. 
Captain  do  Ilaldimar  isfamiUar.  This  had 
continued  about  ten  minutes  when  I  again 
heard  footsteps  hastily  descending  tho  ram- 
part, and  moving  in  tlie  direction  of  the 
guard-house.  Soon  afterwards  Captain  do 
Ualdimar  re-appeared  at  my  post,  accom- 
prnied  by  liis  servant  Donellan :  tho  former 
had  the  keys  of  the  gat»  in  his  hand,  and 
he  told  mo  that  he  must  pass  to  tho  skirt 
of  tho  forest  on  some  business  of  the  last 
importance  to  tho  safety  of  tho  garrison. 

''At  first  I  peremptorily  refused,  stating 
the  severe  penalty  attached  to  the  infringe- 
ment of  an  order,  the  observation  of 
which  had  so  especially  been  insisted  upon 
by  the  governor,  whose  permission,  how- 
ever, I  ventured  respectfully  to  urgo,  might, 
without  difficulty,  bo  obtained,  if  the  busi- 
ness was  really  of  the  importance  ho  des- 
cribed it.  Captain  de  Ilaldimar,  however, 
declared  he  well  knew  the  governor  would 
not  accord  that  permission,  unless  ho  was 
positively  acquainted  with  the  nature  and 
extent  of  the  danger  to  bo  apprehended ; 
and  of  these,  ho  said,  he  was  not  himseli 
sufficiently  aware.  All  argument  of  this 
nature  proving  ineffectual,  he  attempted 
to  enforce  his  authority,  not  only  in  his 
capacity  of  officer  of  the  guard,  but  also 
as  my  captain,  ordering  me,  on  pain  of  con- 
finement, not  to  interfere  with  or  attempt 
to  impede  his  departure.  This,  however, 
produced  no  better  result ;  for  I  knew  that 
in  this  instance,  I  was  amenable  to  tho 
order  of  tho  governor  alone,  and  I  again 
firmly  refused  to  violate  my  duty. 

' '  Finding  himself  thwarted  in  his  attempt 
to  enforce  my  obedience.  Captain  do  Ilaldi- 
mar, who  seemed  much  agitated  and  annoy- 
ed by  what  ho  termed  my  obstinacy,  now 
descended  to  entreaty ;  and  in  the  name  of 
that  life  which  I  had  preserved  to  him,  and 
of  that  deep  gratitude  which  ho  had  ever 
since  borno  to  me,  conjured  me  not  to  pre- 
vent his  departure.  '  Ilalloway, '  ho  urged, 
'  your  life,  my  life,  my  father's  life, — the  life 
of  my  sister  Clara  perhaps,  who  nursed  you 
in  ilhioss,  and  who  has  ever  treated  your 
wife  with  attention  and  kindness,  all  these 
depend  upon  your  compliance  with  my 
request.  Uear  me,'  he  jjursued  following 
up  tlie  impression  which  lie  clearly  per- 
ceived he  had  produced  in  me  by  this  sin- 
gular and  touching  language:  'I  promise 
to  be  back  within  the  hour ;  there  is  no 
danger  attending  my  departur  ^,  and  here 
will  1  bo  before  you  aro  relievea  from  your 
post ;  no  one  can  know  I  have  been  absent, 
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and  your  eecrct  will  remain  with  Donellan 
and  myself.  Do  you  think,'  ho  concluded, 
'I  would  encourage  a  soldier  of  my  regi- 
ment to  disobey  a  standing  order  of  the 
garrison,  unless  there  was  some  very  extra- 
ordinary reason  for  my  so  doing?  But 
there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in  parley.  Ilal- 
loway  1  I  entreat  you  to  oftor  no  further 
opposition  to  my  dcpartui'e.  I  pledge 
myself  to  be  back  before  you  are  relieved.' 
"Gentlemen,"  impressively  contmued  the 
prisoner,  after  a  pause,  during  which  every 
member  of  the  court  seemed  to  breathe  for 
the  lirst  time,  so  deej^ly  had  the  attention 
of  all  been  riveted  by  the  latter  imrt  of 
this  singular  declaration,  ''how,  luider 
these  circumstances,  could  I  bo  expected 
to  act  ?  Assured  by  Captain  de  Ilaldimar 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  that  the  exist- 
ence of  those  most  dear  to  his  heart  hung 
on  jny  compliance  with  his  request,  how 
could  I  refuse  to  him,  whoso  life  I  had 
saved,  and  whoso  character  I  so  much 
esteemed,  a  boon  so  earnestly,  nay,  so  im- 
ploringly solicited  ?  I  acceded  to  liis  jjrayer 
intimating  at  the  same  time,  if  he  returned 
not  befoi'o  another  sentinel  should  relievo 
me,  the  discovery  of  my  breach  of  duty 
must  be  made,  and  my  i^unishment  inevi- 
table. His  lust  words,  however,  were  to 
assure  mo  ho  should  retui'n  at  the  hour  ho 
had  named,  and  when  I  closed  the  gate 
upon  him  it  was  under  the  iirm  impression 
his  absence  would  only  prove  of  the  tem- 
porary nature  ho  had  stated.  Gentlemen, ' ' 
abruptly  concluded  Hallo  way,  *•!  have 
nothing  further  to  add  if  I  have  failed  m 
my  duty  as  a  soldier,  I  have,  at  least  ful- 
filled that  of  a  man;  and  although  the  vio- 
lation of  the  first  entails  upon  me  the 
puniijhment  of  death,  the  motives  wliich 
impelled  mo  to  that  violation  will  not,  I 
trust,  bo  utterly  lost  sight  of  by  those  by 
whom  my  punishment  is  to  bo  awarded." 

The  candid,  fearless,  and  manly  tone  in 
which  Ilalloway  had  delivered  this  long 
and  singular  statement,  however  little  the 
governor  appeared  to  bo  affected  by  it,  evi- 
dently made  a  deep  impression  on  the 
court,  who  had  listened  with  undiverted 
attention  to  the  close.  Some  conversation 
again  ensued,  in  a  low  tone,  among  several 
members,  when  two  slips  of  written  paper 
were  jiassed  up,as  before,  to  tho  president. 
These  excited  the  following  interrogato- 
ries:— 

"  You  have  stated,  prisoner,  that  Captain 
de  Ilaldimar  left  the  fort  accompanied  by 
his  servant  Donellan.  How  were  they  re- 
spectively dressed. 

"Captain  de  Haldimar  in  his  uniform; 
Donellan,  as  fiu"  as  I  could  observe,  in  his 
regimental  clotliing  also,  with  this  dif- 
ference, that  ho  wore  his  servant's  round 
glazed  hat  and  his  grey  great  coat," 

"How  then  do  you  account  for  the  eX' 


traordinary  circiunstanco  of  Donellan  hav- 
ing been  found  murdered  in  his  master's 
clothes?  Was  any  allusion  made  to  a 
change  of  dress  before  they  left  the  fort?" 

"Not  the  slightest,"  returned  tho  prison- 
er ;  "nor  can  I  in  any  way  account  lor 
this  mysterious  fact.  \Vlien  they  quitted 
the  garrison,  each  wore  the  dress  I  have 
described." 

"In  what  manner  did  Captain  do  Haldi- 
mar and  Donellan  effect  then*  passage  across 
tho  ditch?"  continued  tho  i^resident,  after 
glancing  at  a  second  slip  of  paper.  "Tho 
draw-bridge  was  evidently  not  lowered,  and 
there  were  no  other  means  at  hand  to  en- 
able him  to  ofi'ect  his  object  with  prompti- 
tude.   How  do  you  explain  this,  prisoner  T ' 

When  this  (jueation  was  put,  the  whole 
body  of  officers,  and  the  governor  especially, 
turned  their  eyes  simultaneously  on  Hallo- 
way,  for  on  liis  hesitation  of  promptness  in 
roi^lying  seemed  to  attach  much  of  the  credit 
they  were  disposed  to  accord  his  statement. 
Ualloway  obsen'od  it,  and  colored.  His 
reply,  however,  was  free,  unfaltering,  and 
imstudied. 

"A  rope  with  which  Donellan  had  provi- 
ded himself,  was  secured  to  one  of  tho  iron 
hooks  that  support  the  jJuUeys  immediate- 
ly above  the  gate.  With  this  they  s^vung 
themselves  in  succcjision  to  the  opposite 
bank." 

The  members  of  tho  court  looked  at  each 
other,  apparently  glad  that  an  answer  so 
confirmatory  of  the  truth  of  tho  prisoner's 
statement  had  been  thus  readily  given. 

"Were  they  to  have  returned  in  the 
sumo  manner?"  piu-sued  the  president, 
framing  his  interrogator}''  from  tho  contents 
of  another  slii)  of  paper,  which,  at  tho  sug- 
gestion of  the  governor,  had  been  jiassed 
to  him  by  the  prosecutor,  Mr.  Lawson. 

"  They  were,"  firmly  replied  the  prisoner. 
"At  least  I  presumed  they  wore,  for,  I 
lielieve  in  the  hurry  of  Captain|de  Haldimar's 
departure,  he  never  once  made  any  direct 
allusion  to  the  manner  of  his  return  ;  nor 
did  it  occur  to  me  xmtil  this  moment  how 
they  were  to  regain  possession  of  the  rope, 
without  assistance  from  within." 

"Of  coiu-se,"  observed  Colonel  de  Hal- 
dimar, addressing  tho  president,  "the  rope 
still  remains.  Mr.  Lawson,  examine  the 
gate,  and  report  accordingly." 

The  adjutant  hastened  to  acquit  himself 
of  this  laconic  order,  and  soon  aftenvards 
returned,  stating  not  only  that  there  was 
no  rope,  but  that  the  hook  alluded  to  had 
disappeared  altogether. 

For  a  moment  the  cheek  of  tho  prisoner 
paled ;  but  it  was  evidently  less  from  any 
fear  connected  mth  his  individual  exist- 
ence, than  from  the  shame  he  felt  at  having 
been  detected  in  a  supposed  falsehood.  He 
however  speedily  recovered  his  self-possos- 
sion,  and  exhibited  the  Bame  character  of 
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unconcern  Ly  which  his  general  bearing 
throughout  the  trial  had  been  dirftinguish- 
ed. 

On  this  announcement  of  the  adjutant, 
the  governor  betrayed  a  movement  of  im- 
patience, that  was  meant  to  convoy  his  utter 
disbeUef  of  the  whole  of  the  piisonor's 
statement,  and  his  look  seemed  to  express 
to  the  coia't  it  should  also  arrive,  vathout 
hesitation,  at  the  same  conclusion.  Even 
all  authoritative  as  he  was,  hov.'cvor,  he  felt 
that  military  etiquette  and  strict  discipline 
jtrevented  his  interfering  further  in  this 
advanced  state  of  the  proceedings. 

' '  Prisoner, ' '  again  remarked  (.'aptain  Bles- 
sington,  ''yoiu'  statement  in  regai'd  to  the 
means  employed  by  Captain  de  Ilaldimar 
in  effecting  his  departure,  is,  you  must  ad- 
mit, tmsupportcd  by  appearances.  How 
happens  it  the  rope  is  no  longer  where  you 
say  it  was  placed  ?  No  one  could  have  re- 
moved it  but  yom'self.  Have  you  done  so  ? 
and  if  so,  can  you  produce  it,  or  say  where 
it  is  to  be  found  ?' ' 

'•Captain Blessington,"  replied Ilalloway, 
proudly  yc  fc  respectfulh',  "1  have  already 
invoked  tliat  great  Being,  before  whoso  tri- 
bunal I  am  so  shortly  to  appear,  in  testimo- 
ny of  the  truth  of  my  assertion;  and  again, 
in  his  presence,  do  I  reijeat,  every  word  I 
have  uttered  is  true.  I  did  not  remove  the 
rope,  neither  do  I  know  what  is  become  of 
it.  I  admit  its  disappearance  is  extraordi- 
nary, but  a  moment's  reflection  must  satis- 
fy the  court,  I  would  not  have  devised  a 
tale,  the  falsehood  of  which  could  at  once 
havo  been  detected  on  an  examin.ition  such 
as  that  wliich  has  just  been  instituted. 
"Wlaen  Mr.  Lawson  left  this  room  just  now, 
I  fully  expected  he  would  havo  found  the 
rnpo  lying  as  it  had  been  left.  What  has 
become  of  it,  I  repeat,  I  know  not ;  but  in 
the  manner  I  havo  .^tatod  did  Captain  do 
Ilaldiinar  and  Douellan  cross  the  ditch.  I 
havo  jiotlung  further  to  add,"  he  concluded 
once  more  drawing  up  bis  fine  tall  person,  the 
native  elegance  of  which  could  not  be 
wholly  disguised  even  in  the  dress  of  a  pri- 
vate soldier;  "  notliing  further  to  disclose. 
Yet  do  I  repel  with  scorn  the  injurious  in- 
sinuation against  my  fidelity,  suggested  in 
these  doubts.  I  am  prepared  to  meet  my 
death  at  best  may  become  a  soldier,  and 
let  mo  add,  as  best  may  become  a  pi'oud 
and  well  born  gentleman;  but  humanity 
and  common  justice  should  at  least  bo  ac- 
corded to  my  memory.  I  am  an  unfortu- 
nate man,  but  no  traitor."' 

The  members  were  visibly  impressed  by 
the  last  sentences  of  the  prisoner.  No  fur- 
ther question  liowever  was  asked,  and  he 
was  again  removed  by  the  escort,  who  had 
been  wondering  spectators  of  the  scene, 
to  the  cell  he  had  so  recently  occupied. 
The  room  was  then  cleared  of  the  witness- 
es and   strangers,    the   latter   comprising 


nearly  the  whole  of  the  officers  off  duty, 
when  tho  court  x>roceedcd  to  deliberate  on 
the  evidence,  and  pass  sentence  on  the  ac- 
cused. 


CHAPTER  VT. 

Although  the  young  and  sensitive  De  Hal- 
dimar  had  found  physical  relief  in  the 
summary  means  resorted  to  by  the  surgeon, 
the  moral  wound  at  his  heart  not  only  re- 
mahied  unsoothod,  but  was  rendered  more 
acutely  painful  by  tho  wretched  reflections, 
which  now  that  he  had  full  leisure  to  review 
tlie  i)ast,  antl  anticipate  the  future  in  all 
the  gloom  attached  to  both,  so  violently 
assailed  him.  From  the  moment  when  his 
brothers  strange  and  mysterious  disappear- 
ance had  been  communicated  by  the  adju- 
tant in  tho  manner  we  have  already  seen, 
his  spirits  had  been  deeply  and  fearfully 
depressed,  ytill  ho  had  every  reason  to 
expect,  from  the  well  known  character  of 
Ilalloway,  the  strong  hope  exjiresscd  by 
the  latter  might  be  realized ;  and  that,  at 
the  hour  appointed  for  trial,  his  brother 
would  be  present  to  explain  tho  cause  of 
his  mysterious  absence,  justify  the  conduct 
of  bis  subordinate,  and  '^■xonerate  him  from 
tho  treachery  with  which  he  now  stood 
charged.  Yet,  powerful  as  this  hope  was, 
it  was  unavoidably  qualified  by  dispiriting 
doubt ;  for  a  nature  afiectionateand  bland, 
as  that  of  Charles  do  Ilaldimar,  could  not 
but  harbor  distrust,  while  a  shadow  of  un- 
certainty, in  regard  to  the  fate  of  a  brother 
so  tenderly  loved,  remained.  He  had  for- 
ced himself  to  believe  as  much  as  jjossible 
what  ho  wished,  and  tho  effort  had,  to  a 
certain  extent,  succeeded;  but  there  had 
been  something  so  solemn  and  so  impres- 
sive in  tho  scene  that  had  passed  when  the 
prisoner  was  first  brought  up  for  trial, 
something  so  fearfully  prophetic  in  the  wild 
language  of  his  unhap^jy  wife,  he  had  found  it 
impossible  to.  resist  tho  influence  of  the 
almost  sujjerstitious  awe  they  had  awaken- 
ed in  his  heart. 

What  tho  feelings  of  the  young  officer 
were  subsequently,  when  in  the  person  of 
the  murdered  man  on  the  common,  the  vic- 
tim of'SirEvcrard  Valletort'saim,  ho  recog- 
nized tliat  brother,  whose  disappearance 
had  occasioned  him  so  much  inquietude,  we 
shall  not  attempt  to  descriljo  ;  their  nature 
is  best  shown  in  the  eflfectthey  produced — 
the  almost  overwhelming  agony  of  body  and 
mind,  which  had  borne  him,  like  a  stricken 
plant,  unresisting  to  tho  earth.  But  now 
that,  in  the  calm  and  solitude  of  his  cham- 
))er,  he  had  leisure  to  review  the  fearful 
events  conspiring  to  produce  this  extremity, 
his  anguish  of  spirit  was  even  deeper  than 
wlien  the  first  rude  shock  of  conviction  had 
flashed  upon  his  understanding.     A  tide  of 
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puffering,  that  overpowered,  without  render- 
ing him  sensible  of  its  positive  and  abstract 
character,  had,  in  the  first  instance,  oppress- 
ed his  faculties,  and  obscui-ed  his  perco])tion ; 
but  now,  slow,  sure,  stinging,  and  gradually 
succeeding  each  other,  came  every  bitter 
tliought  and  reflection  of  which  that  tide 
was  composed ;  and  the  generous  heart  of 
Charles  do  Ilaldimar  was  a  prey  to  feelings 
that  would  have  wrmig  the  soul,  and  womul- 
ed  the  sensibilities  of  one  fax-  less  gentle 
and  Busceptiblo  than  himself. 

Between  Sir  Everard  V alle  tort  and  Charles 
do  Ilaldimar,  who,  it  has  already  been 
remarked,  were  lieutenants  in  Captain  Bles- 
sington's  company,  a  sentiment  of  friend- 
ship had  been  suflered  to  spring  up  almost 
from  the  moment  of  Sir  Everard' s  joining. 
The  yoimg  men  were  nearly  of  tiie  same 
ago  ;  and  although  the  one  was  all  gentle- 
ness, tho  other  ail  spirit  and  vivacity,  not  a 
shade  of  disunion  had  at  any  period  in- 
tervened to  interrupt  the  almost  brotherly 
attaclunent  subsisting  between  them,  and 
each  felt  tho  disposition  of  the  other  was 
tho  one  most  assimilated  to  his  own.  In 
fact.  Sir  Everard  was  far  from  being  the 
ephemeral  character  he  was  often  willing  to 
appear.  Under  a  semblance  of  affectation, 
and  much  assumed  levity  of  manner,  never, 
however,  personally  offensive,  he  concealed 
a  brave,  generous,  warm,  and  manly  heart, 
and  talents  becoming  the  rank  he  held  in 
society,  such  as  would  not  have  reflected 
discredit  on  one  numbering  twice  his  years. 
Ho  had  entered  the  army,  as  most  young 
men  of  rank  usually  did  at  that  period, 
rather  for  the  wjrdmcns  it  held  forth,  than 
with  any  serious  view  to  advancement  in  it 
as  a  profession.  Still  ho  entertained  the 
praiseworthy  desire  of  being  sometliing 
more  than  what  is,  among  military  men, 
emphatically  termed  a  feather-bod  soldier. 
Not  that  wo  mean,  however,  to  assert  he 
was  not  a  feather-bed  soldier  in  its  more 
literal  sense ;  in  fact,  his  own  observations, 
recorded  in  the  early  part  of  this  volume, 
sufficiently  provo  his  predilection  for  the 
indulgence  of  pressing  his  downy  couch  to 
what  is  termed  a  decent  hour  m  the  day. 

We  need  scarcely  state  Sir  Everard' s 
theories  on  this  important  subject  were  sel- 
dom reduced  to  practice;  for,  even  long  be- 
fore the  Indians  had  broken  out  into  open 
hostility  when  such  precautions  were  render- 
ed indispensable,  Colonel  do  Ilaldimar  had 
never  sim'ered  either  ofl[icer  or  man  to  linger 
on  his  pillow  after  the  first  famt  dawn  had 
:ppeared.  This  was  a  system  to  which  Sir 
Everard  could  never  reconcile  himself.  ''  If 
the  men  must  be  drilled,"  hotu-ged,  "  with 
a  view  to  their  health  and  discipline,  why 
not  place  them  under  the  du-ection  of  the 
adjutant  or  the  officer  of  tho  day,  who  ever 
he  might  chance  to  be,  and  not  unneces- 
sarily, disturb  a  body  of  gentlemen  from 


their  comfortable  slumbers  at  tliat  vmcon- 
scionablo  hour?"  Toor  Sir  Everard !  tliis 
was  tho  only  grievance  of  which  ho  com- 
plained, and  ho  complained  bitterly. 
Scarcely  a  morning  passed  without  liis 
inveighing  loudly  against  the  barbarity  of 
such  a  custom;  threatening  at  the  same 
time,  amid  tlie  laughter  of  his  companions, 
to  quit  the  service  in  disgust  at  what  ho 
called  so  ungentlemanly  and  gothio  a 
habit ;  and,  but  ibr  two  motives,  there  is 
every  pi'obability  ho  would  have  seriously 
availed  himself  of  tho  earliest  opportunity 
of  retiring.  The  lirst  of  these  was  his 
growing  i'riendship  for  the  amiablo  and 
gentle  Cliarles  de  Ilaldimar;  the  seoond, 
the  secret,  and  scarcely  to  liimsclf  acknow- 
ledg(;d,  interest  which  had  been  created 
in  his  heart  ibr  his  sister  Clara ;  whom  ho 
only  know  from  the  glowing  descriptions 
of  his  friend,  and  the  strong  resemblance 
she  was  said  to  bear  to  him  by  the  other 
oflioers. 

Clara  de  Ilaldimar  was  tho  constant 
theme  of  her  younger  brother's  praise. 
Her  image  was  ever  ui)permost  in  his 
thoughts — her  name  ever  hovering  on  his 
lips;  and  when  alone  with  his  friend  V  alle- 
tort,  it  was  his  delight  to  dwell  on  the 
worth  and  accomplishments  of  his  amiable 
and  beloved  sister.  Then,  indeed,  would 
his  usually  calm  blue  eye  sparkle  with  the 
animation  of  his  subject,  while  his  coloring 
cheek  marked  all  the  warmth  ami  sincerity 
with  which  ho  boro  attestation  to  her  gen- 
tleness and  her  goodness.  The  heart  of 
Charles  de  Ilaldimar,  soldier  as  he  was, 
was  i^ure,  generous,  and  unsophisticated 
as  that  of  the  sister  whom  ho  so  constantly 
eulogised ;  and,  while  listening  to  his  elo- 
quent praises.  Sir  Everard  learnt  to  feel 
an  interest  in  a  being  whom  all  declaimed 
to  be  the  counterpart  of  her  brother,  as 
well  in  personal  attraction  as  in  singleness 
of  nature.  With  all  his  affected  levity, 
and  notwithstanding  his  early  initiation 
into  fashionable  life — the  matter-of-fact  life 
which  strikes  at  the  existence  of  our  earlier 
and  dearer  illusions — there  was  a  dash  of 
romance  in  the  character  of  the  young 
baronet  which  tendgd  nmch  to  increase  the 
pleasure  he  always  took  in  the  warm  des- 
criptions of  his  friend.  The  very  cu'cum- 
stance  of  her  being  persjonally  unknown  to 
him,  was,  with  Sir  Everard,  an  additional 
motive  for  interest  in  Miss  de  Ilaldimar. 

Imagination  and  mystery  generally  work 
their  way  together;  and  as  there  was  a 
shade  of  mystery  attached  to  Sir  Everard's 
very  ignorance  of  tho  person  of  ono  whom 
lie  admired  and  esteemed  from  report 
alone,  imagination  was  not  slow  to  improve 
the  opportunity,  and  to  endow  the  object 
with  characteristics,  which  perhaps  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  tho  party  might 
have  led  him  to  qualify.    In  this  nuumefi 
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in  early  Youth,  are  the  silken  and  willing 
fetters  of  tlio  generous  and  enthusiastic 
forged.  We  invest  some  object  whoso 
praises,  whispered  secretly  in  the  ear^  have 
glided  imperceptibly  tp  the  heart,  with  all 
the  attributes  supplied  by  our  own  vivid 
and  readily  according  imaginations;  and 
80  accustomed  do  wo  become  to  linger  on 
the  picture,  wo  adoro  tho  semblance  with 
an  ardor  which  tho  original  often  fails  to 
excite. 

Wo  do  not  say  Clara  de  Ilaldimar  would 
have  i\dlen  short  of  tho  high  estimate  form- 
ed of  her  worth  by  tho  friend  of  her  bro- 
ther; neither  is  it  to  bo  understood  Sir 
Everard  suffered  this  fair  vision  of  his  fancy 
to  lead  him  into  tho  wild  and  labyrintlian 
paths  of  boyish  rom.mce. 

^^'hatevcr  were  tho  impressions  of  the 
young  baronet,  and  however  ho  might  have 
boon  inclined  to  suffer  tho  fair  imago  of 
the  gentle  Clara,  such  as  ho  was  perhaps 
wont  to  i>amt  it,  to  exercise  its  spell  upon 
his  fancy,  certain  it  is,  ho  never  expressed 
to  her  brother  moro  than  that  esteem  and 
interest  whicli  it  was  but  natural  he  should 
accord  to  tl  j  sister  of  his  friend.  Neither 
had  Charles  do  Haldimar,  even  amid  all 
his  warmth  of  commendation,  ever  made 
tho  slightest  allusion  to  his  sister,  that 
could  bo  construed  into  a  desire  she  should 
awaken  any  unusual  or  extraordinary  sen- 
timent of  preference.  Much  and  fervently 
as  ho  desu-ed  such  an  event,  there  was  an 
innate  senso  of  decorum,  and  it  may  be 
secret  jjride,  that  caused  him  to  abstain 
from  any  observation  having  tho  remotest 
tendency  to  comjjromiso  the  spotless  deli- 
cacy of  his  adored  sister;  and  such  he 
would  havo  considered  any  expression  of 
his  own  hopes  and  wishes,  where  no  decla- 
ration of  preference  had  been  previously 
made.  Thero  was  another  motive  for  this 
reserve  on  tho  part  of  tho  young  officer. 
Tho  baronet  was  an  only  child,  and  would 
on  attaining  his  majority,  of  which  he 
wanted  only  a  few  months,  become  the 
possessor  of  a  largo  fortune.  His  sister 
Clara,  on  tho  contrary,  had  little  beyond 
her  own  fair  fame  and  the  beauty  trans- 
mitted to  her  by  the  mother  sho  had  lost. 
Colonel  de  Haldimar  was  a  younger  son, 
and  had  mado  his  way  through  lifo  with 
his  sword,  and  an  unblemished  reputa- 
tion alone — advantages  ho  had  shared  with 
liis  children,  for  tho  two  eldest  of  whom 
his  interest  and  long  services  had  procured 
commissions  in  his  own  regiment. 

But  even  while  Charles  do  Haldimar  ab- 
stained from  all  expression  of  his  hopes,  he 
had  fully  mado  up  his  mind  that  Sir  Everard 
and  his  sister  were  so  formed  for  each  other, 
it  was  next  to  an  impossibility  they  could 
meet  without  loving.  In  one  of  his  letters 
to  tho  latter,  ho  liad  alluded  to  his  friend 
in  terms  of  so  high  and  earnest  panegyric, 


that  Clara  had  acknowledged,  in  reply,  she 
was  prepared  to  find  in  tho  young  baronet 
one  whom  sho  should  regard  with  partial- 
ity, if  it  were  only  on  account  of  tho 
friendship  subsisting  between  him  and  her 
brother.  This  admission,  however,  was 
communicated  in  confidence,  and  the  young 
officer  had  religiously  preserved  his  sister"  s 
secret. 

Theso  and  fifty  other  recollections  now 
crowded  on  tho  mind  of  tho  sufferer  only 
to  render  tho  intensity  of  his  anguish  moro 
complete ;  among  tho  bitterest  of  which 
was  the  certainty  that  the  mysterious  events 
of  tho  past  night  had  raised  up  an  insuper- 
able barrier  to  this  union ;  for  how  couldClara 
do  Haldimar  become  tho  wifo  of  him  whoso 
hands  were,  however  innocently,  stained 
with  tho  life-blood  of  her  brother !  To 
dwell  on  this,  and  tho  loss  of  that  brother, 
was  little  short  of  madness,  and  yet  Do 
Haldimar  could  think  of  nothing  else ;  nor 
for  a  period  could  tho  loud  booming  of  tho 
cannon  from  the  rumparts,  every  report  of 
which  shook  his  chamber  to  its  very  foun- 
dations, call  off  his  attention  from  tho  sub- 
ject which,  while  it  pained,  engrossed  every 
faculty  and  absorbed  every  thought.  At 
length,  towards  tho  close,  ho  called  faint- 
ly to  tho  old  and  faithful  soldier,  who,  at 
tho  foot  of  tho  bed,  stood  watching 
every  change  of  his  master's  countenance, 
to  know  tho  cause  of  tho  cannonade.  On 
being  informed  tho  batteries  in  tho  rear 
were  covering  tho  retreat  of  Captain  Ers- 
kine,  who,  in  his  attempt  to  obtain  tho 
body,  had  been  surprised  by  tho  Indians,  a 
new  direction  was  temporarily  given  to  his 
thoughts,  and  ho  now  manifested  tho  ut- 
most impatience  to  know  tho  result. 

In  a  few  minutes  Morrison,  who,  in  de- 
fiance of  tho  surgeon's  strict  order  not  on 
any  account  to  quit  tho  room,  had  flown  to 
obtain  somo  intelligenco  which  ho  trusted 
might  remove  tho  anxiety  of  his  suffering 
master,  again  mado  his  appearance,  stating 
tho  corpse  was  already  secured,  and  closo 
under  tho  guns  of  tho  fort,  beneath  which 
tho  detachment,  though  hotly  assailed  from 
tho  forest,  were  also  fast  retreating. 

"And  is  it  really  my  brother,  Morrison. 
Are  you  quite  certain  that  it  is  Captain  de 
Haldimar  ?' '  asked  tho  young  oflScer,  in  tho 
eager  accents  of  one  Avho,  with  tho  fullest 
conviction  on  his  mind,  yet  grasps  at  the 
famtest  shadow  of  a  consoling  doubt.  ''  Tell 
mo  that  it  is  not  my  brother,  and  half  of 
what  I  possess  in  tho  world  shall  bo  yours." 

Tlie  eld  soldier  brushed  a  tear  from  his 
eye.  "  God  bless  you,  Mr.  do  Haldimar,  I 
would  give  half  my  grey  hairs  to  be  able  to 
do  SO;  but  it  is,  indeed,  too  truly  the  cap- 
tain who  has  been  killed.  I  saw  tho  very 
wings  of  his  regimentals  as  ho  lay  on  his 
face  on  tho  litter." 

Charles  de  Ilaldimar  groaned  aloud  ' '  Oh. 
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God  I  oh  God  I  would  that  I  had  never  lived 
to  seo  tais  day."  Then  springing  sudden- 
lyup  in  his  bed — "  Morrison,  where  arc  my 
clothes?  I  insist  on  seeing  my  slaughtoreil 
brother  myself." 

"Good  heaven,  sir,  consider,"  said  the 
old  man,  approacning  the  bed,  and  attempt- 
ing to  replaco  tho  covering  which  had  boon 
spurned  to  its  very  foot, — "consider  you 
arc  in  a  burning  fever,  and  the  shghtest 
cold  may  kill  you  altogether.  Tho  doctor's 
orders  are,  you  wero  on  no  account  to  got 
up."  Tho  effort  mado  by  tho  unibrtunato 
youth  was  momentary.  Faint  from  tho 
blood  ho  had  lost,  and  giddy  from  tho  ex- 
citement of  his  feelings,  he  sunk  back  ex- 
hausted on  his  pillow,  and  wept  liko  a 
child. 

Old  Morrison  shed  tears  also;  for  his 
heart  bled  for  tho  sufferings  of  one  whom 
he  had  nursed  and  played  with  even  in  early 
infancy,  and  whom,  although  hi  ^  master, 
ho  regarded  with  tho  affection  he  would 
havo  borno  to  his  own  child.  As  ho  had 
justly  observed,  ho  vvoukl  havo  willingly 
given  half  his  remainhig  years  to  bo  able 
to  removo  tho  source  of  tho  sorrow  which 
so  deeply  oppressed  him. 

When  this  paroxysm  had  somewhat  sub- 
sided, Dellaldimar  became  more  composed ; 
but  his  was  rather  that  composm'O  which 
grows  out  of  tho  apathy  produced  by  over- 
whelming grief,  than  tho  result  of  any 
relief  afforded  to  his  suffering  heart  by  tho 
tears  ho  had  shod.  lie  had  continued 
somo  timo  in  this  faint  and  apparently 
tranquil  state,  when  confused  sounds  in 
tho  barrack-yard,  followed  by  tho  raising 
of  tho  heavy  drav/bridge,  announced  the 
return  of  tho  detachment.  Again  ho 
started  up  in  his  bed  and  demanded 
his  clothes,  declaring  his  mtention  to  go 
out  and  receive  tho  corpse  of  his  murder- 
ed brother.  All  opposition  on  tho  part  of 
tho  faithful  Morrison  was  now  likely  to 
provo  fruitless,  when  suddenly  tho  door 
opened  and  an  oJBBcer  burst  hurriedly  into 
tho  room. 

"  Courage  I  courage  I  my  dear  Do  Ilaldi- 
mar;  I  am  tho  bearer  of  good  news. 
Your  brother  is  not  tho  person  who  has 
been  Blain." 

Again  Do  Haldimar  sank  back  upon  his 
pillow,  overwhelmed  by  a  variety  of  conflict- 
mg  emotions.  A  moment  afterwards,  and 
ho  exclaimed  reproachfully,  yet  almost 
gasping  with  the  eagerness  of  his  manner, — 

"  For  God's  sake,  Sumners — in  the  namo 
of  common  humanity,  do  not  triflo  with 
my  feelings.  If  you  would  seek  to  lull  mo 
with  false  nopes,  you  aro  vsTong.  I  am  pre- 
pared to  hear  and  bear  tho  worst  at  present ; 
but  to  bo  undeceived  again  would  break 
my  heart." 

"I  swear  to  you  by  every  thing  I  havo 
been  taught  to  revere  as  sacred,"  solemnly 


returned  Ensign  Sumners,  deeply  touched 
by  tho  affliction  he  wit^nessed,  "what  I 
state  is  strictly  true.  Captain  Erskino  him- 
self sent  mo  to  toll  you." 

"  What,  is  ho  only  wountled  then  ?"  and 
a  glow  of  mingled  hopo  and  satisfaction 
was  visible  even  through  tho  flush  of  pre- 
vious excitement  on  tho  cheek  of  tho  suf- 
ferer. "Quick,  Morrison,  givo  mo  my 
clothes.  Where  is  my  brother,  Sumners  ?' ' 
and  again  ho  raised  up  his  debilitated  frame 
with  tho  intention  of  quitting  his  couch. 

"Do  Ilaldimar,  my  dear  Do  Haldimar, 
compose  yourself  and  listen  to  mo.  Your 
brother  is  still  missing,  and  wo  aro  as  much 
in  tho  dark  about  his  Itito  as  ever.  All 
that  is  certain  is,  wo  have  no  positive  know- 
ledge of  his  death ;  but  surely  that  is  a, 
thousand  times  pi-e*" 'vablo  to  tho  liorrid 
ai^prehensions  under  which  wo  havo  alt 
hitherto  labored." 

"What  mean  you,  Sumners?  or  am  I  so 
bewildered  with  my  sufferings  as  not  t6 
comi^rehend  you  clearly?  Nay,  nay,  for- 
give mo  ;  but  I  am  almost  heart-broken  at 
this  loss,  and  scarcely  knov/  what  I  say. 
But  what  is  i  t  you  mean  ?  I  saw  my  unhap- 
py brother  lying  on  tho  common  with  my 

own    eyes.     Poor    Valletort    himself " 

here  a  rush  of  bitter  recollections  flashed 
on  the  memory  of  tho  young  man,  and  tho 
tears  coursed  each  other  rapidly  down  his 
cheek.  Ills  emotion  lasted  a  few  moments, 
and  ho  pursued, — "Poor  Valletort  himself 
saw  him,  for  ho  was  nearly  as  much  over- 
whelmed with  affliction  as  I  was  ;  and  even 
Morrison  beheld  him  also,  not  ten  minutes 
since,  under  tho  very  walls  of  the  fort :  nay, 
distinguished  tho  wings  of  his  uniform,  and 
yet  you  would  pursuado  mo  my  brother, 
instead  of  being  brought  in  a  corpse,  is 
still  missing  and  alive.  This  is  little  better 
than  trifling  with  my  wretchedntss,  Sum- 
ners," and  again  ho  sank  back  exhausted 
on  his  pillow. 

"  I  can  easily  forgive  j'our  doubts,  Do 
Ilaldimar, ' '  returned  tho  sj-mpathising  Sum- 
ners, taking  tho  hand  of  his  companion, 
and  pressing  it  gently  in  his  own ;  for,  in 
truth,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  mystery  at- 
tached to  tho  whole  affair.  I  have  not  seen 
tho  body  myself;  but  I  distinctly  heard 
Captain  Erskino  state  it  certainly  was  not 
your  brother,  and  ho  requested  mo  to  ap- 
prise both  Sir  Everard  Valletort  and  your- 
self of  tho  fact." 

"Who  is  the  murdered  man,  then?  and 
how  comes  ho  clad  in  tho  uniform  of  one  of 
our  officers?  Pshaw  1  it  is  too  absurd  to 
be  credited.  Erskino  is  mistaken — he  must 
bo  mistaken — it  can  bo  no  other  than  my 
poor  brother  Frederick.  Sumners,  I  am 
sick,  faint,  with  this  cruel  uncertainty:  go, 
my  dear  fellow,  at  once,  and  examine  tho 
body ;  then  return  to  me,  and  satisfy  my 
doubts,  if  possible./ 
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''Most  willingly,  if  you  deaire  it,"  return- 
ed Sumncrs,  moving  towards  the  door; 
"but  bclicvo  mo,  Do  Uald'mar,  you  may 
make  your  mind  tranquil  ou  tho  subject — 
Erskiuo  spoko  with  certainty." 

''Have  you  seen  Vallotort?"'  asked  Dc 
TIaldimar,  while  an  involuntary  shudder  per- 
vaded hid  frame. 

'  •  I  have,  lie  flew  on  tho  instant  to  make 
further  inquiries;  and  was  in  the  act  of 
going  to  examuio  the  body  of  tho  murdered 
man  when  I  camo  here.  But  hero  ho  is 
himself,  and  his  countenance  is  tho  harbin- 
ger of  any  thing  but  n  denial  of  my  intelli- 
gence." 

"Oil,  Charles,  what  a  weight  of  misery 
has  been  removed  fron:«my  heart!"  exclaim- 
ed that  officer,  now  rushing  to  tho  bedsido  of 
his  friend,  and  seizing  his  extended  hand, 
— "Your  brother,  let  us  hope,  still  lives." 

"Almighty  God,  I  thank  thee!"  fervent- 
ly ejaculated  De  Ilaldimar ;  and  then,  over- 
come with  joy,  surprise,  and  gi'atitude,  ho 
again  sank  back  upon  his  pillow,  sobbing 
and  weeping  violently. 

Sumners  had,  with  delicate  tact,  retired 
tho  moment  Sir  Everard  made  his  appear- 
ance ;  for  he,  as  well  as  tho  whole  body  of 
officers,  was  aware  of  the  close  friendship 
that  subsisted  between  the  young  men. 

Wo  shall  not  attempt  to  paint  all  that 
passed  between  the  friends  during  tho  tirst 
interesting  moments  of  an  interview  which 
neither  liad  expected  to  enjoy  again,  or  tho 
delight  and  satisfaction  with  which  they 
congratulated  themselves  on  the  futility  of 
those  fears,  which,  if  realised,  must  have 
embittered  every  future  moment  of  their 
lives  with  the  most  harrowing  recollections. 

With  that  facility  with  which  in  youth 
the  generous  and  susceptible  are  prone  to 
exchange  their  tears  for  smiles,  as  some 
powerful  motive  for  tho  re-action  may 
prompt,  the  invalid  had  already,  and  for 
the  moment,  lost  sight  of  tho  painful  past 
in  the  i^leasurable  present,  so  that  his  actual 
excileiuent  was  strongiy  in  contrast  with 
the  melancholy  he  had  so  recently  exliibit- 
ed.  Never  had  Charles  do  Ilaldimar  appear- 
ed so  cmuaently  handsome;  and  yet  his 
beauty  i>esembled  that  of  a  frail  and  deli- 
cate woman,  rather  than  that  of  one  called 
to  the  manly  and  arduous  profession  of  a 
soldier.  Tho  large,  blue,  long,  dark-lashed 
eye,  in  which  a  shade  of  languor  haimonized 
with  the  soft  but  animated  expression  of 
the  whole  countenance, — the  dimpled 
mouth, — the  small,  clear,  and  even  teeth, 
— all  these  now  characterised  Charles  de 
Ilaldimar ;  and  if  to  these  we  add  a  voice 
rich,  full,  and  melodious,  and  a  smile  sweet 
and  fascinating,  we  shall  be  at  no  loss  to 
accoxmt  for  the  readiness  with  which  Sir. 
Everard  suffered  his  imagination  to  draw  on 
the  brother  for  those  attributes  he  ascribed 
to  the  sister. 


It  was  while  this  impression  Was  atrong 
upon  his  fancy,  ho  took  occasion  to  remark, 
m  reply  to  an  observation  of  Do  Ilaldimar' s, 
alluding  tothodospairwith  which  his  sister 
would  have  been  seized,  had  she  known  one 
brother  had  fallen  by  the  hand  of  tho  friend 
of  the  other. 

"The  grief  of  my  own  heart,  Charles,  on 
this  occasion,  would  have  I)con  littlo  infe- 
rior to  her  own.  Tho  truth  is,  my  i'oelings 
during  tho  last  three  hours  have  let  mo  into 
a  secret,  of  the  existence  of  which  I  was,  in 
a  great  degree,  ignorant  until  then :  I  scarce- 
ly know  how  to  express  myself,  for  the 
communication  is  so  truly  absurd  and  ro- 
mantic you  will  not  credit  it."  He  paused, 
hesitated,  and  then,  as  if  determined  to 
anticipate  tho  ridicule  ho  seemed  to  feci 
would  bo  attached  to  his  confession,  with  a 
forced  half  laugh  inirsued :  "The. fact  is, 
Charles,  I  have  been  so  much  used  to  listen 
to  your  warm  and  eloquent  praises  of  your 
sister,  I  have  absolutely,  Iwill  not  say  fallen 
in  love  with  (that  would  bo  going  too  far), 
but  conceived  so  strong  an  interest  in  her, 
that  my  mostardentdesirewoiddbo  to  find 
favor  in  her  eyes.  Wliat  sayyuu,  my  friend? 
are  you  inclined  to  forward  my  Miit ;  and  if 
so,  is  there  any  chance  for  mo,  think  you, 
with  herself  ?" 

Tho  breast  of  Charles  do  Ilaldimar,  who 
had  listened  with  deep  and  increasing  atten- 
tion to  this  avowal,  swelled  high  vnih 
pleasurable  excitement,  and  raising  him- 
self up  in  his  bed  with  ono  hand,  while  he 
grasped  one  of  Sir Everard"s  with  the  other, 
ho  exclaimed  with  a  transport  of  affection 
too  forcible  to  be  controlled, — 

"  Oh,  Valletort,  Vallotort  I  this  is,  indeed, 
all  that  was  wanting  to  complete  my  hap- 
piness. My  sister  Clara  I  adore  with  all  the 
affection  of  my  nature ;  I  love  her  better 
than  my  own  life,  which  is  wrapped  up  in 
hers.  She  is  an  angel  in  disposition, — all 
that  is  dear,  tender,  and  affectionate, — all 
that  is  gentle  and  lovely  in  woman ;  one 
whose  welfare  is  dearer  far  to  me  than  my 
own,  and  without  whose  presence  I  could 
not  live.  Valletort^  that  prizoj — that  dear- 
er half  of  myself, — is  yom's,  yours  for  ever. 
I  have  long  wished  you  should  love  each 
other,  and  I  felt,  when  yoi  1 1  not,  you  would. 
If  I  have  liitherto  forborne  I'rom  expressmg 
this  fondest  wish  of  my  he-art,  it  has  been 
from  delicacy — from  a, natural  fear  of  com- 
promising the  purity  of  my  adored  Clara. 
Now,  however,  you  have  confessed  yourself 
interested  by  a  description  that  falls  far 
short  of  the  true  merit  of  that  dear  girl,  I 
can  no  longer  disguise  my  gratification  and 
delight.  Valletort,"  he  concluded,  impres- 
sively, "there  is  no  other  man  on  earth  to 
whom  I  would  say  f  o  much ;  but  you  were 
formed  for  each  other,  and  you  will,  you 
must,  be  the  husband  of  my  sist-ir." 

If  the  youthful  and  affectionate  De  Hal- 
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dimar  was  happy,  Sir  Evorard  was  no  less 
SO;  for  already,  with  tho  enthusiaHm  of  a 
young  man  of  twenty,  ho  painted  to  himself 
tho  entire  fruition  of  those  dreams  of  hap- 
piness that  had  so  long  been  familiarised  to 
las  imagination. 

A  single  knock  was  now  hoard  at  tho 
door  of  uie  apartment ;  it  was  opened  and 
a  sergeant  appeared  at  tho  entrance. 

"The  companyareunderarms  for  punish- 
ment pawule,  Lieutenant  Valletort,"  said 
the  man  touching  his  cap. 

In  an  instant,  tho  visionary  prospects  of 
the  young  men  gave  place  to  tho  stern  real- 
ities connected  with  that  announcement  of 
punishment.  The  troiison  of  Ilalloway, — 
the  absence  of  Frederick  De  Ilaldimar, — tho 
<langer  by  which  they  were  beset, — and  tho 
little  probability  of  a  ro-union  with  those 
who  were  most  dear  to  them, — all  these  re- 
collections now  flashed  across  their  minds 
with  the  rapidity  of  thought ;  and  tho  con- 
Tersation  that  had  so  recently  passed  be- 
tween them  seemed  to  leave  no  other  im- 
pression than  what  is  produced  from  some 
visionary  speculation  of  the  moment. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

As  the  bells  of  the  fort  tolled  the  tenth 
hour  of  morning,  the  groups  of  dispersed 
soldiery,  warned  by  tho  rolling  of  tho  as- 
sembly drum,  once  more  fell  into  their  res- 
pective ranks  in  tho  order  described  in  tlio 
opening  of  this  volume.  Soon  afterwai'ds 
the  prisoner  Halloway  was  re-conducted 
into  the  square  by  a  strong  escort,  who  took 
their  stations  as  before  in  the  immediate 
centre,  where  the  former  stood  principally 
conspicuous  to  the  observation  of  his  com- 
rades. His  countenance  was  paler,  and  had 
less,  perhaps,  of  tho  indifference  he  had 
previously  manifested ;  but  to  supply  this 
there  was  a  certain  subdued  air  of  calm  dig- 
nity, and  a  composure  that  sprang,  doubt- 
less, from  tho  consciousness  of  the  new 
charaoter  in  which  he  now  appeared  before 
his  superiors.  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar  almost 
immediately  followed,  and  with  him  were 
the  principal  staff  of  the  garrison,  all  of 
whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  sick  and 
wotmded  and  their  attendants,  were  present, 
to  a  man.  The  former  took  from  the  hands 
of  the  adjutant,  Lawson,  a  largo  packet, 
consisting  of  several  sheets  of  folded  paper 
closely  written  upon.  These  were  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court-martial. 

After  enumerating  the  several  charges, 
and  detailing  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses 
examined,  the  Governor  came  at  length  to 
the  finding  and  sentence  of  the  court,  which 
were  as  follows : — 

"The  court  having  duly  considered  the 
evidence  adduced  against  tho  prisoner, 
private  Frank   Halloway,    together   with  j 


what  ho  has  urged  in  his  defence,  are  of 

opinion, — 

'•riiat  wun  regard  to  the  first  charge,  it 
is  not  provod. 

"Tliat  with  regard  to  the  second  charge, 
it  is  not  proved. 

''That  with  regard  to  the  third  charge, 
even  by  liis  own  voluntary  confession,,  tho 
prisoner  is  guilty. 

'•Tho  c'Ou»'t  having  found  tho  prisoner, 
private  Frank  Ilalloway,  guilty  of  tho  third 
charge  jncferred  against  liini,  whicli  is  in 
direct  violation  of  a  standing  order  of  tho 
garrison,  entailing  capital  punislunent,  do 
hereby  sentence  him,  tho  sai<l  prisoner, 
jtrivati!  Frank  ilalloway,  to  be  shot  to  death 
at  sucli  timi;  and  place  as  tho  oflicor  com- 
manding may  tleem  lit  to  appoint." 

Although  the  utmost  order  pervaded  the 
ranks,  every  breath  had  been  suspended, 
every  ear  stretched  during  the  reading  of 
tho  sentence ;  and  now  tliat  it  came  arrayed 
in  terror  and  in  blood,  every  glanco  was 
turned  in  pity  on  its  unhappy  victim.  But 
Ilalloway  heard  it  with  tho  ears  of  one  who 
has  made  up  his  mind  to  suffer ;  and  tho 
faint  half  smile  that  played  upon  hLi  lips 
spoke  more  in  scorn  than  in  sorrow.  Col- 
onel de  Ilaldimar  pursued:  — 

"The  court  having  found  it  imperatively 
incumbent  on  them  to  award  the  pimish- 
ment  of  death  to  tho  prisoner,  private  Frank 
HaHoway,  at  tho  same  time  gladly  avail 
themselves  of  their  privilege  by  strongly 
recommending  liim  to  mercy.  The  court 
cannot,  in  justice  to  the  character  of  the 
prisoner,  refrain  from  expressing  their 
unanimous  conviction,  that  notwiiiistanding 
tho  mysterious  circumstances  which  have 
led  to  his  confinement  and  trial,  he  is  en- 
tirely innocent  of  tho  treachery  ascribed  to 
him.  The  court  have  founded  this  convic- 
tion on  tho  excellent  character,  both  on 
duty  and  in  the  field,  liitherto  borne  by  the 
prisoner, — his  well-known  attachment  to 
tho  officer  with  whose  abduction  ho  stands 
chiU'ged, — and  the  manly,  open,  and  (as  the 
court  are  satisfied)  correct  hLitory  given  of 
his  former  life.  It  is,  moreover,  the  impres- 
sion of  tlie  court,  that,  as  stated  by  the 
prisoner,  his  guilt  of  the  thud  charge  has 
been  tho  result  only  of  his  attachment  for 
Captain  do  Ilaldimar.  And  for  this,  and 
the  reasons  above  assigned,  do  they  strong- 
ly recommend  tho  prisoner  to  mercy. 
•'  Noel  Ble-ssingtox, 

Captain  and  President. 

•'  Sentence  approved  and  confirmed, 
Charles  de  IlALcrMAn, 

Colonel  and  Commandant." 

Wliile  those  concluding  remarks  of  the 
court  were  lieing  read,  the  prisoner  mani- 
fested the  deepest  emotion.  If  a  smile  of 
scorn  had  previously  played  upon  his  lip,  it 
was  because  he  fancied  the  court,  before 
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whom  lie  hatl  souf^ht  to  vincUcuto  Ida  fumo, 
hacl  jii(l^<(l  him  with  a  Hovcrity  not  inferior 
to  hi.H  culoiu'l's;  but  now  that,  in  tho  pro- 
Boncoot'  hiscomp  inions,  ho  lioiird  tiio  llattor- 
ing  attC!}tiition  of  hissorvicos,  coupled  ovon 
as  it  wii.s  with  tho  Munlouco  thiit cumlcnincd 
him  to  dio,  tears  of  gratittulo  and  ploasuro 
rose  d"°pito  of  hinr^clf  to  his  oyi'Sj  and  it 
required  all  his  soli'-coniniami  to  enablo 
him  to  abstain  from  giving  expression  to 
his  feelings  towartls  thoso  who  had  so  gene- 
rously interpreted  tho  motives  of  his 
dereliction  fiom  duty.  But  when  tho  me- 
lancholy and  sUirtling  fact  of  tho  approml 
and  contirmation  of  the  sentence  met  his 
ear,  without  tho  slightest  allusion  to  that 
mercy  which  liad  been  so  lu-gently  recom- 
mendetl,  ho  again  overcame  his  weakness, 
and  exhibited  his  wonted  air  of  calm  and 
unconc(?rn. 

"Let  the  prisoner  bo  removed,  Mr.  Law- 
son,"  ordered  tho  governor,  whose  stern 
and  somewhat  disniw-slicd  exi)rcssion  of 
countonanco  was  tho  only  conunent  on  the 
reconunendation  for  mercy. 

Tho  order  was  promi)tly  executed.  Once 
moro  ilalloway  left  tho  square,  and  was  re- 
conducted to  tho  cell  he  had  occupied  since 
tho  preceding  night. 

"Major  Blackwater,"  pursued  tho  go- 
Temor,"  let  a  detachment  consisting  of  one- 
half  tho  garrison  bo  got  in  readiness  to 
leave  the  fort  within  tho  hour.  C'aptain 
Wcntworth,  three  pieces  of  hold  artillery 
will  bo  required.  Lot  them  bo  got  ready 
also."  Ho  then  retired  from  the  area,  while 
tho  officers,  who  had  just  received  his  com- 
mands, prepared  to  fulfil  tho  respective 
duties  assigned  them. 

Since  tho  first  alarm  of  tho  garrison  no 
opportunity  had  hitherto  been  alforded  tlio 
officers  to  snatch  tho  slightest  refreshment. 
Advantage  was  now  taken  of  the  short  in- 
terval allowed  by  the  governor,  and  they 
all  repaired  to  tho  mess-room,  where  their 
breakfast  had  long  since  been  provided. 

"Well,  Blessington,"  remarked  Captain 
Erskino,  as  ho  filled  his  plate  for  the  third 
timo  from  a  largo  haunch  of  venison,  for 
which  liis  recent  skirmish  with  tho  Indians 
had  given  him  fua  unusual  relish,  "  so  it  ap- 
pears your  recommendation  of  poor  Hallo- 
way  to  mercy  is  little  likely  to  bo  attended 
to.  Did  you  remark  how-displeased  the 
colonel  looked  as  ho  bungled  through  it  ? 
On'i  might  almost  bo  tempted  to  think  he 
had  an  interest  in  tho  man's  death,  bo  de- 
termined does  he  appear  to  carry  Ixis  point." 

Although  several  of  his  companions,  per- 
haps, felt  and  thought  tho  same,  still  there 
was  no  one  who  would  have  ventured  to 
avow  his  real  sentiments  in  so  unqualified 
a  manner.  Indeed  such  an  observation 
proceeding  from  the  lips  ofany  other  officer 
•would  have  excited  the  utmost  surprise; 
but  Captain  Erskiue,  a  brave,  bold,  frank, 


and  somewhat  thoughtless  soldier,  was  ono 
of  thoso  beings  who  aro  privileged  to  say 
anything.  His  opinions  were  usually  ex- 
pressed without  ceremony;  and  lus  speech 
was  not  tho  most  circumspect  now,  as  sinco 
liis  return  to  tho  fort  ho  had  swallowed, 
fasting,  two  or  three  glasses  of  a  favorito 
spirit,  which,  without  intoxicating,  had 
greatly  excited  him. 

"I  remarked  enough,"  said  Captain 
Blessington,  who  sat  loaning  his  head  on 
ono  hand,  while  with  tho  other  he  occasion- 
ally, anil  almost  mcchanicjdly,  raised  a  cup 
filbnl  with  a  liquid  of  palo  blood  color  to 
his  lips, — "  (juito  enough  to  make  mo  regret 
from  my  very  soul  I  should  have  been  his 
principal  judge.  Poor  Ilalloway,  I  pity  him 
much;  for,  on  my  honor,  I  believe  him  to 
bo  tho  gentleman  ho  represents  himself." 

"A  finer  fellow  does  not  live,"  remarked 
tho  last  remaining  officer  of  tho  grenadiers. 
"But  surely  Colonel  tie  Haldimar  cannot 
moan  to  carry  tho  sentence  into  eifect. 
Tho  recommendation  of  a  court,  couched 
in  such  terms  as  these,  ought  alone  to  havo 
some  weight  with  him." 

"It  is  quite  dear,  from  tho  fact  of  his 
having  been  remanded  to  his  cell,  tho  exe- 
cution of  tho  poor  fellow  will  bo  deferred 
at  l(!ast,"  observed onoof  Captain Erskine's 
subalterns.  "If  tho  governor  had  intended 
ho  should  sufferimmediately,  ho  would  havo 
had  him  shot  tho  moment  after  his  een- 
tenco  was  read.  But  what  is  tho  meaning 
and  object  of  this  new  sortie?  and  whither 
aro  wo  now  going?  Do  you  know.  Captain 
Erskine,  our  company  is  again  ordered  for 
this  duty?" 

"Know  it,  Leslie  I  of  course  I  do;  and 
for  that  reason  am  I  paying  my  court  to  the 
moro  substantial  part  of  tho  breakfast. 
Come,  Blessington,  my  dear  follow,  you 
havo  quite  lost  your  appetite,  and  we  may 
havo  sharp  work  before  wo  get  back.  Fol- 
low my  example :  throw  that  nasty  blood- 
thickening  sassafras  away,  and  lay  a  found- 
ation from  this  venison.  None  sweeter  is 
to  bo  found  in  tho  forests  of  America.  A 
few  slices  of  that,  and  then  a  glass  each  of 
my  best  Jamaica,  and  weshall  havestrength 
to  go  through  the  expedition,  if  its  object 
be  tho  capture  of  tho  boldPonteac  himself." 

"I  presume  tho  object  is  rather  to  seek 
for  Captain  do  Haldimar,"  said  Lieutenant 
Boyce,  tho  officer  of  tho  grenadiers;  "  but 
in  that  case  why  not  send  out  his  own  com- 
pany?" 

"Because  the  colonel  prefers  trusting  to 
cooler  heads  and  moro  experienced  arms," 
good-humoredly  observed Captivin  Erskine. 
"Blessington  is  our  senior,  and  his  men  aro 
all  old  stagers.  My  lads,  too,  havo  had 
their  mettle  up  already  this  morning,  and 
there  is  nothing  like  that  to  prepare  men 
for  a  dash  of  enterprise.  It  is  with  them  as 
with  blood  horses,  the  more  you  _    ■  them 
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on  their  ppocKl  tho  less  anxiouH  aro  they  to  ' 
(juit  tlu>  cuiir.Hi'.  WoU,  JolinHtono,  my  1 
brave  iScait,  r(>a(ly  fur  another  HkirniishV" 
he  asked,  as  that  olIiciT  now  cntrrod  to  i 
satisly  lh<^  ciavinf^s  of  an  appetite  little  in-  | 
lei'ior  to  tlmtol' lii^  i;apl.\in.  i 

"With  'lUUHiuim  nun  paralu.-i'  i'or  n»y 
motto,"  j;iiily  returned  the  young  man,  "it 
were  odd,  indeed,  il'  a  mere  scraleh  like 
this  rtliould  prevent  nio  Irom  e.stablishin^' 
my  claim  tii  it  by  1'ollovving  wherever  my 
gallant  captain  Irads." 

"M<jst  eourti'OUHly  spoken,  and  little  in 
tho  spirit  of  a  man  yet  smarting  under  tho 
inUiction  of  a  ritlo  wound,  it  must  be 
confessed,"  nmarked  Lieutenant  Leslie. 
"But,  Johnstone,  youijiould  bear  in  mind 
a  too  close  adlu'ronce  to  that  motto  lias 
been,  in  some  degree,  fatal  to  your  family." 

"No  retioctions,  Leslie,  if  you  lUease," 
returned  his  brother  subaltern,  slightly 
reddening.  "If  tho  head  of  our  family 
was  unfortunate  enough  to  bo  considered 
a  tniit'ir  to  \-  nglan'!,  he  was  not  so,  at  least, 
to  iScoilaud;  ami  Scntland  was  the  land  of 
his  birth.  But  let  his  i)olitical  errors  be 
forgotten.  TiiDUgii  the  winged  spur  no 
longer  adorn  tho  booted  heel  of  an  earl 
«f  .iViuiandale,  the  time  may  not  bo  i'ar 
distant  when  some  liberal  and  popular  mon- 
arch of  England  slvdl  restore  a  titlo  for- 
feited neither  through  cowardice  or  dis- 
honor, but  i'rom  an  erroneous  sense  of 
duty" 

"That  is  to  say,"  muttered  Ensign  Delme, 
looking  around  for  an  approval  as  he 
spoke,  "that  our  present  king  is  neither 
liberal  nor  popular.  Well,  Mr.  Johnstone, 
were  such  an  observation  to  reach  tho  ears 
of  Colonel  do  Ualdimar  you  would  stand  a 
very  fair  chance  of  being  brought  to  a 
court  martial." 

"That  is  to  say  nothing  of  the  kmd, 
sir,"  somewhat  fiercely  retorted  the  young 
Scot  I  "  but  any  tiling  I  do  say  you  aro  at  li- 
berty to  repeat  to  Colonel  do  Haldimar,  or 
whom  you  will.  I  cannot  understand,  Leslie, 
why  you  should  liavo  made  any  allusion  to 
the  misfortunes  of  my  family  at  this  parti- 
cular moment,  and  in  this  public  manner. 
I  trust  it  was  not  with  a  view  to  offend  me ;" 
and  he  fixed  his  largo  black  eyes  upon  his 
brother  subaltern,  as  if  ho  would  have  read 
every  thought  of  his  mind. 

"  Upon  my  honor,  Jolmstone,  I  meant 
nothing  of  the  kind,"  frankly  returned 
Leslie.  "  I  merely  meant  to  hint  that  as 
you  had  had  your  eharo  of  service  this 
morning,  you  might,  at  least,  have  sufTered 
mo  to  borrow  your  spurs,  while  you  reposed 
for  the  present  on  your  laurels." 

"There  aro  my  gay  and  gallant  Scots," 
exclaimed  Captain  Erskine,  as  he  swallowed 
off  a  glass  of  the  old  Jamaica  which  stood 
before  him,  and  with  which  ho  usually 
neutralised  tho  acidities  of  a  meat  break- 


fast. "  Settled  like  gentlemen  and  lads  of 
spirit,  as  ye  are,"  he  pursued,  as  the  young 
men  cordially  shook  eaeli  oiIum-'h  hand 
across  the  lalile.  '•  W'iiat  an  enviable  com- 
mand is  mine  to  have  a  company  of  bravo 
fellows  who  would  face  thn  devil  liimsclf 
were  it  necessary  ;  and  two  hot  and  impa- 
tient subs.,  who  are  ready  to  cut  eacli 
other's  throat  lor  the  pleasure  of  accompa- 
nying mo  against  a  set  of  savages  that  (u-o 
little  better  than  so  many  devils.  Come, 
Johnstone,  y(ni  know  the  colonel  allows 
us  but  one  sub.  at  a  time,  in  consequenco 
of  our  scarcity  of  officers,  therefore  it  in 
but  fair  Leslie  sliould  have  his  turn.  It 
will  not  be  long,  1  daresay,  before  we  shall 
have  another  brush  with  the  rascals." 

"In  my  opinion,"  observed  Captain 
Blessington,  who  hatl  been  a  silent  and 
thoughtful  witness  of  what  was  passing 
around  him,  "neither  Leslie  nor  Johnstone 
would  evince  so  'jiuch  anxiety,  were  they 
aware  of  tho  tiuo  nature  of  the  duty  for 
which  our  companies  have  been  oidered. 
Depend  upon  it,  it  is  no  search  after  Captain 
do  JIaldimar  in  which  wo  are  about  to  be  en- 
gaged, ^I'or  much  as  the  colonel  loves  his 
son,  he  would  on  no  account  compromise 
the  safety  of  tho  garrison,  by  sending  a 
party  into  the  forest,  where  poor  Do  Haldi- 
mar, if  alive,  is  at  all  likely  to  bo  found." 

"Faith  you  aro  right,  Blessington;  the 
governor  is  not  one  to  run  theso  sort  of 
risks  on  every  occasion.  My  chief  surprise, 
indeed,  is,  that  ho  suffered  mo  to  venture 
even  upon  tho  common ;  but  if  wo  aro  not 
designed  for  some  hostile  expedition,  why 
leave  tho  fort  at  all  ?" 

"Tho  question  will  need  no  answer  if 
Halloway  bo  found  to  accompany  us." 

"Pshal  why  should  Halloway  bo  taken 
out  for  tho  purpose  V  If  ho  bo  shot  at  all, 
ho  will  be  shot  on  tho  ramparts,  in  tho  pre- 
sence of,  and  as  an  example  to.  the  wholo 
garrison.  Still,  on  reflection,  I  cannot  but 
think  it  impossible  the  sentence  should  be 
earned  into  full  effect,  after  the  strong,  nay, 
the  almost  unprecedented  recommendation 
to  mercy  recorded  on  tho  face  of  the  pro- 
ceedings." 

Captain  Blessington  shook  his  head  des- 
pondingly.  "  Wliat  think  you,  Erskine,  of 
tho  policy  of  making  an  example,  which 
may  bo  witnessed  by  tho  enemy  as  well  as 
tho  garrison  ?  It  is  evident,  from  his  de- 
meanor throughout,  nothing  will  convince 
tho  colonel  that  Halloway  is  not  a  traitor, 
and  ho  may  think  it  advisable  to  strike 
terror  into  the  minds  of  tho  savages,  by  an 
execution  which  will  have  the  effect  of  show- 
ing tho  treason  of  the  soldier  to  have  been 
discovered." 

In  this  opinion  many  of  the  officers  now 
concurred ;  and  as  tho  fate  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Halloway  began  to  assume  a  character 
of  almost  certainty,  even  the  spirit  of  tho 
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gallant  Erakino,  tho  loast  Hubduod  by  the 

roct'ntili(*tifw.«inR  ovimtn,  wi>h  ovorclouded ; 
and  all  wiiik,  tm  if  by  ono  connt^nt,  into  Hi- 
lout  comiimiuon  witli  tlnur  thoii^lits,  as 
they  iilinoHt  mochunically  complKtid  tlio 
moal,  at  whicli  haliit  ralhor  tliaii  appi'tiii' 
still  contimu'd  thoni.  Bt'linf  any  of  tlitm 
had  yot  risen  from  tiio  tal»li>,  a  loud  atul 
liiorcing  (fcroani  mot  thoir  oars  from  with- 
out; and  so  ijuick  and  universal  was  the 
movemont  it  itroducotl,  that  its  ocho  had 
Bcarccly  yot  diod  away  in  tho  distanoo, 
when  tho  wholo  of  tho  broakfast  party  had 
issued  from  tho  room,  and  woro  already 
Bpectators  of  tho  cause. 

As  tho  officers  now  passed  from  tho  moss- 
room  nearly  opposite  to  tho  gate,  tlipy 
observed,  at  that  part  of  tho  barracks  which 
ran  at  right  angles  with  it,  and  immediately 
in  front  of  the  apartment  of  tho  younger 
Do  llaldimar,  whence  ho  had  apparently 
justissued,  thegovernor,  struggling,  though 

f;ently,  to  disengage  himself  from  a  fema- 
o,  who,  with  clisordored  hair  and  dross, 
lay  almost  prostrate  upon  tho  piazza,  ancl 
clasping  his  booted  log  with  an  energy  evi- 
dently borrowed  from  the  most  rootocl  des- 
pair. Tho  quick  eyo  of  tho  haughty  man 
had  already  rested  on  the  group  of  otTicers 
drawii  by  tho  scream  of  tho  supplicant. 
Numbers,  too,  of  the  men,  attracted  by 
tho  samo  cause,  woro  collected  in  front  of 
their  respective  block- ho  uses,  and  looking 
from  the  windows  of  tho  rooms  in  which 
they  were  also  breakfasting,  preparatory 
to  tho  expedition.  Vexed  and  irritated 
beyond  measure,  at  being  thus  ma<^le  a 
conspicuous  object  of  observation  to  his 
inferiors,  the  unbending  governor  made  a 
violent  and  successful  effort  to  disengage 
his  leg ;  and  then,  without  uttering  a  word, 
or  otherwiso  noticing  tho  unhappy  being 
who  lay  extended  at  his  foet,  ho  stalked 
across  t!i'j  iiarado  to  his  apartments  at  the 
opposit'.!  n'i,:\c,  without  appearing  to  man- 
ifest the  t  lightest  consciousness  of  tho 
scena  hpi  had  awakened  such  universal 
atteti'cior.. 

Several  of  the  officers,  among  whom  was 
Captain  Blessington,  now  hastened  to  tho 
assistance  of  tho  female,  whom  all  had  re- 
cognised, from  the  tu'st,  to  bo  tho  interest- 
ing and  unhappy  wife  of  Hallo  way.  Many 
of  the  comrades  of  the  latter,  who  had  been 
pained  and  pitying  spectators  of  the  scone, 
also  advanced  for  tho  same  purpose ;  but, 
on  perceiving  their  object  anticipated  by 
their  superiors,  they  withdrew  to  the  block- 
houses, whence  they  had  issued.  Never 
was  grief  more  forcibly  depicted,  than  in 
the  wholo  appearance  of  this  unfortunate 
woman ;  never  did  anguish  assume  a  cha- 
racter more  fitted  to  touch  the  soul,  or  to 
command  respect.  Her  long  fair  hair,  that 
had  hitherto  been  hid  under  tho  coarse 
mob  cap,  usually  worn  by  the  wives  of  the 


■oldiern,  wan  now  divf»te<l  of  all  fastening, 
and  lay  Hhudowing  a  white  and  ]>oliHhed 
bosom,  whii'h,  in  lier  \ioli'nt  struggles  to 
detain  tho  goveiiinr,  Iia<l  lnu-st  from  its 
rude  l)Ut  modest  conrmenn'iit,  and  was 
now  displayed  in  all  the  dazzling  delicacy 
of  youth  ami  sex.  If  the  ollicers  gazed 
fur  a  moment  with  excited  lot)k  upon 
charms  that  had  long  been  strangers  to 
theirsight,  orof  anordcM-  they  little  doomed 
to  lln<l  in  Kllen  llalloway,  it  was  liut  tho 
involuntary  tribute  n-ndered  by  nature 
unto  beauty.  The  depth  ami  sacrcdness 
of  that  sorrow,  which  had  left  the  wretched 
woman  unconscious  of  lii'r  exposure^  in  tho 
instant  afterwards  imposed  a  check  upon 
admiration,  which  each  felt  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  lirst  priiicii)les  of  human  deli- 
cacy,  anil  the  feeling  was  repressed  almost 
in  the  moment  that  gave  it  birth. 

They  were  immediately  in  front  of  tho 
room  occujjied  by  Charles  Do  llaldimar, 
in  tho  piazza  of  which  wore  a  few  old  chairs, 
on  which  tho  officers  were  in  tho  habit  of 
throwing  themselves  during  tho  boat  of  tho 
day.  On  one  of  these  Captain  Blessington, 
assisted  by  the  officer  of  grenadiers,  now 
seated  the  suffering  and  sobbing  wife  of 
llalloway.  HLs  hrst  care  was  to  repair  tho 
disorder  of  her  dross  -,  and  never  was  tho 
office  performed  by  man  with  greater  deli- 
cacy, or  absence  of  levity  by  those  who 
witnessed  it.  This  was  the  first  moment  of 
her  consciousness.  The  inviolability  of 
modesty  for  a  moment  rose  paramount  even 
to  the  desolation  of  her  heart,  and  putting 
rudely  aside  tho  hand  that  reposed  una- 
voidably upon  her  person,  the  poor  woman 
started  from  her  seat,  and  looked  wildly 
about  her,  as  if  endeavoring  to  identify 
those  by  whom  sho  was  surrounded.  But 
when  sho  observed  tho  pitying  gaze  of  the 
officers  fixed  upon  her,  in  earnestness  and 
commiseration,  and  heard  the  benevolent 
accents  of  tho  ever  kind  Blessington  ex- 
horting her  to  composure,  herweeping  be- 
came more  violent  and  her  sobs  more  con- 
vulsive. Captain  Blessington  threw  an  arm 
round  her  waist  to  prevent  her  from  falling, 
and  then  motioning  to  two  or  tliroo  wo- 
men of  tho  Company  to  which  her  husband 
was  attached,  who  stood  at  a  little  dis- 
tance in  front  of  ono  of  tho  block-houses, 
prepared  to  deliver  her  over  to  their 
chai'ge. 

"No,  no,  not  yet!"  burst  at  length  from 
tho  agonized  woman,  as  she  shrank  from 
tho  rude  but  well-intentioned  toucliof  tho 
sympathising  assistants,  who  had  prompt- 
ly answered  tho  signal ;  then,  as  if  obeying 
some  new  direction  of  her  feelings,  some 
new  impulse  of  her  grief,  sho  liberated  her- 
self from  tho  slight  grasp  of  Cajitain  Bles- 
sington, turned  suddenly  round,  and,before 
anyone  could  anticipate  the  movement, 
entered  an  opening  on  the  piazza,  raised 
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tholnt<'l»nf  II  door  Hitiiat<'»J  iit  its  oxtrctnity, 
atul  WMH,  in  tlic  iK^xt  iiiHtuiit.  in  tlio  it|iiirt- 
iiicnt  of  tlio  youujfi'i*  l»o  Ilajdiiimr. 

Tho  Mci'in'  (liiit  met  tl»i<  tyfvs  of  tlin  offl- 
corn,  wlio  now  followed  dosn  iiftor  licr,  wuh 
ono  woll  (•(ihniliitt'd  to  inuk(<  iin  iinpr<'Hsion 
on  the  lii'iiits  even  of  tlu'  most  inM<>riHilil»». 
In  th<>  iliMjiair  and  icckifs.sncHrt  of  luT  ex- 
tromi'  Horrow,  the  yoiinj;  wifo  of  IliiUowtiy 
IiimI already  thrown  iicrsclf  upon  her  knees 
at  thn  l>e(i  Hide  of  tho  Hick  ollieer ;  and. 
withlior  handrt  njn-ained  and  Jirinly  cliiHpod 
togetlu-r,  waH  now  «npplifatin>?  Iiin\  in 
tones,  contruHtin^f  Hill^'ldal•ly  in  their  pen- 
ticnoHH  with  (he  depth  of  tiie  sorrow  that 
had  rendered  her  tliiis  repirdless  of  iij)- 
poarances,  and  insensihlo  to  ohnorvation. 

"Oh,  Mr.  d<!  llaldiniar!"  who  implored, 
"  in  the  name  of  (Jod  an<l  of  our  hlossed 
Siwiour,  if  you  would  save  me  from  mad- 
ncBS,  interi'ode  for  my  unhai)py  hushand. 
nnd  preserve  him  from  tho  horritl  fato  tiiat 
awaits  hiin.  You  are  too  fjood,  too  f.'entle. 
too  amiable,  to  rei(>cttiie  ))rayerof  a  lieart- 
hroken  woman.  Aror(>()ver,  Mr.  de  IJaKli- 
raar,"  hIio  proeeeded  witli  deeper  energy, 
while  she  caught  and  [iressed  between  lier 
own  white  and  bloodless  hands,  ono  nearly 
as  delieate  tliat  lay  extended  near  her, 
" consider  all  my  dear  but  unfortunate 
liuflband  has  done  for  yotir  family.  Think 
ofthobliod  ho  onco  spilt  in  tho  defence 
ofyourbrother'slife;  that  brother,  through 
whom  alone,  oh  God  !  Ikms  now  condemned 
to  die.  Call  to  mind  tiio  days  and  nights 
of  anguish  I  passed  jiearhis  couch  of  sutler- 
ing,  when  yet  writhing  beneath  the  wound 
aimed  at  the  life  of  Captain  do  llaldimar. 
Almighty  I'rovidence! ''  she  i)ursued,  in  I 
tho  samo  impassioned  yet  j)laintivo  voice,  i 
"why  is  not  Miss  Clara  hero  to  plead  the  I 
causo  of  tho  iimocont,  and  to  touch  the  i 
stubborn  heart  of  her  merciless  father?  She  j 
would  indeed,  move  heaven  and  earth  to 
savo  the  life  of  him  to  whom  she  so  often  j 
vowed  eternal  gratitude  and  acknowledg- 
ment. Ah,  she  littlo  dreams  of  liis  danger 
now ;  or,  if  prayer  and  intercession  could 
avail,  my  husband  would  yet  live,  and  this 
terrible  struggle  at  my  heart  would  be  no 
more." 

Overcome  by  her  emotion,  the  unfor- 
tunate woman  suffered  her  aching  liead  to 
droop  upon  tho  edge  of  the  bed,  and  )ier 
sobbing  became  so  painfully  violent,  tliat 
all  who  heard  her  expected,  at  every  mo- 
ment, some  fatal  termination  to  lier  immo- 
derate grief.  Charles  do  llaldimar  was  little 
loss  affected  ;  and  his  sorrow  was  the  more 
bitter,  as  lie  hud  just  proved  tho  utter 
inefficacy  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  appeal 
to  his  inflexible  fatlior. 

"Mrs.  Ilalloway.  my  dear  Mrs.  Ilalloway, 
compose  yourself,"  said  Captain  Elessington 
now  approaching,  and  endeavoring  to  raise 
her  gently  from  the  floor,  on  which  she  still 
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knelt,  wliile  her  hands  even  more  firmly 
gmsped  that  of  l)e  lliildiniar.  "  Vou  are  ill, 
very  ill,  and  the  consernicnic  of  thin  dread- 
ful excitement  may  be  fatnl.  Ho  advised 
liy  me,  and  retire.  I  have  desired  my  room 
to  bo  prepared  for  you,  and  S<>rgeant  Wil- 
mot's  wife  shall  remain  with  you  us  long 
at)  you  may  re(|uire  it. 

"No,  no,  no!"  she  again  exclaimed  with 
energy,  "what  care  I  for  my  own  wretched 
life — my  l>eIoved  and  imluppy  hiiabund  is 
to  die.  i)h  Ood  1  to  die  without  guilt — to 
bo  cut  off  in  his  youth — to  b(»  shot  as  n 
traitor — ;nid  that  simi)ly  for  obeying  tho 
wishes  of  tho  otlio('r  whom  he  loved  ! — tho 
son  of  tlm  man  who  now  spurns  all  Hui)pli- 
(Mition  from  his  preseni'(\  It  is  inhuman, 
it  is  imjiist — ;md  Heaven  will  punish  tho 
hard-hearted  man  who  murders  him — yes, 
murders  him  1  for  such  a  punishment  for 
such  an  offence  is  nothing  less  than  miu'- 
der."  Again  she  wept  bitterly,  imd  an 
Captain  lilossington  slil  >ved  to  soothe 
aiul  rais(<  her  :  —  "No,  n'  will  not  leavo 
this  spot,'  she  continud.  villnotquit 

the  side    of  Mr.    do   11a 

1)ledges  himself  to  inters 
lusband.  It  is  his  duty  to  .>ave  the  life  of 
him  who  saved  his  brother's  life  ;  and  Ood 
and  human  justice  are  withmy  appeal.  Oh, 
tell  me.then  Mr.  de  llaldimar,— if  you  would 
savo  my  wretched  heart  from  breaking, — 
tell  me  will  you  intercede  for,  and  obtain 
tho  pardon  of  my  husband  1" 

As  slio  conolu'led  this  last  sentence  in 
passionate  appeal,  she  had  risen  from  her 
knees  ;  and,  ("onscious  only  of  tho  impor- 
tance of  tlie  boon  solicited,  now  tlirew  her- 
.■^elf  upon  the  breast  of  the  highly  pained 
and  agitated  young  oiflcer.  Her  long  and 
beautiful  h;iir  fell  floating  over  his  face,  and 
mingled  with  liis  own.  while  her  arms  wero 
wildly  clasped  around  him,  in  all  the  energy 
of  frantic  and  hopeless  adjuration. 

"  Almiglity  God !"'  exclaimed  thoagitatod 
young  man,  as  he  made  a  feeble  and  fruit- 
less effort  to  I'aiso  the  form  of  the  unhappy 
woman;  "what  shall  I  say  to,  impart  com- 
fort to  this  suQ'ering  being  ?  Oli,  Mrs  Ilal- 
loway." he  pursued,  "I  would  willingly 
give  all  I  possess  in  this  world  to  bo  the 
mean^of  saving  your  unfortunate  husband, 
—.and  as  much  for  his  own  sake  as  foryoiU'S 
would  I  do  this;  liut.  alas  !  I  have  not  tho 
power.  Do  not  think  I  speak  without  con- 
viction. My  father  has  just  been  with  me, 
and  I  have  pleaded  the  cause  of  your  hus- 
i)and  with  an  earnestness  I  should  scarcely 
hive  used  had  my  own  life  been  at  stake.  But 
all  my  entreaties  have  been  in  vain.  lie  is 
obstinate  in  the  lieliefmy  brother' s  strange 
absence  and  DoncUan's  death,  are  attribu- 
table only  to  the  treason  of  Ilalloway.  Still 
there  is  a  hope.  A  detachment  is  to  leave 
the  fort  within  the  hour,  and  Halloway  is 
to  accompany  them.     It  may  be,  my  father 
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intends  this  measure  only  with  a  view  to 
terrify  him  to  a  confession  of  guilt ;  and  that 
he  deems  it  pohtic  to  make  him  undergo 
all  the  fearful  preliminaries  without  carry- 
ing the  sentence  itself  into  etioct." 

The  unfortunate  woman  said  no  more. 
When  she  raised  her  heaving  chest  from 
that  of  the  young  officer,  her  .?ycs,  though 
red  and  shrunk  to  half  their  usual  size 
with  weeping,  were  tearless ;  but  on  her 
countenance  there  was  an  expression  of 
vn\d  woe,  infiiutely  more  distressmg  to 
behold,  in  consequence  of  the  almost  unna- 
tural check  so  suddenly  imposed  upon  her 
feelings.  She  tottered,  rather  than  walked, 
through  the  group  of  officers,  who  gave 
way  on  either  hand  to  let  her  pass ;  and 
rejecting  all  assistance  from  the  women 
who  had  followed  into  the  room,  and  who 
now ;  in  obedience  to  another  signal  from 
Captain  Blessington  hastened  to  her  sup- 
port, finally  gained  the  door  and  quitted  the 
apartment. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

The  sun  was  high  in  the  meridian,  as  the 
second  detachment,  commanded  by  Colonel 
do  Ualdimar  in  person,  issued  from  the  fort 
of  Detroit.  It  was  that  soft  and  hazy  sea- 
son, peculiar  to  the  bland  and  beautiful 
autumn  of  Canada,  when  the  golden  light 
of  heaven  seems  as  if  transmitted  through 
a  veil  of  tissue,  and  all  of  animate  and 
inanimate  nature,  expandmg  and  fructify- 
ing beneath  its  fostering  influence,  breathes 
the  most  delicious  languor  and  voluptuous 
repose.  It  was  one  of  those  still,  calm, 
warm  and  genial  days,  which  in  those  regions 
come  under  the  vulgar  designation  of  the 
Indian  summer ;  h  season  that  is  ever  hailed 
Ijy  the  Canadian  with  a  satisfaction  projior- 
tioned  to  the  extreme  sultriness  of  the 
eummor,  and  the  equally  oppressive  rigor 
of  the  winter,  by  which  it  is  immediately 
preceded  and  followed. 

Such  a  day  as  that  wo  have  just  described 

was   the September,    1763,    when  the 

chief  portion  of  the  English  garrison  of 
Detroit  issued  forth  from  the  fortifications 
in  whigh  they  had  so  long  been  cooped  up, 
and  in  the  presumed  execution  of  a  duty 
undeniably  the  most  trying  and  painful 
that  ever  foil  to  the  lot  of  soldier  to  per- 
form. The  detachment  wended  its  slow 
and  solemn  course,  with  a  mournful  pagean- 
try of  preparation  that  gave  fearful  earnest 
of  the  tragedy  expected  to  1)0  enacted. 

In  front,  and  dragged  by  the  hands  of  the 
gimners,  moved  two  of  the  three  three- 
pounders,  that  had  been  ordered  for  the 
duty.  Behind  these  came  Captain  Bles- 
sington's  company,  and  in  their  rear,  the 
prisoner  Ilalloway,  divested  of  his  uniform 
and  clad  in  a  white  cotton  jacket,  and  a  cap 


of  the  same  material.  Six  rank  and  filo 
of  the  grenadiers  followed,  under  the  com- 
mand of  a  corporal,  and  behind  these  again, 
camo  eight  men  of  the  same  company; 
four  of  whom  bore  on  their  shoulders  a 
coffin,  covered  with  a  coarse  black  pall  that 
had  perhaps  already  assisted  at  lifty  inter- 
ments ;  while  the  other  four  carried,  in  ad- 
dition to  their  own,  tho  muskets  of  their 
burdened  comrades.  After  those,  marched 
a  solitary  drummer-boy ;  whose  tall  bear- 
skin cap  attested  him  to  bo  of  the  grena- 
diers also,  while  tho  mulHed  instrument 
marked  the  duty  for  which  ho  had  been 
selected.  Like  his  comrades,  none  of  whom 
exhibited  their  scarlet  uniforms,  he  wore 
tho  collar  of  his  great  coat  closely  button- 
ed beneath  liis  chin,  which  was  only  partial- 
ly visible  above  tho  stiff  leathern  stock 
that  encircled  his  neck.  Although  his  fea- 
tures ivere  half  buried  in  his  huge  cap  and 
high  collar  of  his  coat,  there  was  an  air  of 
delicacy  about  his  person  that  seemed  to 
render  him  unsuited  to  such  an  office ;  and 
more  than  onco  was  Captain  Erskino,  who 
followed  immediately  behind  him  at  tho 
head  of  his  company,  compelled  to  call 
sharply  to  the  m'chin,  threatening  him  with 
a  week's  drill  unless  ho  mended  his  fceblo 
and  unequal  paco,  and  kept  from  under  tho 
feet  of  his  men.  Tho  remaining  gun 
brought  up  tho  rear  of  tho  detachment, 
who  marched  with  fixed  bayonets  and  two 
balls  in  each  musket ;  the  whole  presenting 
a  front  of  sections,  that  completely  tilled 
up  the  road  along  which  they  passed.  Col- 
onel do  Ilaldimar,  CaptamWcntworth,  and 
the  Adjutant  Lawson  followed  in  the  ex- 
treme rear. 

An  event  so  singulttr  as  that  of  the  appear- 
ance of  tho  Enghsh  without  their  fort, 
beset  as  they  were  by  a  host  of  fierce  and 
dangerous  enemies,  was  not  likely  to  pass 
unnoticed  by  a  single  individual  in  tho 
little  village  of  Detroit.  Wo  havo  already 
observed,  that  most  of  the  colonist  settlers 
had  been  cruelly  massacred  at  the  very 
onsetof  hostilities.  Not  so,  however,  witli 
tlio  Canadians,  who,  from  their  anterior 
relations  with  the  natives,  and  the  mutual 
and  tacit  good  understanding  that  sub- 
sisted between  both  parties,  were  suflered 
to  continue  in  quiet  and  unmolested  posses- 
sion of  their  homos,  where  they  preserved 
an  avowed  neutrality,  never  othcrwiso  in- 
fringed than  by  tho  assistance  secretly  and 
occasionally  rendered  to  tho  EngUsh  troops, 
whose  gold  they  were  glad  to  receive  in  ex- 
change for  tho  necessaries  of  life. 

Every  dwelling  of  the  infant  town  had 
commenced  giving  up  its  tenants,  from  tno 
moment  when  tho  head  of  tho  detachment 
Wiis  seen  traversing  tho  drawbridge ;  so  that 
by  tho  time  it  reached  the  highway,  and 
took  its  direction  to  tho  left,  the  whole 
population  of  Detroit  were  already  assem- 
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"bled  in  groups,  and  giving  expression  to 
their  several  conjectures,  with  a  vivacity 
of  language  and  energy  of  gesticulation  that 
would  not  have  disgraced  the  parent  laud 
itself.  As  the  troops  drew  nearer,  how- 
over,  they  all  sank  at  once  into  a  silence,  as 
much  the  result  of  certain  unacknowled- 
ged and  undefined  fears,  as  of  the  respect 
the  English  had  ever  been  accustomed  to 
exact. 

At  the  further  extremity  of  the  town, 
and  at  a  bend  in  the  road,  which  branched 
off  more  immediately  towai-ds  ihe  river, 
stood  a  public  house,  whoso  creaking  sign 
boro  three  ill  executed  fleur-de-lis,  apolo- 
getic emblems  of  the  arms  of  France.  The 
building  itself  was  little  more  than  a  rudo 
log  hut,  along  the  front  of  which  run  a 
plank,  supported  by  two  stumps  of  trees, 
and  serving  as  a  temporary  accommodation 
both  for  the  traveller  and  the  inmate.  On 
this  bench  tliree  persons,  apparently  at- 
tracted by  the  beauty  of  the  cay  and  the 
mildness  of  the  autumnal  sun,  were  now 
seated,  two  of  whom  wore  leisurely  pufBng 
their  pipes,  while  the  third,  a  female,  was 
employed  in  carding  wool,  a  quantity  of 
which  lay  in  a  basket  at  her  feet,  while  she 
warbled,  in  a  low  tone,  one  of  the  simple 
airs  of  her  native  iuud.  The  elder  of  the 
two  men,  whoso  ago  might  bo  about  fifty, 
ofFored  notliing  remarkable  in  his  appear- 
ance ;  ho  was  dressed  in  a  coat  made  of  the 
common  white  blanket,  while  his  hair,  cut 
squiu-e  upon  the  forehead,  and  tied  into  a 
club  of  nearly  a  foot  long,  fell  into  the 
cape  or  hoed  attached  to  it. 

ilis  companion  was  habited  in  a  still 
more  extraordinary  manner.  Ilis  lower 
limbs  wero  cased,  up  to  the  mid-thigh,  in 
1  ^"tixern  leggings,  the  scam  of  which  was 
m  ihe  outside,  leaving  a  margin,  or  border, 
^  f  '.bout  an  inch  wide,  which  had  been  slit 
into  innumerable  small  fringes,  giving  them 
an  air  of  eleganco  and  lightness :  a  garter 
of  leather^  curiously  wrought,  with  the 
stained  qiulls  of  tho  porcupine,  encircled 
each  leg,  immediately  t  nde*-  the  knee, 
■•.vhere  it  was  tied  in  a  bow,  ...en  suffer- 

ed to  hang  pendant  half  way  down  tho 
limb;  to  the  fringes  of  the  Ijggiugs,  more- 
over, wero  attached  numerously  dork  co- 
lored homy  substances,  en.itting,  as  they 
rattled  against  eaoii  «^ther,  at  the  slightest 
movement  of  the»vear-cr,  a  tinkling  sound, 
resembling  that  p'i..l"jce>4  oy  a  number  of 
small  tliin  H.tr.iatc  brcSibdls;  these  were 
tho  tf"-,ier  boots  of  t\r'.  wild  deer,  dried, 
S3ra;>ed,  and  othoi  wise  prepared  for  this 
omt  mt:>>ti'l  p'.rpose. 

The  fot\>  uid  face  of  this  individual  were 
in  ptrfec  '''•^ering  v'th  tho  Btyle  of  his 
costuar  u  id  :uo  .uaraotor  of  his  equip- 
ment. His  stature  was  beyond  th^it  of 
tho  ordinary  raOL»  of  men,  anf'  his  athletic 
and  muscular  limbs  united  Dm  extremes  of 


strength  and  activity.  Ilis  features,  mark- 
ed antl  prominent,  wore  a  cast  of  liabitual 
thought,  strangely  tinctured  with  ferocity ; 
and  the  expression  of  liis  otherwise  not 
unhandsome  countenance  was  repellant 
and  disdainful.  At  tho  first  glanco  he 
might  have  been  taken  for  one  of  tho  swar- 
thy natives  of  the  soil ;  but  though  time 
and  constant  exposure  to  scorching  suns 
had  given  to  his  complexion  a  dusky  hue, 
still  there  was  wanting  the  quick,  black, 
penetrating  eye;  tho  high  cheek  bonej  the 
straight,  coarse,  shining  black  hair;  tho 
small  bony  hand  and  foot ;  and  the  placidly 
proud  and  serious  air,  by  which  the  former 
is  distinguished.  Ilis  own  eye  was  of  a 
deep  bluish  grey ;  his  hair  short,  dark  and 
\Htivy;  his  hands  large  and  muscular;  and 
so  far  from  cxhibitmg  any  of  tho  self-com- 
mand of  tho  Indian,  tho  constant  play  of 
his  features  betrayed  each  passing  thought 
with  the  .same  rapidity  with  which  it  was 
conceived.  But  if  any  doubt  could  have 
existed  in  the  mind  of  him  who  beheld  this 
strangely  accoutred  figure,  it  would  have 
been  instantly  dispelled  by  a  glance  at  his 
limbs.  From  his  leggmgs  to  tho  hip,  that 
portion  of  the  lower  limb  was  completely 
bare,  and  disclosed,  at  each  movement  of 
the  garment  that  was  suffered  to  full  loosely 
over  it,  not  tlie  swarthy  and  copper-colored 
flesh  of  the  Indian,  but  the  pale  though 
sunburnt  skin  of  one  of  a  more  temperate 
clime.     Ilis  ago  might  be  about  forty-five. 

At  the  moment  when  theEnglishdetach- 
ment  approached  tho  bend  in  tho  road, 
these  two  individuals  were  conversing  ear- 
nestly together,  pausing  only  to  puff  at  in- 
tervals thick  and  wreathing  volumes  of 
smoko  from  their  pipes,  which  were  filled 
with  a  mixture  of  tobacco  and  odoriferous 
herbs.  Presently,  however,  sounds  that  ap- 
peared familiar  to  his  ear  arrested  the  atten- 
tion of  tho  wildly  accoutred  being  we  have 
last  described.  It  was  the  heavy  roll  of  the 
artillery  carriages  ah-eady  advancing  along 
the  road,  and  somewhat  in  tho  rear  of  the 
hut.  To  dash  his  pipe  to  thegrotmd,  seize 
and  cock  and  raise  liis  rifle  to  his  shoulder, 
was  but  tho  work  of  a  moment.  Startled 
by  the  suddenness  of  tho  action,  his  male 
companion  m<.n'ed  a  few  paces  also  from 
his  seat  to  discover  tho  cause  of  this  singu- 
lar movement.  The  female,  on  the  contra- 
ry, stirred  not,  but  ceasing  for  a  moment 
tiie  occupation  in  wliich  she  had  been  en- 
gaged, fixed  her  dark  and  brilhant  eyes 
upon  tho  tall  fjrmoftho  rifleman,  whose 
athletic  limbs,  thrown  into  powerful  relief 
by  the  distention  of  each  norvo  and  muscle, 
api>eared  to  engross  her  whole  admiration 
and  interest,  without  any  reference  to  tho 
cause  that  had  produced  this  abrupt  and 
hostile  change  in  his  movements.  It  was 
evident  that,  unlike  the  other  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  this  group  had  been  taken  by  sur- 
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prise,  and  were  utterly  unprepared  to  ex- 
pect anything  in  the  shape  of  interruption. 

For  upwards  of  a  minute,  during  which 
the  marcla  of  the  men  became  audible  even 
to  ihe  ears  of  the  female,  the  fotmidable 
warrior,  for  such  his  garb  denoted  him  to  be, 
continued  motionlessin  the  attitude  he  had 
at  first  assvuned.  No  sooner,  however,  haxl 
the  head  of  the  advancing  column  come 
within  sight,  than  the  aim  was  taken,  the 
'rigger  pulled,  and  the  small  and  ragged 
bullet  sped  hissing  from  the  grooved  and 
deUcate  barrel.  A  triumphant  cry  was  next 
pealed  from  the  lips  of  the  warrior, — a  cry 
produced  by  the  quickly  repeated  appli- 
cation and  removal  of  one  hand  to  and  from 
the  mouth,  while  the  other  suffered  the 
butt-end  of  the  now  harmless  weapon  to 
fall  loosely  upon  the  earth.  He  then  slowly 
and  deliberately  withdrew  within  the  cover 
of  the  hut. 

This  daring  action,  which  had  been  viewed 
by  the  leading  troops  with  astonishment 
not  unmingled  with  alarm,  occasioned  a 
temporary  confusion  in  the  ranks,  for  all 
believed  they  had  fallen  into  an  ambuscade 
of  the  Indians.  A  halt  was  instantly  com- 
mand e<l  by  Captain  Blessington,  in  order  to 
give  time  to  the  governor  to  come  up  from 
the  rear,  while  he  proceeded  with  one  of  the 
leading  sections  to  reconoitre  the  front  of 
the  hut.  To  his  surprise,  however,  ho  found 
neither  enemy,  nor  evidence  that  an  enemy 
had  been  there.  The  only  individuals  vis- 
ible were  the  Canadian,  and  the  dark-eyed 
female.  Both  were  seated  on  the  bench ; — 
the  one  smoking  his  pipe  with  a  well  assum- 
ed appearance  of  unconcern — the  other 
carding  her  wool,  but  witha  hand  that  by  a 
close  observer  inigbt  be  seen  to  tremble  in 
its  oflBce,  and  a  cheek  that  was  paler  than  at 
the  moment  when  wo  first  jilaced  her  before 
the  imagination  of  th-j  reader.  Both,  jhovr- 
ever,  started  with  unatFected  surprise  on 
seeing  Capwin  Blessington  and  his  little 
force  turn  the  corner  of  tiie  house  from  the 
main  road;  and  certainlooksof  recognition 
passed  between  all  parties,  that  proved 
them  to  be  no  strangers  to  each  other. 

"Ah,  monsieur,"  said  the  Canadi  m,  in  a 
mingled  dialect,  neither  French  nor  English, 
while  he  attempted  an  ease  and  freeci'om  of 
manner  that  Avas  too  miserably  affected  to 
pass  current  with  the  mild  but  observant 
officer  whom  he  addressed,  '"howmuch  sur- 
prise I  am,  and  ghul  to  see  you.  It  is  a  long 
time  since  you  came  out  of  de  fort.  I  hope 
de  governeur  and  do  officer  bi^  all  very 
well.  I  was  tinking  to  go  to-day  to  see  if 
you  want  any  ting.  I  have  got  some  nice 
rum  of  the  Jamaique  for  Capitain  Erskine. 
Will  you  please  to  try  some?"  While 
speaking,  the  voluble  host  of  the  Fleur  <ie 
Ijs  had  risen  from  his  seat,  laid  aside  his 
pipe,  and  now  etoud  with  his  hands  thrust 
into  the  pockets  of  his  blanket  coat. 


"  It  is  indeed  a  long  time  since  we  have 
been  here.  Master  Francois,"  somewhat 
sarcastically  and  drily  replied  Captain  Bles- 
sington ;  '*  and  you  have  not  visited  us  quite 
so  often  latterly  yourself,  though  well  aware 
we  were  in  want  of  fresh  provisions.  I  give 
you  all  due  credit,  however,  for  your  inten- 
tion of  coming  to-day,  but  you  see  we  have 
anticipated  you.  Still  tliis  is  not  the  point. 
Where  is  the  Indian  who  fired  atusjustnow? 
and  how  is  it  we  find  you  leagued  with  our 
enemies?" 

'•  What,  :  .-,  is  it  you  say  ?'  asked  the  Ca- 
nadian, holding  up  liis  hands  with  feigned 
astonishment.  "  Me  league  myself  with  the 
savage.  Upon  my  honor  I  did  not  see  no- 
body fire,  or  I  should  tell  you.  I  love  the 
English  too  well  to  do  dem  harms." 

"Come,  come,  Fnmcois,  no  nonsense.  If 
I  cannot  make  you  confess,  there  is  one  not 
far  from  me  who  will.  You  know  Colonel 
de  Ilaldim  :■  too  well  to  imagine  he  will  be 
trifled  w" til  m  this  manner  :  if  he  detects 
you  in  a  fal^,•ilood,  he  will  certainly  cause 
you  to  be  hau  -ed  up  at  the  first  tree.  Take 
my  advice,  therefore,  and  say  where  you 
have  secreted  this  Indian ;  and  recollect, 
if  we  fall  into  an  ambuscade,  your  life  will 
be  forfeited  at  the  firstshot  we  hear  fired." 

At  this  moment  the  g6vernor,  followed 
by  his  adjutant,  came  rapidly  up  to  the  spot. 
Captain  Blessington  communicated  the  ill 
success  of  his  queries,  when  the  former  cast 
on  the  terrified  Canadian  one  of  those  severe 
and  searching  looks  which  he  so  well  knew 
how  to  assume. 

"Where  is  the  rascal  who  fired  at  us,  sir- 
i-ah?  tell  mo  instantly,  or  you  hove  "ot  five 
minutes  to  live." 

The  heart  of  mine  host  <  t  >  i  71eur  do 
Lis  quailed  within  him  at  ttiis  .iniidablo 
threat;  and  the  usu-'ly  ruduy  hue  of  his 
countenance  had  u.  >\\  given  place  to  an 
ashy  paleness.  StiJi  as  he  pu<i<^'vely  denied 
all  knowledge  of  the  matter  ouwl^'ch  he 
was  questioned,  he  appeared  to  foe]  hi^  safe- 
ty lay- in  adhering  to  his  original  statement. 
Again,  therefore,  he  assured  the  governor, 
on  his  honor  (laying  his  hand  upon  Ids  heart 
as  he  spoke,)  that  what  he  had  already 
stated  was  the  fact. 

"  Your  honor — you  pitiful  trading  scoun- 
drel— how  dare  you  talk  to  me  of  your 
honor  ?  Come,  sir,  confess  at  once  where 
yon.  have  secreted  Uiis  fellow  or  prepare  to 
die." 

"  If  I  may  be  so  Jiold,  your  honor,"  said 
one  of  Captain  Blessin,;^,toa  s  men,  "the 
Frenchman  lies.  When  the  Ingian  fired 
among  us,  this  fellow  was  peeping  under 
his  shoulder  and  watching  us  also.  If  I  had 
not  seen  him  too  often  at  the  fort  to  be  mis- 
taken in  his  person,  I  should  have  known 
him,  at  all  events,  by  his  blanket  coat  and 
red  handkerchief." 

This  blunt  statement  of  the  soldier,  con- 
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sir- 


firmed  as  it  was  the  instant  afterwards  by 
one  of  his  comrades,  was  danuiing  proof 
against  theCanadian,  even  if  the  fact  of  the 
ritie  being  discharged  from  the  front  of  the 
liut  had  not  ali*ady  eatistied  all  parties  of 
the  falsehood  of  his  assertion. 

"Comefonvard,  a  couple  of  files,  and 
peize  this  ^nllain,"  resumed  the  governor  with 
his  wonted  sternness  of  manner.  ''Mr. 
Lawson,  see  if  his  hut  does  notafford  a  rope 
strong  enough  to  hang  the  traitor  to  one  of 
his  own  apple  trees." 

Both  parties  proceeded  at  the  same  mo- 
ment to  executo  the  two  distinct  orders  of 
their  chief.  The  Canadian  was  now  firmly 
i-^ecured  in  the  grasp  of  the  two  men  who 
had  given  evidence  against  him,  when,  see- 
ing all  the  horrors  of  the  dreadful  fate  that 
awaited  him,  ho  confessed  the  individual 
who  had  fired  had  been  sitting  with  him 
tho  instant  previously,  but  that  he  knew 
no  more  of  him  than  of  any  other  savage 
occasionaUy  calling  at  the  Fleur  do  Lis. 
lie  added,  that  on  discharging  the  rifle  ho 
liad  bounded  across  tho  palings  of  tho  or- 
chard, and  fled  in  the  direction  of  tho  forest. 
llo  denied  all  knowledge  or  belief  of  an 
enemy"  waiting  in  ambush  j  stating,  more- 
over, even  tho  individual  m  question  had 
not  been  aware  of  the  sortie  of  the  detach- 
ment until  apprised  of  their  near  approach 
by  tho  heavy  Bound  of  the  gun  carriages. 

"Hero  are  undeniable  proofs  of  tho  man' s 
villainy,  sir,"  said  tho  adjutant,  returning 
from  tho  hut  and  exhibiting  objects  of  new 
and  fearful  interest  to  tho  governor.  "This 
liat  and  rope  I  found  necreted  in  ono  of  tho 
bed-rooms  of  tho  auberge.  Tho  first  i4  evi- 
dently Donellan's;  and  from  tho  hook  at- 
tached to  the  latter,  lapprehend  ittobe  the 
.same  stated  to  have  been  used  by  Captain 
de  Haldimar  in  crossing  thocUtch." 

Tho  governw  took  tho  hat  and  rope  from 
the  hands  of  his  surbordinato,  examined 
ihem  attentively,  and  after  a  few  moments 
of  deep  musing,  during  which  his  coun- 
tenance underwent  several  rapid  though 
scarcelyperceptiblochanges,  turned  sudden- 
ly and  eagerly  to  the  soldier  wlio  had  first 
convicted  the  Canadian  in  his  falsehood,  and 
ilemanded  if  ho  had  seen  enough  of  the 
man  who  had  fired  to  be  able  to  give  even 
a  general  description  of  his  person. 

"Wliy  yes,  yotir honor,  I  tliink  lean;  for 
the  fellow  stood  longenougli  after  firing  his 
piece,  for  a  painter  to  have  taken  him  olF 
from  head  to  foot.  Ho  was  a  taller  and 
larger  man  by  far  than  our  biggest  grena- 
dier, and  that  is  poor  Han-y  Donellan,  as 
your  honor  knows.  But  as  for  his  dross, 
though  I  could  see  it  all,  I  scarcely  can  tell 
liow  to  describe  it.  All  I  know  is,  ho  was 
covered  with  smoked  deer  skin,  in  some 
such  fashion  as  t'lo  great  chief  Ponteac, 
only,  instead  of  h  »,,ing  his  head  bare  and 
slutved,  he  wore  :     'range  outlandish  sort 


of  a  hat,  covered  over  with  wild  birds'  fea- 
thers in  front." 

"Enough,"  interrupted  the  governor, 
motioning  the  man  to  silence ;  then,  in  an 
under  tone  to  himself, — "by  heaven,  the 
very  same."  A  shade  of  disappointment 
and  suppressed  alarm  passed  rapidly  across 
his  brow  J  it  was  but  momentary.  "Cap- 
tain Blessiugton,"  he  ordered  quicldy  and 
impatiently,  "search  tho  hut  and  grounds 
for  this  Im-king  Indian,  who  is,  no  doubt,  se- 
creted in  the  neighborhood.  Quick,  quick, 
sir;  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost."  Then  in 
an  intimidating  tone  to  the  Canadian,  who 
had  already  dropped  on  his  knees,  suppli- 
cating mercy,  and  vociferating  his  innocence 
in  tho  same  breath, — "So,  you  infernal 
scoundrel,  tlxis  is  tho  manner  in  which  you 
have  repaid  our  confidence.  AVliero  is  my 
son,  sir?  Or  have  you  already  murdered 
liira,  as  you  chd  his  servant?  "Tell  mo,  you 
villain,  what  have  you  to  say  to  those  proofs 
of  your  treachery  ?  But  stay,  I  shall  take 
another  and  fitter  opportunity  to  question 
you.  Mr.  Lawson,  secure  this  traitor  pro- 
perly, and  let  him  be  conveyed  to  the  centre 
of  tho  detachment." 

This  mandate  was  promptly  obeyed ;  and 
in  despite  of  his  own  unceasing  prayers  and 
protestations  of  innocence,  and  tho  teo,rsand 
entreaties  of  his  dark  eyed  daughter,  Ba- 
bette,  who  had  thi-own  herself  on  her  knees 
at  his  side,  the  stout  arms  of  miuo  host  of 
the  Fleiu"  de  Lis  wero  soon  firmly  secured 
behind  his  back  with  tho  strong  rope  that 
had  been  found,  under  such  suspicions  cir- 
cuiustar  ces,  in  his  possession.  Before  ho 
was  marched  off",  however,  two  of  the  men 
who  had  been  sent  in  pursuit,  retui'nedfrom 
the  orchard,  stating  that  further  search 
was  now  fruitless.  Tliey  had  penetrated 
through  a  small  tliicket  at  the  extremity  of 
the  ground  and  had  distinctly  seen  a  man 
answering  the  description  given  by  their 
comrades,  in  full  flight  towards  tho  forest 
skirting  tho  heights  in  front. 

The  governor  was  evidently  far  from  being 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  c,  search  too  late 
instituted  to  leave  oven  a  prospect  of  suc- 
cess. "  Where  are  tho  Indians  principally 
encamped,  sirrah?''  lie  sternly  demanded 
of  his  caiitive ;  "  answer  me  truly,  or  I  will 
carry  oflf  this  wench  as  well,  and  if  a  single 
hair  of  a  man  of  mine  be  even  singed  by  a 
shot  from  a  skulking  enemy,  you  may  ex- 
pect to  see  her  bayoneted  before  your  eyes." 

"Ah,  my  God!  Monsieur leGouvemeur," 
exclaimed  the  affrighted  aubergiste,  "as! 
am  .an  honest  man,  I  shall  tell  the  truth, 
but  spare  my  child.  Thev  are  all  in  de  for- 
est, and  half  a  mile  from  de  little  river  dat 
runs  between  dis  and  the  Pork  Island." 

"Ilog  Island,  I  suppose  you  mean." 

' '  Yessir,  de  llog  Island  is  de  one  I  means. ' ' 

"Conduct  him  to  tho  centre,  and  let  him 
be  confronted  with  the  pTisoner,"  directed 
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the  goveriior,  addi-essing  his  adjutant  | 
"Captain  Blessington,  your  men  may  ro- 
sumo  their  stations  in  the  ranks.' '  The  or- 
der was  obeyed ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
tears  find  supplications  of  the  now  highly 
excited  Babetto,  who  flung  herself  upon  his 
neck  and  was  only  removed  by  force,  tlio 
terriiied  Canadian  was  borne  off  from  his 
premises  by  the  troops. 


CUAPTEK  IX, 

While  this  scene  was  enacting  in  front  of 
the  Flem-  do  Lis,  one  of  a  for  more  touch- 
ing and  i^ainful  nature  was  jiassing  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  detachment  itself.  At 
tho  moment  whoa  the  halt  was  ordered  by 
Captain  Blessington,  a  rumor  ran  through 
the  ranks  that  they  had  reached  tho  spot 
destined  for  tho  execution  of  their  ill-fated 

■^mrade.  Those  only  in  tho  immediate 
front  were  aware  of  the  true  cause;  but 
although  tho  report  of  tho  riflo  had  been 
distinctly  heard  by  all,  it  had  been  attri- 
buted by  those  in  tlie  rear  to  tho  accidental 
dischargo  of  ono  of  their  own  muskets. 
A  low  niu.  mur,  expressive  of  tho  opinion 
generally  entertained,  passed  gra^lually 
from  rear  to  front,  tmtil  it  at  length  reached 
the  ears  of  tho  delicato  drummer  boy  who 
marched  behind  tho  coffin.  Ilis  face  was 
still  buried  in  tho  collar  of  his  coat ;  and 
wliat  was  left  lancovered  of  his  features  by 
tho  cap,  was  in  some  degree  hidden  by  the 
forward  drooj^ing  of  his  head  upon  liis 
chest.  Hitherto  ho  had  moved  almost 
mechajiically  along,  tottering  and  embar- 
rassing liimself  at  every  step  under  tho 
cumbrous  drum  that  was  suspended  from  a 
belt  aromid  his  neck  over  tho  left  thigh ; 
but  now  there  was  a  certain  indescribable 
drawing  up  of  the  frame,  and  tension  of 
tho  whole  person,  denoting  a  concentra- 
tion of  all  the  moral  and  physical  energies 
— a  Buddcn  workmg  up,  as  it  were,  of  tho 
intellectual  and  corporeal  being  to  somo 
determined  and  momentous  purpose. 

At  tho  iirst  halt  of  the  detachment,  the 
weary  supporters  of  the  coffin  had  deposited 
their  I'udo  and  sombro  burden  upon  the 
earth,  preparatory  to  its  being  resumed  by 
those  appointed  to  relievo  them.  The  dull 
sound  emitted  by  tho  hollow  fabric,  as  it 
touched  tho  groimd,  caught  the  ear  of  him 
for  whom  it  was  destined,  and  ho  turned  to 
gazo  upon  tho  sad  and  lonely  tenement  so 
shortly  to  become  his  final  resting  place. 
There  was  an  air  of  calm  composure  and 
dignified  sorrow  upon  his  brow,  that  "in- 
fused respect  into  the  hearts  of  all  who  bo- 
held  him ;  and  even  tho  men  selected  to 
do  the  duty  of  executioners  sought  to  evade 
liis  glance,  as  his  steadyeyo  wandered  from 
right  to  left  of  the  fatal  rank.  His  atten- 
tion, however,  was  principally  directed  to- 


wards the  coffin,  which  lay  before  him  j  on 
this  ho  gazed  fixedly  for  upwards  of  a 
minute.  lie  then  turned  liis  eyes  in  tho 
direction  of  the  fort,  shuddered,  heaved  a 
profound  sigh,  and  looking  up  to  heaTO«, 
with  tho  apparent  fei-vor  that  became  his 
situation,  seemed  to  pray  for  a  moment  or 
two  inwardly  and  devoutly.  The  thick  and 
almost  suffocating  breathing  of  one  imme- 
diately beyond  the  coffin,  was  now  dis- 
tinctly hoard  by  all.  JIalloway  started 
from  his  attitude  of  devotion,  gazed  eai-- 
nestly  on  the  form  whenoo  it  proceeded, 
and  then  wildly  extending  liis  arms,  stifler- 
ed  a  smilo  of  satisfaction  to  illumine  his 
pale  features.  All  eyes  were  now  turned 
upon  tho  drummer  boy,  who,  evidently 
laboring  under  convulsive  excitement  of 
feeling,  suddenly  dashed  liis  cap  and  instru- 
ment to  tho  earth,  and  flew  as  fast  as  his 
tottering  and  uncertain  steps  would  adnait 
across  the  coffin,  and  into  tho  arms  extend- 
ed to  receive  him. 

"My  Ellen  1  oh,  my  own  devoted,  but 
too  unhappy  Ellen  I' '  passionately  exclaim- 
ed tho  soldier  as  ho  clasped  the  slight  and 
agitated  form  of  his  disguised  wife  to  his 
throbbing  heart.  "This,  this,  indeed,  is 
joy  even  in  deatJi,  I  thought  I  could  have 
died  more  happily  without  you,  but  nature 
tugs  powerfully  at  my  heart ;  and  to  seo 
you  once  more,  to  feel  you  once  more  here.' ' 
(and  ho  pressed  her  wildly  to  his  chest,) 
"  is  indeed  a  bliss  that  robs  my  approaching 
fate  of  half  its  terror." 

"  Oh  Reginald  1  my  dearly  beloved  Kegi- 
nald  1  my  murdered  husband  !''  shrieked 
the  unhapi^y  woman  I  "your  Ellen  will 
not  survive  you.  ller  heart  is  already  bro- 
ken though  sho  cannot  weep  j  but  tho  samo 
grave  shall  contain  us  both.  Reginald,  do 
you  believe  me  ?  I  swear  it  5  the  same  grave 
shall  contain  us  both." 
Exhausted  with  the  fatigue  aud  excitemeni; 
she  had  undergone,  the  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate creature  now  lay,  without  sense  or 
motion,  in  tho  arms  of  her  wretched  hus- 
band. Halloway  bore  her,  unopposed,  a 
pace  or  two  in  advance,  and  deposited  her 
unconscious  form  on  tho  fatal  coffin. 

No  language  of  ours  can  render  justice  to 
the  trying  character  of  the  scene.  All  who 
witnessed  it  were  painfully  aflected,  and 
over  the  bronzed  cheek  of  many  a  veteran 
coursed  a  tear,  which  liko  that  of  Sterne's 
recording  angel  might  have  blotted  out  a 
catalogue  of  sins.  Although  each  was  pre- 
pared to  expect  a  Ksprimand  from  the 
governor,  for  suffering  the  prisoner  to  quit 
his  station  in  tho  raiiksihumanity  and  nature 
pleaded  too  powerfully  in  his  behalf,  and 
neither  officer  nor  man  attempted  to  inter- 
fere, vmless  with  a  view  to  render  assistaiKje. 
Captain  Erskine,  in  particular,  was  deeply 
pained,  and  would  have  given  anything  to 
recall  the  harsh  language  he  haa  useato- 
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wards  the  supposed  idle  and  inattentive 
drummer  boy.  Taking  from  a  pockot  in 
lii3  uniform  a  small  flask  of  brandy,  which 
ho  liad])rovidocl  against  casualtieti,  the  com- 
]iassionating  officer  Blightly  raised  tho  head 
of  tho  pale  and  unconscious  woman  with 
one  hand,  while  with  tlieothcr  ho  introduced 
a  few  drops  between  her  parted  lips,  llal- 
loway  knelt  at  the  opposite  side  of  tho 
coffin ;  one  hand  searciung.  but  in  vain,  tho 
suspended  pulso  of  his  inanimate  wife ;  the 
other,  unbuttoning  the  breast  of  the  drum- 
boy's  jacket,  wliich,  with  every  other  part 
of  tho  equipment,  she  wore  beneath  the 
loose  great  coat  so  eflFectually  accomplish- 
ing her  disguise. 

Such  was  tho  position  of  tho  chief  actors 
in  this  truly  distressing  drama,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  Colonel  do  Ilaklimar  came  up 
with  his  new  prisoner,  to  mark  what  effect 
would  be  produced  on  Ualloway  by  liis  un- 
expected appearance.  His  own  surjirise 
and  disappointment  may  be  easily  conceiv- 
ed, when,  in  tho  form  of  the  recumbent 
being  who  seemed  to  engross  universal  atten- 
tion, ho  I'ecognisod,  by  the  fairand  stream- 
ing hair,  and  half  exposed  bosom,  tho  un- 
fortunate being  whom,  only  two  hours 
IH'eviously,  he  had  spumed  from  his  feet  in 
th'3  costume  of  her  own  sex,  and  reduced, 
by  the  violence  of  her  grief,  to  almost  in- 
fantine debility.  Question  succeeded  ques- 
tion to  thoso  around,  but  without  eliciting 
any  clue  to  tho  means  by  ^vhich  this  mys- 
terious disguise  had  been  etiected.  No  one 
had  been  aware,  until  the  truth  was  so 
singularly  and  suddenly  revealed,  tho  sup- 
posed drummer  was  any  other  than  one  of 
the  lads  attaclied  to  tho  grenadiers  ;  and 
as  for  tho  other  facts,  they  spoke  too  plainly 
to  tho  comprehension  of  the  governor  to 
need  explanation.  (.>nce  more,  however, 
the  detachment  was  called  to  order.  Ual- 
loway struck  his  hand  violently  upon  his 
brow,  kissed  tho  wan  lips  rf  his  still  un- 
conscious wife,  breathing,  as  he  did  so,  a 
lialf  murmured  hope  she  might  indeed  be 
the  corjjse  she  appeared.  lie  then  raised 
himself  from  tho  earth  with  a  light  and 
elastic  yet  firm  movement,  and  resumed 
the  place  he  had  previously  occupied,  where 
to  his  surprise,  he  beheld  a  second  victim 
bound,  and,  apparently,  devoted  to  the 
samo  death.  When  tho  eyes  of  the  two. 
luab'ippy  men  met,  the  governor  closely 
watched  the  expression  of  tho  comiteuanco 
of  each ;  but  although  the  Canadian  started 
on  beholding  the  soldier,  it  might  bo  mere- 
ly because  ho  saw  the  latter  arrayed  in  the 
garb  of  death,  and  followed  by  the  most 
imequ'ivocal  demonstrations  of  a  doom  to 
which  he  himself  was,  in  all  probability, 
devoted.  As  for  Ualloway,  liis  look  betray- 
ed neither  consciousness  nor  recognition ; 
and  though  too  proud  to  express  complaint 
or  to  give  vent  to  the  feelings  of  his  heart, 


his  whole  soul  seemed  to  be  absorbed  in 
the  imhappy  partner  of  his  luckless  des- 
tiny. Presently  ho  saw  her  borne,  and  in 
the  same  stato  of  insensibility,  in  tho  arms 
of  Captain  Erildno  and  Lieutenant  Leslie, 
towards  the  hut  of  his  I'ellow  prisoner,  and 
he  h(!a]'d  tho  iormer  officer  enjoin  tho  weep- 
ing girl,  Babette,  to  whoso  charge  they  deli- 
vered her  over,  to  pay  every  attention  to 
her  her  situation  might  require.  Tho  de- 
tachment then  proceeded. 

The  narrow  but  deep  and  rapid  river 
alluded  to  by  tho  Canadian,  as  running 
midway  between  the  town  and  Uog  Island, 
derived  its  som-ce  far  within  the  forest,  and 
formed  the  bed  of  one  of  those  wild,  dark, 
and  thickly  wooded  ravines  so  common  in 
America.  As  it  nearod  tho  Detroit,  how- 
ever, the  abruptness  of  its  banks  was  so 
considerably  lessened,  as  to  reilder  tho  ap- 
proach to  it  on  the  town  side  over  an  almost 
imperceptible  slope.  Within  a  few  yards 
of  its  mouth,  as  wo  have  already  observed, 
a  rude  but  strong  wooden  bridge,  over 
which  lay  the  high  road,  had  been  con- 
structed by  the  French ;  and  from  the  centre 
of  this,  all  the  circuit  of  intermediate  clear- 
ing, even  to  the  very  sku-t  of  the  forest, 
was  distinctly  commanded  by  the  naked 
eye.  To  the  right,  on  approaching  it  from 
the  town,  lay  the  adjacent  shores  of  Canada, 
washed  by  the  broad  waters  of  tho  Detroit, 
on  which  it  was  thrown  into  strong  relief, 
and  which,  at  the  distance  of  about  a  mile 
in  front,  was  seen  to  diverge  into  two  dis- 
tinct channels,  pursuing  each  a  separate 
course,  mitil  they  again  met  at  tho  western 
extremity  of  Hog  Island.  On  the  left,  and 
in  the  front,  rose  a  succession  of  slightly 
undulating  hills,  which,  at  a  distance  of 
little  more  than  a  half  mile,  terminated  in  an 
elevation  considerably  above  the  immediate 
level  of  the  Detroit  side  of  the  ravine. 
That,  again,  was  crowned  with  thick  and 
overhanging  forest,  taking  its  circtdar  sweep 
around  the  fort.  The  intermediate  grotmd 
was  studded  over  with  rude  stumps  of  trees, 
and  bore  in  various  directions  distinct  proofs 
of  the  spoliation  wrought  among  the  infant 
possessions  of  the  murderedEnglishsettlers. 
The  view  to  the  rear  was  less  open;  the 
town  being  partially  hidden  by  tho  fruit- 
laden  orchards  that  lined  tho  intervening 
high  road,  and  hung  i^rincipally  on  its  left. 
This  was  not  the  case  with  tho  fort.  Be- 
tween these  orchards  and  tho  distant  forest 
lay  a  line  of  ojien  country,  fully  command- 
ed by  its  cannon,  even  to  the  ravino  we 
have  described,  and  in  a  sweep  that  em- 
braced every  thing  from  the  bridge  itself 
to  the  forest,  in  which  all  trace  of  its  source 
was  lost. 

When  the  detacliment  had  arrived  within 
twenty  yards  of  the  bridge,  tlioy  were  made 
to  file  off  to  the  left,  imtil  the  last  gun  had 
come  up.    They  were   then  fronted;  tho 
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rear  section  of  Captain  Erekine's  company 
resting  on  tlie  road,  and  the  left  flank,  co- 
vered by  the  two  first  guns,  pointed  oblique- 
ly, both  in  front  and  rear,  to  guard  against 
surprise,  in  the  event  of  any  of  the  Indians 
stealing  round  to  the  cover  of  the  orchards. 
Tho  route  by  which  they  h;u:l  approacheil 
this  spot  was  upwards  of  two  miles  in  ex- 
tent; but,  as  they  now  filed  off  into  the 
open  ground,  the  leading  sections  observed 
in  a  direct  lino  over  the  cleared  coimtry, 
and  at  tho  distance  of  little  more  than  three 
quarters  of  a  mile,  the  dark  ramparts  of  tho 
fortress  that  contained  their  comrades,  and 
could  even  distinguish  the  uniforms  of  the 
officers  and  men  drawn  up  in  line  along 
the  works,  where  they  were  evidently  assem- 
bled to  witness  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence on  Ilalloway. 

Such  a  sight  as  that  of  the  English  so  far 
from  their  iort,  was  not  likely  to  escape  the 
notice  of  the  Indians.  Their  encampment, 
as  the  Canadian  had  truly  stated,  lay  within 
the  forest,  and  beyond  the  elevated  ground 
already  alluded  to  ;  and  to  have  crossed  the 
ravine,  or  ventured  out  of  reach  of  the  can- 
non of  the  fort,  would  have  been  to  seal 
tho  destruction  of  the  detachment.  But  the 
officer  to  whom  their  security  was  entrusted, 
although  ho  had  his  own  particular  views 
for  venturing  thus  far,  knew  also  at  what 
point  to  stop ;  and  such  was  the  confidence 
of  his  men  in  his  skill  and  prudence,  they 
would  have  fearlessly  followetl  wherever  ho 
might  have  chosen  to  lead.  Still,  even 
amid  all  the  solemnity  of  preparation  atten- 
dant on  the  duty  they  were  out  to  perform, 
there  was  a  natural  and  secret  apprehensive- 
ness  about  each,  that  caused  him  to  cast  his 
eyes  frequently  and  fixedly  on  that  part  of 
the  forest  which  was  known  to  afford  cover 
to  their  merciless  foes.  At  times  they  fan- 
cied they  beheld  the  dark  and  flitting  forms 
of  men  gliding  from  tree  to  tree  along  the 
skirt  of  tho  wood ;  but  when  they  gazed 
again,  nothing  of  the  kind  was  to  be  seen, 
and  the  illusion  was  at  once  ascribed  to  the 
heavy  state  of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  ac- 
tion of  their  own  precautionary  instincts. 

Meanwhile  the  solemn  tragedy  of  death 
was  preparing  in  mournful  silence.  On  »the 
centre  of  the  bridge,  and  visible  to  those 
even  within  tho  fort,  was  placed  tho  coffin 
of  Halloway,  and  at  twelve  paces  in  front 
were  drawn  up  the  six  rank  and  file  on 
whom  had  devolved,  by  lot,  the  cruel  duty 
of  the  day.  With  calm  and  fearless  eye  the 
prisoner  surveyed  the  preparations  for  his 
approacliing  end ;  and  whatever  might  be 
the  inward  workings  of  his  mind,  there  was 
not  among  the  assembled  soldiery  one  in- 
dividual whoso  countenance  betrayed  so  lit- 
tle of  sorrow  and  emotion  as  his  own.  With 
a  firm  step,  when  summoned,  he  moved  to- 
wards tho  fatal  coffin,  dashing  his  cap  to  the 
earth  as  he  advanced,  and  baring  his  chest 


with  the  characteristic  contempt  of  death  of 
tho  soldier.  When  he  had  reached  the 
centre  of  the  bridge  he  turned  facing  his 
comrades,  and  knelt  upon  the  coffin.  Cap- 
tain Blessing,  on,  who,  permitted  by  the  go- 
vernor, had  followed  liim  with  a  sad  heart 
and  heavy  step,  Jiow  drew  a  prayer-book 
from  his  pocket,  and  read  from  it  in  a  low 
voice,  lie  then  closed  the  volume,  listen- 
ed to  something  the  prisoner  earnestly  com- 
municated to  him,  received  a  small  packet 
which  he  drew  from  the  bosom  of  his  shirt, 
shook  him  long  and  cordially  by  tho  hand, 
and  then  hastily  resumed  his  post  at  the 
head  of  the  detachment. 

The  principal  inhabitants  of  the  village, 
led  by  curiosity,  had  followed  at  a  distance 
to  witness  the  execution  of  the  condemned 
soldier ;  and  above  the  heads  of  the  line, 
and  crowning  the  slope,  were  collected 
groups  of  both  sexes  ami  of  all  ages,  that 
gave  a  still  more  imposing  character  to  the 
scene.  Every  eye  was  now  turned  upon  the 
firing  party,  who  only  awaited  the  signal  to 
execute  their  melancholy  office,  when  sud- 
denly, in  the  direction  of  the  forest,  and 
upon  the  extreme  height,  there  burst  the  tre- 
mendous and  deafening  yells  of  more  than 
a  thousand  savages.  For  an  instant  Ilallo- 
way was  forgotten  in  the  instinctive  sense 
of  individual  danger,  and  all  gazed  eagerly 
to  ascertain  the  movements  of  their  enemy. 
Presently  a  man,  naked  to  the  waist,  his 
body  and  face  besmeared  with  streaks  of 
black  and  red  paint,  and  liis  whole  attitude 
expressing  despair  and  horror,  was  seen 
flying  down  the  height  with  a  rapidity  pro- 
portioned to  the  extreme  peril  in  wliich  he 
stood.  At  about  fifty  paces  in  his  rear  fol- 
lowed a  dozen  bounding,  screaming  Indians, 
armed  with  uplifted  tomahawks,  whose  anx- 
iety in  pursuit  lent  them  a  speed  that  even 
surpassed  the  efforts  of  flight  itself.  It  was 
evident  the  object  of  the  pursued  was  to 
reach  the  detachment,  that  of  the  pursuers 
to  prevent  him.  The  struggle  was  main- 
tained for  a  few  moments  with  equaHty,  but 
in  the  end  the  latter  were  triumphant,  and 
at  each  step  the  distance  that  separated 
them  became  less.  At  the  first  alarm,  the 
detachment,  with  the  exception  of  the  firing 
party,  who  still  occupied  their  ground,  had 
been  thrown  into  square,  and,  with  a  gun 
planted  in  each  angle,  awaited  the  attack 
momentarily  expected.  But  although  the 
heights  were  now  alive  with  the  dusky  forms 
of  naked  warriors,  who,  from  tho  skirt  of 
tho  forest,  watched  the  exertions  of  their  fel- 
lows, the  pursuit  of  the  wretched  fugitive 
was  confined  to  these  alone.  Foremo.  t  of 
tho  latter,  and  distinguished  by  his  violent 
exertions  and  fiendish  cries,  was  the  tall  and 
wildly  attired  warrior  of  tho  Fleur  de  Lis, 
At  every  bound  he  gained  upon  his  victim. 
Already  were  they  descending  the  nearest 
of  the  undulating  hills,  and  both  now  be- 
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ciimo  conspicuous  to  all  around ;  but  prin- 
cipally tho  pursuer,  whose  gigantic  frame 
and  extraordinary  speed  riveted  every  eye, 
even  while  tho  interest  of  all  was  excited 
for  tho  wretched  fugitive  alone. 

At  that  moment  llalloway,  who  had  been 
gazing  on  tho  scene  with  an  astonishment 
little  inferior  to  that  of  his  comrades,  sprang 
suddenly  to  his  feet  upon  tho  cofiin,  and 
waving  his  hand  in  the  direction  of  tho 
pursuing  enemy,  shouted  aloud  in  a  voice 
of  mingled  joy  and  triumph, — 

"  Ha !  Almighty  God,  I  thank  thee  I  Here, 
hero  comes  one  who  alone  has  tho  power 
to  snatch  me  from  my  impending  doom." 

"By heaven,  tho  traitor  confesses,  and 
presumes  to  triumph  in  his  guilt,"  exclaim- 
ed the  voice  of  one,  who,  while  closely  at- 
tending to  every  movement  of  the  Indians, 
was  ako  vigilantly  watching  the  effect  like- 
ly to  be  produced  on  the  prisoner  by  this 
unexpected  interruption.  "Corporal,  do 
your  duty." 

"Stay,  stay— one  moment  stay !"  implor- 
ed llalloway  with  uplifted  hands. 

"Dcr*your  duty,  sir,"  fiercely  repeated 
the  governor. 

"Oh  stop — for  God's  sake,  stop!  Ano- 
ther moment  and  he  will  be  here,  and 
I " 

He  said  no  more — a  dozen  bullets  pene- 
trated his  body — one  passed  directly 
through  his  heart.  He  leaped  several  feet 
in  the  air,  and  then  fell  heavily,  a  lifeless 
bleeding  corpse,  across  tho  coffin. 

Meanwhile  the  pursuit  of  the  fugitive  was 
continued,  but  by  the  warrior  of  the  Fleur 
de  Li3  alone.  Aware  of  their  inefficiency 
to  keep  pace  with  this  singular  being,  his 
companions  had  relinquished  the  chase, 
and  bow  stood  resting  on  the  brow  of  the 
hill  whoro  the  wretched  Halloway  had  fu-st 
recognised  his  supposed  deliverer,  watching 
eagerly,  though  within  musket  shot  of  the 
detachment,  the  result  of  a  race  on  which 
so  much  apparently  depended.  Neither 
party,  however,  attempted  to  interfere  with 
the  other,  for  all  eyes  were  now  turned  on 
the  flying  man  and  his  pui'suer  with  an  in- 
terest that  denoted  the  extraordinary  eflbrts 
of  the  one  to  evade  and  the  other  to  attain 
the  accomplishment  of  his  object.  The  im- 
mediate course  taken  was  in  a  direct  line 
for  the  ravine,  which  it  evidently  was  the 
object  of  tho  fugitive  to  clear  at  its  nearest 
point.  Aheady  had  he  approached  within 
a  few  paces  of  its  brink,  and  every  eye  was 
fastened  on  the  point  where  it  was  expected 
the  doubtful  leap  would  be  taken,  wheii 
suddenly,  as  if  despairing  to  accomplish  it 
at  a  bound,  he  turned  to  the  left,  and  wind- 
•  ing  along  its  bank,  renewed  his  efforts  in  the 
direction  of  the  bridge.  This  movement 
occasioned  a  change  in  the  position  of  the 
parties,  which  was  favorable  to  the  pursu- 
ed.   Hitherto  they  had  been  so  immediate- 


ly Qn  a  line  with  each  othei',  it  wasimpossiblo 
for  tho  detachment  to  bring  a  musket  to 
bear  upon  tho  warrior,  without  endanger- 
ing him  whoso  life  they  were  anxious  to 
preserve.  For  a  moment  or  two  his  body 
was  fairly  exposed,  and  a  dozen  muskets 
wore  diHc^harged  at  intervals  from  the  square, 
but  all  without  success.  Recovering  his 
lost  ground,  he  soon  brought  the  pui-sued 
agam  in  a  lino  between  himself  and  tho  de- 
tachment, edging  rapidly  nearer  to  hun  as 
ho  advanced,  and  uttering  terrific  yells,  that 
were  echoed  back  from  his  companions  on 
the  brow  of  tho  hill.  It  was  evident,  how- 
ever, his  object  was  the  re-capture,  not  the 
destruction  of  tho  llyin  g  man,  for  more  than 
onoo  did  ho  brandish  his  menacing  toma- 
hawk in  rapid  sweeps  around  his  head,  as  if 
preparing  to  dart  it,  and  as  often  did  hi 
check  the  movement.  The  scene  at  each 
succeeding  moment  became  more  critical 
and  intensely  interesting.  The  strengtliof 
the  pursued  was  now  nearly  exhausted, 
while  that  of  his  formidable  enemy  seemed 
to  suffer  no  diminution.  Leap  after  leap  he 
took  with  fearful  superiority,  sideling  as  ho 
advanced.  Already  had  ho  closed  upon  his 
victim,  while  with  a  springi;' :?  effortalargo 
and  bony  hand  was  extended  to  secure  his 
shoulder  in  his  grasp.  The  effort  was  fatal 
to  him ;  for  in  reacliing  too  far  he  lost  his 
balance,  and  fell  heavily  upon  tho  sward. 
A  shout  of  exultation  burst  from  the  Eng- 
lish troops,  and  numerous  voices  now  en- 
couraged the  pursued  to  renew  his  exertions. 
The  advico  was  not  lost;  and  although  only 
a  few  seconds  had  elaaped  between  tho  fall 
and  recovery  of  his  pursuer,  the  wretched 
fugitive  had  already  greatly  increased  tho 
distance  that  separated  them.  A  cry  of  savage 
rage  and  disappointment  burst  from  the  lips 
of  tho  gigantic  warrior ;  and  concentrating 
all  his  remaining  strength  and  speed  into 
one  final  effort,  ho  bounded  and  leapt  liko 
a  deer  in  tho  forest  whence  he  came.  The 
opportunity  for  re-capture,  however,  had 
been  lost  in  his  fall,  for  already  the  pursu- 
ed was  within  a  few  feet  of  the  high  road, 
and  on  the  point  of  turning  the  extremity 
of  the  bridge.  Ono  only  resource  was  now 
left :  the  waiTior  suddenly  checked  himself 
in  his  course,  and  remained  stationary ;  then 
raising  and  dropping  his  glittering  weapon 
several  times  in  a  balancing  position,  he  wait- 
ed mitil  tho  pursued  had  gained  the 
highest  2)oint  of  the  open  bridge.  At  that 
moment  tho  glittering  steel,  aimed  with 
singular  accuracy  and  precision,  flew  whis- 
tling through  the  air,  and  with  such  velocity 
of  movement  as  to  be  almost  invisible  to 
the  eyes  of  those  who  attempted  to  follow 
it  in  its  threatening  course.  All  expected 
to  see  it  enter  into  the  brain  against  which 
it  had  been  dhected ;  but  the  fugitive  had 
marked  the  movement  in  time  to  save  him- 
self by  stooping  low  to  the  earth,  while  the 
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weapon,  passing  over  liim,  entered  with  a 
doatUy  and  crashing  sound  into  the  brain  of 
tho  weltering  corpse.  This  danger  passed, 
ho  sprang  onco  more  to  his  feet,  nor  paus- 
ed again  in  his  flight  until,  lain  t  and  exhaust- 
ed, ho  sank  without  motion  undor  the  very 
bayonets  of  tho  tiring  party. 

A  new  direction  was  now  given  to  tho 
interest  of  tho  assembled  and  distinct 
crowds  that  had  witnessed  thoso  start- 
ling incidents.  Scarcely*  had  the  wretched 
mah  gained  tho  protection  of  tho  soldiery, 
when  a  shriek  divided  tho  air,  so  wild,  so 
piercing,  and  so  unearthly,  that  even  tho 
warrior  of  tho  Fleur  do  Lis  seerncv.  to  lose 
sight  of  his  victim  in  the  harrowuig  interest 
I)roduced  by  that  dreadful  scream.  All 
turned  their  eyes  for  a  moment  in  tho  quar- 
ter whence  it  proceeded :  when  presently 
from  behmd  tho  groups  of  Canadians  crown- 
ing tho  slope,  was  seen  flying  ■with  tho 
rapidity  of  thought,  one  who  resembled 
rather  a  spoctro  than  a  being  of  earth; — it 
was  tho  wifo  of  Hallowny.  JTer  Ion!?  fnii- 
hair  was  wild  and  streaming — her  feet,  and 
arms  wore  naked — and  ono  solitary  and 
scanty  garment  displayed  rather  than  con- 
cealed tho  symmetry  of  her  delicate  person. 
She  flew  to  tho  fatal  bridge,  threw  herself 
on  tho  body  of  her  bleeding  husband,  and 
imprinting  her  warm  kisses  on  his  bloody 
lips,  for  a  moment  or  two  presented  the 
imago  of  ono  whoso  reason  had  fled  for 
ever.  Suddenly  sho  started  from  the  earth ; 
her  face,  her  hands,  and  her  garments  so 
saturated  with  tho  blood  of  her  husband, 
that  a  feeling  *?  horror  crept  throughout 
tho  veins  of  all  who  beheld  her.  Sho  stood 
upon  the  coffin,  and  across  the  corpse — 
raised  her  eyes  and  hands  imploringly  to 
Heaven — and  then,  in  accents  wilder  even 
than  her  words,  uttered  an  imprecation  that 
sounded  like  the  prophetic  warning  of  some 
unholy  spirit. 

"Inhuman  murderer!"  she  exclaimed, 
in  tones  that  almost  paralysed  tho  ears  on 
which  it  fell,  "  if  there  be  a  God  of  justice 
and  of  truth,  ho  will  avenge  this  devilish 
deed.  Yes,  Colonel  do  Haldimar,  a  pro- 
phetic voice  whispers  to  my  soul,  that  even 
as  I  have  seen  perish  before  my  eyes  all 
that  I  loved  on  earth,  mthout  mercy  and 
without  hope,  bo  even  shall  you  witness 
the  destruction  of  your  accursed  race. 
Here — here — here,"  and  she  pointed  down- 
wards, with  singular  energy  of  action,  to 
tho  corpse  of  her  husband,  "here  shall 
their  blood  flow  till  every  vestigo  of  his 
own  is  washed  away,  and  oh,  if  there  be 
spared  one  branch  of  thy  detested  family, 
may  it  be  only  that  they  may  be  reserved 
for  some  death  too  homble  to  be  con- 
ceived 1" 

Overcome  by  the  frantic  energy  with 
which  sho  had  uttered  these  appalling 
words,  sho  sank  backwards,  and  fell,  utter- 


ing another  shriek,  into  the  arms  of  tho 
warrior  of  tho  Fleur  do  Lis,  wlu)  bore  ott' 
his  prizo  in  triumph,  and  fled,  with  nearly 
the  8an:o  expedition  ho  had  pre'  iously 
manife8t>'d,  in  tho  direction  of  tho  forest, 
before  ai^y  ono  could  recover  sufliciently 
from  the  ( ffect  of  the  scene  to  think  even 
of  interfor.ng. 


CHAPTER  X. 

It  was  on  tbe  evening  of  that  dayj  so  fer- 
tile in  melancholy  incident,  to  wluch  tho 
Srevious  pages  have  been  devoted,  that  the 
raw-bridge  of  Detroit  was  for  tho  third 
time  since  tho  investment  of  the  garrison, 
lowered;  not  as  previously,  with  a  disre- 
gard of  tho  intimiition  that  might  bo  given 
to  thoso  without  ly  tho  sullen  and  echoing 
rattloof  its  ponderous  chains,  but  with  a  cau- 
tion attestmg  how  much  secresy  of  purpose 
was  sougM  to  bo  preserved.  There  was,  how- 
ever, no  array  of  armed  men  within  tho  walls, 
that  denoted  an  cxpe  iition  of  a  hostile  char- 
acter. Overcome  with  the  harassing  duties 
of  the  day,  tho  chief  portion  of  tho  troops 
had  retired  to  rest,  and  a  few  groups  of  tho 
guard  alone  were  to  be  seen  walking  up  and 
down  in  front  of  their  post,  apparently 
with  a  view  to  check  the  influence  of  mid- 
night di'owsiness,  but,  in  reality,  to  witness 
the  result  of  certain  preparations  going  on 
by  torchlight  in  the  centre  of  the  ban-ack 
square. 

In  the  midst  of  an  anxious  group  of  offi- 
cers, comprising  nearly  all  of  that  rank 
witliin  tho  fort,  stood  two  individuals,  attir- 
ed in  a  costume  having  nothing  in  common 
with  the  gay  and  martial  habiliments  of  tho 
former.  They  were  tall,  handsome  young 
men,  whoso  native  elegance  of  carriage  was 
but  imperfectly  hidden  under  anequipment 
evidently  adopted  for,  and  otheiwise  fully 
answering,  the  pm'pose  of  disguise.  A  blue 
cotton  sliell  jacket,  closely  fitting  to  the 
person,  browsers  of  the  samo  material,  a 
pair  of  strong  deerskin  moccassint ,  and  a 
colored  handkerchief  tied  loosely  round  the 
collar  of  a  checked  shirt,  the  whole  sur- 
mounted by  a  rough  blanket  coat,  forming 
tho  principal  portion  of  their  garo.  Each, 
moreover,  woro  a  false  queue  of  about  n;no 
inches  in  length,  tho  effect  of  which  wis 
completely  to  change  tho  character  of  tho 
countenance,  and  render  to  tho  features  a 
Canadian-like  expression.  A  red  worsted 
cap,  resembling  a  bonnet  de  nuit,  was  thrown 
carelessly  over  tho  side  of  the  head,  which 
could,  at  any  moment,  when  deeper  dis- 
guise should  be  deemed  necessary,  com- 
mand tho  additional  pi'otection  of  the  rude 
hood  that  fell  back  upon  tho  shoulders 
from  the  collar  of  the  coat  to  which  it  was 
attached.  Into  a  broad  belt,  that  encircled 
the  jacket  of  each,  were  thrust  a  brace  of 
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pistols  and  a  etrong  dagger ;  the  whole  so 
disposed,  however,  as  to  bo  invisiblo  when 
the  outer  garment  was  closed  :  this  again, 
was  confined  by  a  rudo  sash  of  worsted  of 
different  colors,  not  unliko,  in  texture  and 
quality,  what  is  worn  l>y  our  sergeants  at 
the  presen  t  day.  They  were  otherwise  arm- 
ed, however,  and  in  a  less  secret  manner. 
Across  tho  right  shoulder  of  each  was  thrown 
a  belt  of  worsted  also,  to  which  were  attach- 
ed a  rudepowder-horn  and  shot-pouch,  witlx 
a  few  Btragglmg  bullets,  placed  there  as  if 
rather  by  accident  than  design.  Each  hold 
carelessly  in  his  left  liand,  and  with  its  butt 
resting  on  tho  earth,  a  long  gun ;  complet- 
ing an  appearance,  tho  attainment  of  which 
had,  in  all  probability,  been  sedulously 
sought, — that  of  a  Canadian  duck-hunter. 

A  metamorphosis  so  ludicrously  operated 
in  the  usually  elegant  costume  of  two  young 
English  officers, — for  such  they  were, — 
might  have  been  expected  to  afibrd  scope 
to  tho  pleasantry  of  their  companions,  and 
to  call  forth  those  sallies  which  the  intima- 
cy of  friendship  and  the  freemasonry  of  tho 
profession  would  havo  fully  justified.  But 
tho  events  that  had  occurred  in  such  rapid 
succession,  since  tho  preceding  midnight, 
were  still  painfully  impressed  on  the  recol- 
lection of  all,  and  some  there  wore  who  look- 
ed as  if  they  never  would  srailo  again ;  nei- 
ther laugh  nor  jeering,  therefore,  escaped 
the  lips  of  ono  of  tho  surrounding  group. 
Every  countenance  wore  a  cast  of  thought, 
— a  character  of  abstraction,  ill  suited  to 
the  indulgence  of  levi  ty ;  and  tho  littlo  con- 
versation that  passed  between  them  was  in 
a  low  and  serious  tone.  It  was  evident 
some  powerful  and  absorbing  dread  existed 
in  tho  mind  of  each,  inducing  liim  rather  to 
indulge  in  communio'j  withliis  own  thoughts 
and  impressions,  than  to  communicato  them 
to  others.  Even  tho  goirernor  himself  had, 
for  a  moment,  put  off  his  usual  distance,  to 
assumo  an  air  of  unfeigned  concern,  and  it 
might  be,  dejection,  contrasting  strongly 
with  his  habitual  haughtiness.  Hitherto  he 
had  been  walking  to  and  fro,  a  littlo  apart 
from  the  group,  and  with  a  hun-iedness  and 
indecision  of  movement  that  betrayed  to  all 
the  extreme  agitation  of  his  mind.  For 
once,  however,  he  appeared  to  be,  if  not  in- 
sensible to  observation,  indifferent  to  what- 
ever comments  might  be  formed  or  express- 
ed by  those  who  witnessed  his  emotion.  He 
was  at  length  interrupted  by  the  adjutant, 
who  communicated  something  in  a  low  voice. 

"Let  him  be  brought  up,  Mr.  Lawson," 
was  tho  reply.  Then  advancing  into  the 
heart  of  tho  group,  and  addressing  the  two 
adventurers,  ho  inquired,  in  a  tono  that 
startled  from  its  singular  mildness,  "if 
they  were  provided  with  everything  they 
required." 

An  affirmative  reply  was  given,  when  the 
governor,  taking  tho  taJler  of  the  young 


men  aside,  conversed  with  him  earnestly, 
and  in  a  tone  of  affection  strangely  blend- 
ed with  despondency.  Tho  interview,  how- 
ever, was  short,  for  Mr.  Lawson  now  mado 
his  appearance,  conducting  an  individual 
uho  has  already  been  introduced  to  our 
leaders.  It  was  the  Canadian  of  tho  Fleur 
do  Lis.  Tho  adjutant  placed  a  small 
wooden  crucifix  in  the  hands  of  the  gover- 
nor. 

'•  Franci  is,'"  said  the  latter,  impressively, 
"you  know  tho  terms  on  which  I  have 
consented  to  spare  your  life.  Swear,  then, 
by  this  cross,  tliat  you  will  bo  faithful  to 
your  trust;  that  neither  treachery  nor 
evasion  shall  bo  practised ;  and  that  you 
will,  to  tho  utmost  of  your  power,  aid  in 
conveying  these  gentlemen  to  their  desti- 
nation.    Kneel  and  swear  it." 

"  I  do  swear  it!*'  fervently  repeated  the 
aubergiste,  kneeling  and  imprinting  his 
lips  with  becoming  reverence  on  the  sym- 
bcil  of  martyrdom.  "  I  swear  to  do  dat  I 
shall  engage,  and  may  do  bon  Dieu  havo 
mercy  to  my  soul  as  L  shall  fulfil  my  oat." 

"Amen,"  pronounced  tho  governor, 
"  and  may  Heaven  deal  by  you  even  as  you 
deal  by  us.  Bear  in  mind,  moreover,  that 
as  your  treachery  will  bo  punished,  so  also 
shall  your  fidelity  be  rewarded.  But  tho 
night  wears  apace,  and  ye  have  much  to  do." 
Then  turning  to  the  young  officers  who 
were  to  bo  his  companions, — ••God  bless 
you  both ;  may  your  enterprise  bo  success- 
ful!  I  fear,"  offering  his  hand  to  the 
younger,  "Iliave  spoken  harshly  to  you, 
but  at  a  moment  like  the  present  you  will 
no  longer  clierish  a  recollection  of  the  un- 
pleasant past." 

The  only  answer  was  a  cordial  return  of 
his  own  pressure.  The  Canadian  in  his  turn 
now  announced  the  necessity  for  instant 
departure,  when  the  young  men,  following 
liis  example,  threw  their  long  guns  care- 
lessly over  tho  left  shoulder.  Low,  rapid, 
and  fervent  adieux  were  uttored  on  both 
sides  I  and  although  the  hands  of  tho 
separating  parties  met  only  in  a  short  and 
hurried  grasp,  thero  was  an  expression  in 
tho  touch  of  each  that  spoko  to  their 
several  hearts  long  after  the  separation  hatl 
actually  taken  place. 

"  Stay  ono  moment!"  exclaimed  a  voice, 
as  the  littlo  party  now  moved  towards  the 
gate-way;  "yoare^both  galLintly  enough 
provided  without,  but  liave  forgotten  there 
is  something  quite  as  necessary  to  sustain 
the  inward  man.  Duck  shooting,  you  know, 
is  wet  work.  The  last  lips  that  were 
moistened  from  tliis,"  he  proceeded,  as 
tho  younger  of  tho  disguised  men  threw 
tho  strap  of  the  proffered  canteen  over  his 
shoulder,  "were  those  of  poor  Ellen  Hal- 
lo way." 

The  mention  of  that  name,  so  heedlessly 
pronounced  by  the  brave  but  inconsiderate 
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Erskijic,  produced  a  Htwitling  efloct  on  tho 
tailor  of  tlio  departing  officera.  '.lontnifk 
his  brow  violently  witii  his  Imnd,  uttorod  a 
faint  groan,  and  bending  liis  head  upon  his 
chost,  stood  in  an  attitude  cxprosbivo  of 
the  deep  suffering  of  his  mind.  The  gover- 
nor, too,  appeared  agitatetl ;  and  sounds 
like  tliOKO  of  suppressed  sobs  oamo  from 
ono  who  lingered  at  the  side  of  him  who 
hud  accepted  tho  offer  of  the  canteen.  Tlio 
remainder  of  the  officers  preserved  a  deep 
and  inournful  silence. 

"  It  id  limes  dat  wo  should  start,"  again 
observed  tho  Canadian,  "or  wo  shall  bo 
taken  by  do  daylight  before  we  can  clear 
de  river." 

This  intimation  onco  more  aroused  tho 
slunibeiing  energies  of  tho  taller  ofGcer. 
Again  ho  tlrcw  up  his  commanding  ilgure, 
extended  his  hand  to  the  governor  in 
silence,  and  turning  abruptly  round,  has- 
tened to  follow  close  in  tho  footsteps  of 
his  conductor. 

"You  will  not  forget  all  I  have  said  to 
you,"  whispered  tho  voice  of  ono  who  had 
reserved  his  parting  for  tho  last,  and  who 
now  held  tho  hand  of  tho  younger  adven- 
turer closely  claspetl  within  his  own. 
"Think,  oh,  think  how  much  depends  on 
tho  event  of  your  dangerous  enterprise." 

"  When  yon  behoM  mo  again,"  was  the 
reply,  '  it  will  bo  wi  lIi  smiles  on  my  lip  and 
gl:iiV.io:3  in  my  heart ;  for  if  wo  fail,  there 
is  that  which  whispers  I  shall  never  see  you 
more.  But  keep  up  your  spirits  and  hope 
for  tho  best.  Wo  embark  under  cheerless 
auspices,  it  is  true ;  but  let  us  trust  to 
Providence  for  success  in  so  good  a  cause, 
—  God  blo^s  you  I" 

In  tho  next  minute  he  had  joined  his 
companions  ;  who  with  light  and  noiseless 
tread,  \vero  already  pursuing  their  way 
along  tho  military  road  that  led  to  tho 
eastern  extremity  of  tho  to-ni.  Soon  after- 
wards, tho  heavy  chains  of  tiio  drawbridge 
were  heard  grating  on  the  e'lr,  in  despite 
of  the  evident  caution  used  in  restoring  it 
to  its  wonted  position,  and  all  again  was 
still. 

It  had  at  first  been  suggested  their  course 
should  bo  held  in  an  angular  direction 
across  the  cleared  country  alluded  to  in  our 
last  chapter,  in  order  to  avoid  all  chance 
of  recognition  in  tho  town ;  but  as  tliis 
might  have  led  them  into  more  dangerous 
contact  with  some  of  tho  outlying  parties 
of  Indians,  who  were  known  to  prowl 
around  tlio  fort  at  night,  tliis  ])lan  had 
been  abandoned  for  the  more  circuitous 
ami  safe  passage  by  tlio  village.  Through 
this  our  little  party  now  pursued  their 
way,  and  without  encountering  aught  to 
impede  their  progress.  The  simple  man- 
nered inhabitants  had  long  since  retired  to 
rest,  and  neither  light  nor  sound  denoted 
the  existence  of  man  or  beast  within  its 


precincts.  At  length  they  reached  that 
part  of  tho  road  wliich  turned  off  abruptly 
in  the  direction  of  tho  Flour  do  Lis.  Tho 
rude  hut  threw  its  dark  shadows  across 
their  paii,  but  all  was  still  and  deathlike 
as  in  tlio  village  they  hud  just  quitted. 
I'resently,  however,  as  tiu-y  drew  nearer, 
they  beheld,  reflected  from  ono  of  tho  up- 
per windows,  a  faint  light  that  fell  upon 
the  grounti  immediately  met  in  front  of  tho 
auberge  :  and  ut  intervals,  tho  figure  of  a 
human  Loing  approaching  and  receding 
from  it  as  if  in  the  act  of  pacing  tho  apart- 
ment. 

An  instinctive  feeling  of  danger  rose  at 
tho  same  moment  to  the  hearts  of  tho 
young  officers  •,  and  each,  obeying  tho  same 
impulse,  unfastened  ono  of  the  large  horn 
buttons  of  his  blanket  coat,  and  thrust  his 
right  hand  iniO  tho  opening. 

"Francois,  recollect  your  oath,"  hastily 
aspirated  tho  elder  as  ho  grasped  tho  han<l 
of  their  conductor  rather  in  supplication 
than  in  threat ;  "if  their  bo  aught  to  harm 
us  hero,  your  own  life  will  most  assuredly 
pay  tho  forfeit  of  your  faith." 

"  It  is  nothing  but  a  woman,"  calmly  re- 
turned tho  Canadiim;  "it  is  my  Babette 
who  is  sorry  at  my  loss.  But  I  shall  oome 
and  tell  you  directly." 

IIo  then  stole  gently  round  the  corner  of 
tho  hut,  leaving  his  anxious  companions  in 
tho  rear  of  the  littlo  building,  and  com- 
pletely veiled  in  tho  obscurity  produced  by 
tho  mingling  shadows  of  the  hut  itself,  and 
a  few  tall  pear  trees  that  overhung  tho 
paling  of  tho  orchard  at  some  yards  from 
tho  spot  on  which  thoy  stood. 

They  waited  some  minutes  to  hear  tho 
result  of  tho  Canadian's  admittance  into  his 
dwelling;  but  although  each  with  suppress- 
ed breathing  sought  to  catch  thoso  sounds 
of  welcome  with  which  a  daughter  might  bo 
supposed  to  greet  a  parent  so  unexpect- 
edly restored,  they  listened  in  vain.  At 
length,  however,  while  the  cars  of  both  were 
on  the  rack  to  drink  in  tho  tones  of  a  human 
voice,  a  faint  scream  floated  on  the  hushed 
air,  and  all  again  was  still. 

"Goodl"  whispered  the  older  of  the 
ofBcers;  "that scream  issvveetertomyoars 
than  tho  softest  accents  of  a  woman's  love. 
It  is  evident  the  ordinary  tones  of  speech 
cannot  find  their  way  to  us  here  from  tho 
front  of  the  hut.  Tho  faintness  of  yon  cry, 
which  was  unquestionably  that  of  a'  female, 
is  a  convincing  proof  of  it." 

"Ilist!"  urged  his  companion,  in  tho 
same  almost  inaudible  whisper,  "what 
sound  was  that?" 

Both  again  listened  attentively,  when  the 
noise  was  repeated.  It  camo  from  the  or- 
chard, and  resembled  the  sound  produced 
by  the  faint  crash  of  rotten  sticks  and  leaves 
under  the  cautious  but  unavoidably  vending 
tread  of  a  human  foot.     At  intervals  it 
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ceased,  ns  if  tho  person  treading,  alarmed 
ut his ownnoise,  waaajiprohen^ ivo of  beti ay- 
ing  his  approach;  and  thonrecoramoiiccd, 
only  to  bo  checked  in  tho  samo  niitnner. 
Hnally  it  ceased  altogether.  For  upwards 
of  five  minutes  tho  young  men  continued 
to  listen  for  a  renewal  of  tho  sound,  but 
nothing  was  now  audible,  save  the  short 
and  litful  gusts  of  a  rising  wind  among  tho 
trees  of  tho  orchard. 

"  It  must  have  been  some  wild  animal  in 
search  of  its  prey,"  again  whispered  tho 
young  officer;  "had  it  been  a  man,  wo 
should  have  heartl  him  leap  tho  paling 
before  this." 

"By  Ueavcn,  wo  aro  betrayed, — hero  ho 
is,'  quickly  rejoined  tho  other,  in  tho  samo 
low  tone.  "  Keep  close  to  tho  hut,  ami 
stand  behind  me.  If  ni>  dagger  fail,  you 
must  try  your  own.  But  fire  not,  on  your 
life,  unless  there  bo  more  than  two,  for  the 
report  of  a  pistol  will  bo  tho  destruction  of 
ourselves,  and  all  that  aio  dear  to  us." 
Each  with  uplifted  ana  now  stood  ready  to 
t-triko,  even  whilo  his  lieart  throbbed  with 
a  Bcnso  of  dangoi-,  that  had  far  moro  than 
tho  merodread  of  personal  eufi'erin  ^  or  death 
to  stiraulato  to  exertion  in  seit' defence. 
Footsteps  were  now  distinctly  .beard  steal- 
ing round  that  part  of  tAo  hult  \vhich  bor- 
dered on  the  road ;  and  tho  young  men 
turned  from  tho  orchard,  to  which  their  at- 
tention had  previously  laeen  directed,  to- 
wards the  new  quarter  whence  they  were 
intruded  upon. 

It  was  fortunate  this  mode  of  approach 
had  been  selecteil.  That  part  of  the  hut 
which  rested  on  tho  road  was  so  exposed 
as  to  throwtheoutlineofobjects into  strong 
relief,  whereas  inthodirectionof  tho  tliick- 
ly  wooded  orchard  all  was  impeuetrablo 
gloom.  Had  tho  intruder  stolen  unannoun- 
ced upon  tho  alarmed  but  determined  offi- 
cers by  the  latter  route,  tho  dagger  of  tho 
iirst  would  in  all  probability  have  been 
; 'lunged  to  its  hilt  in  his  bosom.  As  it  was, 
each  had  suf^  ier.  t  prep^nco  of  mind  to  dis- 
tinguish, as  it  now  doubled  the  ■  ;  ler  of 
tho  hut,  and  reposed  upon  the  ,i<),  the 
stout,  square-set  figure  of  the  Canadian. 
The  daggers  were  instantly  restored  to  their 
sheaths,  and  each,  for  tho  first  timo  since 
the  departure  of  their  companion,  respired 
freely.  "It  is  quite  well."  whispered  the 
latter  as  ho  approached.  "It  was  my  poor 
Babette,  who  tought  I  was  gone  to  be  kill. 
She  scream  so  loud  as  if  she  had  seen  my 
ghost.  But  we  must  wait  a  few  minute  in 
do  houso  and  you  shall  see  how  glad  my 
girl  is  to  seo  mo  once  again." 

' '  'Why  this  delay,  Francois  ?  why  not  start 
directly?"  urged  tho  taller  officer;  "wo 
shall  never  clear  tho  river  in  time ;  and  if 
tho  dawn  catches  us  in  the  waters  of  the 
Detroit  wo  aro  lost  for  ever." 

"  Butyou  see  I  am  not  quite  prepare  yet," 
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wan  tho  answer.  "  I  have  many  things  to 
get  ready  fi)r  the  cunoe,  whicli  I  have  not 
use  for  a  long  times.  But  you  whall  not 
wait  ten  minute,  if  you  do  not  like.  Dere 
i<  a  good  fire,  and  Babetto  shall  give  you 
some  ting  to  eat  whilo  I  get  it  all  ready." 

The  young  men  hesitated.  The  delay  of 
tho  Canadian,  who  had  so  repeatedly  luged 
the  necessity  for  expedition  while  in  tho  fort, 
had,  to  say  tho  least  of  it,  an  appearance 
of  incongruity.  Ktill  it  waa  evident  if  dis- 
posed to  harm  them  he  had  full  opportunity 
to  do  BO  without  much  risk  of  effectual 
opposition  from  themselves.  Under  all 
circumstances,  therefore,  it  was  advisable 
rather  to  appear  to  confide  implicitly  in  his 
truth,  than,  by  manifesting  suspicion,  to 
pi(iue  his  self  love,  and  neutralise  whatever 
favorable  intentions  ho  might  cherish  in 
their  behalf.  In  this  mode  of  conduct  they 
were  confirmed,  by  a  recollection  of  the 
sa:rednes3  attached  by  the  religion  of  their 
conductor  to  tho  oat h  so  solemnlypledged  on 
tho  symbolof  tho  cross,  and  by  u  conviction 
of  tho  danger  of  observation  to  which  they 
stood  oxjjosed,  if,  as  they  had  apprehended, 
it  was  actually  a  human  footsteji  they  had 
heard  in  tho  orchard.  This  last  recollec- 
tion suggested  a  remark. 

"Wo  heard  a  strango  sound  within  the 
orchard,  while  waiting  hero  for  your  return, " 
said  tho  taller  officer  ;  "it  was  like  the  foot- 
i-tep  of  a  man  treading  cautiously  over 
rotten  leaves  and  branches.  How  do  you 
account  for  it?" 

"  Oh,  it  was  my  pigs"  replied  tho  Cana- 
dian, without  manifesting  the  slightest 
uneasiness  at  the  information.  "  They  run 
about  in  do  orchards  for  de  apples  what 
blows  down  wid  do  wind." 

"  It  could  not  bo  a  pig  we  heard,"  pur- 
sued his  questioner;  "  but  another  thmg, 
Francois,  before  we  consent  to  enter  the 
hut,  — how  will  you  account  to  your  daughter 
for  our  presence  ?  and  what  suspicion  may 
shonot  form  at  seeing  two  armed  strangers 
in  company  with  you  at  this  unseasonable 
hour'r" 

"I  have  tell  her,"  replied  tho  Canadian, 
'  dat  I  have  bring  two  friends,  who  go  wid 
mo  hi  de  canoe  to  shoot  do  ducks  for  two 
tree  days.  You  know,  sir,  I  go  always  in  de 
fall  to  kill  de  ducks  wid  my  friends,  and 
sho  will  not  tink  it  strange." 

"  You  have  managed  well,  my  brave 
follow :  and  now  we  follow  you  in  confidence. 
But  in  tho  name  of  Heaven  usoall  possible 
despatch^  and  if  money  will  lend  a  spur  to 
your  tictiona,  you  shall  have  plenty  of  it 
when  om*  enterprise  has  been  accom- 
plished." 

0 1 '  r  adventurers  followed  their  conductor 
in  tlu)  track  by  which  ho  had  so  recently 
rejoined  them.  As  theytumed  the  corner 
of  tho  hut,  tho  younger,  who  brought  up 
tho  rear,  fancied  he  again  heard  a  sound  in 
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tho  direction  of  the  orchard,  rcsombling 
tl  of onoli^lillyloiipingto  tlio ground.  A 
,  of  wind,  liowcviT,  pimning  raiiidly  ii.t 
tlio  momi'iit  tluough  the  donsn  foliage,  led 
hiin  to  belifvo  it  niiglit  liavo  Immmi  proiUic- 
od  by  tho  snlh-n  fall  of  ono  of  the  heiivy 
fruits  it  liiid  detached  in  its  course.  Unwill- 
ing to  excite  unnoccswuy  HUK|)i(ion  in  his 
companion,  ho  conlincd  tho  (in  unistunco  to 
hid  own  breast,  and  followed  into  tiu*  hut. 

After  asconuinga  flight  ufnbout  a  dozen 
rudo  steps,  they  found  thonisf.'lves  in  a 
small  room,  furnished  withno  other  ceiling 
than  tho  sloping  roof  itself,  and  ligiUcd  by 
an  luiwicdly  iron  lamp,  placed  on  a  heavy 
oak  table,  near  tho  only  window  with  which 
tho  apartment  was  provid(!d.  Tho  latter 
had  sutl'ereil  much  from  tho  inlluenco  of 
tmio  and  tempest;  ami  owing  to  the  ditli- 
culty  of  procuiing  glass  in  sn  renioto  a 
region,  had  been  [latched  withslips  of  paper 
in  various  parts.  Tho  two  corner  and  lower 
panes  of  tho  bottom  'sash  were  out  alto- 
gether, and  pint!  shingles,  such  as  are  used 
even  at  tho  present  day  for  covering  tiio 
roofs  of  dwelling  houses,  had  be(>u  lilted 
into  tho  squares,  excluding  air  and  light  at 
tho  eamo  time.  Tho  centre  pane  of  this 
tier  was.  howc^ver,  clear  and  freo  from  ilaw 
of  every  descri2)tion.  Opposite  to  the  win- 
dow blazed  a  cheerful  wood  lire,  recently 
supplied  with  fuel ;  and  at  ono  of  tho 
inner  corners  of  tla;  room  was  placed  a 
low  uncurtained  bed,  that  exhibited  marks 
of  having  been  lain  in  since  it  was  last 
made.  On  a  chair  at  its  side  were  lieajiod 
a  few  dark-looking  garments,  tho  precise 
naturo  of  which  woro  not  distinguishable 
at  a  cursory  and  distant  glance. 

Such  woro  tho  moro  remarkable  features 
of thoapartmcnfc  into  whichour adventurers 
weronow  ushered.  Bothlooked  cautiously 
around  on  entering,  as  if  expecting  to  find 
it  tenanted  by  spirits  as  daringas  their  own ; 
butj  with  tho  exception  of  tho  daughter  of 
then*  conductor,  whoso  moist  black  eyes 
expressed,  as  much  by  tears  as  by  smiles, 
tho  joy  sho  felt  at  tliis  unexpected  return 
of  her  parent,  no  living  object  met  their 
enquiring  glance.  Tho  Canadian  placed  a 
couplo  of  rush-bottomed  chairs  near  tho 
tire,  invited  his  companions  to  seat  them- 
selves imtil  ho  ha<l  mado  his  preparations 
for  departure,  and  desiring  Babetto  to  hast- 
en supper  for  the  young  hunters,  quitted 
tho  room  and  descended  tho  stairs. 


CHAPTER  XI.     . 

Tho  position  of  tho  young  men  was  ono 
of  embarrassment ;  for  while  tho  daughter, 
who  was  busied  in  executing  tho  command 
of  her  father,  remained  in  the  room,  it  was 
impossible  they  could  converse  together 
without  betraying  tho  secret  of  their  coun- 


try, and,  as  a  result  of  this,  tho  falsehood 
of  tho  character  undorwhich  thoy  appeared. 
Long  residenco  in  tlio  country  had,  it  in 
true,  rendered  tho  patois  of  that  class  of 
pooplo  whom  they  personated,  fiiniiliar  to 
one.  but  thoother  spoke  oidy  the  puro  and 
native  language  of  which  it  was  u  corrup- 
tion. It  might  have  occurred  to  them  at 
a  cooler  moment,  and  umler  loss  critical 
circ  ' 'nce.-<,  that,  even  if  their  disguiso 
had  ijonotratwl,  it  was  unlikely  u  fe- 

male, manifesting  so  much  lively  atl'ection 
(V)r  her  parent,  wouUl  have  dotn>  aught  to 
injure  those  with  whom  ho  had  evidently 
connected  himself.  But  tho  importance  at- 
tached to  tiu'ir  entire  security  from  danger 
left  them  but  little  room  for  reflections  of  a 
calming  character,  while  a  doubt  of  tliat  se- 
curity rcmahied. 

Ono  singularity  struck  them  both.  1  hey 
IurI  expecteil  tho  young  woman,  urged  by 
a  natural  curiosity,  woukl  have  commenced 
a  conversation,  even  if  they  did  not;  and 
ho  who  Hi)oke  tho  patois  wis  prepared  to 
sustain  it  as  well  as  his  anxious  and  over- 
charged spiiit  would  enable  him;  and  as 
ho  was  aware  tho  morning  hatl  furnished 
Huflicient  incident  of  leiulul  interest,  ho  had 
natu'  'v  lot)ked  for  a  verbal  re-enactment 
off  UTowing  and  dreadful  scene.     To 

the  rise,  however,  they  both  remark- 

ed I  lie,  lar  from  evincing  a  desire  to  enter 
hito  conversation,  tho  young  woman  scarce- 
ly ever  looketl  at  lliem,  but  lingered  con- 
stantly near  t  lie  tii.''!e,.ind  facing  tho.window. 
.Still,  to  avoid  an  appearance  of  singularity 
on  their  own  parts,  as  far  as  possible,  tho 
elder  of  the  ofiicers  motioned  to  his  compa- 
nion, who,  following  his  example,  took  .a 
small  pipe  ami  somo  tobacco  from  a  compart  - 
ment  in  hisshot  pouch,  and  commenced  puff- 
ing tho  wreathing  smoke  from  his  lips, — an 
occupation,  moro  than  any  other,  seeming 
to  justify  their  silence. 

The  elder  officer  sat  with  his  back  to  tho 
window,  and  immediately  in  front  of  tho 
fire ;  his  companion,  at  a  corner  of  the  rudo 
hearth,  and  in  such  a  manner  that,  without 
turning  his  head,  he  could  command  eve- 
ry part  of  tho  room  at  a  glance.  In  tho 
corner  facing  him  stood  tho  bed  already 
described.  A  faint  ray  of  fire-light  fell  on 
somo  minute  object  gUttering  in  tho  chair, 
tho  contents  of  which  wero  heaped  up  in 
disorder.  Urged  by  that  wayward  curios- 
ity, which  is  sometimes  excited,  even  un- 
der circumstances  of  the  greatest  danger 
and  otherwise  absorbing  interest,  tho 
young  man  kicked  tho  hickory  log  that 
lay  nearest  to  it  with  his  mocassined  foot, 
and  produced  a  bright  crackling  flame,  tho 
reflection  of  which  was  thrown  entirely 
upon  tho  object  of  his  gaze ;  it  was  a  largo 
metal  button,  on  which  tho  number  of  his 
regiment  was  distinctly  visible.  Unable 
to  check  his  desire  to  know  further  he  left 
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his  seat,  to  examine  tho  contentH  of  tho 
chair.  As  ho  moved  acroHH  tho  room,  lio 
lanritil  ho  hoard  a  light  sound  from  with- 
out;  hiH  cdinpiinion,  also,  soonied  to  muni- 
test  ft  Himilar  impression  hy  an  almost  im- 
pcrcoptihlo  Htart:  but  tho  noi.-*o  was  so 
momentary,  and  so  fanciful,  neither  felt  it 
wortli  liis  while  to  i)ausi>  upon  tho  circum- 
stance. Tho  young  olliccr  now  raised  tho 
garments  from  tlio  chair:  they  consisted 
of  a  small  grey  great-cout,  and  trowsers,  a 
waistcoat  of  coarse  white  clotli,  a  i)air  of 
worsteil  stockings,  and  tho  half-boots  of  a 
boy:  tho  wliolo  forming  tho  drum-boy's 
equipment  worn  l>y  tho  wretched  wife  of 
llallowny  when  borne  senseless  into  tho 
Jmt  on  that  fatal  morning.  Hastily  quit- 
ting a  dress  that  called  up  so  many  dreadftil 
recollections,  and  turning  to  his  companion 
with  a  look  that  denoted  apprehension, 
lost  ho  too  should  have  beheld  tlie.^o  melan- 
choly remembrances  of  the  han-owing scene, 
tho  young  oii'cer  hastened  to  resume  his 
seat.  In  tho  act  of  so  doing,  his  eye  fell 
upon  tho  window,  at  which  the  female  still 
lingered.  Hud  ;i.  lilast  from  heaven  struck 
his  sight,  tho  t'  lorofliissoul  could  not 
have  been  grciiier.  lie  felt  his  check  to 
l)alo,  and  his  hair  to  bristle  beneath  his  cap, 
while  tho  checked  blood  crept  slowly  and 
coldly,  as  if  its  A'ory  fimction  had  been 
paralysed ;  still  ho  had  presence  of  mind 
sufficient  not  to  i'Atcv  m  his  step,  or  to 
betray,  by  any  extraordinary  movement, 
that  his  eye  hadrested  on  anything  liate- 
I'ul  to  behold. 

His  companion  had  emptied  his  first  pipe 
and  was  in  tho  act  of  ro-lilling  it,  wlien  ho 
resumed  his  seat.  lie  was  evidently  impa- 
tient at  tho  delay  of  the  Canadian,  and 
already  were  his  lips  ready  to  give  utte- 
rance to  his  disappointment,  when  ho  felt 
liis  foot  signiticiintly  pressetl  by  that  of  his 
friend.  An  instinctive  sense  of  something 
fearful  that  was  to  ensue,  but  still  demand- 
ing caution  on  his  part,  prevented  him 
from  turning  hastily  round  to  know  the 
cause.  Satisfied,  howevei-,  there  was  dan- 
ger, though  not  of  an  instantaneous  cha- 
racter, ho  put  his  pipe  gently  by,  and  steal- 
ing his  hand  under  his  coat,  again  grasped 
the  hilt  of  his  dagger.  At  length  he  slow- 
ly and  partially  turned  his  head,  while  his 
eyes  enquiringly  demanded  of  his  friend 
the  cause  of  this  alarm.  Partly  to  aid  in 
concealing  his  increasing  paleness,  and 
partly  with  a  view  to  render  it  a  medium 
for  tho  conveyance  of  subdued  sound,  the 
hand  of  the  latter  was  raised  to  his  face  in 
su6h  a  manner  that  the  motion  of  his  lips 
could  not  bo  distinguished  from  behind. 

"  We  are  betrayed,"  he  scarcely  breathed. 

"If  you  can  command  yourself,  turn  and 
look  at  the  window;  but  for  God's  sake 
arm  yourself  with  resolution  or  look  not  at 
all:   first  draw  the  hood  over  your  head, 


and  with'Mit  any  uppeoranco  of  doBign, 
Our  only  ehanct'  of  safety  li<'s  in  this, — that 
tho  L'anHiUan  may  still  bo  true,  and  that 
oui'  disguise  may  not  bo  peneirated." 

In  despilo  of  iiis  native  courage, — and 
this  had  often  been  put  to  lionorablo  proof 
— he,  thus  mysteriously  addressed,  felt  his 
heart  to  ti  rob  violently.  There  was  some- 
thing so  appalled  in  the  countenance  of 
his  friend — something  so  alarming  in  tho 
very  caution  ho  had  recommend(!d— that 
a  vaguodreii'lof  the  horrible  reality  rusiunl 
at  once  to  hid  mind,  and  for  a  moment  his 
own  cheek  Ix.'camo  ashy  pah',  and  liis 
breathing  painfully  oppressed.  It  was  tho 
natural  v.'akncss  of  tho  physical  man, 
ovei  whii'U  tho  moral  faculties, 
instant,  lo.-t  their  directing  power. 


liad,  for  nil 
Speed- 


ily recovering  himself,  tho  young  man 
prepar'od  to  encounter  tho  alarming  object 
whi.h  hud  already  so  greatly  intimidated 
his  friend.  Carefully  drawing  the  blanket 
hood  over  his  head,  ho  rose  from  his  seat, 
and,  with  tho  cnergetio  movement  of  one 
who  lias  formed  some  desperate  determina- 
tion, turned  his  back  to  tho  fire-place,  aiul 
tlu-ew  his  eyes  rapidly  ami  eageily  upon 
tlio  window.  They  fell  only  on  tho  rudo 
patchwork  of  which  it  was  ])rincipally  com- 
posed.    Tho  female  had  (|uitted  tho  room. 

"You  must  have  been  deceived,"  ho 
whispered,  keeping  his  eye  still  bent  upon 
the  window,  and  witli  so  imperceptible  a 
movement  of  the  lips  tliat  souml  alone 
could  have  betrayed  that  ho  was  speakmg, 
— "  I  see  notliing  to  justify  your  alarm. 
Look  again." 

The  younger  officer  once  moro  directed 
his  glance  towards  tho  window,  and  with  a 
shuddering  of  the  whole  person,  as  he  re- 
collected what  had  met  his  eye  when  ho 
last  looked  upon  it.  "  It  is  no  longer  there, 
indeed,"  ho  returned  in  the  same  scarcely 
audible  tone.  "Yet  I  could  not  be  mis- 
taken, it  was  between  those  two  comer 
squares  of  wood  in  the  lower  sash." 

"  Perhaps  it  was  merely  a  reflection  pro- 
duced by  the  lamp  on  tho  centre  pane," 
rejoined  his  friend,  still  keeping  his  eye 
riveted  on  the  suspicious  pomt. 

"Impossible!  but  I  will  examine  the 
window  from  the  spot  on  which  I  stood 
when  I  first  beheld  it." 

Again  ho  quitted  his  seat,  and  carelessly 
crossed  tho  room.  As  ho  returned  ho 
threw  his  glance  upon  the  pane,  when,  to 
his  infinite  horror  and  surprise,  the  same 
frightful  vision  presented  itself. 

"God  of  heaven!  he  exclaimed  aloud, 
and  unable  longer  to  check  the  ebullition 
of  his  feelings, — "  what  means  this?  Is 
my  brain  turned?  and  am  I  the  sport  of 
my  own  delusive  fancy— Do  you  not  see  it 
now?" 

No  answer  was  returned.  His  friend 
stood  mute  and  motionless,  with  his  left 
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hand  graspiug  his  gun,  and  his  right  thrust 
into  the  waist  of  his  coat.  His  eye  grew 
upon  the  window,  and  his  chest  heaved,  and 
his  cheek  paled  and  flushed  alternately  with 
the  subdued  emotion  of  his  heart.  A  human 
face  was  placed  close  to  the  imblemished 
glass,  and  every  featiu-e  wos  distinctly 
revealed  by  the  lamp  that  still  lay  upon 
the  table.  The  glaring  eye  was  fixed  on 
the  taller  of  the  officers:  but  though  the 
expression  was  unfathomably  guileful,  there 
was  nothing  that  denoted  anything  like  a 
recognition  of  the  party.  Tho  brightness 
of  the  wood  fire  had  so  far  subsided  as  to 
throw  tho  interior  of  the  room  into  partial 
obscurity,  and  under  the  disguise  of  his 
hood  it  was  impossible  for  one  without  to 
distinguish  the  features  of  the  taller  officer. 
The  younger,  who  was  scarcely  an  object  of 
attention,  passed  comparatively  unnoticed. 
Fatigued  and  dimmed  with  the  long  and 
eager  tension  of  its  nerves,  the  eye  of  the 
latter  now  began  to  fail  him.  For  a  mo- 
ment he  closed  it ;  and  when  again  it  fell 
upon  the  window,  it  encountered  nothing 
but  the  clear  glittering  pane.  For  upwai-ds 
of  a  minute  ho  and  his  friend  still  contin- 
ued to  rivet  their  gaze,  but  the  face  was  no 
longer  visible. 

Why  is  it  that  what  is  called  the  "  human 
face  divine"  is  sometimes  gifted  with  a 
power  to  paralyse,  that  the  most  loathsome 
reptile  in  the  creation  cannot  attain  ?  Had 
a.  cougar  of  tho  American  forest,  roaring 
for  prey,  appeared  at  the  window,  ready  to 
burst  tiio  fragile  barrier,  and  fasten  its  tal- 
ons in  their  hearts,  its  presence  would  not 
have  strack  such  sickness  to  the  souls  of  our 
adventurers  as  did  that  human  face.  It  is, 
that  man,  naturally  fxerco  and  inexorable, 
is  alone  the  enemy  of  his  own  species.  Tho 
solution  of  this  problem — this  glorious  pa- 
radox in  nature,  we  leave  to  profoimder 
philosophers  to  resolve.  Sufficient  for  us 
bo  it  to  know  and  to  deplore  that  it  is  so. 

Footsteps  were  now  heard  upon  the 
Btau's;  and  the  officers,  aroused  to  a  full 
sense  of  their  danger,  hastily  and  silently 
prepared  themselves  for  the  encounter. 
"Drop  a  bullet  into  your  gun,"  whispjred 
the  elder,  setting  tho  example  himself. 
"We  may  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
it  at  last.  Yet  make  no  show  of  hostility 
unless  circumstances  satisfy  us  wo  are  be- 
trayed; then,  indeed,  all  that  remains  for 
us  will  be  to  sell  our  lives  as  dearly  as  we 
can.    Hist  1  ho  is  here.' ' 

Tho  door  opened  I  and  at  the  entrance, 
which  was  already  filled  up  in  the  imagina- 
tions of  the  young  men  with  a  terrible  and 
alarming  figure,  appeared  one  whose  return 
had  bean  anxiously  and  long  desired.  It 
was  a  relief,  mdeed,  to  their  gallant  and 
excited  hearts  to  behold  another  than  the 
fonn  they  had  expected ;  and  although,  for 
ti-o  moment,  they  knew  not  whether  the 


Canadian  came  in  hostility  or  friendship, 
each  quitted  the  attitude  of  caution  into 
which  he  had  thrown  himself,  and  met  him 
midway  in  his  passage  thi-ough  the  room. 
There  was  nothmg  in  the  expression  of  his 
naturally  open  and  good-humoured  counte- 
nanco  to  denote  he  was  at  all  aware  of  tho 
causes  for  alarm  that  had  operated  so  pow- 
erfully upon  themselves.  Ho  announced 
with  a  frank  look  and  unfaltering  voice 
eveiything  was  in  readiness  for  their  de- 
parture. 

The  officers  hesitated ;  and  the  taller  fix- 
ed his  eyes  upon  those  of  mine  host,  as  if 
his  gaze  would  have  penetrated  to  the  in- 
nermost recesses  of  his  heart.  Could  this 
be  a  refinement  of  treachery  ?  and  was  he 
really  ignorant  of  tho  existence  of  tho  dan- 
ger which  tlu-eatened  them?  Was  it  not 
more  probable  his  object  was  to  disarm 
their  fears,  that  they  might  be  given  unpre- 
pared and,  therefore,  unresisting  victims 
to  the  ferocity  of  their  enemies?  Aware 
as  he  was,  that  they  were  both  well  pro- 
vided with  arms,  and  fully  determined  to 
use  them  with  effect,  might  not  his  aim  be 
to  decoy  them  to  destruction  without,  lest 
the  blood  spilt  under  his  roof,  in  the  des- 
peration of  their  defence,  should  hereafter 
attest  against  him,  and  expose  him  to  tho 
punishment  he  would  so  riclily  merit?  Dis- 
tracted by  these  doubts,  the  young  men 
scarcely  knew  what  to  think  or  how  to  act ; 
and  anxious  as  they  had  previously  been  to 
quit  the  hut,  they  now  considered  tho  mo- 
ment of  their  doing  so  would  be  that  of 
their  destruction.  The  importance  of  tho 
enterprise  on  which  they  were  embarked 
was  such  as  to  sink  all  personal  considera- 
tions. If  they  had  felt  the  influence  of 
intimidation  on  then'  spirits,  it  arose  less 
from  any  apprehension  of  consequences  to 
themselves,  than  from  the  recollection  of 
the  dearer  interests  involved  in  their  per- 
fect security  from  discovery. 

''rran9ois,"  feelingly  urged  the  taller  offi- 
cer, again  adverting  to  his  vow,  ' '  you  recol- 
lect the  oath  you  solemnly  pledged  upon 
tho  cross  of  our  Saviour.  Tell  me,  then, 
as  you  hope  for  mercy,  have  you  taken  that 
oath  only  that  you  might  the  more  secure- 
ly betray  us  to  oui  enemies?  What  con- 
nection have  you  with  tliem  at  this  moment? 
and  who  is  he  who  stood  looking  through 
that  window  not  ten  minutes  since?" 

"  As  I  shall  hope  for  mercy  in  my  God," 
exclaimed  tho  Canadian  with  unfeigned  as- 
tonishment, ''  I  have  not  see  nobody.  But 
what  fordo  you  tmk  so?  It  is  not  just.  1 
have  given  my  oat  to  servo  you,  and  I  shall 
do  it." 

There  was  candor  both  in  tho  tone  and 
countenance  of  the  man  as  he  uttered  theso 
words,  half  in  reproach,  half  in  justification ; 
and  the  officers  no  longer  doubted. 
>  "You  must  forgive  our  suspicions  at  a 
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moment  like  the  present,"  Boothingly  ob- 
served the  younger;  "yet,  Francois,  your 
daughter  saw  and  exchanged  signals  with 
the  person  we  mean.  She  left  the  room 
soon  after  he  made  his  appearance.  What 
has  become  of  her  ?" 

The  Canadian  gave  a  sudden  start,  looked 
hastily  around,  and  seemed  to  perceive  for 
the  first  time  the  girl  was  absent.  lie  then 
put  a  finger  to  liis  lip  to  eiyoin  silence,  ad- 
vanced to  the  table  and  extinguished  the 
light.  Desiring  liis  companions,  in  a  low 
Avhisper,  to  tread  cautiously  and  follow,  he 
now  led  the  way  with  almost  noiseless  step 
to  the  ontra:ice  of  the  hut.  At  the  thres- 
hold of  the  door  were  placed  a  large  and 
well-filled  sack,  a  light  mast  and  sail,  and 
half  a  dozen  paddles.  The  latter  burden 
he  divided  between  the  officers,  on  whose 
shoulders  he  carefully  balanced  them.  The 
sack  he  threw  across  his  own ;  and,  without 
expressing  oven  a  regret  that  an  opportuni- 
ty of  bidding  adieu  to  his  child  was  denied 
liim,  hastily  skirted  the  paling  of  the  or- 
chard until,  at  the  further  extremity,  he 
liad  gained  the  high  road.  The  heavens 
were  obscured  by  passing  clouds  driven  ra- 
pidly by  the  wind,  during  the  short  pauses 
of  which  our  adventurers  anxiously  and  fre- 
quently turned  to  listen  if  they  were  pursu- 
ed. Save  the  rustling  of  the  trees  that  lined 
the  road,  and  the  slight  dashing  of  the 
\vaters  on  the  beach,  however,  no  sound 
was  distinguishable.  At  length  they  gain- 
ed the  point  whence  they  were  to  start.  It 
was  the  fatal  bridge,  the  events  connected 
with  which  were  yet  so  painfully  fresh  in 
their  recollection. 

"  Stop  one  minutes  here,"  whispered  the 
Cimadian,  throwing  his  sack  upon  the  sand 
near  the  mouth  of  the  lesser  river:  ''my 
canoe  is  chain  about  twenty  yards  up  de 
bridge.  I  shall  com.e  to  you  directly."  Then 
cautioning  the  officers  to  keep  themselves 
concealed  tmder  the  bridge,  he  moved  hastily 
under  the  arch,  and  disappeared  in  the  dark 
shadow  which  it  threw  across  the  rivulet. 

The  extremities  of  the  bridge  rested  on 
the  banks  of  the  little  river  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  leave  a  narrow  passage  along  the 
sands  immediately  under  the  declination 
of  the  arch.  In  accordance  with  the  caution 
of  their  conductor,  the  officers  had  placed 
themselves  under  it :  and  with  their  backs 
slightly  bent  forward  to  meet  the  curva- 
t  ure  of  the  bridge,  so  that  no  ray  of  light 
could  pass  between  their  bodies  and  the 
fabric  itself,  now  awaited  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  on  which  their  only  hope  depended. 
We  shall  not  attempt  to  describe  their 
feelings  on  finding  themselves,  at  that  lone 
hour  of  the  night,  immediately  under  a 
spot  rendered  fearfully  memorable  by  the 
tragio  occurrences  of  the  morning.  The 
terrible  pursuit  of  the  fugitive,  the  execu- 
tion of  the  eoldier,  the  curse  and  prophecy 


of  his  maniac  wife,  and  above  all,  the  for- 
cible abduction  an' I  threatened  espousal  of 
that  unhappy  woman  by  the  formidable 
being  who  seemed  to  have  identified  him- 
self with  the  evils  with  which  they  stood 
menaced, — all  rushed  with  rapid  tracery 
on  the  mind,  and  excited  the  imagination, 
until  each,  filled  with  a  sentiment  not  unal- 
lied  to  superstitious  awe,  feared  to  whisper 
forth  his  thoughts,  lest  in  so  doing  he  should 
invoke  the  presence  of  those  who  had  prin- 
cipally figured  in  the  harrowing  and  revol- 
ting scene. 

"  I)id  you  not  hear  a  noise?"  at  length 
whispered  the  elder,  as  he  leaned  himself 
fonvard,  and  bent  his  head  to  the  sand,  to 
catch  more  distinctly  a  repetition  of  th© 
sound. 

"I  did;  there  again!  It  is  upon  the 
bridge,  and  not  unlike  the  step  of  one 
endeavoring  to  tread  lightly.  It  may  be 
some  wild  beast,  however." 

"Wo  must  not  be  taken  by  surprise,"' 
returned  his  companion.  "  If  it  be  a  man 
the  waiy  tread  indicates  consciousness  of 
our  presence.  If  an  animal,  there  can  be 
no  harm  in  setting  ourfears  at  rest."  Cau- 
tiously stealing  from  his  lurking-place,  the 
young  officer  emerged  into  the  open  sands, 
and  in  a  few  measured  noiseless  strides 
gained  the  extremity  of  the  bridge.  The 
dark  shadow  of  something  upon  its  centre 
c  lught  his  eye,  and  a  low  sound  like  that 
of  a  dog  lapping  met  Ids  ear.  While  his 
gaze  yet  lingered  on  the  shapeless  object, 
endeavoring  to  give  it  a  character,  the  clouds 
which  had  so  long  obscured  it  passed  mo- 
mentarily from  before  the  moon,  and  dis- 
closed the  appalling  truth.  It  was  a  wolf- 
dog  lapping  up  from  the  earth,  in  which 
they  were  encrusted,  the  blood  and  brains 
of  the  unfortunate  Frank  H^lloway. 

Sick  and  faint  at  the  disgusting  sight, 
the  young  man  rested  liis  elbow  on  the  rail- 
ing tho,t  passed  along  the  edge  of  the  biidge, 
and,  leaning  liis  head  on  his  hand  for  a 
moment,  forgot  the  risk  of  exposure  he 
incurred,  in  the  intenseness  of  the  sorrow 
that  assailed  his  soul.  His  heart  and  ima- 
gination  wore  already  far  from  the  spot  on 
which  he  stood,  when  he  felt  an  iron  hand 
upon  his  shoulder.  He  turned  shuddering 
with  an  instinctive  knowledge  of  his  yet 
unseen  visitant,  and  beheld  standing  over 
him  the  terrible  warrior  of  the  Fleur  do  Lis. 

"Ila,  ha,  ha  I"  laughed  the  savage  in  a 
low  triumphant  tone.  "  the  place  of  our 
meeting  is  well  timed,  ^>htnjgh  somawhafe 
singular,  it  must  be  confessed.  Nay,"  he 
fiercely  added,  grasping  as  in  a  vice  the 
arm  that  was  already  hfted  to  strike  hun, 
' '  force  me  not  to  annihilate  you  on  the  spot. 
Ilal  hear  you  the  cry  of  nij  wolf-dog?"  as 
that  animal  now  set  up  a  low  but  fearful 
howl;  "it  is  for  your  blood  he  asks,  but 
your  hour  is  not  yet  come." 


54 


wacousta;  or,  the  prophecy. 


"No,  by  heaven,  it  is  not;"  exclaimed 
*  voice;  a  rapid  and  rusliing  sweep  was 
heard  through  the  air  for  an  instant,  and 
then  a  report  like  a  stunning  blow.  The 
warrior  released  his  grasp — placed  Iiis  liand 
upon  his  tomahawk,  but  without  strength 
to  remove  it  from  his  belt  tottered  a  pace 
or  two  backwards — and  then  fell,  uttering 
a  cry  of  mingled  pain  and  disaiDpointment, 
at  his  length  ui^on  the  earth.  "Quick, 
quick  to  your  cover!"  exclaimed  the  young 
oflBcer  as  a  loud  phout  was  now  heard  from 
tho  forest  in  rejily  to  the  yell  of  the  fallen 
warrior.  "If  Fran9ois  come  not,  we  are 
lost :  the  howl  of  that  wolf-dog  alone  will 
betray  us,  even  if  his  master  shoul''  '^e 
beyond  all  chance  of  recovery." 

"Desperate  diseases  require  desj).  ^ate 
remedies,"  was  the  reply;  "  there  is  little 
glory  in  destroying  a  helpless  enemy,  but 
the  necessity  is  urgent,  and  we  jnust  leave 
nothing  to  chance."  As  ho  spoke,  he  knelt 
upon  the  huge  form  of  the  senseless  war- 
rior, whose  scalping  knife  he  drew  from  its 
sheath,  and  striking  a  firm  and  steady 
blow,  quitted  not  the  weapon  mitil  ho  felt 
his  hand  reposing  on  the  chest  of  his  ene- 
my. The  howl  of  the  wolf-dog.  whoso  eyes 
glared  like  two  burning  coals  through  the 
surroimding  gloom^  was  now  exchanged  to 
a  iicrce  and  t^nappish  bark.  lie  made  a 
leap  at  the  officer  while  in  the  act  of  rising 
from  the  body;  but  his  fangs  fastened  only 
in  the  chest  of  the  shaggy  coat,  which  he 
■(vrung  with  tho  strength  and  fury  charac- 
teristic of  his  jieculiar  species.  This  new 
and  ferocious  attack  was  fraught  with  dan- 
ger little  inferior  to  that  which  they  had  just 
escaped,  and  required  the  utmost  promp- 
titude of  action.  The  young  man  seized 
the  brute  behind  the  neck  in  a  firm  and 
vigorous  grasp^  while  he  stooped  upon  the 
motionless  form  over  which  this  novel 
struggle  waa  maintained,  and  succeeded 
in  making  himself  once  more  master  of 
the  scalpmg  knife.  Half  choked  by  the 
•hand  that  unflinchingly  grappled  with  him 
the  savage  animal  quitted  his  hold  and 
stnaggled  violently  to  free  himself.  This 
was  the  critical  moment.  The  officer  drew 
the  heavy  sharp  blade,  from  the  handle  to 
the  point,  acro.«3  the  throat  of  the  infuriat- 
ed beast,  with  a  force  that  divided  the 
principal  artery.  lie  made  a  desperate 
leap  upwards,  spouting  his  blood  over  his 
destroyer,  and  then  fell  gasping  across  the 
body  of  his  master.  A  low  growl,  inter- 
mingled with  ftinfc^attempts  to  bark,  which 
the  rapidly  oozing  life  rendered  more  and 
more  indistinct,  succeeded ;  and  at  length 
notlxing  but  a  gurgling  sotmd  was  distin- 
guishable. 

Meanwhile  the  anxious  and  harassed 
officers  had  regained  their  place  of  conceal- 
ment under  the  bridge,  where  they  listened 
with  suppressed  breathing  for  the  slightest 


sound  to  indicate  the  approach  of  the  canoe. 
At  intervals  they  fancied  they  could  hear 
a  noise  resembling  the  rippling  of  water 
against  tho  j^row  of  a  light  vessel,  but  the 
swelling  cries  of  a  band  of  Indians,  becom- 
ing at  every  instant  more  distinct,  were 
too  unceasingly  kept  up  to  admit  of  their 
judging  with  acCtu-acy. 

They  now  began  to  give  themselves  up 
for  lost,  and  many  and  bitter  were  the 
curses  they  inwardly  bestowed  on  the  Cana- 
dian, when  the  outline  of  a  human  form 
was  seen  advancing  along  the  sands,  and  a 
dark  object  upon  tho  water.  It  was  their 
conductor,  dragging  the  canoe  along,  \vith 
all  the  strength  and  activity  of  which  he 
was  capable. 

"What  the  devil  have  you  been  about 
all  this  time,  Francois?"  exclaimed  the 
taller  officer,  as  he  t oimded  to  meet  him. 
"  Quick,  quick,  or  we  shall  be  too  late.  Hear 
you  not  the  blood-hoi  .nds  on  their  scent?" 
Then  seizing  the  chain  in  his  hand,  with  a 
powerful  effort  he  sent  the  canoe  flying 
through  the  arch  to  the  very  entrance  of 
the  river.  Tlie  burdens  that  had  been  de- 
posited on  tho  sands  were  hastily  flung  in, 
the  officers  stepping  lightly  after.  The 
Canadian  took  the  helm,  directmg  the  frail 
vessel  almost  noiselessly  through  the  water, 
and  with  such  velocity,  that  when  the  cry 
of  the  disappointed  savages  was  heard 
resounding  from  the  bridge,  it  had  already 
gained  the  centre  of  the  Detroit. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

Two  days  had  succeeded  the  departure  of 
the  officers  from  the  fort,  but  improductive 
of  any  event  of  importance.  About  day- 
break, however,  on  the  morning  of  the 
third,  the  harassed  garrison  were  once  more 
stunmoned  to  arms  by  an  alarm  from  the 
sentinels  planted  in  rear  of  the  works ;  a 
body  of  Indians  they  had  traced  and  lost 
at  intervals,  as  they  wound  along  the  skirt 
of  the  forest,  in  their  progress  from  their 
encampment,  were  at  length  developing 
themselves  in  force  near  the  bomb-proof. 
With  a  readiness  which  long  experience 
and  watchfulness  had  rendered  in  some  de- 
gree habitual  to  them,  the  troops  flew  to 
their  respective  posts ;  while  a  few  of  the 
senior  officers,  among  whom  was  the  go- 
vernor, hastened  to  the  ramparts  to  recon- 
noitre the  strength  and  purpose  of  their 
enemies.  It  was  evident  that  the  views  of 
these  were  not  immediately  hostile;  for 
neither  were  they  in  their  war  paint,  nor 
were  their  arms  of  a  rflescription  to  carry 
intimidation  to  a  disciplined  and  fortified 
soldiery.  Bows,  arrows,  tomahawks,  war 
clubs,  spears,  and  scalping  knives,  con- 
stituted their  warlike  equipments,  butnei- 
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ther  rifle  nor  fire-arms  of  any  kind  were 
discernible.  Several  of  their  leaders,  dis- 
tinguishable by  a  certain  haughty  carriage 
and  commanding  gesticulation,  were  col- 
lected within  the  elevated  bomb-proof, 
apparently  holding  a  short  but  important 
conference  apart  from  their  people,  most 
of  whom  stood  or  lay  in  picturesque  atti- 
tudes around  the  ruin.  These  also  had  a 
directing  spirit.  A  tall  and  noble  looking 
warrior,  wearing  a  deer  skin  hunting  frock 
closely  girded  around  his  loins,  appeared  to 
command  the  deference  of  his  colleagues, 
claiming  profound  attention  when  he  spoke 
liimself  and  manifesting  his  assent  or  dis- 
sent to  the  apparently  expressed  opinions 
of  the  lesser,  chiefs  merely  by  a  slight 
movement  of  the  head. 

"There  he  is  indeed  !"  exclaimed  Cap- 
tain Erskine,  speaking  as  one  who  com- 
munes with  his  own  thoughts,  while  he  kept 
his  telescope  levelled  on  tlie  form  of  the 
last  warrior:  "looking  just  as  noble  as 
when,  three  years  ago,  he  opposed  himself 
to  the  progress  of  tlae  first  English  detach- 
ment that  had  ever  penetrated  to  this  ptirt 
of  the  world.  What  a  pity  such  a  fine  fel- 
low should  be  so  desperate  and  determined 
an  enemy  I" 

' '  True  :  you  were  with  Major  Bogers  on 
that  expedition,"  observed  the  governor, 
'  •  I  have  often  heard  him  speak  of  it.  You 
had  many  difficulties  to  contend  against,  if 
I  recollect."  "We  had  indeed,  sir,"  re- 
turned the  frankhearted  Erskine,  droppuig 
the  glass  from  his  eye.  "  So  many,  in  fact, 
that  more  than  once,  in  the  course  of  our 
progress  through  the  wilderness,  did  I  wish 
myself  at  head-quarters  with  my  company. 
Never  shall  I  forget  the  proud  and  deter- 
mined expression  of  Ponteac' s  countenance, 
when  lie  told  Rogers,  in  his  figurative  lan- 
guage, '  he  stood  in  the  path  in  which  he 
travelled.'" 

"  Thank  heaven,  he  at  least  stands  not  in 
the  path  in  which  others  travel,"  musingly 
rejoined  the  govern er,  "  But  what  sudden 
movement  is  that  within  the  ruin  ?" 

"The  Indians  are  preparing  to  show  a 
white  flag,"  shouted  an  artillery  man  from 
his  station  in  one  of  the  embrasm-es  below. 

The  governor  and  his  officers  received 
this  intelligence  without  surprise  :  the  for- 
mer took  the  glass  from  Captain  Erskine, 
and  coolly  raised  it  to  his  eye.  The  consul- 
tation had  ceased  and  the  several  chiefs 
were  now  seen  quitting  the  bomb-proof  to 
join  their  respective  tribes.  One  of  those 
remained,  sprang  upon  an  elevated  fragment 
of  the  ruin,  and  uttered  a  prolonged  cry,  the 
purport  of  which, — and  it  was  fully  under- 
stood from  its  peculiar  nature, — was  to  claim 
attention  from  the  fort.  He  than  received 
from  the  hands  of  the  other  chief  a  long 
spear,  to  the  end  of  which  was  attached  a 
piece  of  white  linen.    This  he  waved  seve- 


ral times  above  his  head ;  then  stuck  the 
barb  of  the  spear  firmly  into  the  projecting 
fragment.  Quitting  liis  elevated  station 
he  next  stood  at  the  side  of  the  Ottawa  chief, 
who  had  already  assumed  the  air  and  atti- 
tude of  one  waiting  to  observe  in  what  man- 
ner his  signal  would  be  received. 

"A  flag  of  truce  in  all  its  bearings,  by 
Jupiter!"  icmarked  Captain  Erskine. 
'•  Ponteac  seems  to  have  acquired  a  few  les- 
sons shico  we  iirst  met." 

"  This  is  evidently  the  suggestion  of  some 
European,"  obser\-ed  Major  lilackwater ; 
"  for  how  could  he  understand  anything  of 
the  nature  of  a  white  flag?  Some  of  these 
vile  spies  have  put  liim  up  to  this." 

'•  True  enough,  Blackwater ;  and  they  ap- 
pear to  have  found  an  intelligent  pupil," 
obseiTod  Captain  Wentworth.  * '  I  was  curi- 
ous to  linow  how  ho  wi  uld  make  the  at- 
tempt to  approach  us;  butcertamly  never 
once  dreamt  of  his  having  recourse  to  so  civi- 
lized a  method.  Their  plot  works  well,  no 
doubt ;  still  we  have  the  counter-plot  to  op- 
pose to  it." 

"Wo  must  foil  them  with  their  own  wea- 
pons," remarked  the  governor,  "even  if  ifc 
be  only  witli  a  view  to  gain  time.  Went- 
worth, desire  one  of  your  bombardiers  to 
hoist  the  French  flag  on  the  staff"."  The  or- 
der was  promptly  obeyed.  The  Indians 
made  a  simultaneous  movement  expressive 
of  their  satisfaction ;  and  in  the  com-se 
of  a  minute,  the  tall  warrior,  accompanied 
by  nearly  a  dozen  inferior  chiefs,  was 
seen  slowly  advancing  across  the  common 
towards  the  group  of  officers. 

"What  generous  confidence  the  fellow 
has  for  an  Indian  1"  observed  Captain  Ers- 
kine, who  could  not  dissemble  his  admira- 
tion of  the  warrior.  "He  steps  as  firmly 
and  as  proudlymthin  reach  of  our  muskets, 
as  if  he  v.'<is  leading  in  the  war-dance." 

"IIow  strange,"  mused  Captain  Blessing- 
ton,  "  that  one  who  meditates  so  deep  a 
treacherj',  shoidd  have  no  apprehension  ot 
it  in  others!" 

"  It  is  a  compliment  to  the  honor  of  our 
flag,"  observed  the  governor  "  which  it  must 
be  cur  interest  to  cncom-age.  If,  as  you 
say,  Erskine,  the  man  is  really  endowed 
with  generosity,  the  result  of  this  affair  will 
assuredly  call  it  forth." 

"Kit  prove  otherwise,  sir,"  was  the  reply, 
"  we  must  only  attribute  his  perseverance 
to  the  influence  which  that  terrible  warrior 
of  the  Fleur  de  Lis  is  said  to  exerci^  over 
his  better  feelings.  By  the  by,  I  see  no- 
thing of  him  among  this  flag  of  truce  party. 
It  could  scarcely  be  called  a  violation  of 
faith  to  cut  off  such  a  rascally  renegade. 
Were  he  of  the  number  of  those  advancing, 
and  Valletort's  rifle  within  my  reach,  I  know 
not  what  use  I  might  not  be  tempted  to 
make  of  the  laat." 

Poor  Erskine  was  singularly  infelicitous 
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in  touching,  and  ever  xinconsciously,  on  a 
subject  sure  to  give  pain  to  more  than  one 
of  his  brother  otficers.  A  cloud  passed  over 
the  brow  of  the  governor,  but  it  was  one 
that  originated  more  in  sorrow  than  in  an- 
ger. Neither  had  he  time  to  linger  on  the 
painful  recollections  hastily  and  confusedly 
called  up  by  the  allusion  made  to  this  for- 
midable and  mysterious  being,  for  the  atten- 
tion of  all  was  now  absorbed  by  the  approach- 
ing Indians.  With  a  bold  and  confiding 
carriage  the  fierce  Ponteac  moved  at  the 
head  of  his  little  party,  nor  hesitated  one 
moment  in  his  covu-se  until  he  got  near  the 
brink  of  the  ditch,  and  stood  face  to  face 
with  the  governor,  at  a  distance  that  gave 
both  parties  not  only  the  facility  of  tracing 
the  expression  of  each  other's  features,  but 
of  conversing  without  effort.  There  he 
made  a  sudden  stand,  and  thrusting  his 
spear  into  the  earth,  assumed  an  attitude 
as  devoid  of  apprehension  as  if  he  had  been 
in  the  heart  of  his  own  encampment. 

"My  father  lias  understood  my  sign," 
said  the  haughty  chief.  "The  warriors  of  a 
dozen  tribes  are  far  behind  the  path  the 
Ottawa  chief  has  just  travelled ;  but  when 
the  red  skin  comes  unarmed,  the  hand  of 
the  Saganaw  is  tied  behind  his  back." 

"The  stronghold  of  the  Saganaw  is  liis 
safeguard,"  replied  the  governor,  adopting 
the  language  of  the  Indian.  "When  the 
enemies  of  his  great  father  come  in  strength, 
he  knows  how  to  disperse  them ;  but  when 
a  warrior  throws  himself  unarmed  into  his 
power,  he  respects  his  confidence,  and  his 
arms  hang  rusting  at  his  side." 

"The talk  of  my  father  is  big,"  replied 
the  warrior,  with  a  scornful  expression  that 
.'^emed  to  doubt  the  fact  of  so  much  indif- 
ference as  to  himself;  -'but  when  it  is  a 
great  chief  who  directs  the  nations,  and 
that  chief  his  Bworn  enemy,  the  temptation 
to  the  Saganaw  may  be  strong." 

"  The  fiiganaw  is  without  fear,''  empha- 
tically rejoined  the  governer;  "he  is  strong 
in  his  own  honor ;  and  he  would  rather  die 
imder  the  tomahawk  of  the  red  skin,  than 
procure  a  peace  by  an  act  of  treachery." 

The  Indian  paased ;  cold,  calm  looks  of 
intelligence  passed  between  liim  and  his 
followers,  and  a  few  indistinct  and  guttu- 
ral sentences  were  exchanged  among  them- 
selves. 

"  But  our  father  asks  not  why  our  mo- 
cassins have  brushed  the  dew  from  off  the 
common,"  resumed  the  chief;  "and  yet 
it  is  long  since  the  Saganaw  and  the  red 
i^kin  have  spoken  to  each  other,  except 
through  the  war  whoop.  My  father  must 
wonder  to  see  the  great  cliief  of  the 
Ottawas  witlwut  the  hatchet  in  his  hand." 

"The  hatchet  often  wounds  tho.so  who 
use  it  unskilfully,"  camly  returned  the 
governor.  "The  Saganaw  is  not  blind. 
Th*  Ottawas  and  the  other  tribes  find  the 


war  paint  heavy  on  their  skins.  They  see 
that  my  young  men  are  not  to  be  conquer- 
ed, and  they  have  sent  the  great  head  of 
all  the  nations  to  sue  for  jpeaoe." 

In  spite  of  the  habitual  reserve  and  self- 
possession  of  his  race,  the  haughty  warrior 
could  not  repress  a  movement  of  impatience 
at  the  bold  and  taunting  language  of  his 
enemy,  and  for  a  moment  there  was  a  fire  in 
his  eye  that  told  howwillingly  he  would  have 
washed  away  the  insult  in  liia  blood.  The 
same  low  guttural  exclamations  that  pre- 
viously escaped  their  lips,  marked  the  sense 
entertained  of  the  remark  by  his  com- 
panions. 

"My  father  is  right,"  pursued  the  chief, 
resuming  his  self-command ;  "the  Ottawas 
and  the  other  tiibes  ask  for  peace,  but  not 
because  they  are  afraid  of  war.  ^'vhen  they 
strike  the  liatchet  into  the  war  post,  they 
leave  it  there  until  their  enemies  ask  them 
to  take  it  out." 

"  Why  come  they  now,  then,  to  ask  for 
peace?"  was  the  cool  demand.  The  war- 
rior hesitated,  evidently  at  a  loss  to  give  a 
reply  that  could  reconcile  the  palpable 
contradiction  of  his  words,  "  The  rich 
furs  of  our  forests  have  become  many,"  he 
at  length  observed,  ' '  since  we  first  took  up 
the  hatchetagainstthe  Saganaw:  and  every 
bullet  we  keep  for  our  enemies  is  a  loss  to 
our  trade.  Wo  once  exchanged  furs  with 
the  children  of  our  father  of  the  pale  flag. 
They  gave  us,  in  return,  guns,  blankets,  pow- 
der, ball,  and  all  that  the  red  man  requires 
in  the  hunting  season.  These  are  all  ex- 
pended ;  and  my  young  men  would  deal 
with  tlie  Saganaw  as  they  did  with  the 
French." 

* '  Good ;  the  red  skins  would  make  peace ; 
and  although  the  arm  of  the  Saganaw  is 
strong,  he  will  not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their 
desire." 

"AH  the  p;:ronghold3  of  the  Saganaw, 
except  two,  have  fallen  before  the  great 
chief  of  the  Ottawas!"  proudly  returned 
the  Indian,  with  a  look  of  mingled  scorn 
and  defiance.  "They  too,  thought  them- 
selves beyond  the  reach  of  our  tomahawks ; 
they  were  deceived.  In  less  than  a  single 
moon  nine  of  them  have  fallen,  and  the 
tcmts  of  ray  young  warriors  are  darkened 
with  their  scalps ;  but  this  is  past.  If  the 
red  skin  asks  for  peace,  it  is  because  he  is 
tired  of  seeing  the  blood  of  the  Saganaw 
on  his  tomahawk.     Does  my  father  hear?" 

"We  will  listen  to  the  great  chief  of  the 
Ottawas,  and  hear  what  he  has  to  say," 
returned  the  governor,  who,  as  well  as  the 
officers  at  his  side,  could  with  difficulty 
conceal  their  disgust  and  sorrow  at  the 
dreadful  intelhgence  thus  imparted  of  the 
fates  of  their  companions.  "But  peace," 
ho  pursued  with  dignity,  "  can  only  be 
made  in  the  Council-room,  and  under  the 
sacred  pledge  of  thQ  calumet.    The  great 
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chief  has  a  wampum  belt  ou  his  shoulder, 
aud  a  calumet  iu  liis  hand.  Uis  aged  war- 
riors, too  are  at  his  side.  What  says  the 
Ottawa?  Will  he  enter?  If  so,  the  gate 
of  the  Saganaw  shall  be  open  to  him."  The 
warrior  started ;  and  for  a  moment  the  con- 
fidence that  had  hitherto  distinguished  him 
seemed  to  give  place  to  an  apprehension  of 
meditated  treachery.  He,  however,  speed- 
ily rocovered  himself,  and  observed  em- 
phatically, "  It  is  the  great  head  of  all  the 
nations  whom  my  father  invites  to  the  coun- 
cil seat.  Were  ho  to  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  Saganaw,  his  young  men  would  lose 
their  strength.  They  would  buiy  the  hatchet 
for  ever  in  despau',  and  hide  their  faces  in 
the  laps  of  their  women." 

"Does  the  Ottawa  chief  see  the  pale  flag 
on  the  stronghold  of  his  enemies  ?  While 
that  continues  to  fly  he  is  safe  as  if  he  were 
under  the  cover  of  his  own  wigwam.  If  the  Sa- 
ganaw could  use  guile  like  the  fox,  (and  this 
was  said  with  marked  emphasis. )  what  should 
prevent  him  from  cutting  off  the  Ottawa 
and  his  chiefs,  even  where  they  now  stand?" 
A  half  smile  of  derision  passed  over  the 
dark  cheek  of  the  Indian.  "  If  the  arm  of 
the  Ottawa  is  strong,"  he  said,  "his  foot  is 
not  less  swift.  The  short  guns  of  the  chiefs 
of  the  Saganaw  (pointing  to  the  pistols  of 
the  officers)  could  not  reach  us ;  and  before 
the  voice  of  our  father  could  be  raised,  or 
liis  eye  turned,  to  call  his  wax'riors  to  his 
side,  the  Ottawa  would  be  already  faj*  on  his 
way  to  the  forest." 

"The  great  chief  of  the  Ottawas  shall 
judge  better  of  the  Saganaw,"  returned  the 
governor.  ' '  IIo  shall  see  that  h  is  young 
men  aj'e  ever  watchful  at  their  pos  s: — Up, 
men,  and  show  youi-selves."  A  si';Cond  or 
two  sufficed  to  bring  the  whole  ot  Captain 
Erskine's  company,  who  had  been  .ying flat 
on  their  faces,  to  their  feet  on  the  rampart. 
The  Indians  were  evidently  taken  by  sur- 
prise, though  they  evinced  no  fear.  The 
low  and  guttural  "ugh"  was  the  only  ex- 
pression they  gave  to  their  astonishrnent, 
not  unmingled  with  admu-ation. 

But,  although  the  chiefs  preserved  their 
presence  of  mind,  the  sudden  appearance  of 
the  soldiers  had  excited  alai-m  among  theu- 
warriors,  who,  grouped  in  and  around  the 
bomb-proof,  were  watching  every  movement 
of  the  conferring  parties,  with  an  interest 
portioned  to  the  risk  they  conceived  their 
head  men  had  incurred  in  venturing  under 
the  very  walls  of  their  enemies.  Fierce  yells 
were  uttered;  and  more  than  a  hundred 
dusky  warriors,  brandishing  their  toma- 
hawks in  air,  leaped  along  the  skirt  of  the 
common,  evidently  only  awaiting  the  signal 
of  their  great  chief,  to  advance  and  cover 
his  retreat.  At  the  command  of  the  gov- 
ernor, however  the  men  had  again  suddenly 
disappeared  from  the  surface  of  the  ram- 
part j  so  that  when  the  Indians  finally  per- 


ceived their  leader  stood  unharmed  and 
unmolested,  on  the  spot  he  had  previously 
occupied,  the  excitement  died  away,  and 
they  once  more  assumed  their  attitude  of 
profound  attention. 

"What  thinks  the  groat  chief  of  theOt- 
tawasnow?"  asked  the  governor;— "did  he 
imagine  that  the  young  white  men  lie 
sleeping  like  beavers  in  their  dams,  when 
the  hunter  sets  his  traps  to  catch  them  ? — 
did  he  imagine  that  they  foresee  not  the  de- 
signs of  their  enemies  ?  and  that  they  arc  not 
always  on  the  watch  to  prevent  them?" 

"My  father  is  a  great  warrior,"  returned 
the  Indian;  "and  if  his  arm  is  full  of 
strength,  his  head  is  full  of  wisdom.  The 
chiefs  will  no  longer  hesitate; — they  will 
enter  the  stronghold  ai'  the  Saganaw,  and 
sit  with  him  in  the  council."  Uo  next  ad- 
dressed a  few  words,  and  in  a  language  not 
imderstood  by  those  upon  the  walls,  to  one 
of  the  younger  of  the  Indians.  The  latter 
acknowledged  his  sense  and  approbation  of 
what  was  said  to  him  by  an  essentient  and 
expressive  "ughl"  which  came  from  liis 
chest  without  any  apparent  motion  of  the 
lips,  much  in  the  manner  of  a  modern  ven- 
triloquist. IIo  theu  hastened,  with  rapid 
and  lengthened  boimdings,  across  the  com- 
mon towards  his  band.  After  the  lapse  of 
a  minute  or  two  from  reaching  them,  ano- 
ther simultaneous  cry  arose,  diflbring  in 
expression  from  any  that  had  hitherto  been 
heard.  It  was  one  denoting  submission  to 
the  will,  and  compliance  with  some  convey- 
ed desire,  of  their  superior. 

"Is  the  gate  or  the  Saganaw  open?" 
asked  the  latter,  as  soon  as  his  ear  had  been 
greeted  with  the  cry  wo  have  just  named. 
"  The  Ottawa  and  the  other  great  chiefs  are 
ready; — their  hearts  are  bold,  and  they 
throw  themselves  into  the  hands  of  the 
Saganaw  without  fear. 

"The  Ottawa  chief  knows  the  path," 
drily  rejoined  the  governor:  "when  he 
comes  in  peace,  ifc  is  ever  open  to  him ;  but 
when  his  young  men  press  i  t  with  tho  toma- 
hawk in  their  hands,  the  big  thunder  is 
roused  to  anger,  and  they  are  scattered 
away  like  the  leaves  of  the  forest  in  the 
storm.  Even  now,"  he  pmr.ued,  as  the 
little  band  of  Indians  moved  slowly  round 
the  walls,  "  the  gate  of  the  Saganaw  opens 
for  tho  Ottawa  and  the  other  chiefs." 

"  Let  the  most  vigilant  caution  be  used 
everywhere  along  the  works,  but  especially 
in  the  rear,"  continued  the  governor,  ad- 
dressing Captain  Blessington,  on  whom  the 
duty  of  the  day  had  devolved.  "Wo  are 
safe,  while  their  cliiefa  are  with  us ;  but 
still  it  will  be  necessary  to  watch  the  forest 
closely.  We  cannot  be  too  much  on  otu* 
guard.  The  men  had  better  remain  con- 
cealed, every  twentieth  file  only  standing 
up  to  form  a  look-out  chain.  If  any  move- 
ment of  a  suspicious  native  be  observed^ 
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lot  it  be  communicated  by  the  discharge 
of  a  single  musket,  tliat  the  drawbridge 
.may  bo  raised  on  the  instant."  With  the 
delivery  of  these  brief  instructions  ho  quit- 
ted the  rampart  with  the  majority  of  his 
officers.  Meanwhile,  hasty  preparations 
had  been  made  in  the  mess-room  to  receive 
tho  chiefs.  The  tables  had  been  removed, 
and  a  number  of  clean  rush  mats,  manu- 
i'actured  after  the  Indian  manner,  into 
various  figures  and  devices,  spread  carefully 
on  tho  floor.  At  the  further  end  from  the 
entrance  was  i^lacedasmall  table  and  chair, 
covered  with  scarlet  cloth.  This  was  con- 
siderably elevated  above  tho  surface  of  the 
floor,  and  intended  for  tho  governor.  On 
cither  bide  of  tho  room  near  these,  were 
ranged  anumberof  chairs  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  tho  inferior  ofiBcers. 

Major  Blackwater  received  the  chiefs  at 
the  gate.  Withaiirm^  proud  step,  rendered 
more  confident  by  his  very  imwillingness 
to  betray  anything  like  fear,  tho  tall,  and, 
as  Cajotain  Erskino  had  justly  designated 
him,  the  noble-looking  Ponteac  trod  the 
yielding  planks  that  might  in  tho  next 
anoment  cut  him  ofl^"  from  his  people  for 
ever.  The  other  chiefs,  following  the 
example  of  their  leader,  evinced  tho  same 
easy  fearlessness  of  demeanor,  nor  glanced 
once  beliind  them  to  see  if  there  was  any- 
thing to  justify  the  apprehension  of  liidden 
danger. 

TIio  Ottawa  was  evidently  mortified  at 
not  being  received  by  the  governor  in  per- 
son. '"My  father  is  not  here  !"  he  said 
fiercely  to  the  major : — "how  is  this  ?  Tlie 
Ottawa  and  tho  other  chief  are  kings  of  all 
their  tribes.  The  head  of  one  great  jieople 
should  bo  received  only  by  the  head  of  ano- 
ther great  i^eople  I" 

"  Our  father  sits  in  the  council-hall,"  re- 
turned the  major.  ' '  Ho  has  taken  his  seat 
that  he  may  receive  tho  warriors  witli  be- 
coming honor.  But  I  am  tho  second  chief, 
and  ourl'ather  hassontme  to  receive  them." 
To  the  i^roud  spirit  of  tho  Indian  this 
explanation  scarcely  sufficed.  For  a  mo- 
ment ho  seemed  to  struggle,  as  endeavor- 
ing to  stifle  his  keen  sensoof  an  affront  put 
upon  him.  At  length  ho  nodded  liis  head 
haughtily  and  condescendingly,  in  token  of 
assent ;  and  gathering  up  his  noblo  form, 
and  swelling  out  liis  chest,  as  with  a  view 
to  strike  terror  as  well  as  admiration  into 
the  hearts  of  those  by  whom  he  expected 
to  bo  surroimded,  stalked  majestically 
forward  at  the  head  of  his  confederates. 

An  indifferent  observer,  or  one  ignorant 
of  these  people,  would  have  been  at  fault ; 
but  those  who  understood  the  workings  of 
an  Indian's  spirit  could  not  have  been  de- 
ceived by  the  tranquil  exterior  of  these 
men.  The  rapid,  keen,  and  lively  glance — 
tho  suppressed  sneer  of  exultation — the 
ialf  start  of  surprise — the  low,  guttural,  and 


almost  inaudible  "ugh !"— all  these  indicat- 
ed tho  eagerness  with  which,  at  one  sly  but 
compendious  view,  thoy  embraced  the  whole 
interior  of  a  fort  which  it  was  of  such  vital 
importance  to  their  future  interests  thoy 
should  become  possessed  of,  yet  which  they 
had  60  long  and  so  unsuccessfully  at- 
tempted to  subdue.  As  they  advanced 
into  the  square,  they  looked  around,  expect- 
ing to  behold  the  full  array  of  their  enemies ; 
but,  to  their  astonishment,  not  a  soldier 
was  to  be  seen.  A  few  women  and  children 
only,  in  whom  curiosity  had  overcome  a  na- 
tural loathing  and  repugnance  to  the 
savages,  were  peeping  from  the  windows  of 
tho  block-houses.  Even  at  a  moment  like 
the  present,  the  fiercoinstinctoftheselatter 
was  not  to  be  controlled.  One  of  the 
children.terrified  at  tho  wild  appearanceof 
tho  v/arriors,  screamed  violently,  and  clung 
to  the  bosom  of  its  mother  for  protection. 
Fired  at  the  sound,  a  young  cliief  raised 
his  hand  to  his  lips,  and  was  about  to  peal 
forth  his  terrible  >var  whoop  in  tho  centre 
of  tho  fort,  when  the  eye  of  the  Ottawa 
suddenly  arrested  him. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

There  were  few  forms  of  courtesy  ob- 
served by  the  warriors  toward  the  English 
officers  on  entering  the  council  room. 
Ponteac,  who  had  collected  all  his  native 
haughtiness  into  one  proud  expression  of 
look  and  figure,  strode  in  without  taking 
tho  slightest  notice  even  of  the  governor. 
Tho  other  chiefs  imitated  his  example,  and 
all  too  their  seat  upon  the  matting  in  the 
order  prescribed  by  their  rank  among  the 
tribes,  and  their  experience  in  council.  The 
Ottawa  chief  sat  at  the  near  extremity  of 
the  room,  and  immediately  facing  the 
governor.  A  profound  silence  was  obser- 
ved for  some  minutesafter  the  Indians  had 
seated  themselves,  during  which  they  pro- 
ceeded to  fill  their  pipes.  The  handle  of 
that  of  the  Ottawa  chief  was  decorated  with 
numerous  feathers  fancifully  disposed. 

"  This  is  well,"  at  length  observed  the 
governor.  "  It  is  Ion  g  since  the  great  chiefs 
of  the  nations  have  smoked  the  sweet 
grass  in  the  council-hall  of  the  Saganaw. 
Wha,t  have  they  to  say,  that  their  young 
men  may  have  peace  to  hunt  the  beaver, 
and  to  leave  the  linnt  of  their  mocassins  in 
tho  country  of  the  buffalo  ?  What  says  the 
Ottawa  chief  ?" 

"  Tho  Ottawa  chief  is  a  great  warrior," 
returned  the  other,  haughtily ;  and  again 
repudiating,  in  the  indomitableness  of  his 
pride,  the  very  views  that  a  more  artful 
l^olicy  had  first  led  him  to  avow.  "  He  has 
already  said  that,  within  a  eingle  moon, 
nineof  the  strongholdsof  the  Saganaw  have 
faUen  into  his  hands,  and  that  the  Boalpa 
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of  the  white  men  fill  the  tents  of  his  warriors. 
If  the  redskins  wishfor  peace,  itis  because 
they  are  uick  with  spilling  the  blood  of 
their  enemies.    Does  my  father  hear?" 

"The  Ottawa  has  been  cunning  like  the 
fox,"  camly  returned  the  governor.  "  Uo 
went  with  deceit  on  liis  lips,  and  said  to 
the  great  chiefs  of  the  strongholds  of  the 
iSaganaw, — '  You  have  no  more  forts  upon 
the  lakes:  they  have  all  fallen  beforo  the 
red  skins :  they  gave  themselves  into  our 
hands  :  and  we  spared  their  lives,  and  sent 
them  down  to  the  great  towns  near  the  salt 
lake  .'  But  this  was  false :  the  chiefs  of 
i  he  Saganaws  believing  what  was  said  to 
I  hem,  gave  up  their  strong  holds:  but 
their  lives  were  not  spared,  and  the  grass 
of  theCanadas  is  yet  moist  with  their  blood. 
Does  the  Ottawa  hear?" 

Amazement  and  stupefaction  sat  for  a 
moment  on  the  features  of  the  Indians. 
Tlie  fact  was  as  had  been  stated  :  and  yet, 
f-o  completely  had  the  several  forts  been 
cut  off  from  all  communication,  it  was 
deemed  almost  impossible  one  could  have 
received  tidings  of  the  fate  of  the  other, 
unless  conveyed  through  the  Indians  them- 
selves. 

"  The  spies  of  the  Saganaw  have  been 
very  quick  to  escape  the  vigilance  of  the 
red  skins,"  at  length  replied  the  Ottawa ; 
'•  yet  they  have  returned  with  a  lie  upon 
their  lijis.  I  swear  by  the  Great  Spirit, 
that  nine  of  the  strongholds  of  the  Saganaw 
have  been  destroyed.  IIow  could  the 
Ottawa  go  with  deceit  upon  Iiis  lips,  when 
his  words  were  truth?" 

"  When  the  red  skins  said  so  to  the  war- 
riors of  the  last  forts  they  took,  they  said 
true ;  but  when  they  went  to  the  first,  and 
taid  that  all  the  rest  had  fallen,  they  used 
deceit.  A  great  nation  should  overcome 
their  enemies  like  warriors,  and  not  seek 
to  beguile  then  with  their  tongues  under 
the  edge  of  the  scalping  knife  1" 

"Why  did  the  Saganaw  come  into  the 
country  of  the  red  skins?"  haughtily  de- 
manded the  chief.  "Why  did  they  take 
our  hunting  grotmds  from  us  ?  Why  have 
they  strong  places  encircling  the  country  of 
tlie  Indians,  like  a  belt  of  wampum  round 
the  waist  of  a  warrior  ?" 

"This  is  not  true,"  rejoined  the  governor. 
"  It  was  not  the  Saganaw,  but  the  warriors 
of  the  pale  flag,  who  first  came  and  took 
away  the  hunting  grounds,  and  built  the 
strong  places.  The  great  father  of  the 
Saganaw  had  beaten  the  great  father  of  the 
pale  flag  quite  out  of  the  Canadas,  and  he 
iient  his  young  men  to  take  their  place  and 
to  make  peace  with  the  red  skins,  and  to 
trade  with  them,  and  to  call  them  brothers." 

"The  Saganaw  was  false,"  retorted  the 
Indian.  ' '  When  a  chief  of  the  Saganaw  came 
i'or  the  first  time  with  his  warriors  into  the 
country  of  the  Ottawas,  the  chief  of  the) 


Ottawas  stood  in  liis  path,  and  asked  him 
why,  and  from  whom  lie  came  ?  That  chief 
was  a  bold  warrior,  and  liis  heart  was  open 
and  the  Ottawa  liked  liim,  and  when  he  said 
ho  came  to  bo  friendly  with  the  red  skins, 
the  Ottawa  believed  him,  and  he  shook 
him  by  the  hand,  and  said  to  his  young  men, 
'Touch  not  the  life  of  a  Saganaw;  for  their 
clnof  is  the  friend  of  the  Ottawa  chief,  and 
liis  young  men  shall  be  the  friends  of  the 
red  warriors. '  Look, ' '  he  proceeded,  mark- 
ing liis  sense  of  the  discovery  by  another 
of  those  ojaculatory  "uglis!"  so  expressive 
of  surprise  in  an  Indian,  "at  the  right 
hand  of  my  father  I  see  a  cliief,"  pointing 
to  Captain  Erskine,  "  wlio  came  with  those 
of  the  Siiganaw  who  first  entered  the  coun- 
try of  the  Detroit ;— ask  that  chief  if  what 
the  Ottawa  says  is  not  true.  When  the 
Saganaw  said  ho  came  only  to  remove  the 
warriors  of  the  pale  flag,  that  he  might  be 
friendly  and  trade  with  the  rcl  skins,  the 
Ottawa  received  the  belt  of  wampum  he 
offered,  and  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace 
with  him,  and  he  made  his  men  bring  bags 
of  Inarched  com  to  his  warriors  who  wanted 
food,  and  he  sent  to  all  the  nations  on  the 
lakes,  and  said  to  them,  <  The  Saganaw  must 
pass  unhurt  to  the  stronghold  on  the  De- 
troit.' But  for  the  Ottawa,  not  a  Saganaw 
would  have  escaped ;  for  the  nations  were 
thirsting  for  their  blood,  and  the  knives 
of  the  warriors  were  eager  to  open  their 
scalps.  Ask  the  chief  who  sits  at  the  right 
hand  of  my  father,"  he  again  energetically 
repeated,  '•'  if  what  the  Ottawa  says  is  not 
true." 

"  Wliat  the  Ottawa  says  is  true,"  rejoined 
the  governor;  "  for  the  chief  who  sits  on 
my  right  hand  has  often  said  that,  but  for 
the  Ottawa,  the  small  number  of  the  war- 
riors of  the  Saganaw  must  have  been  cut  off; 
and  his  heart  is  big  with  kindness  to  the 
Ottawa  for  what  ho  did.  But  if  the  great 
chief  meant  to  be  friendly,  why  did  he 
declare  war  after  smoking  the  pipe  of  peace 
with  tlie  Saganaw?  Why  did  ho  destroy 
the  wigwams  of  the  settlers,  and  carry 
off  the  scalps  even  of  their  weak  women 
and  children?  All  this  has  the  Ottawa 
done ;  and  yet  he  says  that  he  wished  to 
be  friendly  with  my  young  men.  But  the 
Saganaw  is  not  a  fool.  He  knows  the  Ottawa 
chief  had  no  will  of  his  own.  On  the  right 
hand  of  the  Ottawa  sits  the  ^reat  chief  of 
the  Delawares,  and  on  his  left  the  great 
chief  of  the  Shawanees.  They  have  long 
been  the  sworn  enemies  of  the  Saganaw ; 
and  they  came  from  the  rivers  that  run 
near  the  salt  lake  to  stir  up  the  red  skins 
of  the  Detroit  to  war.  They  whispered 
wicked  words  in  the  ear  of  the  Ottawa  chief 
and  he  determined  to  take  up  the  bloody 
hatchet.  This  is  a  shame  to  a  great  war- 
rior. The  Ottawa  was  a  king  over  all  the 
tribes  in  the  country  of  the  fresh  lakes, 
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and  yet  he  weakly  took  council  like  a  wo- 
man from  another." 

'*  My  father  lies  1"  fiercely  retorted  the 
warrio!',  half  springing  to  hia  feet,  and  invol- 
untarily putting  his  hand  upon  his  toma- 
hawk. "If  the  settlers  of  the  iSaganaw 
liave  fallen,"  he  resumed  in  a  calmer  tone, 
while  he  again  sank  upon  his  m-it,  "  it  is 
because  they  did  not  keep  their  faith  with 
the  red  skms.  When  they  cjinio  weak, 
and  were  not  secure  in  tlieir  strongholds, 
their  tongues  were  smooth  and  full  of  soft 
words ;  but  when  they  became  strong  under 
the  protection  of  their  thunder,  they  no 
longer  treated  the  red  skins  as  their  friends 
and  they  laughed  at  them  for  letting  them 
come  into  their  country.  But,"  he  pur- 
sued, elevating  his  voice,  "  the  Ottawa  is  a 
great  chief  and  he  will  bo  respected." 
Then  adverting  in  bitterness  to  the  influ- 
ence supposed  to  be  cxiBrcised  over  him — 
"What  my  father  has  said  is  false.  The 
Shawanees  and  the  Delawares  had  no  talk 
with  tho  Ottawa  chief  to  make  him  do  what 
his  own  wisdom  did  not  tell  him." 

"Then,  if  the  talk  came  not  from  tho 
Shawanees  and  the  Delawares,  it  came 
from  the  spies  of  the  warriors  of  the  pale 
Hag.  The  great  father  of  the  French  was 
angry  with  the  great  father  of  the  iSaga- 
iiaw,  because  he  conquered  his  warriors  in 
many  battles ;  and  he  sent  wicked  men  to 
whisper  lies  of  the  Saganaw  into  the  ears 
of  the  red  skins,  and  to  make  them  take 
up  the  hatchet  against  them.  There  is  a 
tall  spy  at  this  moment  in  tho  camp  of  the 
redskins,"  he  pursued  with  earnestnesf, 
and  yet  pahng  as  he  spoke.  "  It  is  said  he 
is  the  bosom  friend  of  tho  great  chief  of 
the  Ottavvas.  But  I  will  not  believe  it  The 
head  'of  a  great  nation  would  not  be  die 
friend  of  a  spy — of  one  who  is  baser  thr  n  a 
dog.  His  people  would  despise  him ;  and 
they  would  say,  '  our  chief  is  not  fit  to  sit 
in  council  or  to  make  war ;  for  he  i?  led  by 
the  word  of  a  pale  face  who  is  without  ho- 
nor.'" 

The  swarthy  cheek  of  the  Indian  redden- 
ed, and  his  eye  kindled  into  fiie.  "There 
is  no  spy,  but  a  great  warrior  in  the 
camp  of  the  Ottawas,"  he  fiercely  replied. 
"Though  he  came  from  tho  country  that 
lies  beyond  the  salt  lake,  he  is  now  a  chief 
of  tho  red  skins,  and  his  arm  is  mighty 
and  his  heart  is  big.  Would  my  father 
know  why  he  has  become  a  chief  of  the 
Ottawas?"  he  pursued  with  scornful  exul- 
tation. "When  the  ftrongholds  of  the 
Saganaw  fell,  the  toraa^kawk  of  the  '  white 
warrior'  drank  more  blood  than  that  of  a 
red  skin,  and  hia  tent  is  hung  roimd  with 
poles  bending  under  the  weight  of  tho  scalps 
he  has  taken.  When  the  great  chief  of  the 
'^  tawas  dies,  the  pale  face  will  lead  his 
warriors,  and  take  the  first  seat  in  the  coun- 
cil.   The  Ottawa  chief  is  hia  friend." 


"  If  tho  pale  face  bo  the  friend  of  the  Ot- 
tawa," pursued  the  governor,  in  the  liopo 
of  obtaining  some  particular  intelligence  in 
regard  to  this  terrible  and  mysterious  being, 
"why  is  ho  not  here  to  sit  in  council  with 
tho  chiefs  V  Perhaps, ' '  he  proceeded  taimt- 
ingly,  an  ho  fancied  ho  perceived  a  disincli- 
nation on  the  part  of  tho  Indian  to  account 
for  tho  absence  of  the  warrior,  "  tho  pale  face 
is  not  worthy  to  take  his  place  among  tho 
headmen  of  the  council.  His  arm  rnaybe 
strong  like  that  of  a  warrior,  but  his  head 
may  bo  weak  like  that  of  a  woman:  orper- 
hajjs,  ho  is  ashamed  to  show  himself  before 
tho  pale  faces,  who  have  turned  him  out  of 
their  tribe." 

"My  father  lies  I"  again  unceremoniously 
retorted  the  warrior.  "  If  the  friend  of  tho 
Ottawa  is  not  here,  it  is  because  his  voice 
cannot  speak.  Does  my  father  recollect 
the  bridge  on  which  he  killed  his  young 
warrior?  Does  ho  recollect  the  terrible 
chase  of  tho  pale  face  by  the  friend  of  the 
Ottawa?  Ugh  I"  ho  continued,  as  his  at- 
tention was  now  diverted  to  another  object 
of  interest,  "  that  pale  face  was  swifter  than 
any  runner  among  the  red  skins,  and  for 
his  floctness  he  deserved  to  live  to  be  a 
great  hunter  in  the  Conadas ;  but  fear  broke 
his  heart — fear  of  the  friend  of  the  Ottawa 
chief.  The  red  skins  saw  him  fall  at  tho 
feet  of  th<.i  Saganaw  without  life,  and  they 
saw  the  young  warriors  bear  liim  off  in  their 
arms.  Is  not  tho  Ottawa  right?"  Tho 
Indian  paused,  threw  his  eye  rapidly  along 
the  room,  and  then  fixing  it  on  the  gover- 
nor, seemed  to  wait  with  deep  but  suppress- 
ed interest  for  his  reply. 

"Peace  to  the  bonesof  a  brave  warrior  1" 
seriously  and  evasively  returned  the  gover- 
nor :  "  the  pale  face  is  no  longer  in  the 
land  of  tho  Canadas,  and  the  young  war- 
riors  of  tho  Saganaw  are  sorry  for  his  loss  j 
but  what  would  the  Ottawa  say  of  the 
bridge  ?  and  what  has  the  palo  warrior,  tho 
friend  of  the  Ottawa,  to  do  with  it?" 

A  gleam  of  satisfaction  pervaded  the 
countenance  of  the  Indian,  as  he  eagerly 
bent  hia  oar  to  receive  the  assurance  that 
the  fugitive  was  no  more  j  but  when  allu- 
sion was  made  to  the  strange  warrior,  his 
brow  became  overcast,  and  he  repUed  with 
mingled  haughtiness  and  anger, — » '  Does  my 
father  ask  ?  He  has  dogs  of  spies  among  tho 
settlers  of  the  pale  flag,  but  the  tomahawk 
of  the  red  skins  will  find  them  out,  and  they 
shall  perish  even  aa  the  Saganaw  themselves. 
Two  nighta  ago,  when  the  warriora  of  the 
Qttawas  were  returning  from  the  scout  upon 
(he  common,  they  heard  the  voice  of  Oiion- 
dato,  the  wolf-dog  of  the  friend  of  the  Ot- 
tawa chief.  The  voice  came  from  the 
bridge  where  the  Saganaw  killed  his  young 
warrior,  and  it  called  upon  the  redskins  for 
assistance.  My  yoiing  men  gave  their  war 
,ciy,  andrau  like  wild  deer  to  destroy  tU^ 


WAC0U8TA  ;   OR,  THE  PROPHECY 


61 


f  theOt- 
he  liopo 
igenco  iix 
us  bning, 
ncil  with 
ed  taunt- 
disincli- 
)  account 
I)ale  faco 
nong  tlio 
n  may  be 
his  Lead 
i:  orper- 
ilf  before 
lim  out  of 

loniously 

nd  of  the 

his  voice 

recollect 

lis  young 

terrible 

id  of  the 

ns  his  at- 

her  object 

ifter  than 

and  for 

to  be  a 

■ear  broke 

le  Ottawa 

ill  at  the 

and  they 

)ff  in  their 

t?"     The 

idly  along 

ho  gover- 

;  suppress- 

warriorl"' 
the  gover- 
er  in  the 
oung  war- 
r  his  loss  j 
ay  of  the 
arrior,  the 
it?" 

mded  the 
lie  eagerly 
ranee  that 
vhen  allu- 
arrior,  his 
ipUed  with 
-"Does  my 
among  the 
tomahawk 
t,  and  they 
liemselves. 
iors  of  the 
scout  upon 
e  of  Onon- 
of  the  Ot- 

from  the 
I  his  young 
3d  skins  for 
o  their  war 
lestroy  the 


enemies  of  their  chief;  but  when  they  came 
the  spies  had  fled,  and  the  voice  of  Onon- 
dato  was  low  and  weak  as  tliat  of  a  new 
fawn  5  and  when  the  warriors  came  to  the 
other  end  of  the  bridge,  they  found  the 
pale  chief  lying  across  the  road  and  cover- 
etl  over  with  blood.  Tlioy  thought  he  was 
dead,  and  their  cry  was  terrible ;  for  the 
pale  warrior  is  a  great  chief,  and  the  Ut- 
tawas  love  him ;  but  when  they  looked  again 
they  saw  that  the  bloo<l  was  the  blood  of 
Onondato,  whose  throat  the  spies  of  the 
Haganaw  had  cut,  that  he  might  not  hunt 
them  and  give  them  to  the  tomahawk  of 
the  red  skins," 

Frequent  glances,  expressiveof  their  deep 
interest  in  the  announcement  of  this 
intelligence,  passed  between  the  governor 
and  his  officers.  It  was  clear  the  party  who 
had  encountered  the  terrible  warrior  of  the 
Fleur  do  Lis  were  not  spies  (for  none  were 
employed  by  the  garrison),  but  their  ad- 
venturous companions  who  had  so  re- 
cently quitted  them.  This  was  put  beyond 
all  doubt  by  the  night,  the  hour,  and  the 
not  less  important  fact  of  the  locality  ;  for 
it  was  from  the  bridge  described  by  the 
Indian,  near  which  the  Canadian  had  stated 
his  canoe  to  bo  chained,  they  were  to  em- 
bark on  their  perilous  and  imcertain 
enterprise.  The  question  of  their  own 
escape  from  danger  in  this  unlooked  for 
collision  with  so  powerful  and  ferocious 
an  enemy,  and  of  the  fidelity  of  the  Cana- 
dian, still  remained  involved  in  doubt, 
which  it  might  be  imprudent,  if  not  dan- 
gerous, to  seek  to  have  resolved,  by  any 
direct  remark  on  the  subject,  to  the  keen 
and  observant  warrior.  The  governor  re- 
moved this  diflBculty  by  artfully  observing, 
— "  The  great  chief  of  the  Ottawas  has  said 
they  wore  the  spies  of  the  Saganaw  who 
killed  the  pale  warrior.  His  young  men 
liavo  found  them,  then ;  or  how  could  he 
know  they  were  spies  ?' ' 

"Is  there  a  warrior  among  the  Saganaw 
who  dares  to  show  himself  in  the  path  of 
the  red  skins,  tmless  he  come  in  strength 
and  surrounded  by  his  thunder?"  was  the 
sneering  demand.  "  But  my  father  is 
wi'ong  if  ho  supposes  the  friend  of  the 
Ottawa  is  killed.  No,"  he  pursued  fierce- 
ly, "the  dogs  of  spies  could  not  kill  him ; 
they  were  afraid  to  face  so  terrible  a  war- 
rior. They  came  behind  him  in  the  dark, 
and  they  struck  him  on  the  head  like  co- 
wards and  foxes  as  they  were.  The  warrior 
of  tho  palo  face,  and  the  friend  of  the 
Ottawa  chief,  is  sick  but  not  dead.  He 
lies  without  motion  in  his  tent,  and  his 
voice  cannot  speak  to  his  friend  to  tell  him 
who  were  his  enemies,  that  he  may  bring 
their  scalps  to  hangup  within  his  wigwam. 
But  the  great  chief  will  soon  be  well,  and  his 
arm  ivill  be  stronger  than  ever  to  spill  the 
blood  of  the  Saganaw  as  he  has  done  before." 


"The  talk  of  tho  Ottawa  chief  is  strange," 
returned  tho  governor,  emphatically  an*' 
with  dignity.  "  IIo  says  hocomea  to  Hmoke 
the  pipe  of  peace  with  tho  Haganaw,  and 
yot  ho  talks  of  spilling  tlicir  blood  as  if  it 
was  water  from  tho  lake.  What  does  the 
Ottawa  mean?"  "  Ughl"  exclaimed  tho 
Indian,  in  his  surprise.  "  My  father  is 
right,  but  tho  Ottawannd  tho  Haganaw  have 
noL_y.'tnmoked  together.  When  they  h  no, 
tho  hatchet  will  bo  buried  for  ever.  Until 
then,  thoy  are  etill  enemies." 

During  this  long  and  important  colloquy 
of  tho  leading  parties,  the  strictest  silence 
liad  been  preserved  by  tlio  remainder  of 
tho  council.    Tho  inferior  chiefs  had  conti- 
nued deliberately  puffing  tho  smoke  from 
their  curled  lips,   as  thoy  sat  cross-legged 
on  their  mats,  and  nodding  their  heads  at 
intervals  in  confirmation  of  tho  occasional 
appeal  made  by  the  rapid  glance  of  the 
Ottawa,  and  uttering  their  guttural  "ugh!" 
whenever  any  observation  of  tho  parlant 
parties   touched  their  feelings,  or  called 
forth  their  surprise.    Tho  officers  had  been 
no  less  silent  and  attentive  listeners  to  a 
conversation  on  tho  issue  of  wliich  hung 
so  many  dear  and  paramount  interests.    A 
pause  in  tho  couferenco  gave  them  an  op- 
portunity of  commenting  in  a  low  tone  on 
tho  communication  made,   in  tho  strong 
excitement  of  his  pride,   by  tho  Ottawa 
cliief,  in  regard  to  tho  terrible  warrior  of 
tho  Flour  do  Lis,   who,   it  was  evident 
swayed  tho  councils  of  tho  Indians,  and 
consequently  exorcised  an  influence  over 
tho  ultimate  destinies  of  tho  English,  which 
it  was  impossible  to  contemplate  without 
alarm.     It  was  evident  to  all,  from  whatso- 
ever causo  it  might  arise,  this  man  cher- 
ished a  rancor  towards  certain  individuals 
in  tho  fort,   inducing  an  anxiety  in  its  re- 
duction scarcely  equalled  by  that  enter- 
tained on  tho  part  of  tho  Indians  them- 
selves.   Beyond    this,     however,   all  was 
mystery  and  doubt ;  nor  had  any  clue  been 
given  to  enable  them  to  arrive  even  at  a 
well  founded  apprehension  of  tho  motives 
which  had  given  birth  to  thovindictiveness 
of  purpose  so  universally  ascribed  to  him 
even  by  tho  savages  themselves. 

Tho  chiefs  aJsoavailed  themselves  of  this 
pause  in  the  conversation  of  tho  principals, 
to  sustain  a  low  and  animated  discussion. 
Those  of  tho  Shawaneo  and  Delewaro  na- 
tions were  especially  earnest ;  and,  as  they 
spoko  across  the  Ottawa,  betrayed,  by  their 
vehemence  of  gesture,  tho  action  of  somo 
strong  feeling  upon  their  minds,  tho  pre- 
cise nature  of  which  could  not  bo  ascertained 
from  their  speech  at  the  opposite  extre- 
mity of  the  room.  Tho  Ottawa  did  not 
deign  to  join  in  their  conversation,  but 
sat  smoking  his  pipe  in  all  the  calm  for- 
bidding dignity  of  a  proud  Indian  warrior 
conscious  of  his  own  importance. 
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"Does  tho  great  chief  of  tho  Ottawas, 
then,  seek  forpeacoin  Lis  heart  at  length?" 
reeumeil  tho  governor;  "or  is  ho  como  to 
thestrongholdofDetroit,  aHho  wpnttotho 
other  strongholds,  with  deceit  on  his  lips?" 
Tho  Indian  slowly  removed  the  pipe  from  his 
mouth,  iixcd  his  keen  cyo  6oarc}\ingly  on 
tliiit  of  tho  Cjuestionor  for  nearly  a  minute, 
and  then  briefly  and  haughtily  said,  ''The 
Ottawii  chiofluia  spoken.  ' 

"And  do  thogreat  chiefs  of  thoShawanees. 
and  tho  great  chiefs  of  tho  Delawares,  ancl 
tho  great  chiefs  of  tho  other  nations,  ask 
ibr  peaco  also?"  demanded  tho  governor. 
"  Ifso,  lot  tliemppeak  for  themselves,  and 
for  their  warriors." 

Wo  will  not  trespass  on  tho  reader  by  a 
transcript  of  tho  declarations  of  tho  inferior 
chiefs.  Each  in  his  turn  avowed  motives 
similar  to  thoso  of  tho  Ottawa  for  wishuig 
the  Jiatcliet  might  bo  buried  for  ever,  nnd 
that  their  young  men  should  minglo  once 
moro  in  confidence,  not  only  witii  tho 
English  troops,  but  with  tho  settlers,  who 
would  again  Ijo  brought  into  tho  country 
at  tho  cessation  of  hostilities.  'Wlaen  each 
had  spoken,  tho  Ottawa  passed  tho  i)ipo  of 
ceremony,  with  which  lio  was  provitled,  to 
the  governor.  Tholatter  i)ut  itto  his  lips, 
and  commenced  smoking.  Tho  Indians 
keenly,  and  half  furtively,  watched  the 
act;  and  looks  of  deep  intelligence,  that 
escaped  not  tho  notico  of  tho  equally  anx- 
ious and  observant  officers,  passed  among 
them. 

"  Tho  pipe  of  tho  great  chief  of  tho  Ot- 
tawas tmokes  Avell,"  calmly  remarked  the 
governor;  "but  tho  Ottawa  chief,  in  his 
hurry  to  como  and  aak  for  peaco,  has  made 
a  mistake.  Tho  pipo  and  all  its  ornaments 
are  red  liko  blood :  it  is  the  pipo  of  war, 
and  not  tho  pipo  of  peaco.  Tho  great  chief 
of  tho  Ottawas  will  bo  angry  with  himself; 
ho  has  entered  tho  Btronghold  of  tho  Saga- 
naw,  and  sat  in  tho  council,  without  doing 
any  good  for*  his  young  men.  The  Ottawa 
must  como  again." 

A  deep  but  subdued  expression  of  disap- 
pointment passed  over  tho  features  of  the 
chiefs.  They  watched  tho  countenances 
of  tho  officers,  to  seo  whether  tho  sub- 
stitution of  one  pipo  for  tho  other  had  been 
attributed,  in  their  estimation,  to  accident 
or  design.  There  was  nothing,  however,  to 
indicate  tho  slighteet  doubt  of  their  sin- 
cerity. 

"  My  father  is  right,"  replied  the  Indian, 
with  an  appearance  of  embarrassment, 
which,  whether  natural  or  ieigned,  had 
nothing  suspicious  in  it.  "  Tho  great  chief 
of  tho  Ottawas  has  been  foolish,  liko  an 
old  woman.  Tho  young  chiefs  of  his  tribe 
will  laugh  at  him  for  this.  But  tho  Ottawa 
chief  will  como  again,  and  the  other  chiefs 
with  him,  for  as  my  father  sees,  they  all 
wish  ior  peace ;  and  that  my  father  may 


know  all  tho  nations  wish  for  peace,  as  well 
aa  their  head  men,  tho  warriors  of  tho  Ot- 
tawa, and  of  tho  Wiawanco,  and  of  tho 
Delaware,  shall  play  at  ball  upon  tho 
conunon  to  amuso  his  yoxmg  men,  whilo 
tho  chiefs  sit  in  coimcil  with  tho  cliiefs  of 
tho  iSaganaw.  Tho  red  skins  shall  como 
naked,  and  without  their  rifles  and  their 
tomahawks;  and  even  tho  scjuawsof  tho 
warriors  shall  como  upon  tho  common,  to 
show  tho  iSaganaw  they  may  bo  without, 
fear.     Does  my  father  hoar  ?" 

"Tho  Ottawa  chief  saya  well,"  returned 
tho  governor ;  "but  will  tho  palo  friend  of 
tho  Ottawa  como  also  to  take  his  seat  in 
tho  council  hall  ?  Tho  great  chief  has  said 
tho  palo  warrior  has  become  tho  second 
chief  among  the  Ottawas  j  and  that  when 
ho  is  dead,  tho  palo  warrior  will  lead  tho 
Ottawas,  and  take  tho  lirstseat  in  tho  coun- 
cil. Uo,  too,  should  emoko  tho  pipo  of 
peace  with  tho  iSsigunaw,  that  they  may 
know  ho  his  no  longer  their  enemy." 

Tho  Indian  hesitated,  uttering  merely 
his  quick  ejaculatory  "ugh  I"  in  expression  of 
his  Burpriso  at  bo  unexpected  ft  requisition. 
'  Tho  palo  warrior,  tho  friend  of  tho  Otta- 
wa, is  very  sick"  ho  at  length  said;  "but  if 
tho  Great  Spirit  should  givo  him  back  hi^i 
voice  bei'oro  tho  chiefs  como  again  to  tho 
council,  tho  palo  faco  will  como  too.  If  my 
father  does  not  see  him  then,  ho  will  know 
tho  friend  of  tho  Ottawachiefis  very  sick." 

Tho  governor  deemed  it  prudent  not  to 
press  tho  question  too  closely,  lest  in  so  do- 
ing ho  should  cxcito  suspicion,  and  defeat 
his  own  object.  "Wlien  will  tho  Ottawa 
and  tho  other  chiefs  como  again  ?"  ho  ask- 
ed;  "  and  when  will  their  warriors  play  ball 
upon  the  common,  that  tho  Saganaw,  may 
seo  them  and  bo  amused?"  "When  tho 
sun  baa  travelled  so  many  times,"  replied 
Ponteao,  holding  up  three  fingers  of  his  loft 
hand.  "Then  will  tho  Ottawa  and  tho 
other  chiefs  bring  their  young  warriors  and 
their  young  women." 

"It  is  too  soon,"  was  tho  reply;  "tho 
Saganaw  must  havo  time  to  collect  their 
presents,  that  they  may  givo  them  to  tho 
young  warriors  who  aro  swiftest  at  tho  race, 
and  most  active  at  tho  ball.  Tho  great  chief 
of  tho  Ottawas  too,  must  let  tho  settlers  of 
tho  palo  flag,  who  aro  tho  friends  of  tho  red 
skins,  bring  in  food  for  tho  Saganaw,  that 
a  great  feast  may  be  given  to  tho  chiefs,  and 
to  the  warriors,  and  that  the  Saganaw  may 
make  peace  with  the  Ottawas  and  tho  other 
nations  as  becomes  a  great  people.  In 
tvyico  so  many  days,"  holding  up  three  of 
his  fingers  in  imitation  of  the  Indian,  "the 
Saganaw  will  bo  ready  to  receive  tho  chiefs 
in  council,  that  they  may  smoke  tho  pipo 
of  i)eace,  and  bury  the  hatchet  for.  What 
says  tho  great  chief  of  tho  Ottawas  ?" 

''  It  is  good,"  was  the  reply  of  tho  Indian, 
his  eye  lighting  up  with  deep  and  exulting 
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expression.  "  The  settlors  of  tbo  palo  flag 
nhall  bring  food  to  the  Haganaw.  Tho  Ot- 
tawa chief  will  send  thorn,  undhowill  desirt> 
Ilia  young  mou  not  to  prevent  them.  In  so 
many  days,  then,"  indicating  with  his  fing- 
ere,  '*  tho  great  chiofa  will  sit  again  in  coun- 
cil with  tho  Saganaw,  and  tho  Ottawa  chief 
will  not  bo  a  fool  to  bring  tho  pipo  ho  dooa 
not  want." 

With  this  assurance  the  conference  termi- 
nated. Ponteao  raised  hia  tall  frames  IVom 
tho  mat  on  which  ho  had  been  squatted, 
nodded  condescendingly  to  tho  governor, 
and  strode  haughtily  into  tho  square  or  urea 
of  tho  fort,  'i  ho  other  cliiefa  followed  hia 
example ;  and  to  Major  Blackwator  was 
again  aswigncd  tho  duty  of  accompanying 
1  hem  without  tho  works.  Tho  glance  of  tho 
savages,  and  that  of  I'onteuo  in  particular, 
was  loss  wary  thnii  at  tlicir  entrunco.  Each 
seemed  to  embraco  every  object  on  which 
tho  eyes  could  rest,  as  if  t<>  lix  its  j)usitioii 
indelibly  in  liia  rnomory.  Tho  young  cliii'f, 
who  hacl  been  so  suddenly  and  opportunely 
ohcokod  while  in  tho  veiy  act  of  pealing 
forth  hia  terriblo  war  whoop,  agiiin  looked 
up  at  tho  windows  of  tlio  block-houso,  in 
(juest  of  thoso  whom  hia  savage  instinct 
liad  already  devoted  in  intention  to  lua 
tomahawlc,  but  they  were  no  longer  tliero. 
Such  was  tho  silonco  that  reigned  every- 
where, tlio  fort  appeared  to  bo  tenanted 
only  by  tho  few  men  of  tho  guard,  who 
lingered  near  their  stations,  attentively 
watching  tho  Indians,  aa  they  passed  to- 
wards tho  gate.  A  very  few  minutea  suffic- 
ed to  bring  tho  latter  onco  nioro  in  tho 
midst  of  their  warriors,  whom  for  .a  few  mo- 
menta, tliey  harangued  earnestly,  when  tho 
wholo  body  again  moved  off  in  the  direction 
of  their  encampment. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

Tho  week  that  intervened  between  the 
visit  of  tho  chiefs  and  tho  day  appointed  for 
their  second  meeting  in  council,  was  passed 
by  tho  garrison  in  perfect  freedom  from 
alarm,  although,  as  usual,  in  diligent  watch- 
fulness and  preparations  for  casualties.  In 
comformity  with  hia  promise,  tho  Indian 
had  despatched  many  of  tho  Canadian  set- 
tlers, with  Buch  provisions  as  tho  country 
then  afforded,  to  tho  governor,  and  these, 
happy  to  obtain  tho  gold  of  tho  troops  in 
return  for  what  they  could  conveniently 
spare,  wero  not  slow  in  availing  themselves 
of  the  permission.  Dried  bear's  meat,  veni- 
son, and  Indian  corn,  composed  tho  subs- 
tance of  theso  supplies,  which  wero  in  suffi- 
cient abundance  to  produce  a  six  weeks'  in- 
crease to  tho  stock  of  tho  gaiTison.  Hither- 
to they  had  been  subsistiiig,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, upon  salt  provisions ;  tho  food  furtive- 
ly supplied  by  the  Canadians  being  necessa- 


rily, from  their  dread  of  detection,  on  bo  li- 
mited  a  scale,  tliat  a  very  small  portion  of 
tho  troops  hatl  been  enabled  to  profit  by  it. 
Thia,  therefore,  was  an  important  and  unex- 
pected benefit,  derived  from  tho  falling  in 
of  tho  garriaon  witii  tlio  professed  viowa  of 
tho  savages  ;  and  wliicli,  porhapa  few  officers 
would,  hko  Colonel  do  Ualdiniar,  liavo  poa- 
sesscd   tho  forethought  to  liavo  secured. 
But  although  it  Ecrvod  to  relievo  tho  animal 
wanta  of  tho  man.  thoro  was  littlo  to  roraovo 
hia  moral  incjuiotude.     Diacouniged  by  tho 
sanguinary  character  of  thowarlaro  in  which 
they  seemed  doomed  to  bo  forever  engaged, 
and  harassed  by  constant  watcliings, — sel- 
dom taking  off  their  dolhea  for  weeks  toge- 
ther,— tho  men  had  gradually  been  losing 
their  energy  of  spirit,  in  tho  contemplation 
of  tho  almost  irremodiablo  ovili  by  whicli 
'  thoy  wero  beset ;  and  looked  forward  witli 
sad  and  disheartening  conviction  to  a  fate, 
that  all  thinga  tended  to  prove  to  them  was 
unavoidable,  however  tho  period  of  ita  cou- 
suiumation  might  boprotracted.  Among  tho 
officers,  this  dejection,  although  proceeding 
from  aditl'erent  cause  waa  no  lesa  prevalent ; 
and  notwithstantling  tliey  sought  to  disguiso 
it  boforo  their  niou,  when  loft  to  themselveii 
tiioy  gavo  imlimited  rein  to  a  despondency 
hourly  acquiring  strength,  aa  tho  day  fixed 
on  for  tho  second  council  with  tho  iudians 
drew  near. 

At  length  camo  that  terriblo  and  eventful 
day,  and,  aa  if  in  mockery  of  thoso  whosaw 
no  beauty  in  ita  golden  beams,  arrayed  inull 
tho  gorgeous  softness  of  ita  autumnal  glory. 
Sad  and  heavy  woio  tho  hearta  of  many 
withui  that  far  distant  and  isolated  fort,  aa 
they  rose,  at  tho  first  glimmering  of  light 
abovo  tho  horizon,  to  prepare  for  tho  seve- 
ral duties  assigneil  them.  All  felt  tho  in- 
fluenco  of  a  feeling  that  laid  prostrate  tho 
moral  energies  even  of  tho  boldest;  but 
there  was  ono  young  officer  in  particular, 
who  exhibited  a  dejection,  degenerating  al- 
most into  stupefaction ;  and  moro  than  once, 
when  ho  received  an  order  from  hia  superior, 
hesitated  as  ono  who  either  heard  not,  or,  in 
attempting  to  perform  it,  mistook  tho  pur- 
port of  hia  instructions,  and  executed  some 
entirely  different  duty.  Tho  countenance  of 
thia  officer,  whose  attenuated  person  other- 
wise boro  traces  of  languor  and  debility,  but 
too  plainly  marked  tho  abstractedness  and 
terror  of  hia  mind,  while  tho  set  stiff  fea- 
tures and  contracted  muscles  of  tho  faco 
contributed  to  give  an  expression  of  vacui- 
ty, that  one  who  knew  him  not  might  havo 
interpreted  tmfavorably.  Several  times, 
during  the  inspection  of  hia  company  at  tho 
early  ijarade,  ho  was  seen  to  raise  hia  head, 
and  throw  forward  hia  ear,  as  if  expecting 
to  catch  tho  echo  of  some  horrible  and  ap- 
palling cry,  until  tho  men  themselves  re- 
marked, and  commented,  by  uiterchango 
of  looks,  on  tho  singular  conduct  of  their 


64 


wacodsta;  or,  tub  prophecy. 


officer,  whoflo  thouKhts  had  rvidently  no 
connection  with  thotlutyhowftH  peri'orming, 
or  thoBpot  on  nhich  ho  Btood. 

When  this  cuBtomary  inspection  hat! 
been  ocoomplinhed, — how  imperfectly  has 
])ccn  seen, — and  tho  men  dinmisaed  from 
their  ranks,  tho  samo  younKotlioor  wasob- 
tforvcd,  by  ono  who  followed  his  every  movo- 
ment  with  interest,  to  ascend  that  part  of 
tho  rampart  which  commanded  an  tmbro- 
ken  view  of  the  countiy  westward,  from  tho 
point  whero  tlio  encampment  of  tho  Indians 
was  supposed  to  lie,  <lown  to  tho  bridgo  on 
which  tho  terriblo  tragedy  of  Ilalloway's 
death  had  been  so  recently  enacted.  Un- 
conscious of  tho  presence  of  two  sentinels, 
who  movotl  tonnil  fro  near  their  rcspectivo 
posts,  on  cither  sido  of  him,  tho  youngoHi 
cer  folded  Ium  arms,  and  gazed  in  that  direc- 
tion for  Honio  minutes,  with  his  wholo  Boul 
riveted  on  tho  scene.  Then,  ns  if  overcome 
by  rocoUectiona  called  up  by  tlrnt  on  which 
ho  gazed,  ho  covered  his  eyes  hurriedly 
with  Ills  hands,  and  betrayed,  by  tho  con- 
vulsed movement  of  his  slender  form,  he 
was  weeping  bitterly.  Tho  paroxysm  past, 
ho  uncovered  his  face,  sank  with  ono  knee 
upon  tho  ground,  and  upraising  his  clasped 
hands,  as  if  in  appeal  toliis  God,  seemed  to 
pray  deeply  and  fervently.  In  this  attitude 
ho  continued  for  somo  moments,  when  ho 
becamo  sensiblo  of  tho  approach  of  an  in- 
truder. IIo  raised  himself  from  his  knee, 
turned,  and  beheld  ono  whoso  countenance 
was  stamped  with  a  dejection  scarcely  infer- 
ior to  his  own.     It  was  Captain  Blessington. 

"Charles,  my  dear  Charles  I  "  exclaimed 
tho  latter  hurriedly,  as  ho  laid  his  hand 
upon  tho  shoulder  of  tho  emaciated  Do  Ilal- 
dimar,  "  consider  you  aro  not  alone.  For 
God's  Bake,  check  this  weakness!  There 
.are  men  observing  you  on  every  side,  and 
your  strango  manner  has  already  been  the 
subject  of  remark  in  tho  company." 

"When  tho  heart  is  sick,    like  mine," 
replied  tho  youth,  in  a  tone  of  fearful  des- 
pondency, "  it  is  aliko  reckless  of  forrasand 
careless  of  appearances.     I  trust,  how  ver. ' 
and  hero  spoko  the  soldier,  "  th''''^- 
withm  this  fort  who  will  belie'  ^ 

courageous,  because  I  hiivo  bet  .  to 

bend  my  kneo  in  suppUcation  t'  God. 

I  did  not  think  thatt/o«,  Blessingtuu,  luld 
have  been  tho  tirst  to  condemn  tho  act." 

"  I  condemn  it,  Charles !  you  mistako  me, 
indeed  you  do,"  feelingly  returned  his  Cap- 
tain, secretly  pahied  at  tho  mild  reproach 
contained  in  tho  concluding  sentence;  "  but 
thero  aro  two  things  to  bo  considered.  In 
tho  tirst  instance,  the  men  who  aro  yet  in 
ignoranco  of  tho  great  evils  with  which  we 
aro  threatened,  may  mistako  tho  cause  of 
your  agitation ;  you  were  in  tears  just  now 
Charles,  and  the  sentinels  must  have  remark- 
ed it  as  well  as  myself.  I  would  not  have 
them  to  believe  that  ono  of  their  officers 


was  affected  by  tho  anticipation  of  cominf^ 
disaster,  in  ii  way  their  own  hearts  aro  iuoiv- 
pablo  of  estimating.  You  understand  nM», 
Charles  ?  I  would  not  havo  them  too  much 
discouraged  by  an  oxamplo  that  may  be- 
como  infectious." 

"  I  do  imderstimd  you,  Blessington,"  and 
a  forced  and  sickly  smilo  i)layod  for  a  mo- 
ment over  tho  wan  yet  handsome  features 
of  tho  young  ofllcor;  "  you  woidd  not  haro 
mo  appear  iv  weeping  coward  in  their  eyes." 

"  Nay,  dear  Charles,  I  did  not  say  it." 

"But  you  meant  it,  Blessington ;  yet,  think 
not," — and  he  warmly  pressotl  the  hand  of 
his  captain, — "  think  not,  I  repeat,  I  tako 
your  hint  in  any  other  than  tho  friendly 
light  in  whic^li  it  was  intended.  That  I  havo 
been  no  coward,  however,  I  hope  I  havo 
given  proof  more  thauonoo  before  tho  men, 
most  of  whom  hiivo  known  mo  from  my 
cnidle ;  yet,  whatever  they  may  think,  is 
to  me,  at  this  moment,  a  matter  of  utter 
inditference.  Blessington,"  and  again  tho 
tears  roUetl  from  his  fixed  eyes  over  his 
cheek,  while  lie  jjointed  with  his  finger  to 
the  western  horizon,  "I  havo  neither  thought 
nor  feeling  for  myself;  my  whole  heart  lies 
buried  there.  Oh,  God  of  Heaven  1"  he 
pursued,  after  apause,  and  again  raising  his 
eyes  in  supplication,  "avert  tho  dreadful 
destiny  tliat  awaits  my  beloved  sister." 

"Charles,  Charles,  if  only  for  that  sis- 
ter's sake,  then,  cahu  an  agitation  which, 
if  thus  indulged  in,  will  assuredly  destroy 
you.  All  will  yet  bo  weU.  Tho  delay  ob- 
tained by  your  father  has  been  sufficient  for 
tho  purpose  jiroposcd.  Let  us  hope  for 
tho  best :  if  wo  aro  deceived  in  our  expec- 
tation, it  will  then  bo  time  enough  to  indulge 
in  a  grief,  which  could  scarcely  bo  exceed- 
ed were  tho  fearful  misgivings  of  your 
mind  to  bo  realized  before  your  eyes." 

' '  Blessington, ' '  returned  tho  young  officer 
— and  his  features  exhibited  tho  liveliest  im- 
ago of  despair, — "all  hope  has  long  Bince 
been  extinct  in  my  breast.  See  you  yon 
(1  ',♦•  Jen'h?"  ho  mournfully  pursued, 

poini  .,,  1  til*  fatal  bridge,  which  was 
thrown  into  full  relief  against  the  placid 
bosom  of  ^he  Detroit:  "  recollect  you  the 
scene  tb  was  acted  on  it?  As  forme,  it 
i^  ever  pi.  sent  to  my  mind, — it  haunts  mo 
II  my  thoughts  by  day,  and  in  my  dreams 
Ijy  night.  I  shall  never  forget  it  while  me- 
mory is  loft  to  curse  me  with  tho  power  of 
retrospection.  On  th  very  spot  on  which 
I  now  stand  was  I  bor  in  a  chair,  to  wit- 
ness the  dreadful  punishment ;  you  see  tho 
stono  at  my  feet,  T  marked  it  by  that.  I 
saw  you  conduct  llalloway  to  the  centre  of 
the  bridge;  I  beheld  h  a  kneel  to  rcceivft 
liis  death ;  I  saw,  ti  lio  terrible  race  for 
lifo  that  interrupt*  the  proceedings;  1 
marked  tho  sudden  iip-spring  of  Halloway, 
his  feet  upon  tho  coffin,  and  tho  exulting 
waving  of  his  hand,  as  ho  seemed  to  recog- 
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niao  tho  rivals  for  maHt'Ty  in  tho  rac«. 
Then  was  hoaitl  tho  fatal  volley,  and  I 
HHWthodoath-Htniggloof  him  who  luulHavod 
my  brother's  life.  I  could  havt^  duA  too 
ut  that  moment;  ttn<l  would  to  I'rovidonco 
I liad I butitwasothci'wi.Hodiiorood.  My  ach- 
ing interest  was,  for  a  moni(>nt,  diverted  by 
tlio  fearful  ehaso  now  renewed  upon  tlu^ 
hoiglit;  and,  in  common  witli  those  around 
me,  I  watched  tho  otlbrtH  of  tho  j)ursuer 
ami  tho  pursued  with  puinl'ul  oamt  stness 
nnd  doubt  as  to  the  linul  result.  Ah,  Blcss- 
ington,  why  was  tliis  not  all  V  The  t«!rril)lo 
shriek  uttered  at  the  moment  when  tho  fu- 
gitive fell,  ajyparently  dcuid,  at  tho  feet  of 
the  firing  l)arty,  reached  uh  oven  hero.  1 
felt  aw  if  my  heart  muHt  have  burst,  for  1  knew 
it  to  bo  tho  Hhriek  of  poor  Ellen  Halloway, 
— the  suffering  wife, — tho  broken-hearteil 
woman  who  had  so  recently  in  all  tho  wild 
abandonment  of  her  grief,  wetted  my  [ill- 
low,  and  oven  my  cheek  with  her  burning 
tears,  whilo  supplicathig  an  intercession 
with  my  father  lor  mercy,  which  I  know  it 
would  bo  utterly  fruitless  to  promise.  Tho 
discovery  of  her  exchange  of  clothes  with 
ono  of  tho  drum  boys  of  tho  grenadiers 
W.18  mado  soon  after  you  left  tho  fort.  1 
saw  her  leap  upon  tho  coffin,  and  standing 
over  tho  body  of  hor  unhappy  husband, 
raise  her  hantls  to  iieaven  in  adjuration, 
and  my  heart  died  within  me.  I  recollect- 
ed the  words  she  liad  spoken  on  a  previou" 
occasion,  during  tho  first  examination  of 
Halloway,  and  1  felt  it  to  bo  tho  prophetic 
denunciation,  then  threatened,  that  she 
was  now  uttering  on  all  tho  race  of  Do  Hal- 
dimar.  I  saw  no  more,  Bloasington.  Sick, 
<lizzy,  and  with  every  faculty  of  my  rrand 
annihilated,  I  turned  away  from  tho  hoirid 
scene,  and  was  again  borne  to  my  room." 

Captain  Elessington  was  deeply  affected  ; 
for  there  was  a  solemnity  in  tho  voice  of 
the  young  officer  that  carried  conviction  to 
tho  heart. 

The  attention  of  both  was  diverted  by 
tho  report  of  a  musket  from  tho  roar  of  tho 
fort.  Presently  afterwards,  tho  word  waa 
passed  along  the  chain  of  sentinels  upon 
tho  ramparts,  that  tho  Indians  were  issuing 
in  force  from  the  forest  upon  tho  common 
near  the  bomb-proof.  Then  was  heard,  as 
the  sentinel  at  tho  gate  deUvored  tho  pass- 
word, tho  heavy  roll  of  tho  drum  summon- 
ing to  arms. 

'•Hal  hero  already  !"  said  Captain  Eless- 
ington, as,  glancing  towards  tho  forest,  he 
beheld  tho  skirt  of  tho  wood  now  alivo  with 
dusky  human  forms:  "Ponteac's  visit  is 
earlier  than  we  had  been  taught  to  expect; 
but  we  are  as  well  prepared  to  receive  him 
now  as  later ;  and,  in  fact,  tho  sooner  the 
interview  is  terminated,  the  sooner  we  shall 
know  what  we  have  to  depend  upon.  Come, 
Charles,  we  must  join  the  company;  and  let 
me  entreat  you  to  evince  less  despondency 

5 


before  the  men.  it  it  hartl,  I  know,  to 
i-ustain  an  artificial  clmraotor  imder  such 
disheartening  oircumstancivH ;  wtill,  for  ox- 
amphi's  sake,  it  must  Im>  done." 

"  What  I  can  I  will  do,  lilessmgton,"  re- 
joined th(!  youth,  asthoy  both  mov<^d  from 
the  ramparts;"  Imt  tho  tiisk  is,  in  truth,  one 
to  whuh  r  find  myself  wholly  unequal. 
How  do  1  know  that,  even  at  this  moment, 
my  defenceless,  terrified,  and  iimocent  sis- 
ter may  not  bo  invoking  tho  namoand  arm 
of  her  brother  to  save  her  fromdestruction." 

"Trust  in  Providence,  Charles.  Even 
although  our  worst  apprehensions  bo  real 
ised,  us  I  fervently  trust  they  will  not,  your 
sister  may  Ijo  spared.  Tho  Canadian  could 
not  liavo  been  unfaithful,  or  we  should  have 
learnt  something  of  his  treach<>ry  from  the 
Indians.  Another  week  will  contirni  us  in 
the  truth  or  fallacy  of  our  ini|)ressions. 
Until  then  let  us  arm  our  hearts  with  hope. 
Trust  mo,  we  shall  yet  seo  tho  laughing 
eyes  of  Clara  fill  with  tears  of  atfectiou,  as 
I  recount  to  her  all  hor  too  sonsitivo  and 
too  desponding  brother  has  suffered  for  her 
sake. " 

Do  Ilaldimar  made  no  reply,  lie  deeply 
ftslt  tho  kind  intention  of  his  captain,  but 
was  far  from  cherisliiug  tho  hope  tluit  had 
been  recommended,  lie  sighed  heavily, 
pressed  tho  arm  on  which  ho  leaned,  in 
gratitude  for  tho  motive,  and  moved  silently 
with  his  friend  to  join  their  company  below 
tiio  rampart. 


CIIAPTER  XV. 

Meanwhile  the  white  flag  had  again  been 
raised  by  tho  Indians  upon  tho  bomb-proof; 
and  this  having  been  readily  met  by  a  cor- 
responding signal  from  tho  fort,  a  numerous 
band  of  savages  now  issued  from  tho  cover 
with  which  thoir  dark  forms  had  hitherto 
been  identified,  and  spread  themselves  far 
and  near  upon  tho  common.  On  this  occa- 
sion they  were  without  arms,  ollensivo  or 
defensive,  of  any  kind,  if  wo  may  except  the 
knife  which  was  always  carried  at  tho  gir- 
dle,and  which  constituted  a  part  rather  of 
their  necessary  di'ess  than  of  their  warlike 
equipment.  These  warriors  might  have 
been  about  five  hundred  in  iiuuibor,  and 
were  composed  chiefly  of  picked  men  from 
the  nations  of  tho  Ottawas,  the  Delawares, 
and  tho  Shawanees ;  each  race  being  distinct- 
ly recognisable  from  the  others  by  certain 
peculiarities  of  form  and  feature  which 
individualised,  if  we  may  so  term  it,  the 
several  tribes.  Theu'  only  covering  was  the 
legging  before  described,  composed  in  some 
instances  of  cloth,  but  principally  of  smoked 
deerskin,  and  the  flap  that  passed  thi-ough 
the  gii-dle  around  the  loins,  by  which  the 
straps  attached  to  the  leggings  were  secured. 
Their  bodies,  necks,  and  arms  were,  with  tho 
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exception  of  a  few  slight  ornaments,  entirely 
naked ;  and  even  the  blankets,  that  served 
them  as  a  couch  by  night  and  a  covering  by 
day,  had,  with  one  single  exception,  been 
dispensed  with^  apparently  with  a  view  to 
avoid  anything  like  encumbrance  in  their 
approaching  sport.  Each  individual  was 
provided  with  a  stout  sapling  of  about  three 
feet  in  length,  curved,  and  flattened^t  the 
root  extremity,  like  that  used  at  the  Irish 
liurdle ;  which  game,  in  fact,  the  manner  of 
ball-plajring  among  the  Indians  in  every  way 
resembled. 

Interrpersed  among  these  warriors  were 
a  nearly  equal  number  of  squaws.  These 
were  to  be  seen  lounging  carelessly  about 
in  small  groups,  and  were  of  all  ages;  from 
the  hoary-headed,  shrivelled-up  hag,  whoso 
eyes  still  sparlded  with  a  tiro  that  her  lank 
a;;  fnattenuated  frame  denied,  to  the  young 
girl  of  twelve,  whose  dark  and  glowing 
cheek,  rounded  bust,  and  penetrating 
glance,  bore  striking  evidence  of  the  pre- 
cociousnoss  of  Indian  beauty.  These  latter 
looked  with  evident  interest  on  the  sports 
of  the  young  warriors,  who,  throwing  down 
their  hurdles,  either  vied  with  each  otlier 
in  the  short  but  incredibly  swift  foot-race, 
or  indulged  themselves  in  wrestling  and 
leaping,  while  their  companions,  abandoned 
to  tlie  full  security  they  felt  to  bo  attached 
to  the  white  flag  waving  on  the  fort,  lay  at 
their  lazy  length  upon  the  sward,  ostensibly 
following  the  movements  of  tlio  several 
competitors  in  these  sports,  but  in  reality 
with  heart  and  eye  directed  solely  to  the 
fortification  thatlay  beyond.  Each  of  these 
female?,  in  addition  to  the  machecoti,  oi' 
petticoat,  which  in  one  solid  square  of 
broad-cloth  was  tightly  wrappedarr  .nd  the 
loins,  also  carried  a  blanket  loosely  thi-own 
around  the  person,  butclosely  confined  over 
the  shoulders  in  front,  and  reaching  below 
the  knee.  There  was  an  air  of  constraint 
in  their  movements,  which  accorded  ill  with 
the  occasion  of  festivity  for  whi^h  they 
were  a3sembled ;  and  it  was  remarkable, 
whether  it  arose  from  deference  to  those  to 
whom  they  were  slaves,  as  well  as  vrives  and 
daughters,  or  from  whatever  other  cause  it 
might  be,  none  of  themventured  torechne 
themselves  upon  the  sward  in  imitation  of 
the  warriors. 

When  it  had  been  made  known  to  the 
governor  that  the  Indians  had  begun  to  do- 
velope  themselves  in  force  upon  the  com- 
mon unarmed,  yet  redolent  with  the  spirit 
that  was  to  direct  their  meditated  sports,  the 
soldiers  were  dismissed  from  their  resj'ec- 
tive  companies  to  the  ramparts;  where 
they  were  now  to  bo  seen,  not  dravra  up  in 
formidable  andhostile  array,  but  collected 
together  in  careless  groups,  and  simply  in 
their  nide-arms.  This  reciprocation  of  con- 
fidence on  the  part  of  the  garrison  was 
acknowledged  by  the  Indians  by  marks  of 


approbation,  expressed  as  much  by  the 
sudden  and  classic  disposition  of  their 
fine  forms  into  attitudes  strikingly  illus- 
trative of  their  admiration  and  ploaeure, 
as  by  the  interjectional  sounds  that  pass- 
ed from  one  to  the  other  of  the  throng. 
From  the  increased  alacrity  with  which  they 
now  lent  themselves  to  the  preparatory 
and  inferior  amusements  of  tho  day,  it  was 
evident  their  satisfaction  was  complete. 

Hitherto  the  principal  chiefs  had,  as  on 
the  previous  occasion,  occupied  the  bomb- 
proof; and  now,  as  then,  they  appeared  to 
be  deliberating  among  themselves,  but  evi- 
dently ina  more  energetic  and  serious  man- 
ner. At  length  they  separated,  when  Pon- 
teac,  accompanied  by  the  chiefs  who  liad 
attended  him  on  tho  former  day,  once  more 
led  in  tho  direction  of  tho  fort.  Tho  mo- 
ment of  his  atlvanco  was  the  signal  for  the 
conmiencement  of  tho  priacipal  game.  In 
an  instant  those  of  tlio  warriors  who  lay 
reclining  on  tho  sward  sprang  to  their  feet, 
while  the  wrestlers  and  racers  resumed  their 
hurdles,  and  prejiarcd  tiiemselves  for  the 
trial  of  mingled  skill  and  swiftness.  At 
first  they  formed  a  dense  group  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  common  ;  and  then,  diverging  in 
two  equal  files  both  to  tho  right  and  to'lho 
left  of  tho  immediate  centre,  where  tho 
large  ball  was  placed,  formed  an  open  chain 
extending  froni  the  sliirt  of  the  forest  to 
tho  commencement  of  tho  village.  On  tho 
one  side  were  ranged  the  Delawares  and 
Shawanees,  and  on  the  other  tho  more 
numorous  nations  of  the  Ottawas.  Tho 
women  of  these  several  tribes,  apparently 
much  interested  in  the  issue  of  an  amuse- 
ment in  which  the  manliness  and  activity 
of  their  respective  friends  were  staked, 
had  gradually  and  imperceptibly  gained  the 
front  of  the  fort,  where  they  were  now 
huddled  in  groups,  at  about  twenty  paccsi 
from  the  drawbridge,  and  bending  eagerly 
forward  to  command  the  movements  of  tho 
ball-players. 

In  his  circuit  round  toe  walls,  Ponteac 
waa  seen  to  remark  the  confiding  appear- 
ance of  tho  unarmed  soldiery  with  a  satis- 
faction that  was  not  sought  to  be  disguis- 
ed ;  and  from  tho  manner  in  which  he  threw 
his  glance  along  each  face  of  the  rampart, 
it  was  evident  his  object  was  to  embrace 
the  numerical  strength  collected  there.  It 
was  moreover  observed,  when  he  passed 
the  groupsof  squaws  on  his  way  to  the  gate 
ho  addressed  some  words  in  a  strange 
tongue  to  the  elder  matrons  of  eacli. 

Once  more  the  dark  warriors  were  receiv- 
ed at  the  gate,  by  Major  Blackwater;  and, 
as  with  firm  but  elastic  tread,  they  moved 
across  the  square,  each  throwhis  eyes  rapid- 
ly and  anxiously  around,  and  witli  less  of 
concealment  in  his  manner  than  had  been 
manifested  on  the  foi-mer  occasion.  On 
eveiy  hand  the  same  air  of  nakedness  and 
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desertion  met  their  gaze.  Not  even  a  sol- 
dier of  the  guard  was  to  bo  seen ;  and  when 
they  cast  their  eyes  upwards  to  the  windows 
of  the  block-houses,  they  were  found  to  be 
tenantless  as  the  area  through  which  tliey 
passed.  A  gleam  of  fierce  satisfaction  per- 
vaded the  swarthy  countenances  of  the  In- 
dians ;  and  the  features  of  Ponteac,  in 
particular,  expressed  he  deepest  exultation. 
Instead  of  leading  his  party,  he  now  brought 
up  the  rear;  and  when  arrived  in  tho  centre 
of  the  fort,  he,  without  any  visible  cause 
for  the  accident,  stumbled,  and  fell  to  the 
earth.  The  other  chiefs  for  tho  moment 
lost  sight  of  their  oMinary  gravity,  and 
marked  their  sense  of  the  circumstance  by 
a  prolonged  sound  partaking  of  the  mingled 
character  of  a  laugh  and  a  yell.  Startled 
at  tho  cry,  Major  Blackwater,  who  was 
in  front,  turned  to  ascertain  the  cause.  At 
that  moment  Ponteac  sprang  lightly  again 
to  his  feet,  responding  to  the  yell  of  his 
(confederates  by  another  even  more  start- 
ling, fierce,  and  prolonged  than  their  own. 
He  then  stalked  proudly  to  tho  head  of  the 
party,  and  even  preceded  Major  Blackwater 
into  the  council  room. 

In  this  rude  theatre  of  conference  some 
changes  had  been  made  since  their  recent 
visit,  which  escaped  not  the  observation  of 
ihe  quick-sighted  chiefs.  Their  mats  lay  in 
tho  position  they  had  previously  occupied, 
and  the  chairs  of  the  officers  were  placed 
as  before,  but  the  room  itself  had  been  con- 
siderably enlarged.  Tho  slight  partition 
terminating  the  interior  extremity  of  the 
mess-room,  and  dividing  it  from  that  of  one 
of  the  officers,  had  been  removed  j  and  mid- 
way through  this,  extending  entirely  across, 
was  dravsTi  a  curtain  of  scarlet  cloth,  against 
which  the  imposing  figure  of  the  governor, 
eUivated  as  his  seat  was  above  those  of  the 
other  officers,  was  thrown  into  strong  relief. 
There  was  another  change,  that  escaped  not 
tho  observation  of  the  Indians,  and  that  was, 
not  moro  than  one  half  of  the  officers  who 
had  been  present  at  the  first  conference 
were  now  in  the  room.  Of  these  latter,  one 
had,  moreover,  been  sent  away  by  the  gov- 
ernor the  moment  the  chiefs  were  ushered 
in. 

"  Ugh  1"  ejaculated  the  proud  leader,  as 
ho  took  his  seat  unceremoniously,  and  yet 
not  without  reluctance,  upon  the  mat. 
"The  council  room  of  my  father,  is  bigger 
than  when  the  Ottawa  was  here  before,  yet 
the  mr^:ber  of  his  chiefs  is  not  so  many." 

"Thf>  great  chief  of  the  Ottawas  knows 
that  the  Saganaw  has  promised  the  red 
Hkins  a  feast,"  returned  the  governor. 
"Wore  he  to  leave  it  to  his  young  wiirriors 
to  provide  it,  he  would  not  be  able  to  re- 
ceive the  Ottawa  like  a  great  chief,  and  to 
make  peace  with  him  as  ho  could  wish." 

"My  father  has  a  great  deal  of  cloth,  red, 
like  the  blood  of  a  palo  face,"  pursued  the 


Indian,  rather  in  demand  than  in  observa- 
tion,  as  he  pomted  ynth  his  finger  to  the 
opposite  end  of  the  room.  "When  th© 
Ottawa  was  here  last,  he  did  not  see  it." 

"The  great  chief  of  the  Ottawas  knows 
that  the  great  father  of  the  Saganaw  has  a 
big  heart  to  make  presents  to  the  red  skins. 
Tho  cloth  the  Ottawa  sees  there  is  sufficient 
to  make  leggings  for  the  chiefs  of  all  tho 
nations." 

Apparently  satisfietl  with  liis  reply,  tho 
fierce  Indian  uttered  one  of  liis  strong  gut- 
tural and  assentient  "  ughs,"  and  then  com- 
menced filling  the  pipe  of  peace,  correct  on 
the  present  occasion  in  all  ifco  ornaments, 
which  1-13  handed  to  him  by  tho  Delaware 
chief.  It  was  remarked  by  the  officers  this 
operation  took  up  an  unusual  long  portion 
of  liis  time,  and  that  ho  frequently  turned 
his  ear,  like  a  horse  stirred  by  the  hunts- 
man's horn,  with  quick  and  irrepressible 
eagerness  towards  the  door. 

"The  pale  warrior,  the  friend  of  the  Ot- 
ttiwa  chief,  it  not  here,"  said  the  governor, 
as  lie  glanced  his  eye  along  the  semicircle 
of  Indians.  "How  is  this"?  Is  his  voice- 
still  sick,  tliat  ho  cannot  come ;  or  has  the- 
great  cliief  of  the  Ottawas  forgotten  to  tell 
him?" 

"The  voice  of  the  palo  warrior  is  still 
sick,  and  he  cannot  speak,"  replied  the 
Indian.  "The  Ottawa  chief  is  very  sorry; 
for  the  tongue  of  his  friend  the  pale  face 
is  full  of  wisdom." 

Scarcely  had  the  last  words  escaped  his 
lips,  when  a  wild  shill  cry  from  without  the 
fort  rang  on  the  ears  "of  tho  assembled 
council,  and  caused  a  momentary  commo- 
tion among  the  officers.  It  arose  from  a 
single  voice,  and  that  voico  could  not  he 
mistaken  by  any  who  had  heard  it  once  be- 
fore. A  second  or  two,  during  which  the 
officers  and  chiefs  kept  their  eyes  intently 
fixed  on  each  other,  passed  anxiously  away, 
and  then  nearer  to  tho  gate,  apparently 
on  the  very  drawbridge  itself,  was  pealed 
forth  the  wild  and  deafening  yell  of  a  le- 
gion of  devilish  voices.  At  that  sound, 
the  Ottawa  and  the  other  chiefs  sprang  to 
their  feet,  and  their  own  fierce  cry  respond- 
ed to  that  yet  vibrating  on  the  ears,  of  all. 
Already  were  tho  gleaming  tomahawks 
brandished  widly  over  their  heads,  and  Pon- 
teac had  even  bounded  a  paco  forward  to 
reach  the  governor  with  the  deadly  weapon, 
when  at  the  sudden  stamping  of  the  foofc 
of  the  latter  upon  the  floor,  the  scarlet 
cloth  in  the  rear  was  thrown  aside,  and 
twenty  soldiers,  their  eyes  glancing  along 
tho  baiTcls  of  their  levelled  muskets,  met 
the  startled  gaze  of  the  astonished  Indians. 

An  instant  was  enough  to  satisfy  tha 
chief  of  tho  true  state  of  the  case.  The 
calm  composed  mien  of  the  officers,  not 
one  of  whom  had  even  attempted  to  quit 
his  seat,  amid  the  din  by  wbjch  his  ears 
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were  so  alarmingly  assailed, — the  trium- 
X^hant,  yetdignified,  and  even  severe  expres- 
sion of  the  governor's  countenance,  and 
above  all,  the  unexpected  presence  of  the 
prepared  soldiery, — all  these  at  once  assured 
liim  of  the  discovery  of  his  treachery,  and 
the  danger  that  awaited  him.  The  neces- 
sity for  an  immediate  attempt  to  join  his 
warriors  without,  was  now  obvious  to  the 
Ottawa ;  and  scarcely  had  he  conceived  the 
idea  before  it  was  sought  to  be  executed. 
In  a  single  spring  he  gained  the  door  of  the 
mess-room,  and,  followed  eagerly  and  tu- 
multuously  by  the  other  chiefs,  to  whose 
departure  no  opposition  was  offered,  in 
the  next  moment  stood  on  the  steps  of  the 
jiiazza  that  ran  along  the  front  of  the  build- 
ing whence  he  had  issued. 

The  surprise  of  the  Indians  on  reaching 
this  point  was  now  too  powerful  to  be 
dissembled;  and  incapable  either  of  ad- 
vancmg  or  receding,  they  remained  gazing 
on  the  scene  before  them  with  an  air  of 
mingled  stupefaction,  rage  and  alarm. 
Scarcely  ten  minutes  had  elapsed  since 
tliey  had  proudly  strode  through  the 
naked  area  of  the  fort,  and  yet,  even  in 
that  short  space  of  time,  its  appearance 
had  been  entirely  changed.  Not  a  part 
was  there  now  of  the  surrounding  buildings 
that  was  not  redolent  with  human  life,  and 
hostile  preparation.  Through  every  window 
of  the  officers'  low  rooms,  was  to  be  seen 
the  dark  and  frowning  muzzle  of  a  field- 
piece,  bearing  upon  the  gateway ;  and  bo- 
hind  these  were  artillerymen,  holding  their 
lighted  matches,  supported  again  by  files 
of  bayonets,  that  glittered  in  their  rear. 
In  the  block-houses  the  same  formidable 
array  of  field-peices  and  muskets  was  visi- 
ble; while  from  the  four  angles  of  the 
square,  as  many  heavy  guns,  that  had  been 
artfully  masked  at  the  entrance  of  the 
chiefs,  seemed  ready  to  sweep  away  every 
thing  that  should  come  before  them.  The 
guard  room  near  the  gate  presented  the 
same  hostile  front.  The  doors  of  this,  as 
well  as  of  the  other  buildings,  had  been 
firmly  secured  within  ;  but  from  every  wm- 
dow  affording  cover  to  the  troops,  gleamed 
a  lino  of  bayonets  rising  above  the  threat- 
ening field-pieces,  pointed,  at  a  distance  of 
little  more  than  twelve  feet,  directly  upon 
the  gateway.  In  addition  to  his  musket, 
each  man  of  the  guard  moreover  held  a 
liand  grenade,  provided  with  a  short  fuze 
that  could  bo  ignited  in  a  moment  from 
the  matches  of  the  gunners,  and  with  im- 
mediate effect.  The  soldiers  in  the  block- 
houses weio  similarly  provided. 

Almost  magical  as  was  the  change  thus 
suddenly  effected  in  the  appearance  of  the 
garrison,  it  was  not  the  most  interesting 
feature  in  the  exciting  scone.  CJ.'Oking 
up  tho  gateway,  in  which  theywero  con^- 
pletely  wedged,   and  crowding  tho  draw- 


bridge, a  dense  mass  of  dusky  Indians  were  < 
to  be  seen  casting  their  iiorce  glances 
around  ;  yet  paralyzed  in  their  movements 
by  the  imlooked  for  display  of  a  resisting 
force,  threatening  instant  annihilation  to 
those  who  should  attempt  cither  to  advance 
or  to  recede.  Never,  perhaps,  was  aston- 
ishment and  disappointment  more  forcibly 
depicted  on  tho  human  countenance,  than 
as  they  were  now  exhibited  by  these  men, 
who  had  aheady,  in  imagination,  secured 
to  themselves  an  easy  conquest.  They 
were  tho  warriors  who  had  so  recently  been 
engaged  in  tho  manly  yet  innocent  exer- 
cise of  the  ball ;  but,  instead  of  the  harm- 
less hurdle,  each  now  carried  a  short  gun  m 
one  hand  and  a  gleammg  tomahawk  in  tho 
other.  After  the  first  general  yelling  heard 
in  tho  coimcil-room  not  a  sound  was  utter- 
ed. Then"  burst  of  rago  and  triumph  had 
evidently  been  checked  by  the  unexpected 
manner  of  their  reception,  and  they  now 
stood  on  the  spot  on  which  the  further  ad- 
vance of  each  had  been  ai-rested,  so  silent 
and  motionless,  that,  but  for  the  rolling  of 
their  dark  eyes,  as  they  keenly  measured 
tho  insurmountable  barriers  that  were  op- 
posed to  their  progress,  they  might  almost 
have  been  taken  for  a  wild  group  of  sta- 
tuary. 

ConspTcuous  at  the  head  of  these  was  ho 
who  wore  tho  blanket ;  a  tall  warrior,  on 
whom  rested  the  startled  eye  of  every  offi- 
cer and  soldier  who  was  so  situated  as  to 
behold  liim.  His  face  was  painted  blacP 
as  death ;  and  as  he  stood  imder  the  arch  oi' 
the  gateway,  with  his  white  turbaned  head 
towering  far  above  those  of  his  companions, 
this  formidablo  and  mysterious  enemy  might 
have  been  likened  to  the  spirit  of  darkness 
presiding  over  his  terrible  legions. 

In  order  to  account  for  the  extraordinary 
appearance  of  the  Indians,  armed  in  every 
way  for  death,  at  a  moment  when  neither 
gun  nor  tomahawk  was  apparently  within 
miles  of  their  reach,  it  will  bo  necessary  to 
revert  to  tho  first  entrance  of  tho  cliiefs 
into  tho  fort.  The  fall  of  Ponteac  had  been 
the  effect  of  design;  and  the  yell  jjealed 
forth  by  him,  on  recovering  his  feet,  as  if 
in  taimting  reply  to  tho  laugh  of  his  com- 
rades, was  in  reality  a  signal  intended  for 
the  guidance  of  tho  Indians  without.  Theso 
now  following  up  their  gamo  with  increas- 
ing spirit,  at  once  changed  tho  direction  of 
their  line,  bringing  the  ball  nearer  to  tho 
fort.  In  their  eagerness  to  effect  this  object 
they  had  overlooked  the  gradual  secession 
of  tho  unarmed  troops,  spectators  of  their 
sport,  from  tho  ramparts,  imtil  scarcely 
more  than  twenty  stragglers  were  left.  aV 
they  neared  tho  gate,  the  squaws  broke  up 
thou-  several  groups,  and,  forming  a  line  on 
either  hand  of  tho  road  leading  to  thi; 
drawbridge,  appeared  to  separate  solely 
with  a  view  not  to  impede  tho  action  of  the 
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]ilayers.  For  an  instant  a  dense  group  col- 
lected around  the  ball,  which  bad  been  dri- 
\en  to  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  gate, 
and  fifty  hurdles  were  crossed  in  their  en- 
deavors to  secure  it,  when  the  warrior,  who 
formed  the  solitary  exception  to  the  multi- 
tude, in  his  blanket  covering,  and  who  had 
liecn  hngering  in  the  extreme  rear  of  the 
party,  came  rapidly  up  to  the  spot  where 
the  well-afFected  struggle  was  maintained. 
At  his  approach,  the  hurdles  of  the  other 
players  were  withdrawn,  when,  at  a  single 
lilow  of  his  powerful  arm,  the  ball  was  seen 
flying  into  the  air  in  an  oblique  direction, 
and  was  for  a  moment  lost  altogether  to  the 
view.  When  it  again  met  the  eye,  it  was 
descending  perpendicularly  into  the  very 
centre  of  the  fort. 

With  the  fleetness  of  thought  now  com- 
menced a  race  that  had  ostensibly  for  its 
object  the  recovery  of  the  lost  ball;  and  in 
wliich,  he  who  h:id  driven  it  with  such 
resistless  force,  outstripped  them  all.  Their 
course  lay  between  tho  two  lines  of  squaws, 
and  scarcely  had  the  heads  of  the  bounding 
Indians  reached  the  opposite  extremity  of 
those  linos,  when  the  women  suddenly  threw 
back  their  blankets,  and  disclosed  each  a 
short  guii  and  a  to'iiahawk.  To  throw  away 
their  huixUes  and  seize  upon  these,  was  the 
work  of  an  instant.  Already,  in  imagina- 
tion, was  the  fort  their  own,  and,  such  was 
the  pecidiar  exultation  of  the  black  and 
tiirbaned  warrior,  when  he  felt  the  i;)lanks 
of  the  drawbridge  bending  beneath  his  feet, 
all  the  ferocious  joy  of  his  soul  was  pealed 
forth  in  the  terrible  cry  which  rapidly  suc- 
ceeded by  that  of  the  other  Indians,  had 
resoimded  so  fearfully  tlu'ough  the  council 
room.  What  their  disappointment  was, 
when,  on  gaining  the  interior,  they  found 
the  garrison  prepared  for  their  reception, 
lias  already  been  shown. 

"Secure  that  traitor,  men!"  exclaimed 
the  governor,  advancing  into  the  square, 
and  pointing  to  the  black  warrior,  whose 
rollick  eye  was  now  glancing  on  eveiy  side, 
to  discover  some  assailable  point  in  the  for- 
midable defences  of  the  troops. 

A  laugh  of  scorn  and  derision  escaped 
the  lips  of  the  warrior.  "Is  there  a  man — 
are  there  any  ten  men,  even  with  Governor 
I  le  Haldiinar  at  their  head,  who  will  be  bold 
'■nough  to  attemptit?"  he  asked.  "  Nay!"' 
lie  pursued,  stepping  boldly  a  pace  or  two 
in  front  of  the  wondering  savages, — "  hero  I 
i^tand  singly,  and  defy  your  whole  gaiTison !" 

A  sudden  movement  among  the  soldiers 
in  the  guard-room  announced  they  were 
preparing  to  execute  the  order  of  their 
<hief.  The  eye  of  the  black  warrior  spark- 
led with  ferocious  pleasure  ;  and  he  made  a 
gesture  to  his  followers,  which  was  replied 
to  by  tho  sudden  tension  of  their  hitherto 
relaxed  forms  into  attitudes  of  expectance 
and  preparation. 


"  Stay,  men ;  quit  not  your  cover  for  your 
lives  !"  commanded  the  governor  in  a  loud 
deep  voice: — "keep  the  bamcades  fast, 
and  move  not." 

A  cloud  of  anger  and  disappointment 
passed  over  Hvi  features  of  the  black  war- 
rior. It  was  evident  the  object  of  his  bra- 
vado was  to  draw  the  troops  from  theirde- 
fences,  that  they  might  be  so  mingled  with 
their  enemies  as  to  render  the  cannon  use- 
less, unless  friends  and  foes  (  which  was  by 
no  means  probable)  should  alike  be  sacri- 
fioed.  The  governor  had  penetrated  the  de- 
sign  in  time  to  prevent  the  mischief. 

In  a  moment  of  uncontrollable  rage,  the 
savage  warrior  aimed  his  tomalwwk  at  the 
head  of  the  governor.  The  latter  stepped 
Ughtly  aside,  and  the  steel  sank  with  such 
force  into  one  of  the  posts  supporting  the 
piazza,  that  tho  quivering  handle  snapped 
close  off  at  its  head.  At  that  moment,  a 
single  shot,  fired  from  the  guai-d-house,  was 
drowned  in  the  yell  of  approbation  which 
burst  from  the  lips  of  the  dark  crowd. 
The  turban  of  the  warrior  was,  however, 
seen  flying  through  tho  air,  carried  away 
by  the  force  of  the  bullet  which  had  torn 
it  from  his  head.  He  himself  was  unharm- 
ed. 

"A  narrow  escape  for  us  both.  Colonel 
do  Ilaldimar,"  he  observed,  assoonfvs  the 
yell  had  subsided,  and  with  an  air  of  the 
most  perfect  unconcern.  "Had  my  toma- 
hawk obeyed  the  first  impulse  of  my  heart, 
I  should  have  cursed  myself  and  died :  as 
it  is,  I  have  reason  to  avoid  all  useless  ex- 
posure of  my  own  life,  at  present.  A  se- 
cond bullet  may  he  better  directed;  and 
to  die.  robbed  of  my  revenge,  would  ill 
answer  the  purpose  of  a  life  devoted  to  its 
attainment,     liemember  my  pledge  1" 

At  the  hasty  command  of  the  governor, 
a  hundred  muskets  were  raised  to  the 
shoulders  of  his  men  ;  but,  before  a  single 
eye  could  glance  along  the  barrel,  tho  for- 
midable and  active  warrior  had  bounded 
over  the  heads  of  the  nearest  Indians  into 
a  small  space  that  was  left  unoccupied : 
when,  stooping  suddenly  to  the  earth,  he 
disappeared  altogether  from  the  view  of  his 
enemies.  A  slight  moving  in  tho  cen- 
tre of  the  numerous  band  crowding  the 
gateway,  and  extending  even  beyond  the 
bridge,  was  now  discernible  :  it  was  like  the 
waving  of  a  field  of  standing  corn,  through 
which  some  animal  rapidly  winds  its  tor- 
tuous course,  bending  aside  as  the  object 
advances,  and  closing  again  when  it  has 
passed.  After  the  lapse  of  a  minute,  the 
terrible  warrior  was  seen  to  spring  again  to 
his  feet,  far  in  the  rear  of  the  band; 
and  then,  uttering  .t  tierce  shout  of  exul- 
tation to  make  good  his  retreat  towards  the 
forest 

Meanwhile,  Ponteac  and  the  other  chiefs 
of  the   council  continued  rooted  to  the 
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piazza  on  which  they  had  rushed  at  the 
unexpected  display  of  the  armed  men  be- 
hind the  scarlet  curiam.  The  loud  " 
Waiigh  "  that  burst  from  the  lips  of  all,  on 
finding  themselves  thus  foiled  in  their 
schemes  of  massacre,  had  been  succeeded, 
the  iiistant  afterwards,  by  feelings  of  per- 
sonal appreliension,  which  each,  however, 
had  collecteduess  enough  to  disguise. 
Once  the  Ottawa  made  a  movement  as  if  he 
would  have  rileared  the  space  that  kejit 
him  from  his  .arriors  ;  but  the  emphatical 
pomting  of  the  finger  of  Colonel  de  Ilaldi- 
mar  to  the  levelled  muskets  of  the  men  in 
the  block-houses  prevented  him,  and  the  at- 
temi^t  was  not  repeated.  It  was  remarked 
by  the  officers,  who  also  stood  on  the  piazza, 
close  behind  tho  chiefs,  when  the  black 
"wan'ior  threw  his  tomahawk  at  the  gover- 
nor, a  shade  of  displeasure  passed  over  tho 
features  of  tho  Ottawa ;  and  that,  when  he 
found  the  daring  attempt  was  not  retaliat- 
ed  on  his  people,  his  countenance  had  been 
momentarily  lighted  up  with  a  satisfied  ex- 
pression, apparently  marldng  his  sense  of 
forbearance  so  imexpectodly  shown. 

''  What  says  the  great  chief  of  the  Otta- 
waanow?"  asked  the  governor,  calmly,  and 
breaking  a  profound  silence  that  had  suc- 
ceeded to  the  last  tierce  yell  of  the  formida- 
ble being  jus  t  departed.  "Was  the  Saganaw 
not  right  when  ho  said  the  Ottawa  came 
Avith  guile  in  his  heart,  and  a  lie  upon  his 
lips?  But  tho  Saganaw  is  not  a  fool,  and  he 
can  read  tho  thoughts  of  his  enemies  upon 
their  faces,  and  long  before  their  lips  have 
spoken." 

"  Ugh  I"  ejaculated  the  Indian:  "my 
father  is  a  great  chief,  and  his  head  is  full 
of  wisdom.  Had  he  been  feeble,  like  the 
other  chiefs  of  the  Saganaw,  tho  strong- 
hold of  the  Detroit  must  have  fallen,  and 
the  red  skins  would  have  danced  their  war 
dance  round  the  scalps  of  his  yotnag  men, 
even  in  the  council  room  were  they  came 
to  talk  of  peace." 

"Does  the  great  chief  of  the  Ottawas  see 
the  big  thunder  of  the  Saganaw?"  pursued 
the  governor;  "if  not,  let  him  open  his 
^yes  and  look.  The  Saganaw  has  but  to 
move  his  lips,  and  swifter  than  the  light- 
ning would  the  pale  faces  sweep  away  the 
warriors  of  the  Ottawa,  even  where  they 
now  stand :  in  less  time  than  the  Saganaw 
is  now  speaking,  would  they  mow  them  down 
like  the  grass  of  the  prairie." 

"Ugh  I"  again  exclaimed  the  chief,  with 
mixed  doggedness  and  fierceness :  "if  what 
my  father  says  is  true,  why  does  ho  not 
pour  out  his  anger  upon  the  red  skins?" 

"Let  the  great  chief  of  the  Ottawas  lis- 
ten." replied  the  governor  with  dignity. 
"When  the  great  chiefs  of  all  tho  na- 
tions that  are  in  league  with  the  Ottawas 
came  last  to  the  council,  tho  Saganaw  knew 
that  they  carried  deceit  in  their  hearts,  and 


that  they  never  meant  to  smoke  tho 
pipe  of  i^eaco  or  to  bury  the  hatchet  in 
the  ground.  Tho  Saganaw  might  have 
kept  them  prisoners,  that  their  warriors 
might  be  without  a  head ;  but  he  had  given 
his  word  to  the  great  cliief  of  the  Ottawas, 
and  the  word  of  a  Saganaw  is  never  broken. 
Even  now,  wliile  both  the  chiefs  and  tho 
warriors  are  in  his  power,  he  will  not  slay 
them,  for  ho  wishes  to  show  tho  Ot- 
tawa tho  desire  of  the  Saganaw  is  to  bo 
friendly  with  the  red  skins,  and  pot  to  des- 
troy them.  Wicked  men  from  tho  Canadas 
have  whisi^ered  lies  in  tho  ear  of  the  Otta- 
wa; but  a  great  chief  should  judge  for  him- 
self, and  take  council  only  from  tho  wisdom 
of  his  own  heart.  The  Ottawa  and  his 
warriors  may  go,"  he  resumed,  after  a  short 
pause' '  the  path  by  which  they  camo  is 
again  open  to  them.  Let  them  depart  in 
I^eace ;  the  big  thunder  of  the  Saganaw 
shall  not  harm  them." 

The  countenance  of  the  Indian,  who 
had  clearly  seen  the  danger  of  his  posi- 
tion, wore  an  expression  of  surprise  wliich 
could  not  be  dissembled ;  low  exclamations 
passed  between  him  and  his  companions ; 
and  then  pointing  to  the  tomahawk  that 
lay  half  buiied  in  the  wood  he  said  doubt- 
ingly,— 

"  It  was  the  pale  face,  tho  fiiend  of  tho 
great  chief  of  the  Ottawas,  who  struck  tho 
hatchet  at  my  father.  The  Ottawa  is  not  a 
fool  to  believe  the  Saganaw  can  sleep  with- 
out revenge." 

"The  great  chief  of  tho  Ottawas  shall 
know  us  better,"  was  the  reply.  "Tho 
young  wan-iors  of  the  Saganaw  might  de- 
stroy their  enemies  where  they  now  stand, 
but  they  seek  not  their  blood.  When  tho 
Ottawa  chief  takes  coimcil  from  his  own 
heart,  and  not  from  the  lips  of  a  cowardly 
dog  of  a  pale  face,  who  strikes  his  toma- 
hawk and  then  flies,  his  wisdom  will  tell 
liim  to  make  i^eace  with  the  Saganaw, 
whose  warriors  are  without  treachery,  even 
as  they  are  without  fear." 

Another  of  those  deep  interjectional 
"uglis"  escaped  the  chest  of  the  proud 
Indian. 

"What  my  father  says  is  good,"  ho  re- 
turned ;  "  but  the  pale  face  is  a  great  war- 
rior, and  the  Ottawa  chief  is  his  friend. 
"The  Ottawa  will  go." 

He  then  addressed  a  few  sentences,  in  a 
tongue  unknown  to  the  officers,  to  tho 
swarthy  and  anxious  crowd  in  front.  These 
were  answered  by  a  low,  sullen  yet  assen- 
tient  grunt,  from  the  united  band,  who 
now  turned,  though  with  justifiable  caution 
and  distnist,  and  recrossed  the  drawbridge 
without  hindrance  from  the  troops.  Pon- 
teao  waited  until  the  last  Indian  had  de- 
parted, and  then  making  a  movement  to 
the  governor,  which  with  all  its  haughtiness, 
was  meant  to  mark  his  sense  of  the  forbear- 
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ance and  good  faith  that  had  been  manifest- 
ed, once  more  stalked  proudly  and  calmly 
across  tho  area,  followed  by  the  remainder 
of  tho  chiefs.  Tho  officers  who  were  with 
the  governor  ascended  to  tho  ramparts,  to 
follow  their  movements;  and  it  was  not 
before  their  report  had  been  made  that  tho 
Indians  were  emerghig  once  more  into 
the  heart  of  tho  forest,  tho  troops  were 
withdrawn  from  their  formidable  defences, 
and  tho  gate  of  the  fort  again  lirmly  se- 
du-ed. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

While  tho  reader  is  left  to  pause  over 
the  rapid  succession  of  incidents  resulting 
from  the  mysterious  entrance  of  tho  warrior 
of  tho  Flcur  do  Lis  into  tho  English  fort, 
bo  it  our  task  to  explain  tho  circumstances 
connected  with  tho  lingular  disa])pearanco 
of  Captain  do  Ilaldimar,  and  the  melan- 
choly mm'der  of  his  unfortunate  servant. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  tho  ill-fated 
Ilalloway,  in  tho  comse  of  his  defence  be- 
fore tho  court  martial  distinctly  stated  the 
voice  of  tho  individual  who  had  approached 
his  post,  calling  on  tho  name  of  Captain 
do  Ilaldimar,  on  tho  night  of  the  alarm,  to 
havo  been  that  of  a  t'cmalo,  and  that  tho 
language  in  wliich  tlicy  subseiiuently  con- 
versed was  tliatof  tho  Ottawalndians.  This 
was  strictly  the  fact ;  and  tho  only  error  in- 
to which  the  unfortunate  soldier  had  fallen, 
had  reference  merely  to  tho  character  and 
motives  of  tho  party.  lie  had  naturally 
imagined,  as  he  had  stated,  it  was  some 
young  female  of  the  village,  whom  attach- 
ment for  his  officer  had  driven  to  tho 
desperate  determination  of  seeking  an  in- 
terview} nor  was  this  impression  at  all 
weakened  by  tho  subsequent  discourse  of 
tho  parties  in  the  Indian  tongue,  with 
which  it  was  well  known,  most  of  the  Ca- 
nadians, both  male  and  female,  were  more 
or  less  conversant.  Tho  object  of  that 
short,  low,  and  hurried  conference  was 
indeed,  ono  that  well  warranted  tho  singu- 
lar intrusion;  and,  in  the  declaration  of 
Ilalloway,  we  havo  ah-eady  seen  tho  impor- 
tance and  anxiety  attached  by  tho  young 
officer  to  the  communication.  Without 
waiting  to  repeat  tho  motives  assigned  for 
his  departure,  and  the  prayers  and  expos- 
tulations to  which  ho  had  recourse  to  over- 
come the  determination  and  sense  of  duty 
of  tho  unfortunate  Bentinel,  let  us  pass  at 
onco  to  tho  moment  when,  after  having 
cleared  tho  ditch,  conjointly  with  his  faith- 
ful follower,  in  the  maiuier  already  shown, 
Captain  do  Ilaldimar  first  stood  side  by  side 
with  his  midnight  visitant. 

Tho  night,  it  has  elsewhere  been  observ- 
ed, was  clear  and  starry,  so  that  objects 
upon  the  common,  such  as  the  rude  stump 


that  here  and  there  raised  its  dark  low 
head  above  the  surface,  might  be  dimly 
seen  in  the  distance.  To  obviate  the  dan- 
ger of  discovery  by  the  sentinels,  appeared, 
to  be  tho  first  study  of  tho  female;  for, 
when  Captain  do  Ilaldimar,  followed  by  Lis 
servant,  had  reached  tho  siJOton  wliich  she 
stood,  sho  put  tho  forefinger  of  ono  hand 
to  her  lips,  and  with  the  other  pointed  to 
his  booted  i'oot.  A  corresponding  signal 
showed  that  the  lightness  of  the  material 
offereil  little  risk  of  betrayal.  Donellan, 
however,  was  made  to  dott'  liis  heavy  am- 
unition  shoes ;  and,  with  this  precaution, 
they  all  stole  hastily  along,  under  the  sha- 
dows of  the  projecting,  ramparts,  until 
they  had  gained  the  extreme  rear.  Here 
tho  female  suddenly  raised  her  tall  figm-e 
fiom  tho  stooping  position  in  which  she, 
as  well  as  her  companions,  had  performed 
the  dangerous  circuit;  and,  placing  her 
finger  once  more  signilicantly  on  her  lips, 
led  in  the  direction  of  the  bomb-proof,  un- 
perceived  by  the  sentinels,  most  of  whom, 
it  is  probable,  had,  up  to  the  moment  of 
tho  alarm  subsecjuently  given,  been  too 
much  overcome  by  i)revious  watching  and 
excitement  to  have  kept  the  most  vigilant 
look  out. 

Arrived  at  the  skirt  of  the  forest,  the  little 
party  drew  up  within  the  shadow  of  the 
ruin,  and  a  short  and  earnest  dialogue  en- 
sued, in  Indian,  between  the  female  and 
tho  officer.  This  was  succeeded  by  a  com- 
mand from  the  latter  to  his  tsorvant,  ^vho, 
after  a  momentary  but  respectful  expostu- 
lation, which,  however,  was  utterly  lost  on 
him  to  whom  it  was  addressed,  proceeded 
to  divest  himself  of  his  humble  apparel,  as- 
suming in  exchange  the  more  elegant  uni- 
form of  his  superior.  Donellan,  who  was 
also  of  the  grenadiers,  was  remarkable  for 
tho  resemblance  ho  bore,  in  figure,  to  Cap- 
tain do  Ilaldimar ;  wanting,  it  is  true,  the 
grace  and  freedom  of  movement  of  the  lat- 
ter, but  still  presenting  an  outline  which, 
in  an  attitude  of  profound  repose,  might, 
as  it  subsequently  did,  have  set  even  those 
who  were  most  intimate  with  tho  officer  at 
fault. 

''This  is  well,"  observed  the  female,  as 
the  young  man  proceeded  to  induct  himself 
in  tho  grey  coat  of  his  servant,  having  pre- 
viously drawn  the  glazed  hat  close  over  his 
waving  and  redundant  hair ;  "if  the  Saga- 
naw is  ready,  Oucanasta  will  go," 

"  Sure,  and  your  honor  does  not  mane  to 
lave  me  behind!"  exclaimed  tho  anxious 
soldier,  as  his  captain  now  recommended 
him  to  stand  close  concealed  near  the  ruin 
until  liis  return.  "Who  knows  what  am- 
buscade the  she-divil  may  lead  your  honor 
mto ;  and  thm  who  will  you  have  to  bring 
you  out  of  it?" 

"No,  Donellan,  it  must  not  be:  I  first 
intended  it,  as  you  may  perceive  by  my 
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bringing  you  out;  but  the  expedition  on 
which  I  am  going  is  of  the  utmost  impor- 
tance to  us  all,  and  too  much  precaution 
cannot  be  taken.  I  fear  no  ambuscade, 
for  I  can  depend  on  the  fidelity  of  my 
guide ;  but  the  presence  of  a  third  person 
would  only  embarrass,  without  assisting  me 
in  the  last.  You  must  remain  behind; 
the  woman  insists  upon  it,  and  there  is  no 
more  to  be  said." 

"To  ould  Nick  with  the  ugly  witch,  for 
her  pains  t"  half  muttered  the  disappointed 
soldier  to  himself.  "I  wish  it  may  be  as 
your  honor  says ;  but  my  mind  misgives  me 
sadly  that  evil  will  come  of  this.  Has  your 
honor  saoured  the  pistols?" 

"They  are  hire,"  returned  his  captain, 
placing  a  hand  on  either  chest.  "And 
now,  Donellan,  mark  me :  I  know  nothing 
that  can  detain  me  longer  than  an  hour ; 
at  least  the  woman  assures  me,  and  I  be- 
lieve her,  that  I  may  bo  back  then ;  but  it 
is  well  to  guard  against  accidents.  You 
must  continue  here  for  the  hour,  and  for 
the  hour  only.  Ifl  come  not  then,  return 
to  the  fort  without  delay,  for  the  rope  must 
be  removed,  and  the  gate  secured  before 
Halloway  is  relieved.  The  keys  you  will 
find  in  the  pocket  of  my  uniiorm :  when 
you  have  done  with  them,  lot  them  be 
hung  up  in  their  proper  place  in  the  guard- 
room. My  father  must  not  know  cither 
that  Halloway  Buffered  mo  to  pass  the  gate, 
or  that  you  accompanied  me." 

"Lord  love  usl  your  honor  talks  as  if 
you  would  niverreturn,  giving  such  a  heap 
of  orders !  "  exclaimed  the  startled  man  ; 
"but  if  I  go  back  alone,  as  I  trust  in  heaven 
I  shall  not,  how  am  I  to  account  for  being 
dressed  in  your  honor's  regimentals?" 

"I  tell  you,  Donellan,"  impatiently  re- 
turned the  officer,  "that  I  shall  bo  back; 
but  I  only  wish  to  guard  against  accidents. 
The  instant  you  get  into  the  fort,  you  will 
take  oft' my  clothes  and  resume  j'our  own. 
Who  the  devil  is  to  see  you  in  the  uniform, 
unless  it  be  Halloway  ?' ' 

"  If  the  Saganaw  would  not  see  the  earth 
red  with  the  blood  of  his  race,  ho  will  go," 
interrupted  the  female.  "Oucanasta  can 
feel  the  breath  of  the  morning  fresh  upon 
her  cheek,  and  the  council  of  the  chiefb 
must  be  begun." 

"The  Saganaw  is  ready,  and  Oucanasta 
shall  lead  the  way,"  hastily  returned  the  of- 
ficer. "  One  word  more,  Donellan,"  and  he 
pressed  the  hand  of  his  domestic  kindly ; 
"should  I  not  return,  you  must,  without 
committing  Halloway  or  yourself,  cause  my 
father  to  be  apprised  that  the  Indians  me- 
ditate a  deep  and  treacherous  plan  to  get 
possession  of  the  fort.  What  that  plan  is, 
I  know  not  yet  myself,  neither  does  this 
woman  know ;  but  she  says  I  shall  hear  it 
discussed  unseen,  even  in  the  heart  of  their 
own  encampment.    All  you  have  to  do  is 


to  acquaint  my  father  with  the  existence  of 
danger.  And  now  be  cautious  :  above  all 
things,keep  close  under  the  phadow  of  the 
bomb-proof;  for  there  are  scouts  constant- 
ly prowling  about  the  common,  and  the 
glittering  of  the  uniform  in  the  starlight 
may  betray  you." 

"But  why  may  I  not  follow  your  honor  ?' 
again  urged  the  faithful  soldier;  "and 
where  is  the  use  of  my  remaining  here  to 
count  the  stars,  and  hear  the  '  all's  well  I' 
from  the  fort,  when  I  could  bo  so  much 
better  employed  in  guarding  your  honor 
from  harm  ?  What  sort  of  protection  can 
that  Ingian  woman  afford,  who  is  of  the 
race  of  our  bitterest  enemies,  them  cursed 
Ottawas,  and  your  honor  venturing,  too, 
like  a  spy  into  the  very  heart  of  the  blood- 
hounds? Ah,  Captain  de  Haldimar,  for 
the  love  of  God,  do  not  trust  yourself 
alone  with  her,  or  I  am  sure  I  shall  never 
see  your  honor  again  1" 

The  last  words  (ui: happily  too  prophetic) 
foil  only  on  the  ear  of  him  who  uttered 
them.  The  female  and  tho  officer  had  al- 
ready disappeared  round  an  abrupt  angle 
of  the  bomb-proof;  and  the  soldier,  as  di- 
rected by  his  tnasterj  now  drew  up  his  tall 
figtu'e  against  the  ruin,  where  he  continued 
for  a  period  immovable,  as  if  he  had  been 
planted  there  in  his  ordinary  character  of 
sentinel,  listening,  until  they  eventually 
died  away  in  distance,  to  the  receding  foot- 
steps of  liis  master ;  and  then  ruminating 
on  the  several  apprehensions  that  crowded 
on  his  mind,  in  regard  to  the  probable  issue 
of  his  adventurous  project. 

Meanwhile,  Captain  do  Haldimar  and  his 
guide  ti'od  tho  mazes  of  the  forest,  with  an 
expedition  that  prove(^  the  latter  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  its  bearmgs.  On  quitting 
the  bomb-proof,  she  had  ptruck  into  a  nar- 
row winding  path,  less  seen  than  felt  in  the 
deep  gloom  pervading  the  >vood,  and  with 
light  steps  bounded  over  obstacles  that  lay 
strewed  in  their  course,  emitting  scarcely 
moro  sound  than  would  have  been  produc- 
ed by  tho  slimy  crawl  of  its  native  rattle- 
snake. Not  BO,  however,  with  the  less  ex- 
perienced tread  of  her  companion.  Want- 
ing tho  pliancy  of  movement  given  to  it  by 
tho  light  mocassin,  the  booted  foot  of  tho 
young  officer,  despite  of  all  his  precaution, 
fell  heavily  to  tho  ground,  producing  such 
a  rustling  among  the  dried  leaves,  that  had 
an  Indian  *€ar  been  lurking  any  where 
around,  his  approach  must  inevitably  havo 
been  betrayed.  Moro  than  once,  too,  ne- 
glecting to  follow  the  injunction  of  his  com- 
panion, who  moved  in  a  stooping  posture, 
with  her  head  bent  over  her  chest,  his  hat 
was  caught  in  the  closely  matted  branches, 
and  fell  sullenly  and  heavily  to  the  earth, 
evidently  much  to  the  discomfiture  of  his 
guide. 

At  length  they  stood  on  the  verge  of  a 
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dark  and  precipitous  ravine,  the  abrupt 
sides  of  which  were  studded  with  under- 
wood, so  completely  interwoven  that  uU 
passage  appeared  impracticable.  What, 
however,  seemed  an  insurmoun  table  obsta- 
cle, proved,  in  reaUty,  an  estimable  adviui- 
tage ;  for  it  vfas  by  clinging  to  tliia,  in  imi- 
tation.of  the  example  sot  by  his  companion, 
the  young  oflicer  was  prevented  from  roll- 
ing mto  an  abyss,  the  depth  of  wliich  was 
lost  in  the  profound  obscurity  that  pervad- 
ed the  scene.  Through  the  bed  of  this  dai-k 
dell  rolled  a  narrow  stream  so  imperceptirbl  o 
to  tho.eye  in  the  "  living  darkness,"  and 
so  noiseless  in  its  course,  that  it  was  not 
until  warned  by  his  companion  he  stood  on 
the  very  brink  of  it  Captain  de  Ilaldimar 
was  made  sensible  of  its  existence.  Both 
cleared  it  at  a  single  bound,  in  which  the 
activity  of  the  female  was  not  the  least  con- 
spicuous, and,  clambering  up  the  opposite 
steep,  secured  their  footing  by  tho  aid  of 
the  same  underwood  that  had  assisted  them 
in  their  descent. 

On  gaining  the  other  summit,  which  was 
not  done  without  detaching  several  large 
stones  from  their  sandy  bed,  they  agair 
fell  into  the  path  which  had  been  lost  sight 
of  in  traversing  the  ravine.  They  had  pro- 
ceeded along  tliia  about  half  a  mile,  when 
the  female  suddenly  stopped,  and  pointing 
to  a  dim  and  lurid  atmoyphero  that  now 
began  to  show  itself  between  the  thin  foli- 
age, whispered  that  in  the  opening  beyond 
stood  tho  encampment  of  tho  Indians. 
She  then  seated  herself  on  the  trunk  of  a 
fallen  tree,  that  lay  at  tho  side  of  the  al- 
most invisiblo  path  they  liad  hitherto  pur- 
sued, and  motioning  to  her  companion  tc 
to  unboot  himself, ,  proceeded  to  unlace 
the  fastenings  of  her  mocassins. 

"The  foot  of  tho  Saganawmust  fall  like 
the  night  dew  on  the  prairie,"  she  ob- 
served ;  "  the  ear  of  the  red  skin  is  quicker 
than  the  lightning,  and  he  will  know  that 
a  pale  face  is  near  if  he  hear  but  his  tread 
upon  a  blade  of  grass." 

The  young  officer  had,  at  the  first  sug- 
gestion of  his  guide,  divested  himself  of 
his  boots,  prepared  to  perform  the  remain- 
der of  the  journey  merely  in  Ids  stockings, 
but  his  companion  now  threw  herself  on 
her  knees  before  him,  and,  without  further 
ceremony,  proceeded  to  draw  over  his  foot 
one  of  the  mocassins  she  had  just  relin- 
quished. 

"  The  feet  of  the  Saganaw  are  soft  as 
those  of  a  young  child,"  she  remarked, 
in  a  voice  of  commiseration ;  "but  the 
mocassins  of  Oucanasta  shall  protect  them 
from  the  thorns  of  the  forest." 

This  was  too  un-European, — too  much 
reversing  the  established  order  of  things, 
to  be  borne  patiently.  As  if  he  had  felt 
the  dignity  of  his  manhood  ofl'ended  by  the 
proposal,  the  oflBcer  drew  hia  foot  hastily 


back  declaring,  as  he  sprang  from  the  log, 
lie  did  not  caro  for  the  thorns,  and  he  could 
not  think  of  depriving  a  female,  who  must 
be  much  more  sensible  of  pain  than  him- 
self. 

Oucanasto,  however  waa  not  to  be  out- 
done in  politeness.  She  calraly  reseated 
herself  on  the  log,  drew  her  right  foot  over 
her  left  knee,  caught  one  of  the  hands  of 
her  companion  and  placmg  it  upon  the 
naked  sole,  desired  him  to  feel  how  imper- 
vious to  attack  of  every  description  was 
that  indurated  portion  of  tho  lower  limb. 

This  practical  argp.ment  was  not  without 
its  weight,  and  had  more  effect  in  decidmg 
tho  officer  than  a  volume  of  remonstrance. 
When  Captain  de  Haldimar  had  passed  his 
unwilling  hand  over  tho  foot  of  Oucanasta, 
which,  whatever  her  face  might  have  been, 
was  certainly  anything  but  deUcate,  and 
encountered  numerous  ragged  excrescences 
and  raspy  callosities  that  set  all  symmetry 
at  defiance,  a  wonderful  revolution  camo 
over  his  feelings ;  and  secretly  determining 
tho  mocassins  would  be  equally  well  placed 
on  his  own  feet,  he  no  longer  ofiered  any 
opposition. 

This  important  point  arranged,  the  offi- 
cer once  more  followed  his  guide  in  silence. 
Gradually  tho  forest  as  they  advanced, 
became  lighter  with  tlie  lurid  atmosphere 
before  alluded  to ;  and  at  length,  through 
tho  trees,  could  be  indistinctly  seen  the 
Indian  fires  from  which  it  proceeded.  The 
young  man  was  now  desired  by  his  conduc- 
tress to  use  the  utmost  circumspection  in 
making  tho  circuit  of  the  wood,  in  order 
to  gain  a  position  immediately  opposite  to 
tho  point  where  the  path  they  had  hitherto 
pursued  terminated  in  the  opening.  This, 
indeed,  was  the  most  dangerous  and  criti- 
cal part  of  the  undertaking.  A  false  step, 
or  the  crackling  of  a  decayed  branch  be- 
neath the  foot,  would  have  been  sufficient 
to  betray  proximity,  in  which  case  his  doom 
was  sealed. 

Fortunate  did  he  now  deem  himself  in 
having  yielded  to  the  counsel  of  his  guide. 
Ilad  he  retained  his  unbending  boot  it  most 
have  crushed  whatever  it  pressed ;  whereas 
tho  pliant  mocassin,  yielding  to  tho  obs- 
tacles it  encountered,  enabled  him  to  pass 
noiselessly  over  them.  Still,  while  exempt 
from  danger  on  this  score,  another,  scarcely 
less  perplexing,  became  at  every  instant 
more  obvious ;  for,  as  they  drew  nearer  to 
tho  point  which  the  female  sought  to  gain, 
the  dim  light  of  tho  half-slumbering  fires 
fell  so  immediately  upon  their  path  that  had 
a  single  human  oyo  been  turned  in  that 
direction,  their  discovery  was  inevitable. 
It  was  with  a  beating  heart,  to  which  mere 
personal  fear,  however,  was  a  stranger,  that 
Captain  do  Haldimai-  performed  this  con- 
cluding stage  of  his  adventurous  course  j 
but,  at  a  moment  when  he  considered  d» 
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tection  unavoidable,  and  was  arming  him- 
self with  resolution  to  meet  the  event,  the 
femulo  suddenly  halted,  placing  in  the  act, 
the  trunk  of  an  cnormoua  beach  between 
her  companion  und  the  dusky  forma  within, 
whoso  very  breathing  could  be  heard  by 
the  anxious  oflScer.  Without  uttering  a 
word,  Bhe  took  liia  hand,  and  drawing  him 
gently  forward,  disappeared  altogether  from 
his  view.  The  young  man  followed,  and 
in  the  next  moment  found  himself  in  the 
Ixiwelless  body  of  the  tree  itself ;  into  which 
on  the  side  of  tho  encampment  both  light 
and  sound  were  admitted  by  a  small  aper- 
ture formed  by  the  natural  decay  of  tho 
wood. 

Tho  Indian  pressed  her  lips  to  tho  car  of 
her  companion,  and  rather  .breathed  than 
Baid, — "  The  Saganaw  will  see  and  hear 
every  thing  from  this  in  safety ;  and  what  he 
hears  let  him  treasure  in  his  heart.  Ouca- 
nasta  must  go.  When  tho  council  is  over 
she  will  return,  and  lead  him  back^  to  his 
warriors." 

With  this  brief  intimation  she  departed, 
and  so  noiselessly,  that  tho  young  oflScer 
was  not  aware  of  her  absence  until  some 
minutes  of  silence  had  satisfied  him  she 
must  be  gone.  Ills  first  care  then  was  to 
sm'voy,  through  the  aperture  that  lay  in  a 
level  vrith  his  eye,  the  character  of  the 
scene  before  him.  Tho  small  plain,  in 
".vhich  lay  tho  encampment  of  tho  Indians, 
was  a  sort  of  oasis  of  the  forest,  girt  around 
with  a  rude  belt  of  underwood,  and  some- 
what elevated,  so  as  to  present  the  appear- 
ance of  a  mound,  constructed  on  tho  first 
principles  of  art.  This  was  thickly, 
although  irregularly  studded  with  tents, 
some  of  w)aich  were  formed  of  large  coarse 
mtvtf!  throwr  over  poles  disposed  in  a  coni- 
cal shape,  while  others  were  more  rudely 
composed  of  the  leaf  j  branches  of  the  for- 
est. 

Within  these,  groups  of  human  forms 
lay  wrapped  in  their  blankets,  stretched  at 
their  lazy  length.  Others,  with  their  feet 
Ijlaced  close  to  the  dying  embers  of  their 
tires,  drvcrged  like  so  many  radii  from  their 
centre,  and  lay  motionless  in  sleep  as  if  life 
juid  consciousness  were  wholly  extinct. 
Here  and  there  was  to  be  seen  a  solitary 
warrior  securing,  vnth  admirable  neatness, 
and  with  delicate  ligatures  formed  of  the 
sinew  of  the  deer,  the  guiding  feather,  or 
fashioning  the  bony  barb  of  his  long  arrow ; 
while  others,  with  the  same  warlike  spirit  in 
view,  employed  themselves  in  cutting  and 
greasing  small  patches  of  smoked  deerskin, 
which  were  to  secure  and  give  a  more  certain 
direction  to  the  murderous  bullet.  Among 
the  warriors  were  interspersed  many  wo- 
men, some  of  whom  might  be  seen  sup- 
porting in  their  laps  the  heavy  heads  of 
their  unconscious  helpmates,  while  they 
occupied  themselves,  by  the  firelight,   in 


parting  the  long  black  matted  hair,  and 
mamtaining  a  dostructiro  warfare  against 
the  pigmy  inhabitants  of  that  dark  region. 
These  signs  of  lifo  and  activity  in  the  body 
of  the  camp  generally  were,  however,  but 
few  and  occasional ;  and,  at  the  spot  where 
Captain  do  Ilaldimar  stood  concealed,  tho 
scone  was  diflerent.  At  a  few  yards 
from  tho  tree  stood  a  sort  of  shed,  compos- 
ed of  tall  poles  placed  upright  in  the  earth 
and  supporting  a  roof  formed  simply  of 
rude  boughs,  the  foliage  of  which  had  been 
withered  by  time.  I'his  sunjile  edifice 
might  bo  about  fifty  feet  in  circumference. 
In  tho  centre  blazed  a  large  fire  that  had 
been  newly  fed,  and  around  this  wore  as- 
sembled a  band  of  swarthy  warriors,  some 
twenty  or  thirty  in  number,  wlio,  by  their 
proud,  calm,  and  thoughtful  bearing  might 
at  once  be  known  to  bo  chiefs, 
i  The  faces  of  most  of  these  were  familiar 
to  the  young  officer,  who  speecUly  recog- 
nised them  for  the  principals  of  the  va- 
rious tribes  I'onteac  had  leagued  in  arms 
against  his  enemies.  That  chief  himself, 
ever  remarkable  for  his  haughty  eye  and 
commanding  gesture,  was  of  tho  number 
of  these  present;  and  sat  a  little  aloof  from 
his  inferiors,  with  his  feet  stretched  towards 
tho  fire,  and  half  reclining  on  his  side  in 
an  attitude  of  indolence,  yet  witli  his  mind 
evidently  engrossed  by  deep  and  absorbing 
thought.  From  sonio  observations  that 
distinctly  met  his  ear,  Captain  de  Ilaldimar 
gathered  the  party  were  only  awaiting  the 
arrival  of  an  important  character,  without 
whose  presence  the  leading  chief  was  un- 
willing the  conferenco  should  begin.  The 
period  of  tho  officer's  concealment  had  just 
been  long  enough  to  citable  him  to  fix  all 
these  particulars  in  his  mind,  when  sud- 
denly tho  faint  report  of  a  distant  rifle  was 
heard  echoing  throughout  the  wood.  This 
vfks  instantly  succeeded  by  a  second  that 
sounded  more  sharply  on  the  car ;  and  then 
followed  a  long  and  i)iorcing  cry  that  brought 
every  warriorj  even  those  who  slept,  quickly 
to  his  feet. 

An  anxious  interval  of  some  minutes 
passed  away  in  the  fixed  and  listening  atti- 
tudes, which  the  cliiefs  especially  had  as- 
sumed, when  a  noise  resembling  that  of 
some  animal  forcing  its  way  rapidly  through 
the  rustling  branches,  was  faintly  heard  in 
the  direction  in  which  tho  shots  had  been 
tired  This  gradually  increased  as  it  evi- 
dently approached  the  encampment,  and 
then,  distinctly,  could  be  heard  the  light, 
yet  unguarded,  boundings  of  a  human  foot. 
At  every  moment  the  rustling  of  the  un- 
derwood, rapidly  divided  by  tho  approach- 
ing form,  became  more  audible;  and  bo 
closely  did  the  intruder  press  upon  the 
point  in  which  Captain  de  Haldimar  was 
concealed,  that  that  officer,  fancying  he  had 
been  betrayed,  turned  hastily  around,  and 
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grasping  one  of  the  pistols  he  had  secreted 
in  the  cheat,  prepared  himself  for  n  last 
and  deadly  encounter.  An  instant  or  two 
was  sufficient  to  re-assure  him.  The  form 
glided  hastily  past,  brushing  the  tree  with 
its  garments  in  its  course,  and  clearing  at  a 
single  bound,  the  belt  of  underwood  that 
divided  the  encampment  from  the  tall  for- 
est, stood  suddenly  among  the  group  of 
anxious  and  expectant  chiefs. 

This  individual,  a  man  of  tall  stature, 
was  powerfully  made,  lie  wore  a  jerkin, 
or  hunting  coat  of  leather ;  and  his  arms 
were,  a  viHo  which  had  every  appearance  of 
having  just  been  discharged,  a  tomahawk 
reeking  with  blood,  and  a  scalping  knife, 
wliich,  in  the  hurry  of  some  recent  service 
it  had  been  made  to  perfomi,  had  missed 
its  sheath,  and  was  thrust  naked  into  the 
belt  that  encircled  his  loins.  Ills  coun- 
tenance wore  an  expression  of  malignant 
ti'iumph ;  and  as  his  eye  fell  on  the  assem- 
bled throng,  its  self-satistied  and  exulting 
glance  seemed  to  give  them  to  understand 
ho  camo  not  without  credentials  to  recom- 
mend him  to  their  notice.  Captain  do  Ilaldi- 
mar  wa.s  pai-ticularly  struck  by  the  air  of  bold 
daring  and  insolent  recklessness  pervading 
every  movement  of  this  man :  and  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  say  whether  the  limghtiness  of 
bearing  peculiar  to  Pontcac  himself,  was  not 
exceeded  by  that  of  this  herculean  warrior. 

By  the  body  of  chiefs  his  appearance 
had  been  greeted  with  a  mere  general 
grunt  of  approbation;  but  the  countenance 
of  the  leader  expressed  a  more  personal 
interest.  All  seemed  to  exi:>ect  lie  had 
something  of  moment  to  communicate; 
but  as  it  was  not  consistent  with  the  digni- 
ty of  Indian  etiquette  to  enquire,  they 
waited  calmly  until  it  should  please  their 
new  associate  to  enter  on  the  history  of  his 
exploits.  In  pursuance  of  an  invitation  from 
Ponteac,  ho  now  took  his  seat  on  the  right 
hand  of  that  chief,  and  immediately  facing 
the  tree,  from  wliich  Captam  do  Ilaldimar, 
strongly  excited  both  by  the  reports  of  the 
shots  that  had  been  fired,  and  the  sight  of 
the  bloody  tomahawk  of  the  recently  ar- 
rived Indinn,  gazed  earnestly  and  anxiously 
on  the  sw.    thy  throng. 

Glancing  once  more  triumphantly  round 
the  circle  who  sat  smoking  their  i^ipes  in 
calm  and  deliberate  silence,  the  latter  now 
observed  the  eye  of  a  voung  chief,  who  sat 
opposite  to  him,  intently  riveted  on  liis  left 
shoulder.  He  raised  his  hand  to  the  part, 
withdrew  it,  looked  at  it,  and  found  it  wet 
■with  blood.  A  slight  start  of  surprise  be- 
trayed Lis  own  unconsciousness  of  the  acci- 
dent ;  yet,  secretly  vexed  at  the  discovery 
which  had.  been  made,  and  urged  probably 
by  one  of  his  wayward  fits,  he  demanded 
haughtily  and  insultingly  of  the  young 
chief,  if  that  was  the  first  tune  he  had  ever 
looked  on  the  blood  of  a  warrior. 


"Does  my  brother  feel  pain?"  was  the 
taunting  reply.  '•  If  he  is  come  to  us  with 
a  tropliy,  it  is  not  without  bemg  dearly 
bought.     The  Kaganaw  has  spilt  his  blood." 

"  The  weapons  of  the  Saganaw,  Uko  those 
of  the  smooth  face  of  the  Ottawa  are  with- 
out stuig,"  angrily  retorted  the  other. 
"They  only  prick  the  skin  like  a  th'  m; 
but  when  Wacousta  drinks  the  blood  of  his 
enemy,"'  and  he  glanced  his  eye  fiercely  at 
the  young  man,  "it  is  the  blood  next  his 
heart.' 

"My  brother  has  always  big  words  upon 
his  lips,"  .returned  the  young  chief,  with  n 
scornful  sneer  at  the  implied  thi-eat  against 
himself.     "But  where  are  his  proofs?" 

For  a  moment  the  eye  of  the  party  thus 
challenged  kindled  into  flame,  while  his 
lips  were  firmly  compressed  together ;  and 
as  ho  half  bent  himself  forward,  to  scan 
witli  greater  earnestness  the  features  of  his 
questioner,  his  right  hand  sank  to  his  left 
side,  tightly  grasping  the  handle  of  his 
scalpingknife.  The  action  was  but  mo- 
mentary. Again  he  drew  himself  up,  puU'ed 
tlie  smoke  deliberately  from  his  bloody 
tomahawk,  and,  thrusting  his  right  hand 
into  his  bosom,  drew  leisurely  forth  a  reek- 
ing scalp,  which  he  tossed  insolently  across 
the  fire  into  the  lap  of  the  young  chief. 
Aloud  and  general  "ugh  1"  testified  the 
approbation  of  the  assembled  group  at  the 
miequivocal  answer  thus  given  to  the  de- 
mand of  the  youtli.  The  eye  of  tho  huge 
warrior  sparkled  with  a  deep  and  ferocious 
exultation. 

"  What  says  tho  smooth  face  of  the  Otta- 
was  now?"  ho  demanded,  in  tho  same  inso- 
lent strain.  "Does  it  make  his  heart  sick 
to  look  upon  the  scalp  of  a  great  chief?" 

'J  he  young  man  quietly  turned  the  hor- 
rid trojjhy  over  several  times  in  his  hand, 
examining  it  attentively  in  every  part. 
Then  tossing  it  back  with  contemptuous 
coolness  to  its  owTier,  he  replied, — 

"  The  eyes  of  my  brother  are  weak  with 
age.  He  is  not  cunning,  like  a  red  skin. 
The  Ottawa  has  often  seen  the  Saganaw  in 
their  fort,  and  ho  knows  their  chiefs  have 
fine  hair  like  women  ;  but  this  is  like  the 
bristle  of  tho  fox.  My  brother  has  not 
slain  a  great  chief  but  a  common  warrior." 

A  flush  of  irrepressible  and  tlu'eatening 
anger  passed  over  the  features  of  the  vast 
savage. 

"Is  it  for  a  boy,"  he  fiercely  asked, 
"whose  eyes  know  not  yet  the  color  of 
blood,  to  judge  of  the  enemies  that  fall  by 
the  tomahawk  of  Wacousta?  but  a  great 
warrior  never  boasts  of  actions  that  he 
does  not  achieve.  It  is  the  son  of  the  great 
chief  of  tho  Saganaw  whom  he  has  slain. 
If  the  smooth  face  doubts  it,  and  has  cour- 
age to  venture,  even  at  night,  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  the  fort,  he  will  see  a 
Saganaw  without  a  scalp  j  and  he  willknow 
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that  iSnganaw  by  hm  dress  — the  dress,"  he 
pursued,  with  a  low  etuphatic laugh,  "  that 
Oucanasta,  the  sister  of  the  smuoth  fa*!o, 
loved  HO  much  to  look  upon." 

Quicker  than  thought  was  the  upspring- 
ing  of  the  young  Indian  to  his  feet.  With 
a  cTieek  glowing,  an  eye  flashing,  and  his 
gleaming  tomahawk  whirling  rapidly  round 
his  head,  he  cleared  at  a  single  bound  tho 
fire  that  separated  him  from  his  insulter. 
The  formidalilo  man  who  had  thus  wanton- 
ly provoked  the  attack,  was  equally  i^ronipt 
in  meeting  it.  At  the  lirat  movement  of 
tho  youth,  ho  too  ha^l  leapt  to  his  feet,  and 
brandished  tho  terrible  weapon  thats(»rved 
ill  tho  double  capacity  of  pipe  and  hatch- 
et. A  liorco  yell  (jscaped  the  lips  of  each 
as  they  thus  met  in  close  and  hostile  coUi- 
tsion,  and  the  scene  for  a  moment  promised 
to  bo  one  of  the  most  tragic  character ;  but 
before  either  could  lind  an  assailable  point 
on  which  to  test  his  formidable  weapon, 
Ponteac  himself  had  thrown  his  person  be- 
tween them,  and  in  a  voice  of  thunder 
commanded  tho  instant  abandonment  of 
their  purpose.  Exasperatc^l  even  as  they 
now  mutually  were,  tho  influence  of  that 
authority,  for  which  the  great  chief  of  the 
(Jttawas  was  well  known,  was  not  without 
duo  effect  on  the  combatants.  His  anger 
was  principally  directed  against  tho  assail- 
ant, on  whom  tho  tones  of  his  reproving 
voice  produced  a  change  the  intimidation 
of  his  powerful  opponent  could  never  have 
affected.  Tho  young  chief  dropped  the 
point  of  his  tomahawk,  bowed  his  head  in 
submission,  and  then  resuming  his  seat,  sat 
during  the  remainder  of  the  night  with  his 
arms  folded,  and  his  head  bent  in  silence 
over  his  chest. 

"Ourbrother  has  done  well,"  said  Pon- 
teac, glancing  approvingly  at  him  who  had 
exhibited  the  reeking  trophy,  and  whom  he 
evidently  favored,  "lie  is  a  great  chief, 
and  his  words  are  truth.  We  heard  tho  re- 
port of  his  rifle,  and  we  also  heard  the  cry 
that  told  he  had  borne  away  the  scalp  of 
an  enemy.  But  we  will  think  of  this  to- 
morrow.    Let  us  now  commence  our  talk." 

Our  readers  will  readily  imagine  the  feel- 
ings of  Captain  do  Ilaldimar  during  this 
short  but  exciting  scene.  From  tlio  ac- 
count given  by  the  warrior,  there  could  be 
no  doubt  the  murdered  man  w.i:i  ^be  un- 
happy Donellan;  who,  prohably.  neglt>c+)ng 
the  caution  given  him,  had  expoocd  hhri" 
self  to  the  murderous  aim  of  this  fierce  be- 
ing, who  was  apparently  a  scout  sent  for 
the  purpose  of  watcliing  the  movements  of 
the  garrison.  The  direction  of  the  firing, 
the  allusion  made  to  the  regimentals,  nay, 
the  scalp  itself,  which  he  knew  from  tho 
short  crop  to  bethat  of  a  soldier,  and  fancied 
he  recognised  from  its  color  to  be  that 
of  his  servant,  fonned  but  too  conclusive 
evidence  of  the  fact;  and,    bitterly   and 


deeply,  as  he  gazed  on  this  melancholy 
l)roof  of  tho  man's  sucrilice  of  lifo  to  liis  in- 
terest, did  ho  repent  that  ho  had  made  hiin 
tho  companion  of  his  adventure,  or  that, 
liaving  done  so,  he  Inul  not  either  brought 
hin>  away  altogether,  or  scntliim  instantly 
back  to  tho  fort.  Commiseration  for  tho 
fat<>  of  the  unfortunate  I^onellan  naturally 
induced  a  spirit  of  personal  hostility  to- 
wanls  his  destroyer ;  and  it  was  with  feel- 
ings strongly  excited  in  favor  of  him  whom 
he  now  discovered  to  be  tho  brother  of  hi» 
guide,  that  he  saw  him  spring  fiercely  to 
tho  attack  of  his  gigantic  opponent.  There 
was  an  activity  about  the  young  chief  am- 
ply commensurate  with  the  great  2'hysical 
power  of  his  adversary;  while  the  manner 
in  which  ho  wielded  his  tomahawk,  proved 
him  to  bo  anything  but  the  novice  in  tho 
use  of  tho  i'ormidablo  weapon  the  other 
had  represented  him.  It  was  with  a  feeling 
of  disappointment,  therefore,  which  the 
peculiarity  of  his  own  position  could  not 
overcome,  ho  saw  Ponteac  interpose  himself 
between  the  parties. 

Presently,  however,  a  .subject  of  deeper 
and  more  absorbing  interest  than  even  the 
fate  of  his  unhapi)y  follower  engrossed 
every  faculty  of  his  mind,  and  riveted  both 
eye  and  ear  in  painful  tension  to  tho  a])er- 
ture  in  his  hidhig-place.  The  chiefs  had 
resvuned  their  j)luces,  and  the  silence  of  a 
few  minutes  had  succeeded  to  tho  fierce  af- 
fray of  the  warriors,  when  Pcmteac,  in  a 
calm  and  deliberato  voice,  proceeded  to 
state  he  had  summoned  all  the  heads  of  tho 
nations  together,  to  hear  a  plan  ho  had  to 
ofl'er  for  the  reduction  of  the  last  remaining 
forts  of  their  enemies,  Michilimackinac 
and  Detroit.  Ho  pointed  out  tho  tedious- 
ness  of  the  warfare  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged: the  desertion  of  their  hunting- 
grounds  by  their  warriors ;  and  their  con- 
sequent deficiency  in  all  those  articles  of 
European  traffic  which  they  were  formerly 
in  the  habit  of  receiving  in  exchange 
for  their  furs.  He  dwelt  on  the  beneficial 
results  that  would  accrue  to  them  all  in 
the  event  of  the  reduction  of  those  two  im- 
portant fortresses ;  since,  in  that  case,  they 
would  be  enabled  to  make  such  terms  with 
tho  £ngli.shas  would  sicure  to  them  consi- 
derable advantages ;  while,  instead  of  being 
treated  with  the  indignity  of  a  conquered 
people,  they  would  bo  enabled  to  command 
^'^spect  from  the  imposing  attitude  this 
finat  crowiiing  of  their  successes  would 
enable  them  to  assume.  He  stated  that 
the  prudence  and  vigilance  of  the  com- 
manders of  thef-e  two  unreduced  fortresses 
wore  likely  long  to  baffle,  as  had  hitherto 
been  the  case,  every  open  attempt  at  their 
capture ;  and  admitted  he  had  little  ex- 
pectation of  terrifying  them  into  a  surren- 
der '^y  the  same  artifice  that  had  succeeded 
with  the  forts  on  the  Oliio  and  the  lower 
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Iftkos.  Tho  plan,  howovpr,  which  Im  Imd  to 
propose,  wtiH  ono  ho  Iblt  iiasuioti  would  h^^ 
ntten(h>fl  with  HiicceHH.  Ho  would  discloHo 
thfttplnn,  nnd  tlio  groat  (ihintk  should  give 
it  tho  adviuitiipo  of  their  dolihfriition. 

Captain  do  llaldiniar  WfiH  on  tho  rack. 
Tho  cliiot'  had  gradually  dropped  his  voico 
aa  ho  oxplainod  his  plan,  until  at  length  it 
hocarno  ho  low,  that  undistinguiahahhi 
Kounds  alono  reached  tho  oar  ofthoo.xcite<l 
ofBcer.  For  r  moment  he  desfjaired  of 
making  himself  fully  master  of  the  impor- 
tant secret;  hut  in  the  courno  of  tho  deli- 
heration  that  ensued,  tho  blanks  left  un- 
supplied  in  tho  discourse  of  tho  leader  wore 
abundantly  filled  up.  It  was  what  tho 
rea(ier  has  already  seen.  Tho  necessities 
of  tho  Indians  were  to  ho  urged  asa  motive 
for  their  being  tired  of  hostilities.  A  peace 
was  to  be  solicited  ;  a  council  held,  a  ball- 
plnying  among  tho  warriors  proposed,  as 
n  mark  of  their  own  sincerity  and  confi- 
dence during  that  council  ;  and  when  the 
garrison,  lulled  into  security,  should  be 
thrown  entirely  otF  their  guard,  tho  war- 
riors were  to  seize  their  guns  and  toma- 
hawks, with  which  (tho  former  cut  short, 
for  tho  better  concealment  of  their  purpose) 
their  women  would  be  provided,  rush  in, 
under  pretext  of  regaming  their  lost  ball, 
when  a  imiversal  massacre  of  men,  women, 
nnd  children  was  to  ensue,  until  nothing 
wearing  tho  garb  of  a  Saganaw  should  bo 
left. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  follow  tho  chief 
through  all  tho  minor  ramifications  of  his 
subtle  plan.  Suffice  it  they  were  of  a  na- 
ture to  throw  tho  most  wary  off  his  guard ; 
and  so  admirably  arranged  was  every  part,  so 
certain  did  it  appear  their  enemies  must 
fall  into  the  snare,  that  tho  oldest  chiefs 
testified  their  approbation  with  a  vivacity 
of  manner  and  expression  little  wont  to 
characterise  the  deliberative  meetings  of 
these  reserved  people.  But  deepest  of  all 
was  the  approval  of  tho  tall  warrior  who 
had  so  recently  arrived.  To  him  had  tho 
discoTirso  of  the  loader  been  principally  di- 
rected, as  ono  whose  counsel  and  experi- 
ence were  especially  wanting  to  confirm  him 
in  his  purpose.  He  was  the  last  who 
spoke ;  but,  when  ho  did,  it  was  with  a 
force — an  energy — that  must  have  sunk 
every  objection,  even  if  the  plan  had  not 
been  so  perfect  and  imexceptionable  in  its 
concoction  as  to  have  precluded  a  possibi- 
lity of  all  negative  argument.  During  the 
delivery  of  his  animated  speech,  his  swarthy 
countenance  kindled  into  fierce  and  rapidly 
varying  expression.  A  thousand  dark  and 
complicated  passions  evidently  struggled 
at  his  heart;  and  as  he  dwelt  leisurely  and 
emphatically  on  the  sacrifice  of  human  life 
that  must  inevitably  attend  tlie  adoption 
of  the  proposed  measure,  his  eyo  grew 
larger,  his  chest  expanded,  nay.  his  very 


nostril  appeared  to  dilate  with  unfathom. 
ably  guihiful  oxultftl  ion.  Captain  do  ilul- 
diniar  thought  he  had  never  ga/ed  on  any- 
thing, wearing  tho  hiuiian  shape,  half  so 
atrtnuuusly  savage. 

Long  before  tho  council  was  terminated, 
tho  inferior  warriors,  who  had  boon  so  sud- 
denly aroused  from  their  slumbering  atti- 
tudes, hml  again  retired  to  their  tents,  and 
stretched  their  Lizy  length  before  tho  em- 
bers of  their  tires.  Tho  woury  chiefs  now 
prepared  to  follow  their  example.  They 
emptie(l  tho  asluts  from  the  bowls  of  their 
pipo-tomuhawks,  icplaced  them  carefully 
at  their  side,  rose,  and  retired  to  their  res- 
pectivo  tents.  I'onteuc  and  tho  tall  war- 
rior alono  remained.  For  a  time  they  con- 
versed camostlytogothcr.  The  former  listen- 
ed attentively  to  some  observations  made  to 
him  by  his  companion,  in  the  course  of 
which,  tho  words  "chief  of  the  Saganaw — 
fort— spy — enemy,"  and  two  or  three  others 
equally  unconnected,  were  alone  audiblo 
to  tho  ear  of  him  who  so  attentively  sought 
to  catch  tho  sUghtest  sound.  Ho  then 
thrust  his  hand  under  his  hunting-coat,  and, 
as  if  in  confirmation  of  what  ho  had  been 
Stating,  exhibited  a  coil  ol  lopo  and  the 
glossy  boot  of  an  English  officer.  I'onteac 
uttered  one  of  his  sharp  ejaculating  '•  ughs!" 
and  then  rising  quickly  from  his  seat,  fol- 
lowed by  his  companion,  soon  dissappeared 
in  the  heart  of  tho  enc^impment. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

How  shall  wo  attempt  to  paint  all  that 
passed  through  tho  mind  of  Captain  do 
Haldimar  during  this  important  conference 
of  the  fierce  chiefs  ? — where  find  language 
to  convey  the  cold  and  thrilling  horror  with 
which  he  listened  to  the  calm  discussion  of 
a  plan,  the  object  of  which  was  tho  massa- 
cre, not  only  of  a  host  of  beings  endeared 
to  him  by  long  communionship  of  service, 
but  of  those  who  were  wedded  to  his  heart 
by  tho  dearer  ties  of  affection  and  kin- 
dred? As  Ponteao  had  justly  observed, 
the  English  garrisons  strong  in  their  own 
defences,  were  little  likely  to  be  speedily 
reduced,  while  their  enemies  confined  them- 
selves to  overt  acts  of  hostility ;  but,  against 
their  insidious  proiessions  of  amity  who 
could  oppose  a  sufficient  caution?  His 
father,  the  3'oung  officer  was  aware,  had  all 
along  manifested  a  spirit  of  conciliation 
towards  the  Indians,  which,  if  followed  up 
by  tho  government  generally,  must  have 
had  the  effect  of  preventing  the  cruel  and 
sanguinaiy  war  that  had  so  recently  deso- 
lated this  remote  part  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions. How  likely,  therefore,  v,as  it, 
having  his  object  always  in  view,  ho  should 
give  in  to  the  present  wily  stratagem,  where 
such  plausible  motives  for  the  abandonment 
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of  their  hostile  purpose  were  urged  by 
tJie  pertidiouH  cliief«  I  From  tho  low  Imsty 
liints  already  juiven  him  by  liw  guide, — 
tlidtkind  boing,  who  ovidontly  Houglit  to 
bo  tho  Biiviour  of  tho  devoted  garrison, — lio 
hud  gathered  tluit  a  deep  and  urtful  )>lnn 
was  to  bo  Bubniittod  to  tho  chidk  by  tlioir 
h'lider,  but  little  did  hoimaglufit  wiwoftho 
tiiiiniied  nature  it  now  proved  to  bo.  Any 
oilier  than  tlio  present  attempt,  tho  vigi- 
]ani;o  and  prudence  ot  bis  experienced  father 
ho  felt,  would  have  rendered  abortive;  but 
there  wusHomuoh  Bpeciousness  in  tho  pleas 
that  were  to  be  advanced  in  furtherance  of 
their  asttumed  object,  lio  coukl  n<>t  but 
admit  tho  almostcortainty  of  their  influence 
even  on  him. 

Sick  and  discouraged  as  ho  was  at  the 
liorriblo  percj)cctivo  thus  forced  on  his 
mental  view,  tho  young  ofticer  had  not,  for 
some  moments,  presence  of  mind  to  reflect 
that  tlio  danger  of  tho  garrison  existed  only 
so  long  as  he  should  bo  absent  from  it.  At 
length,  however,  tho  cheering  recollection 
came,  and  with  it  tho  mantling  rush  of 
blood  to  Jais  faint  licart.  But  short  was 
the  consoling  hope  :  again  ho  felt  dismay 
in  every  libro  of  his  frame  ;  for  ho  now  re- 
flected, that  although  his  opportune  dis- 
covery of  tho  meditated  schemo  would  save 
one  fort,  thero  was  no  guardian  angel  to 
extend,  as  in  this  instance,  its  protecting 
influence  to  tho  other ;  and  within  that  other 
thero  breathed  those  who  were  dearer  far  to 
liim  than  his  own  existence ; — beings,  whoso 
lives  were  far  more  precious  to  him  than 
any  even  in  tho  garrison  of  which  ho  was  a 
member.  His  sister  Clara,  whom  ho  loved 
with  a  lovo  little  inferior  to  that  of  his 
younger  brother :  and  one,  even  more  dear- 
ly loved  than  Clara — Madeline  de  Ualdi- 
mar,  his  oo'isin  and  •  ffianced  bride, — were 
both  inmates  of  MiohilUmackinac,  which 
was  commanded  by  the  father  of  the  latter, 
a  major  in  the regiment.  With  Mad- 
eline de  Haldimar  ho  had  long  since 
exchanged  his  vows  of  affection  ;  and  their 
nuptials,  which  were  to  have  taken  place 
about  the  period  when  the  present  war 
broke  out,  had  only  been  suspended  because 
all  communication  between  the  two  posts 
had  been  entirely  cut  off  by  the  enemy. 

Captain  de  Haldimar  had  none  of  the 
natural  v?eakness  and  timidity  of  character 
which  belonged  to  the  gentler  and  more 
sensitive  Charles.  Sanguine  and  full  of 
enterprise,  he  seldom  met  evils  half  way ; 
but  when  they  did  come,  he  sought  to  maste  r 
them  by  tho  firmness  and  coliectednesa  with 
which  he  opposed  his  mind  to  their  inflic- 
tion. If  his  heart  was  now  racked  with 
the  most  acute  Buffering — his  reason  .n  capa- 
citated from  exercising  its  calm  deliberate 
power,  the  seeming  contradiction  arose  not 
from  any  deliciency  in  his  character,  but 
was  attributable  wholly  to  the  extraordinai-y 
circumstances  of  the  moment. 


It  wftB  ft  part  of  tho  profound  plan  of  thft 
Ottawa  chief,  that  it  Mlioukl  be  cnsayed  on 
the  two  forts  on  tho  sanio  day  ;  and  it  v/*n 
a  BuggOHtion  of  tho  murderer  of  poor 
Donollan,  that  a  parley  should  beol>l.aiiied, 
through  tho  medium  of  ft  wliito  flag,  th  ) 
niituro  of  which  ho  explained  to  them,  a.i 
it  vas  understood  among  their  enemies.  It 
iuMtod  to  tho  council,  then  they  wore  u> 
enter,  or  not,  as  circumstances  might 
induce  j  but,  in  any  ease,  they  were  to  gu 
unprovided  with  tho  pipe  of  peace,  Rine«> 
this  could  not  bo  smoked  without  violating 
everything  hold  most  sacred  among  them- 
selves. Tho  rod,  or  war  pipe,  was  to  bo 
fubstituted  as  if  by  accident ;  and,  for  the 
bueoess  of  tho  deception,  they  were  to 
presume  on  tho  ignorance  of  their  enemies. 
This,  however,  was  not  important,  sineo 
tho  period  of  their  first  jjarloy  was  to  bo 
tho  moment  chosen  for  tho  urrangementof 
a  future  council,  and  the  proposal  of  a  ball- 
playing  upon  tho  common.  Three  dayn 
were  to  bo  named  as  tho  interval  between 
tho  iirst  eonl'orenco  of  Pontoaowith  tho 
governor  and  tho  definitive  council  which 
was  to  ensue ;  during  which,  however,  it 
was  so  arranged,  that  before  the  lip  of  a  retl 
skin  should  touch  tho  pipe  of  peace,  tho 
ball-players  should  rush  in  ancl  massacre 
tho  unprepared  soldiery,  while  tho  chiefs 
despatched  the  ofticers  in  council. 

It  was  the  proximity  of  tho  period  allotted 
for  tho  execution  of  their  cruel  schemo 
that  mainly  contributed  to  the  dismay  of 
Captain  do  Haldimar.  The  very  next  day 
was  appeinted  for  carrying  into  effect  tho 
first  part  of  tho  Indian  plan ;  and  how  was 
it  possible  that  a  messenger,  oven  admitting 
he  should  elude  the  vigilance  of  the  enemy, 
could  reach  the  distant  post  of  Mich- 
ilimackinac  within  tho  short  period  on  which 
hung  the  destiny  of  that  devoted  fortress. 
In  themidst  of  the  confused  and  distracting 
images  that  now  crowded  on  his  brain, 
came  at  length  one  thought,  redolent  with 
tho  brightest  colorings  of  hope.  On  his 
return  to  the  garrison,  the  treachery  of  the 
Indians  being  made  known,  the  governor 
might  so  far,  and  with  a  view  of  gaining 
time,  give  in  to  the  plan  of  his  enemies,  as 
to  obtain  such  delay  as  would  afford  the 
chance  of  communication  between  tho  forts. 
The  attempt,  on  the  part  of  those  who 
should  be  selected  for  this  purpose,  would, 
it  is  true,  be  a  desperate  one :  still  it  must 
be  made ;  and  with  such  incentives  to 
exertion  as  he  liad,  how  willingly  would  ho 
propose  his  own  services  I 

The  more  he  dwelt  on  this  mode  of  defeat- 
ing the  subtle  designs  of  the  enemy,  the 
more  practicable  did  it  appear.  Of  his  own 
safe  return  to  the  fort  he  entertained  no  t  a 
doubt ;  for  ho  knew  and  relied  on  the 
Indian  woman,  who  was  bound  to  him  by  a 
tie  of  gratitude,  which  her  conduct  that 
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ni^ht  ovitlontly  dcnotod  to  bo  superior  cvf  n 
to  tho  intoroHtH  of  lior  racn.  Moroovfr,  as 
ho  npproach(Ml  tin  oncanipmont  unnotiwd 
whilo  tliodiiofs  wero  yet  iiwiiko  to  m-ory- 
tliiug  aroiuul  them,  liow  littl<>  prohnMlity 
vviiH  thcro  of  liiM  return  licinif  flotectwl 
whilo  nil  Iny  in  tho  most  profound  rf>i)Oso. 
ItiH  truotliat,  for  a  moniont.  Iiis  contiupneo 
doHorted  him  an  l»o  rocnrrcfl  to  tho  onrnost 
diidoj^uoofthotvvo  Indian-",  imd  tlionuddt^n 
display  of  tho  ropo  and  l»oot,  tho  lattor  of 
which  artich'8  ho  had  at  onro  rpooj^nizcd  to 
ho  ono  of  those  ho  had  ho  rocfntly  worn  ; 
hilt  his  npprohojisionM  on  tliat  Bcoro  woro 
againppcedilysottoroHt,  whon  horctlocted, 
haU  any  fluspicion  existed  in  tlio  niiiidH  of 
thego  men  tliatan  enemy  was  lurking  near 
them,  a  general  alarm  would  have  been 
spread,  andlinndredsofwaniorHdesputohod 
to  Hoourtho  forest. 

Tho  Jiif;ht  was  now  rapidly  waning  away, 
and  aheaily  tho  <old  damp  air  of  an 
autumnal  morning  was  beuimiing  to  mnko 
itself  felt.  Mom  than  half  an  hour  had 
•  lapsed  Bineo  tho  deitarturo  of  Ponteac  and 
liiH  companion,  and  yefc  Oueanasta  eanio 
not.  With  II  Hcnso  of  tho  apjnoaeh  of  day 
'■amo  now  and  discouragiiMi  thoughts,  and, 
lor  Bomo  minutes,  the  mind  of  tho  young 
otficer  becamo  petrified  with  horror,  as  ho 
reflected  on  tho  baropos.'.il  ilifyof  his  escapo 
being  intercepted.  Tlio  nc  ro  ho  lingered 
on  this  appreiiousion,  the  nioio  txr-wiklered 
were  his  ideas;  anil  nlr<M(ly  in  horrible 
perspective,  ho  beheld  tho  dcstrnrtiort  of 
ills  nearest  and  dearest  tViends,  and  the 
hostofthoso  who  wero  humbler  followers 
and  partakers  in  tho  samo  destiny.  Absol- 
utely torritied  with  tho  misgivings  of  his 
own  heart,  ho,  in  tho  wildaeas  ana  uncon- 
ncctedness  of  his  purpose,  now  resolved  to 
make  the  attemjit  to  return  alono  although 
ho  knew  not  even  tho  situation  of  the  path 
ho  had  BO  recently  quitted.  Ho  had 
actually  moved  a  paco  forward  on  his 
desperate  enterprise,  when  ho  felt  a  hand 
touching  the  extended  arm  with  which  he 
groped  to  find  tho  entrance  to  his  hiding 
place.  The  unexpected  collision  sent  a 
cold  shudder  through  his  frame ;  and  such 
waa  the  excitement  to  which  ho  had  worked 
himself  up,  it  was  not  without  difficulty  he 
suppressed  an  exclamation,  that  must 
inevitably  have  sealed  his  doom.  The 
soft  tone  of  Oucanasta's  voice  re-assured 
him. 

"Tho  day  will  soon  dawn,"  she  whis- 
pered :  "tho  Saganaw  must  go. ' ' 

With  tho  return  of  hope  camo  the  sense 
of  all  he  owed  to  the  devotedness  of  this 
kind  woman.  IIo  grasped  tho  hand  that 
still  lingered  on  his  arm,  pressed  it  affec- 
tionately in  his  o^vn,  and  then  placed  it  in 
silence  on  his  throbbing  heart.  Tho  breath- 
ing of  Oucanasta  becamo  deeper,  and  the 
young  officer  fancied  he  could  feel  her 


trembling  with  agitation.  Again,  however, 
and  in  a  tone  of  more  Hubdued  cxproasiou 
she  wliispercd  that  ho  must  go. 

Thuco  waa  little  m-ging  ncicessary  to  in- 
duce a  prompt  compliunco  with  tho  hint. 
(Jautiously  emerging  from  his  coneealment, 
<  aptain  de  Holdimar  now  followed  cIomo 
in  the  rear  of  hia  guide,  who  took  the 
same  circuit  of  tho  forest  to  reach  thft 
path  that  led  towards  tho  fort.  This  they 
speedily  gained,  and  then  pursued  their 
course  in  nilenee,  until  they  at  length 
unived  at  tho  log  weio  tho  oxchango  of 
mocassins  had  been  mado. 

"  Uero  tho  Saganaw  may  take?  breath," 
sho  observed,  as  alio  Heatcfl  herself  on  tho 
fallen  tree ;  "tho  sleep  of  tho  red  skin  i^ 
sound,  and  thoro  is  no  ono  upon  tho  path 
but  Oucanasta." 

Anxious  as  ho  felt  to  secure  his  return 
to  tho  fort,  there  was  an  infilled  solicitatioa 
in  tho  tones  of  her  to  whom  ho  owed  so 
much  that  prevented  Captain  do  ITaldimar 
from  ofl'ering  an  objection,  whichJio  feared 
might  bo  construed  into  slight. 

For  a  moment  or  two  tho  Indian  remain- 
ed with  her  arms  folded,  and  her  head  bent 
over  her  chest;  and  then,  m  alow,  deep, 
but  tremulous  voice,  obser^'ed. — 

"  Wlicn  tho  Saganaw  saved  Oucanastft 
from  perishing  in  tho  angry  waters,  thero 
was  a  girl  of  the  i)alo  faces  with  him,  whoso 
skin  was  like  tho  snows  of  tho  Canadian 
winter,  and  whose  hair  was  black  like  tho 
i'ur  of  tho  squirrel.  <  fucanasta  saw,"  she 
pursued,  dropping  her  voice  yet  lower, 
"  that  the  Saganaw  was  loved  by  the  palo 
girl,  and  her  own  heart  was  very  sick,  i'or 
tho  Saganaw  had  saved  her  life,  and  siio 
loved  him  too.  But  sho  knew  she  was  very 
foolish,  and  that  an  Indian  girl  could  never 
be  the  wife  of  a  handsome  chief  of  the  Saga- 
naw ;  and  she  prayed  to  the  Great  Spirit  of 
tho  red  skins  to  give  her  strength  to  ovor- 
como  her  feelings ;  but  the  G-reat  Spirit 
was  angry  withher,  and  would  not  hear  her." 
She  paused  a  moment,  and  then  abruptly 
demanded,  ' '  Where  is  that  palo  girl  now  ?' ' 

Captain  do  Ilaldimar  had  often  been 
rallied,  not  only  by  his  brother  officers,  but 
even  by  his  sister  and  Madeline  de  Haldi- 
mar  herself,  on  tho  conquest  ho  had 
evidently  made  of  the  heart  of  this  Indian 
girl.  The  event  to  which  she  had  alluded 
had  taken  place  several  months  previou.«j 
to  the  brealdng  out  of  hostilities.  Oucanasta 
was  directing  ner  frail  bark,  one  evening, 
along  the  shores  of  tho  Detroit,  when  a 
gust  of  wind  upset  the  canoe,  and  left  its 

Silot  Btrugglitig  amid  tho  waves.  Captain 
o  Ilaldimar,  who  happened  to  be  on  the 
bank  at  tho  moment  with  his  sister  and 
cousin,  was  an  eye-witness  of  her  danger, 
and  instantly  flew  down  the  steep  to  her 
assistance.  Being  an  excellent  svrimmer, 
he  was  not  long  in  gaining  the  spot,  where, 
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tJxL,  sted  with  the  exertion  she  had  made, 
and  eucumhered  with  her  awkwai  d  machc- 
coti,  the  poor  girl  •wn<'  nlrdady  on  the  point  of 
perishing.  But  for  his  timely  assistance, 
indeed,  shemusfc  have  sunk  to  the  bottom  ; 
and  siucothat  period,  the  grateful  being  had 
been  remarked  for  the  strong  but  unex- 
pressed attachmentshe  felt  for  hordeliverer. 
This,  however,  was  thefirstmoment  Captain 
de  Ilaldimar  became  acquainted  with  the 
extent  of  feelings,  the  avowal  of  which  not 
a  little  startled  and  surprised,  and  even 
ii  r_aoyed  him.  The  last  question,  1  /■  ^ever, 
suggested  a  thought  that  kindud  avery 
iibre  of  his  t)cing  into  expectancy, — Ouca..- 
asta  might  be  the  eaviouror  thosehe  loved; 
and  ho  i'el  ^  i  hat  if  time  •were  but  afforded 
her,  nho  wDuld.  He  rose  from  the  log, 
<lroppcil  on  one  knee  l)efore  the  Indian, 
seized  both  her  hands  with  eagemtv-B,  and 
then  in  tones  of  earnest  supplication  whis- 
pered,— 

"  Uucanasta  is  right  •  the  pale  girl  with 
the  skin  like  snow,  mi  hair  like  the  fur 
of  the  squirrel,  is  the  bride  of  the  Saganaw. 
Long  before  he  saved  the  life  of  Oucanasta, 
he  knew  and  loved  that  pale  girl.  She  is 
dearer  to  tlie  tSaganaw  than  his  own  blood ; 
but  she  is  in  the  fort  beyond  the  great  lake, 
and  the  tomahawks  of  the  red  skins  will 
destroy  her ;  for  the  wamors  of  that  fort 
have  no  one  to  tell  them  of  their  danger. 
What  says  the  red  girl?  will  siie  go  and 
save  the  lives  of  the  sister  and  the  wife  of 
the  Saganaw?" 

The  breathing  of  the  Indian  became 
deeper ;  and  Captain  do  Haldimar  fancied 
she  sinhed  heavilj^  as  she  lephed, — 

"  Uucanasta  is  but  a  weak  woman,  and 
her  feet  are  not  swift  like  those  of  a  runner 
among  the  red  ckins  ;  but  what  the  Saga- 
naw a:?ks,  for  his  sake  she  will  try.  Whon 
she  has  soon  him  safe  to  hi°.  own  fort,  she 
will  go  and  prepare  hei-seli  for  the  jomTiey. 
The  pale  girl  shall  lay  lier  head  on  the 
bosom  of  the  Saganaw,  and  Oucanasta  will 
try  to  rejoice  in  her  happiness." 

In  the  fervor  of  his  gratitude,  the  young 
oflBcer  caught  the  drooping  form  of  the 
generous  Indian  wildly  to  his  hcurt ;  his 
lips  pressed  hers,  and  during  the  kiss  that 
followed,  the  heart  of  the  latter  bounded 
and  throbbed  as  if  it  would  have  passed 
from  her  own  into  the  bosom  of  her  com- 
panion. 

Never  was  a  kiss  less  premeditated,  less 
unchaste.  Gratitude,  not  passion,  had  call- 
ed it  forth ;  and  had  MadcUiio  do  Ilaldimar 
been  near  at  the  moment,  the  feehng  that 
impelled  the  seeming  intidelity  to  herself 
would  havo  been  regarded  as  an  additional 
claim  on  hor  afi'ection.  On  the  whole,  how- 
ever, it  was  a  most  imfortimate  and  ill-tim- 
ed kiss,  and,  as  is  often  the  case  under  such 
circumstances,  led  to  tlio  downfall  of  the 
woman.    Li  the  vivacity  of  his  embrace, 


Captain  de  Haldimar  had  drawn  his  guide 
so  far  forward  upoxi  the  log,  that  she  lost 
her  balance,  and  fell  with  a  heavy  and  re- 
verberating crash  among  the  leaves  and 
dried  sticks  that  were  str'>'v»ed  thickly 
around. 

Scarcely  a  second  elapsed  when  the  forest 
was  alive  with  human  yells,  that  fell  ach- 
ingly  on  the  ears  of  both ;  and  bounding 
wttniors  were  heard  on  every  hand^  rapidly 
dividing  the  dense  underwood  they  encoun- 
tered in  their  pm'suit.  Quick  as  thou, '^t 
Lhe  Indian  had  regained  her  feet.  Uba 
grasped  the  hand  of  her  comnnnion  ;  anu 
huriying,  though  not  wiiiiout  citation, 
along  the  path,  again  stood  on  the  brow  of 
the  ravine  thi'ougu  which  they  had  previotifi- 
!y  pa  sued. 

'•The  Saganaw  must  go  alone,"  she  whis- 
pered. "Tiie  rod  skins  are  close  upon  our 
trail,  but  they  will  find  only  an  Indian  wo- 
man when  they  expect  ti.  nale  face.  Ouca- 
nasta will  save  her  friend." 

Captain  do  iialdimar  did  as  he  was  desir- 
ed. Clingmg  to  the  bushes  that  lined  the 
face  of  the  precipitous  descent,  ho  mimag 
ed  once  moro  to  gain  the  bed  of  the  ravine. 
For  a  moment  ho  paused  to  listen  to  the 
sounds  of  his  pursuers,  vhose  footsteps 
were  now  audible  on  the  erainence  ho  had 
just  quitted ;  and  then,  g.aihering  himself 
up  for  the  loc^p  that  was  to  enable  him  to 
clear  the  riv-ulei,  he  threw  himself  heavily 
forward.  His  feet  alighted  upon  an  elevat- 
ed and  yielding  substance,  that  gave  way 
wi+h  a  crashing  sound  that  echoed  far  and 
iiear  throughout  the  forest,  and  ho  felt  him- 
self secured  as  if  in  a  trap.  Although  des- 
jiairing  of  escape,  ho  groped  with  his  hands 
to  discover  what  it  was  that  thus  detained 
him,  and  found  he  had  fallen  through  a 
bark  canoe,  the  bottom  of  which  had  been 
turned  upwards.  The  heart  of  the  fugitive 
now  simk  within  him:  there  could  be  r^o 
doubt  that  his  retreat  was  intercepted  TJ-  > 
canoe  had  been  placed  there  since  he  let  c 
pa*;sed  through  the  ravine  ;  and  it  was  ev: 
dent  from  tbo  close  and  triumphant  yell 
that  followed  the  rending  of  the  frail  bark, 
such  a  result  had  been  anticipated. 

Stmmed  as  ho  was  by  the  terrific  cries  of 
the  Ravages,  and  confused  as  were  his  idea*, 
Captain  do  Ilaldimar  had  still  presence  of 
mmd  to  perceive  thepatkitself  oueredhim 
no  furthur  security.  Ho  therefore  quitted 
it  altogether,  and  struck,  in  an  oblique  di- 
rection, up  liio  opposite  faco  of  the  ravine. 
Scarcely  had  ho  gone  twenty  yards,  when 
he  heard  the  voices  of  several  Indians  con- 
i-craing  earnestly  near  the  canoe  ho  had 
just  quitted;  and  presently  afterwards  ho 
;.ould  distinctly  hear  them  ascending  the 
cpposite  brow  of  the  ravine  by  the  paih  ho 
1  ad  recently  congratulated  liimself  on  hav- 
iii  'I,  abandoned.  To  udvanco  or  to  recede 
was  now  equally  impracticable;    for,    on 
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every  side,  he  was  begirt  by  enemies,  into 
whoso  hands  a  ninglo  false  step  must  inovi- 
tiibly  betray  kim.  WHiiit  would  ho  not  have 
given  for  tho  iiresenco  of  Oucanasta,  wlio 
was  so  capable  of  advising  him  in  this  diffi- 
culty! but,  from  the  moment  of  his  de- 
scending into  tho  ravine,  he  had  utterly 
lost  i^ight  of  her. 

The  spot  on  which  he  now  rested  was 
covered  with  thick  brushwood,  closely  in- 
terwoven at  their  tojxs,  but  affording  suf 
flcient  space  benoath  for  a  temporary  close 
concealment :  so  that,  unless  .some  Indian 
should  touch  him  with  his  foot,  there  was 
little  seeming  probability  of  his  being  dis- 
covered by  tho  eye.  Under  this  ho  c^'opt, 
and  lay,  breathlo.-o  and  motionless,  withhis 
head  raised  froni  tho  ground,  and  his  ear 
on  the  stretch  for  tho  slightest  noise.  For 
bevcral  minutes  he  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion, vainly  seeking  to  catch  the  sound  of 
a  voice,  or  the  fall  of  a  footstep  ;  but  the 
most  deathlike  silence  had  succeeded  to 
the  fierce  yellings  that  had  so  recently  rent 
the  forest.  At  times  he  f  incied  he  could 
distinguish  faint  noises  in  the  direction  of 
the  encampment ;  and  so  certain  was  he  of 
this,  ho  at  length  came  to  tho  conclusion 
that  tlio  Indians,  either  baffled  in  their 
se^irch,  had  relinquished  tho  pursuit,  or 
having  encomitered  Oucanaata,  had  been 
thrown  on  a  different  scent.  His  first  in- 
tention had  been  to  lie  concealed  unt'l  the 
following  night,  when  the  warriors,  no  long- 
er on  the  alert,  should  leave  tlie  path  once 
more  open  to  him  ;  but  now  that  tho  con- 
viction of  their  return  was  strong  on  his 
mind,  ho  changed  his  determination, resolv- 
ing to  mako  tho  best  of  his  way  to  the  fort 
with  the  aid  of  the  approaching  dawn.  With 
this  view  ho  partly  withdrew  his  body  from 
beneath  its  canopy  of  underwOotl;  but 
pcircely  had  ho  done  so,  when  a  hundred 
tongL^es,  like  the  baying  of  so  many  blood- 
hounds, again  rent  the  air  with  their  wild 
cries,  which  seemed  to  rise  tip  from  the 
very  bowels  of  ihe  earth,  and  close  to  tho 
appalled  ear  of  tho  young  officei . 

Scarcely  conscious  of  what  ho  did.  Cap- 
lain  do  Ilaldimar  grasped  one  of  his  pistols, 
for  ho  foncied  ho  felt  the  hot  brcatliing  of 
human  life  upon  his  cheek.  With  a  sickly 
sensation  of  fear,  he  turned  to  satisfy  him- 
self whether  it  was  not  an  illusion  of  his 
heated  imaghiation.  What,  however,  was 
his  dismay,  when  lie  beheld  bending  over 
him  a  dark  and  heavy  form,  the  outline  of 
which  alone  was  distinguishable  in  the  deep 
gloom  in  which  tho  ravine  remained  enve- 
loped! Desperation  was  in  tho  heart  of 
the  excited  officer:  ho  cocked  his  pistol; 
but  scarcely  had  the  sharp  clicking  sound 
floated  ou  the  air,  when  he  felt  a  powerf-d 
hand  ttpon  his  chcsti,  and,  with  as  much 
facility  as  if  ho  had  been  a  child  was  h-.: 
raised  by  that  invisible  hana  to  lus  feet.    A 
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dozen  wan-iors  nowsprasg  to  the  assistance 
of  their  conu'ade,  when  the  whole,  having 
disanned  and  bound  their  prisoner. led  him 
back  in  triumi^h  to  their  encampment. 


CIUPTER  XVIII. 

The  fires  of  tho  Indians  were  now  nearly 
extinct;  but  the  faint  light  of  the  fast 
<lawuing  day  tlirevv  a  ghastly,  sickly,  hue 
over  the  courrccraancos  of  the  savages,  which 
rendered  them  even  more  terrhic  in  their 
war  paint.  Tho  chiefs  grouped  themselves 
iuunediately  aroimd  their  prisoner,  while 
tho  inferior  warriors,  forming  an  outer  cir- 
cle, stood  loaning  their  dark  forms  upon 
tlicir  rifies,  and  following,  with  keen  and 
watchful  eye,  every  movement  of  their  caj)- 
tive.  Hitherto  the  unfortunate  oflicer  had 
been  too  much  engrossed  by  his  despair  to 
pay  any  immediate  attention  to  the  indivi- 
dual who  had  first  discovered  and  seized 
liim.  It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  know  all 
hope  of  the  safety  of  the  garrison  had  j^er- 
ished  witli  his  captivity ;  and,  with  that 
recklessness  of  life  which  often  springs 
from  the  very  consciousness  of  inability  to 
preserve  it,  he  now  sullenly  awaited  the 
loath  which  he  expected  at  each  moment 
would  be  inflicted.  Suddenly  his  ear  was 
startled  by  an  interrogatory,  in  EnglLih, 
trom  one  who  stood  behind  iiim. 

\\'illi  a  movement  of  surprise,  Captain  de 
Haldimar  turned  to  exiiniiiioliis questioner. 
It  was  tho  dark  and  ferocious  warrior  who 
had  exhibited  tho  scalp  of  his  ill-fated  ser- 
vant. For  a  nioniont  tho  officer  fixed  his 
eyes  firmly  and  unshrinkingly  on  those  of 
tho  savage,  seeking  to  reconcile  the  eotiira- 
diction  that  existed  between  his  dress  and 
features  and  the  purity  of  the  English  he 
had  just  spoken.  Tho  other  saw  his  drift, 
and,  impatient  of  the  scrutiny,  again  repeat- 
ed, as  ho  fiercely  pulled  the  strong  leathern 
thong  by  which  tho  prisoner  now  found  him 
self  secured  to  his  girdle, — 

"  Who  and  wliatareyou? — whence  corne 
you  ? — and  for  what  purpose  are  you  hero  Y' ' 
Then,  as  if  struck  by  some  sudden  recollec- 
tion, he  laid  his  hand  upon  tho  shoixiderof 
his  victim ;  and.  while  his  eye  grew  upoti 
his  features,  he  pursued,  in  a  tone  of  vehe- 
mence,— "Ha  !  by  heaven,  I  should  know 
that  face ! — tho  cursetl  lines  of  the  blood  of 
l>o  Ilaldimar  are  stamped  upon  that  brow! 
But  stay,  ono  proof  and  I  am  satisfied."' 
While  ho  yet  Bpoke  ho  dashed  tbo  rncn'"  •  < 
hat  of  lus  captive  to  the  earth,  put  aside  lus 
hair,  and  then,  with  fiendish  exultation, 
pursued, — '•  It  is  even  so.  Do  you  recollect 
tho  battle  of  the  plains  of  Abraham,  Cap- 
tain do  Ilaldimar?  Rticollect  you  tho 
B'reuch  officer  wh<J  auned  so  desperately  at 
your  life  and  whoso  object  was  defeated  by 
.fc  soldier  of  your  ro.giment  ?  I  am  that  ufli 
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cer:  my  victim  escaped  me  then,  but  not 
for  ever.  Tlio  houi-  of  vengeance  is  now 
nearly  arrived,  and  your  canturo  irf  the 
pledge  of  my  success.  Hark,  how  the 
death-cry  of  all  liis  hated  race  will  ring  in 
maclness  on  your  father's  ear  !'' 
Amazement,  stupefaction,  and  horror,  filled 
the  mind  of  the  wr  ^tched  officer  at  tliis  ex- 
traordiuiiry  declaration.  He  ijorfectly  re- 
collocced  that  tho individual  wlio  liail  evinc- 
ed so  much  personal  hostility  on  the  occa- 
sion alluded  to.  was  indeed  a  man  wearing 
the  French imiiorra,  although  at  tho  head  of 
a  band  of  savages,  and  of  a  staturo  and 
strength  similar  to  those  of  him  who 
now  so  tiercL'ly  avowed  himself  the  bitter 
and  deadly  foe  of  all  hid  race.  If  this 
were  so,  and  his  tone  and  language  loft  lit- 
tle room  for  doubt,  the  doom  of  tho  ill-fated 
garrison  wa.^  indeed  irrevocably  sealed. 
This  mysterious  enemy  evidently  possessed 
great  influence  in  tho  councils  of  tho  In- 
ilians ;  and  wliilo  the  hot  breath  of  his  hat- 
red continued  to  fan  tho  flamo  of  lierce  hos- 
tility that  had  been  kindled  in  tho  bosom 
of  Ponteac,  whoso  particular  friend  ho  ap- 
peared to  be,  there  would  be  no  end  to  the 
atrocities  that  must  follow.  Great,  however, 
its  was  tho  dismay  of  Captain  do  ilaldiraar, 
who,  exhausted  with  tho  adventures  of  tho 
night,  presented  a  ghastly  image  of  anxiety 
and  fatigue,  it  was  impossiblo  for  liim  to 
repress  the  feelings  of  indignation  with 
wliich  tho  language  of  this  lierce  man  hud 
inspired  him. 

"If  you  are  in  reality  a  French  officer," 
he  said,  "and  not  an  Englishman  as  your 
accent  would  denote,  tho  sentiments  you 
have  now  avowed  may-well  justify  tho  belief, 
that  you  havo  been  driven  with  ignominy 
from  a  service  which  your  presence  must 
eternally  ha vodisgraced.  There  is  no  coun- 
try in  Europe  that  would  willingly  claim 
you  for  its  subject.  Nay,  even  tho  savage 
race,  with  whom  you  aro  now  connecteil, 
would,  if  apprised  of  your  true  nature, 
spurn  you  as  a  thing  unworthy  to  herd  even 
with  their  wolf-dogs." 

A  fierce  sardonic  laugh  burst  from  the 
lips  of  tho  warrior,  but  this  was  so  mingled 
with  rage  as  to  givo  an  almost  deviUsh  ex- 
l^ression  to  his  features. 

"Ignominy — ignominy!"'  ho  repeated, 
while  his  right  hand  played  convulsively 
with  the  handle  of  his  tomahawk;  "is  it/ 
for  a  Do  Ualdimar  to  taunt  mo  with  igno- 
miny?" Fool!"  ho  pursued,  after  a  mo- 
mentary pause,  "you  havo  sealed  your 
doom."  Then  abruptly  quitting  tho  hand- 
dlo  of  his  weapon,  ho  thrust  his  hand  into 
his  bosom,  ami  again  drawing  fortii  tho 
reeking  scalp  of  Donellan,  he  dashed  it  fur- 
iously in  tho  face  of  his  prisoner.  "Not 
two  hours  sinci',"  he  exclaimed,  "  I  cheered 
myself  with  tho  thought  that  tho  scalp  of  a 
l)o  lIald!m;U'  was  iji   my  j.ioucli.     Njw,  in- 


deed do  I  glory  in  my  mistake.     The  tor- 
tm'o  will  bo  a  more  fitting  death  for  you." 

Had  an  aim  of  tho  insulted  soldier  been 
at  liberty,  tho  otJenoo  would  not  havo  gonci 
unavenged  even  there  |  for  such  was  tho 
desperation  of  his  heart,  tlmt  ho  felt  ho 
could  liavo  hugged  tho  death  struggle  with 
his  insolent  captor,  nol-withstanding  tho 
fearful  odds,  nor  quitted  him  until  one  or 
both  should  have  paitl  tho  debt  of  lici'Co 
eimiity  with  life.  As  it  was  ho  could  only 
betray,  by  his  flashing  eye,  excited  look, 
and  the  impatient  play  of  his  foot  upon  tho 
ground,  the  deep  indignation  that  comsum- 
ed  his  heart. 

Tho  tall  savago  exulted  in  the  mortifica- 
tion he  had  awakened,  and  as  his  eye  gliuic- 
ed  insolently  from  head  to  foot  along  his 
enemy,  its  expression  told  Jiow  much  ho 
laughed  at  tho  imiiot^nco  of  his  anger. 
(Sn.ddenly,  however,  a  change  passed  over 
his  featiu'es.  The  mocassin  of  tho  officer 
had  evidently  attractetl  hi  i  attention,  and 
he  now  demimded,  in  a  more  serious  and 
imperative  tone, — 

"Ilalwhat  means  this  disguise?  Who 
is  tho  wretch  whom  I  havo  slam,  mistaking 
him  for  a  noble  vi  ..im;  and  how  comes  it 
that  an  officer  f/  tl'  English  garrison  ap- 
pears hero  in  tho  (^u.1  b  of  a  servant?  By 
heaven,  it  is  so  I  you  aro  como  as  a  spy  into 
the  camp  of  tho  Indians  to  steal  away  tho 
councils  of  tho  cluefs.  fepeak,  what  havo 
you  heard  T ' 

With  these  questions  retm-ned  tho  calm 
and  self-possession  of  the  officer.  lie  at 
onco  saw  tho  importance  of  hij  answer,  on 
Vthich  hung  not  merely  his  own  last  faint 
chance  of  safety,  but  that  also  of  his  gene- 
rous deliverer.  Strugglhig  to  subduo  tho 
disgust  which  ho  felt  at  holding  converso 
witli  tliis  atrocious  monster,  ho  asked  iu 
turn, — 

"Am  I  then  tho  only  one  whom  the 
warriors  havo  overtaken  in  their  pursuit  ?' ' 

"There  was  a  woman,  tho  sister  of  that 
boy,"  and  ho  pointed  contemptuously  to 
tho  young  chief  who  had  so  recently  as- 
sailed him,  and  who  now,  in  commoa  with 
his  followers,  stood  impatiently  listening 
to  a  cullocjuy  that  was  unintelligiblo  to  all. 

"Speak  truly,  was  sAa  not  tho  traitress 
who  conducted  you  hero  ?' ' 

"Had  you  foundmo  here,"  returned  the 
officer,  with  difficulty  repressing  his  feel- 
ings, "  thcromighthavo  been  some  ground 
for  tho  assertion;  but  surely  tho  councils 
of  tho'chiefs  could  not  bo  overheard  at  the 
distant  point  at  which  you  discovered  me," 

'•Wliyth(5n  were  you  there  in  this  dis- 
guise?— and  who  is  lie,"  again  holding  up 
tho  bloody  scalp,  "  whom  I  havo  desi)oikd 
of  this?" 

"There  aro  few  of  the  Ottawa  Indians,' 
returneil  Captain  do  Haldhnar,"who  aro 
ignorant  thut  I  onco  s.'ivod  that  young  v;o- 
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man's  life.  Is  it  then  so  very  extraordina- 
ry an  attachment  should  have  been  the 
consequence?  The  man  whom  you  slew 
was  my  servant.  1  had  brought  him  out 
with  me  for  protection  during  my  interview 
with  the  woman,  and  I  exchanged  my  uni- 
iorm  with  liirfi  for  the  same  purpose. 
There  is  nothing  in  this,  however,  to  war- 
rant the  supposition  of  my  being  a  spy." 

During  tho  delivery  of  these  more  than 
equivocal  sentences,  which,  however,  he 
I'elfc  were  fully  justified  by  circumstances, 
tho  young  officer  had  struggled  to  appear 
calm  and  confident ;  but,  despite  of  his  ex- 
ertions, his  consciousness  caused  liis  cheek 
to  color,  and  his  eye  to  quail  beneath  the 
soarclxing  glance  of  his  ferocious  enemy. 
The  latter  thrust  his  hand  into  his  chest, 
and  slowly  drew  forth  the  rope  he  had  pre- 
vioasly  exhibited  to  Ponteac. 

"Do  you  think  me  a  fool.  Captain  de 
Ilaldimar,"  he  observed  sneeringly,  "  that 
you  expect  so  paltry  a  tale  to  be  palmed 
successfully  on  my  understanding?  An 
English  officer  is  not  very  likely  to  run  the 
jisk  of  breaking  his  neck  by  having  re- 
course to  such  a  means  of  exit  from  a  be- 
seiged  garrison  merely  to  intrigue  with  an 
Indian  woman,  when  there  are  plenty  of 
soldiers'  wives  witliin,  and  that  too  at  an 
hour  when  ho  knows  tho  scouts  of  his  ene- 
mies are  j)rowling  in  the  Deighb'>i'hood. 
•  Captain  do  Haldimar,"  he  concludf^J.  slow- 
ly and  deliberately,  ''  you  have  lle(.l." 

Despite  of  the  last  insult,  liis  prisoner 
ii-mained  calm.  The  very  observation  that 
had  just  been  made  afibrded  him  a  final 
hope  of  exculpation,  which  if  it  benefited 
not  himself,  might  still  l>o  of  service  to 
tho  generous  Oucanasta. 

"The  onus  of  such  language,"  he  ob- 
served coolly  and  with  dignity,  "falls  not 
on  him  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  but  on  him 
who  utters  it.  Yet  one  who  professes  to 
have  been  himself  a  soldier,  must  see  in 
this  very  circumstance  a  proof  of  my  inno- 
cence. Had  I  been  sent  out  as  a  spy  to 
reconnoitre  tho  movements,  and  to  over- 
liear  tho  council  of  our  enemies,  the  gato 
would  have  been  open  for  my  egress;  but 
that  rope  is  in  itself  an  evidence  I  must 
have  stolen  forth  unknown  to  the  garrison.' ' 

Whether  it  was  tliat  the  warrior  ha<l  his 
o.wn  particular  reasons  for  attaching  truth 
to  this  statement,  or  that  ho  merely  pre- 
tended to  do  eo.  Captain  do  Ilaldimar  saw 
with  secret  satisfaction  Ixis  last  argument 
was  oonclusivc. 

'•Well,  bo  it  so,"  retorted  tho  savage, 
while  a  ferocious  smile  passed  over  his 
swarthy  features;  "but,  whether  you  have 
lnM-n  h'^rcas  a  spy.  or  have  merely  ventur- 
"  I  out  in  prosecution  of  an  intrigue,  it 
matters  not.  Before  tho  sun  has  travelled 
I  >i'  in  the  meridian  you  die;  and  the  toma- 
lur.vk  of  yom-  father's  deadly  foe — of— of 


— of  Wacousta,  &>  I  am  called,  shall  be  the 
first  to  drink  your  blood.' ' 

Th(!  officer  made  a  final  effort  at  mercy. 
"Who  or  what  you  are,  on  whence  your 
hatred  of  my  family,  I  know  not,"  he  said  ; 
■•  but  sm-elyl  have  never  injm-ed  you: 
wherefore,  then,  this  insatiable  thirst  for 
my  blood?  If  you  are  indeed  a  Christian 
and  a  soldier,  let  your  heart  be  touclu'tl 
witli  humanity  andj^rocuremy  restoration 
tomy  friends.  You  onco  attempted  my 
lif(!in  honorable  combat,  why  not  wait  then 
mitil  a  fitting  opportunity  shall  give  not  a 
bound  and  defenceless  victim  to  you?  steel 
but  one  whose  resistance  may  render  him  a 
conquest  worthy  of  your  arm?" 

'•What!  and  bo  balked  of  the  chance  of 
my  just  revenge?  Ilea:  me.  Captain  .do 
Ilaldunar,"  he  pursued,  in  that  low,  quick 
deep  tono  that  told  all  the  strong  excite- 
ment of  his  heart : — I  have,  it  is  true,  no 
jiarticular  enmity  to  yourself,  further  than 
tliat  you  are  a  De  Ilaldimar ;  but  hell  does 
not  supply  a  feehng  half  so  bitter  as  ray 
enmity  to  your  proud  father ;  and  months, 
nay  years,  have  I  passed  in  the  hope  of  sucii 
an  hour  as  this.  For  this  I  have  forsworn 
my  race  and  become — what  you  nowbehi^ld 
me — a  savage  both  in  garb  and  character. 
But  this  matters  not,"  he  continHed,  fierce- 
ly and  impatiently,  "  yom'  doom  is  seal- 
ed ;  and  before  another  sun  has  risen,  your 
stern  father's  gaze  shall  be  blasted  with  the 
sight  of  the  mangled  cai'cass  of  his  first 
born.  Ilalhalha  !"  and  he  laughed  low 
and  exultingly,  "even  now  I  thmk  I  see 
him  withering,  if  heart  so  hard  can  wither, 
beneath  this  proof  of  my  undying  hate." 
"  Fiend  ! — monster ! — devil !"  exclaimed 
the  excitod  officer,  now  losing  sight  of  all 
considerations  of  prudence  in  the  deep  hor- 
ror inspired  by  his  ciptor. — "Kill  me — 
tovtUKe  me — commit  any  cruelty  on  mc,  if 
such 'e  your  savage  will ;  but  outrage  not 
hurianity  by  the  fulfilment  of  yom-  last 
di.gusting  threat.  Sutler  not  a  father's 
h>,arfc  to  be  agonised — a  father's  eye  to  bo 
blasted — with  a  view  of  tho  mangled  re- 
mams  of  him  to  whom  ho  has  given  life.'' 

Again  tho  savage  rudely  pulled  tho  thong 
that  liound  his  prisoner  to  Jiis  girdle,  and 
removing  liis  tomahawk  from  his  belt,  and 
holding  its  sullied  point  close  under  the 
eye  of  the  former,  exclaimed,  as  ho  bent 
eagerly  over  him, — 

"See  you  this,  Caj^tain  do  Ilaldimar? 
At  tho  still  hour  of  midnight,  while  you 
had  abandoned  your  guard  to  revel  in  tho 
arms  of  yoiu*  Indian  beauty,  I  stole  into  tho 
fort  l)y  means  of  tho  same  rope  that  you 
had  usevi  in  quitting  it.  Unseen  by  tho 
sentinels,  I  gained  your  father's  apartment. 
It  was  the  fii-;  t  time  we  had  met  for  twenty 
yeiU's  ;  and  I  do  believe,  that  had  tho  very 
devil  himsf^it"  presented  himself  in  my 
ulace,  ho  wouiu  have  been  received  with 
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fewer  marks  of  horror.  Oh,  how  that  iiroud 
iiiiux'a  eyo  quailed  beneath  this  glittering 
blade !  Ifo  attempted  to  call  out,  but  my 
lookparalj-sed  his  tongue,  and  cold  drops  of 
sweat  stole  rapidly  down  his  brow  and  cheek. 
Then  it  was  that  my  seared  heart  onco  more 
boat  with  the  intoxication  of  triumph. 
Your  father  was  alone  and  unai-med,  and 
tlu'oughout  the  fort  not  a  sound  was  to  be 
heard,  save  the  di^^tant  tread  of  the  senti- 
nels. I  could  have  laid  him  dead  at  my 
I'oet  at  a  single  blow,  and  yet  have  secured 
my  retueat.  But  no,  that  was  not  my  ob- 
ject. I  came  to  taunt  him  with  the  pro- 
mise of  my  revenge — to  tell  him  the  hour 
of  my  triumph  was  api^roacliing  fast ;  and 
ha!"'  he  concluded,  laughing  hideously  as 
lie  passed  his  largo  rude  liund  through  the 
wavy  hair  of  the  now  uncovoretl  officer," 
'•this  is,  indeed,  a  fair  and  unexpected  lu'st 
earnest  of  the  full  redemption  ot  my  pledge. 
No — no !''  he  continued,  as  if  talking  to  him- 
self, "ho  must  not  die.  Tontalus-liko  ho 
shall  have  death  ever  apj^arently  within  his 
grasp  J  but  until  all  his  raco  liavo  perished 
before  his  eyes,  ho  shall  not  attain  it. 

riithorto  tho  Indians  had  preservetl  an 
attitude  of  quiet,  listening  to  tho  interro- 
gatories put  to  the  prisoner  with  that 
wonder  and  curiosity  with  which  a  savage 
people  hear  a  language  different  from  their 
own;  and  marking  tho  several  emotions 
that  were  elicited  in  tho  course  erf  the 
animated  colloquy  of  thepale faces.  Gradu- 
ally, however,  they  became  imiDatient  under 
its  duration;  and  many  of  them,  in  the 
excitement  produced  by  tho  fierco  manner 
of  him  who  was  called  Wacousta,  fixed  their 
dark  eyes  upon  tho  captive,  while  they 
grasped  tho  handles  of  their  tomahawks, 
as  if  they  would  have  disputed  with  the 
former  tiio  privilege  of  dyeing  his  weapon 
first  in  his  blood.  When  they  saw  tho  war- 
rior hold  up  his  menacing  blade  to  tho  eye 
of  his  victim,  while  he  passed  his  hand 
through  tho  redundant  hair,  that  at  once 
inferred  tho  sacrifice  was  about  to  bo  com- 
pleted, and  rushing  furiously  forward,  thoy 
bounded,  and  leaped,  and  yelled,  and  bran- 
dished their  own  weapons  in  the  most  ap- 
palling manner. 

Already  had  tho  unhappy  officer  given 
himselfup  for  lost;  fifty  bright  tomahawks 
were  playing  about  his  head  at  tho  same 
instant,  and  death — that  death  which  is 
never  without  terror  to  tho  young,  however 
bravo  they  may  be  in  the  hour  of  generous 
conflict — seemed  to  have  arrived  at  last. 
IIo  raised  his  eyes  to  heaven,  couuuitting 
his  soul  to  his  God  in  tho  same  silent 
prayer  that  ho  offered  up  i'or  tho  preser- 
vation of  liis  friends  and  comrades  ;  and 
then  bonding  them  upon  tho  earth,  sum- 
moned all  his  coUectediiess  and  coiu-age  to 
sustain  him  through  tho  trial.  At  tho  vory 
moment,  however,  when  he  exnected  to 


feel  the  crashing  steel  within  his  brain,  he 
felt  himself  again  violently  pulled  by  the 
thong  tliat  secured  his  hands.  In  the  next 
instant  ho  was  pressed  close  to  tho  chest 
of  his  vast  enemy,  who,  with  ono  arm  en- 
circling his  prisoner,  and  tlio  other  bran- 
dishing his  fierce  blado  in  rai)id  evolutions 
round  his  head,  kept  the  yelling  band  at 
bay^  with  tho  evident  imshaken  determi- 
nation to  maintain  his  solo  and  acknow- 
ledged right  to  tho  disposal  of  his  captive. 

For  several  moments  tho  event  appeared 
doubtfuU  ;  but,  notwithstanding  his  ex- 
treme agility  in  tho  use  of  a  weai^on,  intne 
management  of  which  ho  evinced  all  tho 
dexterity  of  the  most  practiced  na  ive,  the 
odds  were  fearfully  against  Wacowstajand 
wliilo  his  flashing  eyo  and  swellmg  chest 
betrayed  his  purpose  rather  to  perish  him- 
self than  sutler  tho  infringement  of  his 
claim,  it  was  evident  that  numbers  must, 
in  tho  end,  jirevail  against  him.  On  an  ap- 
peal to  Ponteac,  however,  of  which  ho  now 
suddenly  betuought  himself,  tho  authority 
of  tho  latter  was  successfully  exerted,  and 
ho  was  again  left  in  tho  full  and  undis- 
turbed possession  of  his  prisoner. 

A  low  earnest  conversation  now  ensued 
among  tho  chiefs,  in  which,  as  before, 
Wacousta  bore  a  princii^al  part.  When  this 
was  terminated,  several  Indians  approached 
tho  unha])py  oflBcer,  and  unfastening  the 
lliong  with  which  his  hands  were  firmly  and 
even  painfully  girt,  deprived  him  both  of 
coat,  waistcoat  and  shirt.  lIo  was  then 
bound  a  second  time  in  tho  same  manner, 
his  body  besmeared  with  paint,  and  his  head 
so  disguised  as  to  givo  him  tho  caricature 
semblance  of  an  Indian  warrior.  Wlien 
these  preparations  were  completed,  ho  was 
led  to  the  tree  in  which  he  had  been  previous- 
ly concealed,  and  thero  firmly  neoured. 
Meanwhile,  Wacousta,  at  the  head  of  a  nu- 
merous band  of  warriors,  had  departed  onco 
more  in  tho  direction  of  tho  fort 

With  tho  rising  of  the  sun  now  vanished 
all  traces  of  the  mist  that  had  fallen  sinco 
tho  early  hours  of  morning,  leaving  tho 
unfortimato  ofl[icer  ample  leisure  to  survey 
tho  difficulties  of  his  position.  Ho  had 
fancied,  from  tho  course  taken  by  his  guido 
tho  previous  night,  that  tho  plain  or  oasis, 
as  we  have  elsewhere  termed  it,  lay  in  tho 
vory  heart  of  tho  forest ;  but  that  routa  now 
proveil  to  liavo  l)een  circuitous.  Tho  treo 
to  whioli  he  was  bound  was  ono  of  a  slight 
belt,  separating  tho  encampment  from  tho 
open  grounds  which  extended  towards  tho 
river,  and  which  was  so  thin  and  scattered 
on  that  side  as  to  leave  tho  clear  silver 
waiorsof  the  Detroit  visible  at  intervals. 
nil,  what  would  ho  not  have  given,  at 
thiit  cheering  sight,  to  have  had  his  limbs 
free  and  his  chance  of  life  staked  on  tho  swift- 
ness of  his  flight  1  While  ho  had  imagined 
himself  begirt  by  interminable  foiest,   ho 
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felt  as  one  whose  very  thought  to  ehide 
tlicsjwho  were,  m  somo  degree,  the  deities 
of  tiiat  wild  scone,  must  bo  paralysed  in  its 
Hrst  conception.  But  here  was  the  vivify- 
ing picture  of  civilised  nature.  Cornfields, 
although  trodden  down  and  destroyed — 
dwelling  houses,  although  burnt,  or  dilapi- 
ilatod — told  of  the  existence  of  those  who 
were  of  the  same  race  with  himself;  and 
notwithstanding  these  had  perished  even 
as  ho  must  perish,  still  there  was  something 
in  the  asi)oct  of  the  very  ruins  of  their  h.i- 
bitatioiis  which,  contrasted  with  the  solemn 
gloom  of  tlio  forest,  caricd  a  momentary 
and  indefuiablo  consolation  to  his  spirit. 
Then  there  was  tlie  ripe  and  teeming 
orchvrd,  and  the  low  whitewashed  cabin  of 
the  Canadian  peasant,  to  whom  the  offices 
of  charity,  andtho  duties  of  humanity,  were 
no  strangers ;  and  Vv-ho,  also,  although  the 
secret  enemies  of  his  country,  had  no  mo- 
tive for  personal  hostility  towards  himself. 
Then,  on  tlio  river  itself,  even  at  that  early 
hour,  was  to  be  seen,  fastened,  to  the  long 
stake  driven  into  its  bed,-  or  secured  by  the 
rudo  anchor  of  stone  appended  to  a  cable 
of  twisted  oark,  the  light  canoe  or  clumsy 
periagua  of  the  i)easant  fisherman,  who, 
ever  and  anon,  drewup  from  its  deep  bosom 
whatever  tenant  of  these  waters  might 
chance  to  atlix  itself  to  the  traitorous  hook. 
It  is  true  that  his  view  of  these  objects  was 
only  occasional  and  indistinct ;  but  his  in- 
'dmato  acijuintance  with  the  localities 
beyond  brought  everything  iioforo  Captain 
do  Ilaldimar's  eye;  and  even  while  ho 
sighed  to  think  they  weie  for  ever  cut  oif 
iVom  his  roach,  ho  already,  in  idea,  followed 
the  courso  of  Ihght  he  should  pursue  were 
the  power  but  atibrded  him. 

From  this  irain  of  painful  and  exciting 
fhou.Tht  the  wretched  captive  was  aroused, 
'ly  a  faint  but  continued  yolUng  in  a  dis- 
tant part  of  the  forest,  and  in  the  direction 
tliat  had  been  taken  by  Wacoifcta  and  his 
^varriors.  Then,  :iftcr  a  short  in-wrval,  came 
the  loud  booming  of  th"  cannon  of  the 
fort,  carried  on  wuh  a  spirit  ar 'I  prompti- 
tude that  told  of  somo  pressir.g  and  dan- 
gerous emergency,  and  fainter  afterwards 
the  sharp  shrill  reports  of  the  rifles,  bear- 
ing evidence  the  savages  were  alr<^dy  in 
close  collision  with  the  garrison.  Vai-ious 
were  the  conjectures  that  passeil  rapidly 
through  tho  mind  of  the  young  officer,  dur- 
ing a  firing  that  had  called  almust  every 
Indian  in  the  encampment  iiway  to  the 
-cone  of  action,  save  the  two  or  three  young 
t'ttawas  who  had  been  left  to  guard  his  ovm 
person,  and  who  lay  upon  the  swanl  near 
hiin,  with  head  ei-ect  and  ear  sharply  set, 
listening  to  the  startling  sound.-^  of  conflict. 
^V^lat  the  motive  of  the  hurried  departui'e 
'  '  the  Indians  was  he  knew  not:  but  he 
had  conj<M:;tured  the  object  of  the  fierce  Wa- 
co usta  vim  tu  pQt>sesi3  hiiud«If  of  the  uni- 


form in  which  his  wretched  servant  was 
clothed,  that  no  mistake  might  occur  in  his 
identity,  when  its  true  ovjner  should  lie 
exhibited  in  it,  within  view  of  the  fort, 
mangled  and  disfigured,  in  the  manner  that 
fierce  and  mysterious  man  had  alreatly 
threatened.  It  was  exceedingly  probable 
the  Ijody  of  Douellan  had  been  mistaken 
for  his  own,  and  that  in  the  an.xiety  of  his 
father  to  iirevent  the  Indians  from  carrnng 
it  off;  the  cannon  had  deendirected  to  open 
upon  them.  But  if  this  were  the  case,  how 
were  tho  reports  of  tho  rifles  and  tho  fierce 
yellings  that  continued,  save  at  intervals, 
to  ring  tlu-oughout  tho  forest  to  be 
accounted  for?  The  bullets  of  the  In- 
dians evidently  could  not  reach  the  fort, 
and  they  were  too  wily,  and  attached  too 
much  value  to  their  ammunition,  to  risk  a 
shot  that  was  not  certain  of  carrying  a 
wound  with  it.  For  a  moment  the  fact  it- 
self flashed  across  his  mind,  and  he  attri- 
buted the  fire  of  small  arms  to  the  attack 
and  defence  of  a  party  that  had  been  gent 
out  for  the  'purpose  of  securing  the  body, 
supposed  to  be  his  own ;  yet,  if  so,  again 
how  was  ho  to  account  for  his  not  hearuig 
tho  report  of  a  single  musket  ?  His  ea"r 
was  too  well  practised  not  to  know  the 
sharp  crack  of  tho  rifle  from  the  heavy  dull 
discharge  of  the  musket,  and  as  yet  the 
j  former  only  had  been  distinguishable,  amid 
the  intervals  that  ensued  between  each  sul- 
len booming  of  the  cannon.  While  this 
impression  continued  on  tho  mind  of  the 
anxious  officer.he  caught,  with  the  avidity 
of  desperation,  at  thofahit  and  improbable 
idea  that  his  companions  might  be  able  to 
penetrate  to  his  place  of  concealment,  and 
procure  Ids  liberation  ;,  b'-.  \dienlie  found 
the  firing,  instead  of  dra,«ng  nearer,  was 
confined  to  tho  same  spot,  and  even  more 
fiercely  kept  up  by  tho  Indians  towards  the 
close,  ho  again  gave  way  to  his  despair, 
and  resigning  himself  to  his  fate,  no  longer 
sought  comfort  in  vain  speculation  as  to  Us 
cause.  Ills  car  now  catight  the  report  of 
the  last  shell  as  it  exploded,  and  then  all 
was  still  and  liushed,  as  if  what  he  had  so 
ret^ently  heard  was  but  a  dream. 

Tiie  first  intimation  given  him  of  the 
return  of  the  savages  was  the  death  howl, 
set  up  by  the  women  within  the  encamp- 
ment. Captam  do  Ilaldimar  ttu-ned  his 
eyes,  instinct  with  terror,  towards  the 
scenc^  and  beheld  the  wa.-riors  slowly 
issuh  g  frorn  thr>  opposite  side  of  the  forest 
into  heplaia.  and  bearing  in  .'41enco  the 
dead  aicf  stitVaed  forms  of  th-'^e  who  ha.  I 
been  cuj  down  by  the  destructive  lire  from 
the  fort.  Their  mien  was  sullen  and  re- 
vengeful, and  more  than  one  dark  and 
gleaming  eye  did  he  ejcounter  titrned 
upon  him,  with  an  ey.i)re?>ion  that  seemed 
to  say  a  separate  tortun'  should  avenge  th. 
<i«ttth  of  eack  of  th'*h'  fallen  comrade 
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The  early  part  of  the  morning  wore 
away  in  jiroparation  for  the  interment  of 
the  slain.  These  wore  placed  in  rows  under 
the  council  shed,  where  they  were  attended 
by  their  female  relatives,  who  composed 
the  features  and  confined  the  limbs,  while 
the  gloomy  warriors  dug,  within  the  limit  of 
the  encampment,  rude  graves,  of  a  depth 
just  BulRcient  to  receive  the  body.  When 
these  were  completed,  the  dead  wore 
deposited,  with  the  usual  superstitious  cer- 
emonies of  these  i>eo])le,  in.  their  several 
receptacles,  ai'ter  which  a  mound  of  earth 
■was  thro\\'n  ujj  over  each  and  the  whole 
covered  with  round  logs,  so  disposed  as  to 
form  a  tomb  of  semicircular  shape  :  at  the 
head  of  each  grave  was  finally  planted  a 
polo,  bearing  various  devices  in  paint, 
intended  to  illustrate  the  warlike  achieve- 
ments of  the  defunct  parties. 

(.'aptain  tlo  llaldimar  hud  followed  the 
course  of  these  proceedings  with  a  boating 
heart ;  for  too  plainly  had  ho  read  in  the 
dark,  and  threatening  manner  both  of  men 
and  women,  that  the  retribution  about  to 
wreaked  upon  himself  would  bo  terrible 
indeed.  Muc.-h  as  he  clung  to  life,  nnd 
bitterly  as  ho  mourned  at  his  early  cutting 
otf  from  the  atfections  hitherto  identitied 
witli  his  existence,  his  wretchedness  would 
have  been  less,  had  he  not  been  overwhelm- 
ed Ijy  the  conviction  that,  with  him,  must 
perish  every  chance  of  the  safety  of  those, 
the  bare  recollection  of  whom  made  the 
bitterness  of  death  even  more  bitter. 
Jlarrowing  as  were  these  reflections,  bo 
fi-lt  that  immediato  destruction,  since  it 
could  not  be  avoided,  would  be  rather 
ii  Messing  than  otherwise.  But  such,  evi- 
'lently,  was  not  the  purpose  of  his  relent- 
Ic^ss  enemy.  Every  species  of  torment 
which  his  cruel  invention  could  supply 
^vould,  he  folt  convinced,  bo  exercised 
upon  his  i'rame  ;  and  with  this  impression 
on  his  mind,  it  would  have  required  sterner 
nerves  than  his,  not  to  have  shrunk  from 
the  very  anticipation  of  so  dreadful  an 
ordeal. 

It  was  now  noon,  and  yet  no  visible 
preparation  was  making  fiw  the  consum- 
mation of  the  saeritice.  This,  Capt.iiude 
llaldimar  imputed  to  the  absence  of  the 
tierce  Wacousta,  whom  ho  had  not  seen 
since  the  return  of  the  v.arriors  from  the 
skirmish.  Thi-.  momentary  disappearan(3e 
of  ttfus  extraordinary  ard  ferocious  man 
was.  however,  frau,:iht  with  no  consola- 
tion to  kis  tmfortunau>  jirisonci,  who  felt 
ho  was  i>nly  engaged  in  taking  such  raea- 
.'  ures  as  would  render  not  only  hi-  destruc- 
tion more  certain,  but  his  jtrelimmai'y  sui' 
irrings  more  complicated  and  j>rotracted. 
While  ho  was  thus  indulging  ii  fruitless 
speculation  as  to  the  motive  for  \ms  .absence, 
he  fancied  ho  heartl  the  rej»ort  of  *  rifle, 
succeeded  immediately  afterwards  by  th^ 


war-whoop,  at  a  considerable  distance,  nnd 
in  the  direction  cf  the  river.  In  thi.s  im 
pression  he  was  confirmed,  l)y  the  sudden 
upstarting  to  their  feet  of  the  young  Indians 
to  whose  custody  he  had  been  committed, 
who  now  advanced  to  the  outer  cdgo  of  the 
belt  of  forest,  with  the  apparent  object  of 
obtaining  a  more  imconiined  view  of  the 
open  gro  ;nd  that  lay  beyond.  The  rapid 
gliding  of  spectral  forms  from  the  interior 
of  the  encamiiment  in  the  same  direction, 
denoted,  moreover,  that  the  Indians  gene- 
rally had  heard,  and  were  attracted  by  the 
same  sound. 

Presently  afterwards,  the  exclamations 
' '  waugh ! "  and  "  Wacousta ! — Wacousta  1" " 
from  those  who  had  reached  the  extreme 
skirt  of  the  forest,  fell  on  the  dismayed 
earof theyoungofiicer.  Itwascvident, from 
the  peculiar  tones  in  which  these  words  were 
pronounced,  that  they  behold  that  warrior 
approaching  them  with  some  communica- 
tion of  interest:  and,  sickath(-'art,  and  tilled 
with  irrepressible  dismay.  Captain  do  llal- 
dimar felt  his  pulse  to  throb  more  violently 
as  each  moment  brought  liis  enemy  nearer 
to  him. 

A  startling  interest  was  now  created 
.among  the  Indians  •,  for,  as  th(;  savage  war- 
rior iieared  the  forest,  his  lips  pealed 
forth  that  peculiar  cry  which  is  meant  to 
announce  some  intelligence  of  alarm. 
Scarcely  had  its  echoes  died  away  in  the 
forest,  when  the  whole  of  the  warriors 
rushed  from  tlio  encampment  towards  the 
clearing.  Directed  by  the  soimd,  Captain 
do  llaldimar  bent  his  eyes  upon  the  thin 
slvirt  of  wood  that  lay  immediately  before 
him,  and  at  intervals  cotild  s^e  the  tower- 
ing form  of  that  vast  »varrior  bounding, 
svith  incrediVjlo  speed,  up  the  sloping 
ground  that  led  fron>  the  town  towards 
the  forest.  A  ravine  lay  before  him  but 
this  he  cleared  with  a  prodigious  ctfort,  at 
a  single  leap ;  and  then,  continuing  his 
way  up  the  slope,  amid  the  low  guttitral 
.acclamations  of  the  warriors  at  his  extra- 
ordinary dexterity  and  strength,  finally 
gained  the  side  of  Ponteac,  then  loaning 
carelessly  against  a  tree  at  a  short  distance 
i'rom  the  i)risoner. 

A  lr,w  and  animated  conversation  now 
ensued  between  these  two  important  per- 
sonages, which  at  moments  assumed  the 
character  of  violent  discussion.  From 
what  Captain  do  llaldimar  could  collect, 
tlie  Ottawa  chief  was  severely  rejiroving 
his  frieml  for  the  inconsiderate  ardor  which 
had  hnl  him  that  morning  into  collision 
with  those  whom  it  was  theii'  object  to  lull 
'nto  security  by  a  carc^ful  avoidance  of  hos- 
tility, and  1!'  'ing  the  possibility  of  tkeir 
plan  bfin^  nieated  in  consequence.  He 
mop^ov  ■  obstinately  refused  the  pressing 
ivquo-  vif  Wacousta,  in  regard  to  some 
present   enterprise  which   the   latter  had 
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just  suggested,  the  precise  nature  of  vvliich, 
Jiowever,  Captain  ho  llaldiniar  could  not 
]i;ai'n.  Meanwhile,  the  rajiid  flitting  of  nu- 
nu'rnus  forms  to  and  from  tho  cncampniont, 
iui<tyed  in  jiU  tho  liorco  panoply  of  savago 
warfare,  whilo  low  exclamations  of  oxcito- 
niciit  occasionally  caught  his  oar,  led  the 
uiii  ■•■r  to  infer,  strange  and  unusual  as 
tiuAi  an  occurrence  was,  that  cither  the  de- 
t i.hment  already  engaged,  or  a  second, 
was  advancing  on  their  position.  Still, 
this  offered  little  chance  of  security  for 
liitnself;  for  more  than  once,  during  his! 
long  conference  with  I'onteac,  had  the  i 
ilo  CO  Wacousta  bent  his  cyo  in  ferocious  j 
tiiumph  on  liis  victim,  as  if  he  would  have 
Slid, — ''Come  what  will — whatever  ho  the 
result — you,  at  least,  shall  not  escape  me." 
Indeed,  so  contident  did  tho  latter  feel 
In  ;t  the  instant  of  attack  would  lie  the  sig- 
n  1  of  his  own  death,  t  hat  after  the  first  mo- 
}n^'ntary  nnd  instinctive  cheering  of  his 
>l)irit,  he  rather  iegrett"d  tho  circumstance 
oi  their  approach;  or,  if  he  rejoiceil  at  all, 
it  was  only  because  it  alTordcd  him  the  pros- 
].ect  of  immediate  death,  instead  of  heing 
cxjiosed  to  all  tho  horror  of  a  lingering 
and  agonising  suffering  from  the  torture. 

Vvlxilo  the  chiefs  wero  yet  carn'.'stly  con- 
verging, tho  alarm  cry,  jireviou-ly  uttered 
1 'y  Wacousta,  %vas  repealed,  although  in  a 
lo'.v  and  subdued  tone,  by  several  of  the 
Indians  who  ptood  on  tho  In'ow  of  the  orn- 
i'.ience.  Ponteac  started  suddenly  to  the 
f  ime  point ;  but  Wacousta  continued  for  a 
i;ioment  or  two  rooted  to  the  spot  on 
Vvljich  he  stood,  with  the  air  of  one  in 
doubt  as  to  what  course  he  shouldpursue. 
lie  then  abruptly  jaised  liis  head,  fixed  his 
d.uk  and  menacing  eye  on  hki-captivo,  and 
WIS  already  in  tho  act  of  approaching  him, 
when  tho  earnest  and  repeated  demamls 
f<:ir  his  jiresence,  by  tho  C'ttawa  chief,  dr(>w 
him  once  more  to  tho  outskirt  of  tho  wood. 

Again  Captain  do  llaldiniar  breathed 
freely.  Tho  presence  of  that  fierce  man 
had  been  a  clog  upon  the  vital  functions  of 
hi.-:,  heart;  and  to  bo  relieved  from  it,  oven 
r.t  a  moment  like  the  present,  when  far 
more  important  interests  might  be  sup- 
j.oscd  to  occupy  his  mind,  was  a  gratitica- 
ti  *n,  of  which  not  even  the  con3rii>usness 
of  unpending  death  could  wholly  deprive 
him.  From  tho  continued  pressing  of  the 
Indians  towards  one  particular  i)oint  in 
tho  clearing  ho  now  conjectiu-ed,  that, 
from  that  point,  tho  advance  of  the  troops 
was  visible.  Anxious  to  obtain  even  a  mo- 
n\entary  view  of  those  whom  he  d(>emed 
himself  f  ited  never  more  to  mingle  with  in 
this  life,  he  raised  himself  upon  his  feet, 
nnd  stretched  his  neck  and  bent  his  eager 
glance  in  the  direction  which  Wacousta 
h  ul  approached ;  but.  so  closely  were  the 
d  uk  warriors  grouped  among  the  trees,  ho 
found  it  impossible.     Once  or  twice,  how- 


ever, he  thought  ho  could  distinguish  the 
gleaming  of  tho  English  bayonets  in  the 
bright  sunshine,  as  they  seemed  to  file  oil 
in  a  parallel  line  witli  tho  ravine.  Oh. 
how  his  generous  heart  throbbed  at  that 
moment ;  an'l  how  ardently  did  ho  wish 
that  ho  could  have  stood  in  die  position  ol 
tho  meanest  soldier  in  those  gallant  ranks  I 
rerhaps  his  own  brave  and  devoted  grena- 
diers were  of  the  number  burning  with 
enthusiasm  to  bo  led  against  tho  ca])torsor 
destroyers  of  their  officer ;  and  this  thought 
add^il  to  his  wretchedness  stiil  inoio. 

While  tho  unfortunate  prisoner,  thu.s 
strangely  excited,  bent  his  whole  soul  on 
the  scene  before  him,  lie  fancied  ho  heard 
tho  approach  of  a  cautious  footstoi).  He 
turned  his  head  as-^well  as  his  confined  posi- 
tion wouM  admit,  and  beheld,^ close  behind 
him,  a  dark  Indian,  whoso  eyes  alone  were 
visible  above  the  blanket  in  wliich  his  i)or- 
son  was  completely  enveloped.  His  right 
ai'm  was  ujilifteif,  and  the  blade  of  ascal])- 
ing  knil'e  glittered  in  his  hand.  A.  cold 
shudder  ran  through  the  veins  of  the 
young  officer,  and  he  closed  his  eyes,  that 
he  might  not  see  tho  blow  which  lie  felt 
was  about  to  be  directed  at  his  heart.  The 
Indian  glanced  hurriedly  yet  cautiously 
around,  to  see  if  he  was  oljserved  :  and 
then,  ^\•ith  a  rapidity  of  thought,  dirided 
first  the  lliongs  tliat  secured  the  legs,  and 
then  those  which  confined  tho  arms  of 
tho  defenceless  captive.  When  Captain  de 
Ilaldimar,  full  of  astonishment  at  fmding 
himself  once  more  at  lib(>rt}-,  again  un- 
closed his  eyes,  they  fell  on  the  not  unliand- 
somo  features  of  the  young  chief,  the  bro- 
ther of  (Jucanasta. 

"  ThetSaganaw  U  the  prisoner  of  Wacou- 
sta," said  the  Indian  hastily;  "and  Wa- 
cousta is  tho  enemy  of  tho  young  Ottawa 
chief.  The  warriors  of  the  pale  faces  are 
there"  (andho  pointed  directly  before  him). 
'If  tho  iSaganaw  has  li  Viold  heart  and  a 
.swift  foot,  lie  may  save  liis  life;"  and,  with 
this  intimation,  he  htirried  away  in  the 
same  cautious  manner,  and  was  in  the 
next  instant  seen  making  a  circuit  to  ar- 
rive at  the  point  at  which  tho  principal 
strength  of  the  Indians  was  collected. 

The  ]iosition  of  Captain  de  Ilaldimar  had 
now  attained  its  acmo  of  interest;  for  on 
his  own  exertions  alone  depended  every 
thing  that  remained  to  be  accomplished. 
With  wonderful  presence  of  mind  he  sur- 
veyed all  the  difficulties  of  liis  course, 
while  he  availed  liimself  at  tho  samo  mo- 
ment of  whatever  iidvantagcs  were  within 
his  grasp.  On  th'-  approach  of  Wacousta, 
tho  young  Indians,  to  whose  custody  he 
Iiad  been  committed,  had  retti^ed  to 
their  post :  but  no  sooner  had  tharwarrior, 
obeying  tlu^  call  of  Ponteao,  again  depart- 
ed, than  they  once  moro  flew  to  the  extreme 
skirt  of  the  forest,   after  fLrst  satiafyiiig 
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themselves  the  ligatures,  which  confined 
their  prisoner,  wero  secure.  Either  vvitli 
a  view  of  avoiding  unnecessary  cncum- 
branco  in  their  coui-se,  or  througli  liurry 
and  inadvertence,  they  had  left  tln'ir  blin- 
kets  near  the  foot  of  tho  tree.  Tlio  iirst 
thought  of  tho  officer  was  to  seize  one  of 
these  5  for,  in  order  to  gain  the  point 
whence  his  final  effort  to  join  tho  detach- 
ment must  bo  made,  it  was  necessary  lie 
sliould  pass  through  tho  l)ody  of  scattered 
Indians  who  stood  immediately  in  his  way ; 
and  thodisguisoof  tho  blanket  could  ajono 
afford  him  a  reasonable  chanco  of  moving 
unnoticed  among  them.  Secretly  con- 
gratulating liimself  on  tho  insulting  mock- 
ery that  had  inducted  his  upper  form  in 
the  disguising  war-paint  of  his  enemies, 
ho  now  drew  tho  protecting  blanket  close 
up  to  his  eyes ;  and  then,  with  every  nerve 
braced  up,  every  faculty  of  mind  iuul  body 
called  into  action,  commenced  liis  dan- 
gerous enterprise. 

IIo  had  not,  however,  taken  more  than 
two  or  threo  steps  in  advance,  when,  to  his 
great  discomfiture  and  alarm,  ho  beheld 
tho  formidable  AVacousta  api:)roichiug  from 
a  distance,  evidently  in  pearcli  of  his  i3ii- 
soner.  With  tlio  quickness  of  thought  he 
determined  on  his  course.  To  appear  to 
avoid  him  would  bo  to  cxcito  the  suspicion 
of  tho  iierco  warrior ;  and  desperate  as  tho 
alternativo  was,  ho  resolved  to  movo  iinde- 
viatingly  forward.  At  each  step  t'.iat  drew 
liim  nearer  to  his  enemy,  *hc  IjCc4.iingof  his 
Jieart  became  more  violent ;  and  had  itnot 
been  for  the  tliiek  coat  of  paint  in  whicli 
he  was  invested,  tho  involuntary  contrac- 
tion of  the  muscles  of  his  faco  must  inevi- 
tably have  betrayed  him.  Nay,  even  as  it 
was,  had  tho  keen  eyo  of  tho  warrior  fallen 
on  him,  sucli  was  tho  agitation  of  tlio  offi- 
cer, liofelth'>  must  have  been  discovered. 
Happily,  howcrer,  Wacousta,  who  c\4dent- 
ly  took  liiin  for  como  inferior  warrior  hast- 
ening to  the  point  where  his  fellows  weroal- 
ready  assembled,  passed  without  deigiiing 
to  look  at  him,  ami  so  close,  their  forms  al- 
most touched.  Captain  do  Ilaldimar  now 
quickened  his  pace.  It  was  evident  thero 
was  no  timo  to  bo  lost ;  for  Wacousta,  on 
tinding  him  gone,  woukl  at  once  give  the 
alarm,  Avhon  a  hundred  warriors  would  be 
ready  on  tho  instant  to  intercept  liisilight. 
Taking  tho  precaution  to  disguise  his  walk 
by  turning  in  his  toes  after  tho  Indian 
manner,  ho  readied,  with  a  beating  heart, 
tlie  first  of  tho  numerous  warriors  who 
wero  collected  within  the  belt  of  forest, 
anxiously  watching  tho  movements  of  the 
detachment  in  tho  plain  below.  To  his  in- 
tinito  .joy  ho  found  that  each  was  too 
much  intent  on  what  was  passing  in  tho 
distance,  to  heed  anything  going  on  near 
themselves ;  and  when  ho  at  length  gained 
the  extreme  openuig,  and  stood  in  a  Ime 


with  those  who  wero  the  farthest  advanced 
without  having  excited  a  single  suspi  ion, 
in  his  course,  ho  could  scarcely  believe  tlio 
evidence  of  his  senses. 

Still  tho  most  difficult  part  of  tho  enter- 
prise remained  to  bo  completed.  Hitherto 
lio  had  moved  under  tho  friendly  cover  of 
the  underwood,  tho  advantage  of  which 
had  been  to  conceal  that  i)art  of  his  regi- 
mental trousers  whicli  tho  blanket  left  ex- 
posed ;  and  if  ho  moved  forward  into  tho 
clearing,  tlio  quick  glanco  of  an  Indian 
would  not  bo  slow  in  iletocting  tho  dilfor- 
ence  between  these  and  bis  own  ruder  leg- 
gings. There  was  no  alternativo  now  but 
to  commence  his  flight  from  tho  spot  on 
which  ho  stootl ;  and  for  this  lio  preiiareil 
himself.  At  one  rapid  and  comprehensivo 
view  he  embracetl  the  immediato  localities 
before  him.  On  tho  other  side  of  the  ra- 
vine he  could  now  distinctly  seo  the  Eng- 
lish troo^is,  either  planniu!;  as  ho  conceived, 
their  own  attack,  or  waiting  in  tho  hope  of 
dramng  tlie  Indians  from  their  cover.  It 
was  evident  that  to  reach  them  tho  ravino 
must  bo  crossed,  unless  the  most  circuitous 
route  by  tho  bridge,  which  was  hid  I'rom 
his  view  by  an  intervening  hillock,  should 
be  prei'erred  ;  but  as  tho  former  had  been 
cleared  by  Wacousta  in  his  ascent,  and  was 
tho  nearest  point  by  which  tho  detachment 
could  bo  approacbf^l,  to  this  did  he  now 
direct  his  uiidividetl  attention. 

While  ho  yet  j^aused  with  indecision,  at 
one  moment  fancying  the  timo  for  startmg 
was  not  yet  arrived,  and  at  tlie  next  that 
he  had  sulfered  it  to  pass  away,  tho  power- 
ful and  threatening  voice  of  Wacousta  was 
heard  proclaiming  tho  escape  of  his  captive. 
Low  but  oxpressivo  exclamations  from  tho 
warriors  marked  their  sense  of  the  impor- 
tance of  the  intelligence ;  and  many  of 
them  hastily  dispersed  themselves  in  pur- 
suit. This  was  tho  critical  moment  for  action; 
for,  as  tho  anxious  officer  had  rather  wished 
than  expected,  those  Indians  who  had  been 
immediately  in  front,  and  whoso  proximity 
ho  most  dreaded,  wero  among  tho  numl^er 
of  those  who  dashed  into  the  heart  of  tho 
forest.  Captahi  do  Ilaldimar  now  stood 
alone,  and  full  twenty  jjaces  in  front  of  tho 
nearest  of  the  savages.  For  a  moment  ho 
played  with  his  mocasined  foot,  to  satisfy 
liimself  of  tho  power  and  flexibility  of  its 
muscles,  and  then  committing  himself  to 
his  God,  dashed  tho  blanket  suddenly  from 
his  shoulders,  and,  with  eye  and  heart  fixed 
on  the  distant  soldi(n'y,  darted  down  the 
declivity  with  a  speed  of  which  ho  had 
never  yet  believed  liimself  capable.  Scar- 
cely, however,  had  his  lleeingTorm  appear- 
ed in  tho  Dpeniiig,  when  a  tremendous  and 
deafening  yell  rent  tho  air,  and  a  dozen  wild 
and  nake<l  warriors  followed  instantly  in 
pursuit.  Attracted  by  that  yell,  the  terri- 
ble Wacousta,  who  had  been  seeking  his 
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victim  in  a  different  quarter,  bounded  for- 
ward to  tho  front,  with  an  oyo  flashing  firo, 
and  a  brow,  compressed  into  tho  fiercest 
hato  ;  and  so  stupendous  woro  liis  efforts, 
so  extraordinary  was  his  speed,  that  hud  it 
not  been  for  tho  young  Ottawa  chief,  wlio 
was  one  of  tl>e  pursuing  party,  and  wlio, 
under  tho  pretence  of  assisting  in  tho  re- 
capture of  tho  prisoner,  sought  every  oppor- 
tunity of  throwing  himself  before,  and  em- 
barrassing tho  movements  of  his  enemy, 
it  Is  highly  probable  tho  latter  would  have 
succeeded.  Despite  of  thcso  obstacles, 
however,  tho  fierce  Wacousta,  who  had 
been  the  last  to  follow,  soon  left  tho  fore- 
most of  his  companions  far  beliind  him ; 
and  but  for  his  sudden  fall,  while  in  the 
very  act  of  seizing  tho  arm  of  his  i)ri- 
soner,  his  gigantic  efforts  must  have  been 
crowned  with  the  fullest  success.  But  the 
reader  has  already  seen  how  miraculously 
Captain  do  Ualdimar,  reduced  to  the  last 
stage  of  debility,  as  much  from  inanition 
as  from  tho  unnatural  eflbrts  of  his  flight, 
finally  accomplished  his  return  to  the  de- 
tacliment. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

At  the  western  extremity  of  the  lake 
Huron,  and  almost  washed  Ijy  the  waters 
of  that  pigmy  ocean,  stands  tlie  fort  of  Mic- 
hillunackiuac.  Constructed  on  a  smaller 
scale,  and  garrisoned  by  a  less  nmnerical 
force,  tho  defences  of  this  post,  although 
less  formidable  than  those  of  tho  Detroit, 
were  nearly  similar,  at  tlie  period  embraced 
by  our  story,  both  in  matter  and  in  manner. 
Unlike  tho  latter  fortress,  however,  it 
boasted  none  of  the  advantages  afforded 
by  culture;  neither,  indeed,  was  there  a 
single  spot  in  the  immediate  vicinity  that 
was  not  clad  in  tho  eternal  foreL^t  of  these 
regions.  It  is  true,  that  art  and  laborious 
exertion  had  so  far  supplied  the  deficiencies 
of  nature  as  to  isolate  tho  fort,  and  throw  it 
under  the  protecting  sweep  of  its  cannon; 
but,  wliile  this  afforded  security,  it  failed  to 
produce  any  thing  like  a  pleasing  otFect  to 
the  eye.  Tho  very  site  on  which  the  fortress 
now  stood  had  at  one  p  liod  been  a  portion 
of  the  wildernefis  that  every  where  around 
was  only  terminated  by  tho  sands  on  the 
lake  shore ;  and,  although  time  and  the  axe 
of  the  pioneer  had  in  some  degree  changed 
its  features,  still  there  was  no  traco  of  that 
lilended  natural  scenery  that  so  pleasingly 
diversified  the  vicinity  of  the  sister  fort. 
Hero  and  there,  along  tho  imperfect  clear- 
ing, and  amid  tho  dark  and  thickly  stud- 
ded stumps  of  tho  felled  trees,  wliich  in 
themselves  were  sufficient  to  give  the  most 
lugubrious  character  to  tho  scene,  rose  the 
riide  log  cabin  of  tho  settler ;  but,  beyond 
this,  cultivation  appeared  to  have  lost  her 
power  in  proportion  with  the  difficulties  she 


had  to  encounter,  Even  the  two  Indian 
villages,  L'Arbre-Crocho  and  Chabouiga, 
situate  about  a  mile  from  tho  fort, 
with  which  they  formed  nearly  an  equila- 
teral triangle,  were  hid  from  tho  view  of 
tho  garrison  by  the  dark  dense  forest,  in 
the  heart  of  which  they  were  embedded. 

Lakeward  the  view  was  scarcely  less  mo- 
notonous ;  but  it  was  not,  as  in  tho  rear,  that 
monotony  which  is  never  occasionally  bro- 
ken in  upon  by  some  occurrence  of  interest. 
If  the  eye  gazed  long  and  anxiously  for  the 
white  sail  of  the  well  known  armed  vessel, 
charged  at  stated  intervals  with  letters 
and  tidings  of  those  whom  time,  and  dis- 
tance, and  danger,  far  from  estranging,  ren- 
dered more  dear  to  tho  memory,  and  bound 
ftiore  closely  to  tho  heart,  it  was  suro  of 
being  rewarded  at  last;  and  then  there 
was  no  picture  on  which  it  could  love  to 
linger  as  well  as  that  of  tho  silver  waves 
bearing  that  valued  vessel  in  safety  to  its 
wonted  anchorage  in  the  offing.  Moreover, 
tho  light  swift  bark  canoes  of  the  natives 
often  danced  joyously  on  its  surface ; 
and  whilo  tho  sight  was  offended  at  the 
savage,  skulking  among  tho  trees  of  the 
forest,  like  some  dark  spirit  moving  cau- 
tiously in  its  course  of  secret  destruction, 
and  watching  tho  moment  when  ho  might 
pounco  unnoticed  upon  his  unprepared 
victim,  it  followed  with  momentary  plea- 
sure and  excitement,  the  activity  and 
skill  displayetl  by  the  harmless  paddler,  in 
tho  swift  and  meteor-liko  race  that  set  the 
troubled  surface  of  tho  Huron  in  a  sheet  of 
hissing  foam.  Xor  was  this  all.  When 
tho  eye  turned  woodward,  it  fell  heavily, 
and  without  interest,  upon  a  dim  and 
dusky  point,  knowia  to  enter  upon  savago 
scenes  and  unexplored  countries ;  whereas 
whenever  it  reposed  upon  tho  lake,  it  was 
with  an  eagerness  and  energy  that  embrac- 
ed the  most  vivid  recollections  of  tho  past, 
and  led  tho  imagination  buoyantly  over 
every  well-remembered  scene  that  had 
previously  been  traversed,  and  which  must 
bo  traversed  again  before  the  land  of  the 
European  could  bo  pressed  once  more. 
Tho  forest,  in  a  word,  formed,  as  it  were, 
tho  gloom-  and  impenetrable  walls  of  the 
prison-house,  and  the.  bright  lako  that  lay 
before  it  the  only  portal  through  which 
happiness  and  liberty  could  be  again  se- 
cured. 

principal  entrance  into  the  fort, 
presented  four  equal  sides  of  a 
was  from  the  forest;  but  imme- 
opposito  to  this,  and  behind  tho 
apartments  of  the  commanding  officer, 
there  was  another  small  gate  thai;  opened 
upon  tho  lako  shore  :  but  which,  since  the 
investment  of  tho  place,  had  been  kept 
bolted  and  locked,  with  a  precaution  befit- 
ting the  danger  to  which  the  garrison  was 
exposed.     Still,  there  were  periods,  even 
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now,  when  its  sullen  hinges  wore  to  bo 
lieard  moaning  on  tho  midnight  hrcezo ; 
for  it  served  as  a  medium  of  communioa- 
tion  between  the  besieged  nnd  others  who 
Avore  no  loss  critically  circumstanced  tlian 
themselves. 

Tho  very  day  before  tho  Indians  com- 
menced their  simultaneous  attack  on  the 
teveral  posts  of  the  English,  tho  only 
armed  vessel  that  had  been  constructed  on 
these  upper  hikes,  serving  chiefly  ns  n  me- 
dium of  communication  between  Detroit 
and  Michillimackinac,  had  arrived  with 
despatches  and  letters  from  tho  former 
fort.  A  well-concerted  plan  of  tho  savages 
to  seize  her  in  her  passage  through  the  nar- 
row waters  of  tho  river  Sinclair  liad  onli' 
lieen  defeated  by  tlio  vigilance  of  lier  com- 
mander;  but  over  since  the  breaking  out 
of  tho  war,  she  had  ))een  imprisoned  with- 
in tho  limits  of  tho  Huron.  Laborious  in- 
deed Avas  the  duty  of  tho  devoted  crew. 
Several  attempts  had  been  renewed  by  tlie 
Indians  to  surprise  them ;  but,  although 
their  little  fleets  stnlo  cautiously  and  noise- 
lessly, at  41)0  still  hour  of  midniglit,  to  the 
spot  where,  at  tho  last  expiring  rays  of 
twilight,  they  had  beheUl  her  carelessly 
imchoriHl  and  apparently  lulled  into  seen- 
lity,  tho  Hub.ject  of  their  search  was  never 
to  bo  mot  with.  No  sooner  wore  olijects 
on  tho  shore  rendered  indistinct  to  tho  eye 
than  theunelior  was  silently  weighed,  and 
glitlmg  wherever  tho  breeze  might  clioose 
to  carry  her,  the  light  bark  was  made  to 
traverse  tho  lake,  with  every  sail  set,  until 
<lawn.  None,  however,  Avero  sulfered  to 
slumber  in  tho  presumed  security  afl'orded 
by  this  judicious  flight.  Everyman  was  at 
at  his  post;  and,  while  a  silence  so  profound 
was  preserv(Ml  that  tho  noise  of  a  falling 
pin  might  have  Ijcen  heard  uponher  decks, 
everything  was  in  I'oadiness  to  repel  an  at- 
tack of  their  enemies,  should  tho  vessel  in 
her  course,  como  accidentally  in  collision 
with  their  pigmy  fleets.  When  morning 
1  n'oko,  and  no  sign  of  their  treacherous  foes 
Avas  visible,  tho  vessel  Avas  again  anchored, 
and  the  majority  of  the  creAV  suffered 
to  retire-  to  their  hammocks.  Avliile  the 
few  Avhose  turn  of  duty  it  chanced  to  be, 
kept  a  vigilant  look-out  that,  on  the  slight- 
est api:>earanco  of  alarm,  theiv  slumbering 
comrades  might  again  be  aroused  to  energy 
and  action. 

Severe  and  harassing  as  had  l)een  the 
duty  on  lioard  this  vessel  for  many  months, 
— at  one  moment  exposed  to  tho  assaults 
of  savages,  at  another  assailed  by  hurri- 
canes that  are  so  prevalent  and  so  danger- 
ous on  the  American  lakes, — the  situation 
of  the  crcAv  Avas  even  less  enviable  than 
that  of  tho  garrison  itself.  What  chiefly 
contributed  to  their  disquietude,  was  tho 
dreadful  consciousness  that,  however  their 
present  efforts  might  secure  a  temporary 


safety,  tho  period  of  their  full  was  only  pro- 
tracted. A  fvw  months  more  niust  bring 
Avith  them  all  the  severity  of  tho  Aviuter  of 
Ihoso  climes,  .and  then,  blocked  up  inasea 
of  ice, — exposed  to  all  tho  rigor  of  cold, — 
all  tho  miseries  of  hunger, — Avhat  cfToctual 
resistance  could  they  oppose  to  tho  many 
bands  of  Indians  Avho,  availing  themselves 
of  the  defenc<dess  jiosition  of  their  enemies, 
Avould  rush  from  eveiy  ipiarter  to  their  de- 
struction. 

At  tho  outset  of  thes(!  disheartening  cir- 
cumstances, the  officer  liad  sunniioned  his 
faithfid  creAV  together,  and  pointing  out 
the  danger  and  lui'^ertainty  of  their  jjosi- 
tion,  stated  that  two  chances  of  escape 
still  remained  to  them.  The  fiist  Avas  by 
an  attempt  to  accomplish  the  passage  of 
tho  river  Sinclair  during  some  ilark  and 
boisterous  night,  Avlien  the  Indian.s  Avould 
be  least  likely  to  suspect  such  an  intention  : 
it  Avas  at  this  j^oint  that  the  efforts  of  their 
enemies  Avero  j»rincipally  to  be  uj)])r<diend- 
ed  ;  but  if,  under  cover  of  .storm  and  dark- 
ness, they  could  accomplisli  tliis  difiicult 
passage,  they  Avouldf'asily  gain  the  Detroit, 
and  tlience  jmss  into  Lake  ICrie,  at  the  fur- 
( her  cxlremity  of  Avhich  they  might,  favored 
by  Providence,  ofToct  a  landing,  and  pene- 
ti'ate  to  tho  inhabited  parts  of  tho  colony 
of  NcAV  YfMk.  Tho  other  alternative  Avas, 
— and  he  left  it  to  themselves  to  determine, 
— to  sink  the  vessel  on  the  approach  of  Avin- 
ter,  and  thioAV  themselves  inio  the  fort  be- 
fore them,  there  to  await  and  share  the  des- 
tiny of  its  gallant  defenders. 

With  the  generous  enthusiasm  of  their 
profession,  tho  noble  felloAvs  had  determin- 
ed on  tho  latter  cour.se.  With  their  officer 
they  fully  coincided  in  opinion,  that  their 
ultimate  nojies  of  life  dei)ended  on  tho  safe 
passage  of  the  Sinclair  ;  for  it  AA-as  but  too 
obvious,  that  soon  or  lutotmle.ss  some  very 
extraordinary  revolution  should  bo  efTectcd 
in  the  intentions  of  the  Indians,  the  fortress 
must  bo  starved  into  submission.  Still,  as 
it  AA-as  tolerably  Avell  supplied  Avith  provi- 
sions, this  gloomy  prosi)ect  Avas  remote, 
and  they  Avero  Avilling  to  run  all  chances 
Avith  their  friends  on  .shore,  rather  than  de- 
sert them  in  tlielr  extremity.  Tho  deter- 
mination expressed  by  them,  therefore,  Avas 
that  AAhen  they  could  no  longer  keep  tho 
lako  in  safety,  they  Avould,  if  tlio  officer 
permitted  it,  scuttle  the  vessel,  and  attempt 
an  entrance  into  the  fort,  AA'ero  they  Avould 
share  tho  fate  of  the  troops,  whateA'er  it 
might  chance  to  be. 

No  sooner  AA-as  this  resolution  made 
knoAvn,  than  their  young  commander  sought 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  Avith  the 
garrison.  This,  hoAvcver,  Avas  no  very  ea.sy 
task  ;  for,  so  closely  was  the  fort  hemmed 
in  l>y  tho  savages,  it  AA'as  impossible  to  in- 
troduce a  messenger  Avithin  its  Avails;  and 
so  sudden  had  been  tlio  cutting  ^s^i?  of  all 
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commuiucation  liotwocii  (lii>  vcHSfl  uimI  tlio 
Hlmif,  tliiit  thi'  tluMiglit  huliiot<'V(>ii<iiu;iii- 
ltd  to  t'itlirr  coimiinndir  to  cHtalili.sh  tlin 
most  firdiiiary  iiitclligt'iico  liy  Higniil.  In 
tliU  (lilcniiiia,  i't!Cuiii'HO  was  had  to  iin  iupo- 
iiioiis  fxpodit'iit.  'i"li<!  <li'S|iat('lics  «.('  tlii' 
ollici-r  wci'o  <"iicloso(l  in  oim  of  (ho  hiii;^  tin 
tnocs  in  wliicii  woio  Hfnorally  <h'positiil 
tiio  inapsand  chaits  of  liio  Hchooncr,  mul  to 
tiiis,  uttff  Jia\'nig  been  carefully  ^oldcrod, 
wan  attai:h('il  au  inili  rojio  of  bi'vorul  lum- 
<liod  i'alhonis  in  length;  tho  caso  was  then 
put  into  ono  of  tho  hliip's  puns,  so  placed 
iis  to  pive  it  tho  elevation  of  a  niortar;  thus 
jirejiared,  advantajj;e.  was  takcnof  a  teuijx) 
laryahseucoof  tho  Indians  ti>  hiint;  tiioves- 
f-el  within  half  a  niilo  of  th(3. shore,  and  when 
tho  attention  of  tho  parrison,  naturally  iit 
tiMCted  hy  tills  unusual  nioveniont,  wassuf- 
lK'i(.'ntly  awakened,  tliat  opportiniity  was 
elioson  for  tho  disehai-;io  of  tiio  pun;  and 
as  tho  (]uantity  of  powdei' had  heen  i>rop')r- 
tionahly  reduced  i'or  the  liniiteil  ranpe, 
tlio  tuho  was  soon  Hid'ely  tle])osiietl  within 
t  hi  rampart.  Tho  same  means  wei-o  ado])t- 
<d  in  I'ejilyinp ;  and  ono  rnd  of  tho  rojto 
reuuining  attached  to  the  fiohooner,  all 
tint  was  necessary  was  to  soh.ler  up  th(> 
tul)0  as  hefore,  a)id  ihi'ow  it  over  the  rani- 
]» iits  upon  tho  sands,  whence  it  was  inune- 
<li  itely  j)ullod  over  hor  .side  by  the  watchful 
luariaor.s. 

Aathodespatch conveyed  to  the  parrison, 
among  other  sulijects  of  interest,  boro  tho 
mnvelcomo  inteliipenco  that  tho  supplies 
of  tho  crew  were  neai'ly  expended,  an  ar- 
rangement was  proposed  by  wliich,  at  sta- 
ted intervals,  a  more  immediate  communi- 
cation with  tho  ibimer  might  bo  eli'ectcd. 
Whenever,  therefore,  tho  wind  permitted, 
tho  vesse.1  was  kept  hovermg  in  night,  dur- 
ing tho  day,  beneiith  the  eyes  of  the  .ra- 
vages, and  on  tho  approach  of  evening  an 
mishotted  gun  was  discharged,  with  a  view 
of  drawing  their  attention  more  immediate- 
ly to  her  movements  j  every  sail  was  then 
set,  andunder  a  cloud  of  canvass  tho  course 
of  tho  schooner  was  diroct<>d  towards  the 
source  of  tho  iSinclair,  as  if  an  attempt  to 
accomplish  that  passage  was  to  bo  made 
during  the  night.  No  sooner,  however 
had  the  darkness  fairly  set  in,  than  the 
vessel  was  i)ufc  about,  and,  beating  agaiaist 
th'>  wind,  generally  contrived  to  reach  the 
otfing  at  a  stated  hour,  when  a  ])oat,  provid- 
ed with  muffled  oars,  was  sent  ofF  to  tho 
shore.  This  ruse  had  several  times  deceiv- 
ed tho  Indians,  and  it  was  on  these  occasions 
that  tho  small  g;ito  to  which  we  have  al- 
luded was  opened,  for  tho  purpose  of  con- 
veying tho  necessary  supplies. 

The  buildings  of  the  fort  consisted  chief- 
ly of  block-houses,  tho  internal  accommo- 
dations of  which  were  fully  in  keei)ing  with 
t'l'ir  rude  exterior,  being  but  indifferently 
1       ided  with  the  most  ordinary  articles  of 


comfort,  and  fitted  n]i  as  tho  limited  rr-- 
liourciM  of  that  wild  and  remote  <listrict 
could  supply.  The  best  and  most  agreeably 
sitiiati'd  of  the.s(>,  ifachoicooould  bo  made, 
was  that  of  tiie  commanding  ofliijer.  This 
builiiingroseconsidei'alijyaliovf^  the  others, 
anil  overhanging  Ihatjiartof  the  lampait 
wliiehi;kirted  thr)  shoresof  th(>  Huron,  com 
nianded  a  full  view  of  tho  lake,  even  to  its 
extreinity  of  frowning  and  belting  forest. 

To  this  iilock-honse  there  weri?  two  stair- 
cases; tho  principal  leading  to  the  front 
entrance  from  the  barrack -si  |uare,  the  other 
o])euiiig  in  the  I'lMi',  clf)sn  miller  tho  ram- 
part, and  comLiiuuicatiug  liy  a  few  rune 
strps  with  till*  small  gate  that  led  upon  the 
♦sands.  In  tho  lower  ]>art  of  (his  building, 
atipropriated  by  tho  commanding  offiner  to 
that  exclusive  purpose,  (ho  odieial  dntios 
of  Ills  situation  were  usu  illy  performed  ; 
and  on  tlio  gi'oiiud-noor  a  largo  rooan.  that 
extended  from  I'ront  to  rear  of  the  block 
house  on  one  side  of  tho  passage,  had 
Ibrnii'ily  been  used  as  a,  hall  of  council  with 
the  Indian  cliiefs.  Tho  floor  ahovo  this 
compri-'ed  both  his  own  private  apartments 
and  those  set  apart  I'or  the  general  use  of 
tho  family;  but,  above  all,  and  preferaV)le 
from  their  cheerful  view  over  the  lake,  were 
others,  which  had  iieeii  reserved  for  thocx- 
elusive  iiccoiumodal'on  of  Miss  do  llaldi- 
mar.  Tho  ujiperlloor  consisted  of  twosleep- 
iiig  apartments,  with  a  sitting  room,  tholat- 
tercxtendingtho  wholohmgthofthe iilock- 
house,  and  opening  immi'diately  upon  the 
lake  i'rom  the  onlyluo  windows  with  which 
tint  side  of  the  building  was  jirovided. 
Tho  principal  staircase  led  into  one  of  the 
bed-i'ooms,  and  ]ioth  of  the  latter  commu- 
nicated immediately  with  tho  sitting  room, 
which  again,  in  its  turn,  opened,  atthoop- 
])Osito  extremity  on  tho  narrow  staircase 
that  led  to  (he  rear  of  tho  block-house. 

The  furnitur '  of  the  apartment,  which 
might  be  taken  as  a  fair  .sample  of  the  best 
the  country  could  afford,  was  wild,  yet 
simple,  in  the  extreme.  Neat  rush  mats, 
of  an  oblong  square,  and  fanliistically  j)ut 
together,  so  as  to  exhibit  in  the  weaving  of 
the  several  colored  reeds  both  (igures  that 
were  known  to  exist  in  the  creation,  find 
those  which  could  have  iio  being  save  in 
tho  imagination  of  their  framers,  sei-ved  as 
excellent  substitutes  for  carpets;  while 
rush  bottomed  chairs,  the  product  of  In- 
dian ingenuity  also,  occupied  those  inter- 
vals around  the  room  that  were  unsupplied 
by  the  matting.  Upon  the  walls  were  hung 
numerous  specimens  both  of  the  dress  and 
of  the  equipments  of  the  savages,  niid  min- 
gled with  these  ^vere  many  natural  curiosi- 
ties, the  gifts  of  Inch  m  chiefs  to  tho  com- 
mandant at  various  times  before  the  war. 

Nothing  could  be  more  unlike  the  em- 
bellishments of  a  modem  European  boudoir 
than  those  of  this  apartment,   which  had, 
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in  some  degree,  been   made  the  siinctuni 
of  its  present  occupants.     Hero  was  to  be 
seen  thoscaly  carcaaoof  some  hugcHcrpcnt, 
extending  its  now  harmless  length  from 
the  ceiling  to  the  floor — there  an  alligator, 
KtufFed   after   the   Bamo   fa.shion ;    and   in 
vurious  directions  the  skins  of  the  beaver, 
iho  marten,  tho  otter,  and  an  infinitude  of 
other.i  of  that  genus,  filled  up  spaces  that 
were  leftun«upplied  by  tliemoie ingenious 
specimens  of  Indian  art.      Head  dresses 
tastefully  wrought  in   tho  sliapo   of   the 
erownaig  bays  of  tho   ancients,  and  com- 
posed of  tho  gorgeous  feathers  of  tlio  most 
splendid  of    tho  forest  birds — bows   and 
quivers,    handsomely  and  even  elegantly 
ornamented   with    that  most    tasteful   of 
Indian  decorations,  tho  stained  ([uillof  the 
porcupine ;  war  clubsof  massive  iron  wood, 
tlieir  handles  covered  with  stained  horse- 
hair aijd  feathers,    curiously  mingled  to- 
gether— machecotis,    htmting  coats,  moc- 
casins, and  leggings  all  worked  in  j)orcupine 
(juill,  and  fancifully  arrangeil, — these,  witli 
many  others,  had  been  called  into  requi- 
sition to  bedeck  and  relieve  tho  otherwise 
rudo  anil  naked  walls  of  tho  apartment. 

Nor  did  tho  walls  alono  reflect  back  t lie 
pictiire  of  savage  ingenuity ;   for   on  the 
various   tables,  tho  rudo  polish  of  which 
WIS  hid  from  view  by  tho  simple  covering 
of  green  baize,  which  moreover  constituted 
the  garniture  of  tho  windows,  were  to  be 
seejK^  other  products  of  their  art.     Here 
stood  upon  an  elevated  stand  a  model  of  a 
bark     anoe,  iillcd  with  its  complement  of 
paddlei's  carved  in  woorl  and  dress(Hl  in  full 
costume;  tho   latter  cxecutetl  with  sucli 
singular  fidelity  of  feature,  that  although 
tiio  speaking  ligures  sprung  not  from  the 
experienced  and  classic  chisel  of  the  kcuI]^- 
tor,  but  from  the  I'udo  scalping   knife  of 
tiiO  savage,  the   very  tribo  to  wliich   they 
belonged  could  bo  discovered  at  a  glance 
by  tho  European  who  was  conversant  witli 
tho   featiu'es    of  each;    then    there  were 
handsomely  ornamented  vessels  made  of 
the  birch  bark,  and  tilled  with  the  delicate 
sugars  which  tlio  natives   extract  from  the 
maplo  tree  in    early  spring;  these  of  all 
sizes,  even  to  the  most  tiny  that  could  wcl 
be  imagined^    were  valualfle  rather  as  ox- 
cjuisitc  specimens   of   the    neatness   with 
which  those   slight   vessels  could   bo   put 
together,   sewn  as   they  were  merely  with 
strijis  of  tho  same  bark,  than    from   any 
intrinsic  value   they  possessed.     Covered 
over  with   fantastic  figures,   done  either  in 
paint,  or  in  quill  work  artfully  interwoven 
into  tho  fibres  of  tho  bark,  they  presented, 
in    their    smooth    and    polished    surface, 
strong  evidence  of  the  address  of  tho  sava- 
ges in  their  preparation  of  this  most  useful 
and   abundant    produce  of   the    coimtry. 
Interspersed  with  these,  too,  were  numerous 
utands  filled  with   stufTed  birds,   aome  of 


which  combined  in  themselves  every  variety 
and  sliado  of  dazzling  jilumigo;  and  nume- 
rous riulo  cases  containeil  the  rarest  speci- 
mens of  the  American  butterfly,  most  of 
which  were  of  size:?  and  tints  that  are  no 
wlu'ro  ecjualled  in  Europe.  Ono  solitary 
table  alono  was  approjiriated  to  whatever 
wore  a  transatlantio  character  in  this  wild 
and  museuni-liko  apartment.  On  this  lay 
a  iSjianish  guitar,  a  fmv  pieces  of  old  inu>ic, 
a  collection  of  Englisli  and  French  books, 
a  couple  of  writing  desks,  and,  scat teivvl 
over  the  whole,  several  articles  of  unfinished 
needle  work. 

iSuch  was  the  apartment  in  which  Made- 
lino  an<l  Clara  de  llaldiiuar   were  met  at 
tho  moment  we   have   selected   for  their 
introduction  to  our  readers.     It  was  th(> 
morning  of  that  day  on  which  the  second 
council  of  the  chiefs,   the  result  of  which 
has  already  been  seen,  was  held  at  Detroit. 
The  sun  had  risen   bright  and    gorgeou.-ly 
above  the    adjacent   forest,  throwing   his 
golden  beams  upon  tho  calm  glassy  waters 
of  tho  lake;  and  now,  approacliing  rapidly 
towards  the  meridian,  gradually  diminished 
the  tall   boUl  shadows  of  the  block-houses 
upon  tho  shor«.     At  the  distance  of  about 
a  mile  Liy  th<!  armed  vessel  .so  often  alluded 
to ;  her  light  low  hull,  dimly  seen   in  the 
hazy  atmosphere  that   danced  upon   tho 
waters,  and  lier  attenuated  masts  andslop- 
ingyards,  with  theirslight  tracery  cordage, 
recalling  rather  tho  complex  and  delicate 
ramitications  of  tlio  spider's  web.  than  tho 
elastic  yet  solid  machinery  to  which  tho 
lives  of  those  within    had  .so  often    been 
committed  in  sea  ami  tempest.     Upon  tho 
strand,  and  closeopposito  to  the  small  gate 
wjiich  now  stood  ajar,  lay  one  of  her  boats, 
the  crew  of  which  had  abandoned  her  with 
the  exception  only  of  a  single  individual, 
apparently  her  cockswain,    who,  with  tho 
tillei"  under  his  arm,  lay  half  extended  in 
the  stern  sheets,  his  naked  chest  exposed, 
and  his  tarpaulin  hat  shielding  liis  eyes  from 
the  sun  while   ho  indulged  in   profound 
repose.     These  were  tho  only  objects  that 
told  of  human  life.     Every  where  beyond 
the  eye  rested  on  the  faint  outline  of  forest, 
tliat  appeared  like  the  softened  tracing  of 
a  pencil  at  thedistant  junction  of  the  waters 
with  the  liorizon. 

The  windows  that  command«l  this  pros- 
pect were  now  open :  and  through  that 
which  was  nearest  to  the  gate,  halfi'eclined 
tho  I'legant,  slight  form  of  a  female,  who, 
with  an  open  letter  in  her  liand,  glanee<l, 
her  eye  alternately,  and  with  an  expression 
of  joyousness,  towards  tho  vessel  that  l:'y 
beyond,  and  the  point  in  which  tho  source 
of  the  Sinclair  was  known  to  lie.  It  was 
Clara  de  Ilaldimar. 

Presently  tho  vacant  space  at  the  same 
window  was  filled  by  another  form  but  of 
less  girlish  appearance — one  that  embraced 
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all  tho  full  rich  contour  of  tho  Medicean 
Venus,  and  a  lazy  languor  in  its  movenuMits 
that  harmonized  with  tho  speaking  outlines 
of  the  form,  and  without  which  tho  beauty 
of  tho  whole  would  havo  been  at  variance 
and  imperfect.  Tho  general  expression 
moreover,  of  a  countenanco  which,  closely 
analysed,  could  not  bo  t(M'me<l  beautii'ul, 
markeil  a  mind  at  onco  ardent  in  its  con- 
ceptions, and  steady  and  rest)lui;o  in  its 
silent  accomplishments  of  pur2>oso.  Sho 
was  of  tho  middle  height. 

Such  was  tho  person  of  Madeline  do 
Ualdimar;  but  attractive,  or  rather  winning, 
as  were  her  womanly  attributes,  lu-r  prin- 
cipal power  lay  in  her  voice, — the  beauty, 
nay  voluptuousness  of  which  nothing  could 
surpass.  It  was  impossible  to  listen  to  tho 
i^low,  full,  rich,  deep,  and  melodious  tones 
that  fell  trembling  from  her  lips  upon  the 
tho  ear,  and  not  feel,  ayo  shudtler,  under 
all  their  fascination  on  the  soul.  In  such 
a  voice  might  tho  Madonna  of  Riiphael  have 
Iteen  supposed  to  offer  up  her  supplications 
from  tho  gloomy  precincts  of  tho  cloister. 
No  wonder  that  Frederick  do  Ualdimar 
loved  lier,  and  loved  her  with  all  the  in- 
tense devotedness  of  his  own  glowing  heart. 
His  cousin  was  to  him  a  divinity  whom  ho 
worshipped  in  tho  innermost  recesses  of 
his  being;  and  his,  in  return,  was  tho  only 
car  in  which  tho  accents  of  that  almost 
superhuman  voico  had  breathed  tho  thrill- 
ing confession  of  an  attachment,  which  its 
very  tones  announced  would  bo  deep  and 
imperishable  as  the  soul  in  which  it  had 
taken  root.  Often  in  tho  hours  that  i)re- 
ceded  tho  period  when  they  were  to  have 
been  united,  heart  and  mind  and  thought, 
in  one  common  destiny,  would  he  start  from 
her  side,  hisbrainwhiiiingwith  very  intox- 
ication, and  then  obeying  another  wil(i 
impulse,  rush  onco  more  into  her  embrace ; 
and  clasping  his  beloved  Madeline  to  his 
heart,  entreat  her  again  to  pour  forth  all 
tho  melody  of  that  confession  in  his  enrap- 
tured car.  Artless  and  unaffected  as  sho 
was  generous  and  impassioned,  tho  fond 
and  noble  girl  never  hesitated  to  gratify 
him  whom  alono  sho  loved ;  and  deep  and 
fervent  was  tho  joy  of  the  soldier,  when  ho 
found  that  each  passionate  entreaty,  far 
from  being  met  with  caprice,  only  drew 
from  tho  lips  of  his  cousin  warmer  and  more 
affectionate  expressions  of  her  attachment. 
Such  expressions,  coming  from  any  woman, 
must  have  been  rapturous  and  soothing  in 
tho  extreme  ;  but,  when  they  flowed  from 
a  voice  whoso  very  sound  was  melody,  they 
acted  on  tho  heart  of  Captain  do  Ualdimar 
with  a  potency  that  was  as  irresistible  as 
tho  lovo  itself  which  sho  inspired. 

Such  was  tho  position  of  things  just 
before  tho  commencement  of  tho  Indian 
war.  Madolino  do  Ualdimar  had  boon  for 
4omo  time  on  a  visit  to  Detroit,  and  her 


marriage  with  her  cousin  was  to  have  taken 
plaro  within  a  few  days.  The  unexpected 
arrival  of  intelligence  from  Michillimack- 
inao  that  her  fatlier  was  dangerously  ill. 
however,  retarded  the  ceremony;  and.  uji 
to  tho  present  period,  their  intercourae 
Imdbeen  completely  suspen<led.  If  Made 
lino  <le  Ilaldiinar  was  capable  of  strong 
attav-nnicnt  to  her  lover,  tiio  ])owerrul  ties 
of  natcro  were  no  less  deeply  rooted  m  her 
Jieart,  ami  commisei'ation  and  anxiety  for 
her  father  now  engrossed  every  faculty  of 
her  mind.  She  entreated  her  cousin  to 
defer  tho  solemnisation  of  their  miptials 
until  her  parent  should  be  pronounced  out 
of  danger,  an<l,  havingobtainedhis  consent 
to  delay,  instantly  set  off  for  Micliillimack- 
inac,  accompanied  liy  her  cousin  Clara, 
whom  sho  had  prevailed  on  tho  governor 
to  part  with  until  her  own  return.  Hostili- 
ties were  commenced  very  shortly  aftei'- 
wards,  and,  although  Major  do  Ualdimar 
speedily  recovered  from  his  illness,  tho  fair 
cousins  were  compelled  to  share  tho  com- 
mon imprisonment  of  the  garrison. 

When  Miss  do  Ualdimar  joined  her  more 
youthful  cousin  at  the  window,  through 
which  tlio  latter  was  gazing  f>houghtfully  on 
the  scene  before  her,  sho  flung  her  arm 
around  her  waist  with  tho  protecting  man- 
ner of  a  mother.  Tho  mild  blue  eyes  of 
Clara  met  those  that  wero  fastened  in  ten- 
derness upon  her,  and  a  corresponding 
movement  on  her  part  brought  tho  more 
matronly  form  of  her  cousin  into  closoand 
affectionato  contact  with  her  own. 

"  Oh,  Madeline,  wiiat  a  day  is  this  !"  sho 
exclaimed ;  "  and  how  often  on  my  bended 
knees  have  I  prayed  to  heaven  that  it  might 
arrive.  Our  trials  are  ended  at  last,  and 
happiness  and  joy  are  onco  more  before  us. 
There  is  tho  bo^it  that  is  to  conduct  us  to 
tho  vessel,  which,  in  its  turn,  is  to  bear  mo 
to  the  arms  of  my  dear  father,  and  you  to 
those  of  the  lover  who  adores  you.  How 
beautiful  does  that  fabric  appear  to  mo 
now!  Never  did  I  feel  half  tho  ploastu'o 
in  surveying  it  I  do  at  this  moment." 

"Dear,  dear  girl  I"  exclaimed  Miss  do 
Tluldimai-,  and  she  pressed  her  closer  and 
in  silence  to  her  heart ;  then,  after  a  slight 
pause,  during  which  the  mantling  glory 
upon  her  brow  told  how  deeply  she  desired 
tho  reunion  alluded  to  l-y  her  cousin — •• 
that,  indeed,  will  bo  an  hour  of  happiness 
to  us  both.  Clam ;  for  irrevocably  as  our 
affections  have  been  pledged,  it  would  bo 
silly  in  tho  extreme  to  deny  that.  I  long 
most  ardently  to  bo  restored  to  him  who  is 
already  my  husband.  But,  tell  rae,"  she 
concluded,  with  an  archness  of  expression 
that  caused  tho  long-lashed  eyes  of  her 
companion  to  sink  b<!Uoath  her  own,  "  are 
you  quite  sincere  in  your  own  case?  I 
know  how  deeply  you  lovo  your  father  and 
your  brothers,  but  do  these  alono  occupy 
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yom*  attention?  Is  thero  not  ft  certain 
Iri'  d  of  Charles  whom  you  iuive  some  lit- 
tlo  curiosity  to  seo  also?" 

'' How  silly,  Madeline!"'  and  the  cheek 
of  tho  youn^  girl  became  suHused  with  a 
deeper  glow;  "you  know  [  hiivt3  never 
S((0H  this  fri(!nd  of  my  brother,  how  then 
cm  I  possibly  feel  more  than  tho  most  ordi 
n  iry  interest  in  him?  I  am  disposed  to 
like  him,  certainly,  for  tho  mero  reason 
tuit  Charles  does,  but  this  is  all." 

• '  Well,  Clara,  I  will  not  pretend  to  decide ; 
but  certahi  it  is,  this  is  tho  last  letter 
you  received  from  Charles,  and  that  it  con- 
tains the  strongest  recommendations  of  his 
friend  to  your  notice.  Equally  certain  is 
it,  that  scarcely  a  day  has  passed,  isineo  wo 
have  been  shut  up  here,  that  you  have  not 
perused  and  re-perused  it  liidf  a  dozen 
times.  Now,  aa  I  am  confessedly  one  who 
should  know  something  of  theso  matters, 
I  must  be  suffered  to  pronounce  these  are 
strong  symptoms,  to  say  tho  very  least. 
Ah!  Clara,  that  blush  declares  you  guilty. 
But  who  have  wo  hero?  Middlcton  and 
Baynton." 

Tho  eyes  of  the  cousins  now  fell  upon 
tho  ramparts  injmediately  under  tho  win- 
dow. Two  otHcers,  one  apparently  on  duty 
i'or  tho  day,  were  passing  at  tho  moment ; 
and,  as  they  heard  their  names  pronomned 
stopped,  looked  up,  and  saluted  tho  young 
ladies  with  that  easy  freedom  of  manner, 
which,  unmixed  with  either  disrespect  or 
effrontery,  so  usually  characterises  the  ad- 
dress of  military  men. 

"  What  a  contrast,  by  heaven!"  exclaim- 
ed ho  who  wore  tho  badge  ot  duty  susijend- 
ed  over  his  chest,  throwing  himself  play- 
fully into  a  theatrical  attitude,  expressive 
at  onco  of  admiration  and  surprise,  while 
his  eyo  glanced  intelligently  over  tho  fair 
l)ut  dissimilar  iorms  of  the  cousins.  ' '  Ven- 
us and  Psyche  in  the  land  of  tho  Pottovva- 
tamies,  by  all  that  is  magnificent !  Come, 
Middlcton,  quick,  out  with  that  eternal 
pencil  of  yours,  and  perform  yom-  pro- 
mise." 

••And  what  may  that  promise  be?"  ask- 
ed Clara,  laughingly,  and  without  adverting 
to  tho  hyperbolical  compliment  of  the 
dark-eyed  officer  who  luul  just  spoken. 

"You  shall  hoar,"  pursued  tho  lively 
captain  of  tho  guard.  "While  making  the 
tour  of  the  ramparts  just  now,  to  visit  my 
sentries,  I  saw  Middloton  leaning  most 
sentimentally  against  ono  of  tho  boxes  in 
iVont,  his  note  book  in  ono  hand  and  his 
pencil  in  tho  other.  Curious  to  discover  tho 
subjoet  of  his  abstraction,  I  stole  cautiously 
l)ehind  him,  and  saw  that  he  was  sketching 
tho  head  of  a  tall  and  rather  handsome 
scjuaw,  who,  in  tho  midst  of  a  hundred 
others,  was  standing  close  to  the  gateway, 
watching  the  preparations  of  the  Indian 
ball   players.     1  at  once  taxet.!  him  with 


having  lost  his  heart;  ami  rallying  him  on 
his  ba^l  taste  in  devotbig  his  pencil  to  any 
thing  that  had  a  red  skin,  never  combed 
its  hair,  and  turned  its  toes  in  while  walk- 
ing, pronounceil  his  skiitch  to  be  an  abso- 
lute fright.  Well,  will  you  believe  what  I 
I  have  to  add?  Tho  man  absolutely  flew 
into  a  tremendous  passion  with  mo,  and 
svvoro  that  she  waa  a  Venus,  a  Juno,  aMiii- 
en'a,  a  beauty  of  the  first  water  in  short ; 
and  finished  by  promising,  that  when  I 
could  point  out  any  woman  who  was  supc^- 
rior  to  her  in  jiersonal  attr.ctions,  ho 
would  on  tho  histant  write  no  le..->  than  a 
dozen  consecutive  .sonnets  in  her  praise.  I 
now  call  upon  him  to  fulfill  his  promise,  or 
maintain  the  superiority  of  his  Indian 
beauty." 

Before  the  laughing  Middloton  could 
find  time  to  rej)ly  to  tlio  light  and  unmean- 
ing rattlo  of  his  friend,  the  quick  low  roll 
of  a  dnnn  was  heanl  from  the  front.  Tho 
signal  was  understood  by  both  officers,  and 
they  prepared  to  depart. 

"This  is  the  hour  appointed  for  the  coun- 
cil," said  Captain  Baynton,  looking  at  hi<i 
watch,  "  and  I  must  bo  with  my  guard,  to 
receive  tho  chiefs  with  becoming  honor. 
I  low  I  pity  you,  Middloton,  who  will  have 
the  infliction  of  ono  of  theu^  great  big  talks, 
as  Murphy  would  call  it,  dinned  into  your 
ear  for  the  next  two  hours  at  least !  Thank 
heaven,  my  tour  of  duty  exempts  mo  from 
t  liat ;  and  by  way  of  killing  an  hour,  I 
think  I  shall  go  and  carry  on  a  flirtation 
with  your  Indian  Minerva,  alias  Venus, 
alias  Juno,  whilo  you  are  discussing  tho  af- 
fairs of  tho  nation  with  closed  doors.  But 
hark!  thero  is  tho  assembly  drum  again. 
Wo  must  be  off.  Come,  Middleton,  come. 
Adieu!"  waving  his  hand  to  the  cousins, 
'•we  shall  meet  at  ilinner." 

•'  What  an  incessant  talker  Baynton  is!" 
observed  Miss  do  llaldimar,  as  tho  young 
men  now  disappeared  roimd  an  angle  of 
tho  rampart ;  "  but  ho  has  reminded  me  of 
what  I  hiul  nearly  forgotten,  and  that  is  to 
give  oi'ders  for  dinner.  My  father  has  invite(  I 
all  tho  officers  to  dino  with  him  to-day,  in 
commemoration  of  tho  peace  which  is  being 
concluded.  It  will  bo  the  first  time  wo 
shall  have  all  met  together  since  tho  com- 
mencement of  this  cruel  war,  and  wo  must 
endeavor,  Clar.a,  to  tlo  honor  to  the  feast." 

••I  hope,"  timidly  observed  her  cousin, 
shuddering  as  sho  spoke,  "  that  none  of 
those  horrid  chiefs  will  bo  present,  Made- 
line; for,  without  any  affectation  of  fear 
whatever,  I  feel  that  I  could  not  so  far 
overcome  my  disgust  as  to  sit  at  the  samo 
table  with  them.  Thero  was  a  time,  it  i.s 
true,  when  I  thought  notlung  of  theso 
things;  but,  since  tho  war,  I  have  witnessed 
and  lieard  so  much  of  their  horrid  deeds, 
tliiit  1  sliall  never  bo  able  to  endure  tho 
sight  of  an  Indian  face  agahi.     Ah!"   she 
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concluded,  turning  her  eyes  upon  tho  lake, 
while  Kho  clung  more  closely  to  thotnibrieo 
of  her  conipanion;  "would  to  heavtn, 
Madeline,  that  wo  were  both  at  this  monieiit 
gUdhig  in  yonder  vessel,  and  iu  sight  of 
my  father ■  d  for  t ! " 


CHAPTER  XX, 

The  eyes  of  Miss  do  Ilaldimar  followed 
thoao  of  her  cousin,  and  rested  on  tho  dark 
hull  of  tho  schooner  with  which  so  many 
recollections  ofthc  past,  and  anticipations  of 
tho  future  wcro  associatetl  in  their  minds. 
When  they  had  last  looked  ui)on  it,  all 
appearanco  of  hiunan  lifo  had  vanished 
from  its  decks;  but  now  there  was  strong 
evidence  of  unusual  bustlo  and  activity. 
Numerous  persons  could  bo  seen  moving 
luvstily  to  and  fro,  their  heatlsjust  peering 
abovo  tho  bulwarks;  and  presently  they  be- 
held asmall  boat  movo  from  tho  tshipa  side, 
and  shoot  rapidly  ahead,  in  adirect  lino  with 
tho  well-known  bearings  of  the  Hinclair's 
course.  While  they  continued  to  gaze  on 
this  point,  following  tho  course  of  tho  light 
vessel,  and  forming  a  variety  of  conjectures 
as  to  tho  cause  of  a  movement,  especially 
remarkable  from  tho  circumstanco  of  tho 
commander  beingat  the  momentin  tho  fort, 
whither  ho  had  been  summoned  to  attend 
the  council,  another  and  scarcelyperceptiblo 
object  was  dimly  seen  at  tho  distance  of 
about  half  a  milo  in  front  of  the  boat.  With 
tho  aid  of  a  telescope,  wliichhad  formed  one 
of  tho  principal  resources  of  tho  cousins 
duruig  their  long  imprisonment,  Miss  tlo 
Haldimar  now  perceived  udark  and  shapeless 
masa  hioving  somewhat  heavily  along  the 
lake  and  hi  a  lino  with  tho  schooner  and 
tho  'boat.  This  was  evidently  approach- 
ing :  for  each  moment  it  loomed  larger  upon 
t  ho  hazy  water,  increasing  in  bulk  in  the  same 
proportion  that  tho  departing  ekiff  became 
less  distinct :  still,  it  was  impossible  to  dis- 
cover, at  that  distance,  in  what  mamier  it 
was  propelled.  Wind  there  was  none,  not 
as  much  as  would  havo  changed  tho  course 
of  a  feather  dropping  tluougli  space  :  and 
except  whero  tho  dividing  oars  of  tho  boat- 
men had  agitated  tho  waters,  tho  whole 
surface  of  tho  lako  was  like  a  sea  of  pale 
and  liquid  gold.  ,    ,   .     ,.  .         , 

At  length  the  two  dark  bodies  met;  and 
tho  men  in  tho  boat  were  seen  to  lio  upon 
their  oars,  while  one  in  tho  stern  seemed 
to  bo  in  tho  act  of  attaching  aropo  to  tho 
i'ormless matter.  For  a  few  moments  there 
was  a  cessation  of  all  movement ;  and  then 
agam  tho  active  aiul  sturdy  rowing  of  tho 
boatmen  was  renewed,  and  with  an  exer- 
tion of  strength  even  more  vigorous  than 
that  they  had  previously  exhibited.  Their 
course  was  now  directed  towai-ds  tho  ves- 
sel ;  and  as  it  gradually  neared  that  fabric, 


I  the  rope  by  which  tlio  strange  looking  ob- 
ject was  secured,  could  bo  distinctly  thougli 
;  faintly  seenwitli  tlus  telescojje.  It  wasiiu- 
'  possible  to  say  whither  the  latter,  whatever 
It  might  be,  was  urg.d  by  some  invisible 
in(>aiis,  or  merely  floated  "in  tlie  wake  of 
tiie  boat ;  for,  although  the  waters  thrnugli 
wiiieh  it  passed  ran  rippling  and  foaniiii:,' 
tVoin  their  course,  tliis  etJect  miglit  Iriv.- 
been  produced  by  th(>  lioat  which  prect'ded 
it.  As  it  now  ai)proached  the  vessel,  it 
presented  tlie  ajjpearaneo  of  a  tlenso  woorl 
of  evergreens,  the  overhanging  branches  o, 
wliicli  descended  close  to  tiio  water's  edtr  • 
and  baffled  every  attempt  of  thecousins  i  > 
discover  its  true  character.  The  boat  ha  I 
now  arrived  within  ii  hundred  yards  of  tli-- 
schooner,  when  a  man  was  seen  to  rise  f'rr,iu 
its  bows,  and  putting  both  his  hands  to  his 
nioutli,  after  tlio  manner  of  sailors  in 
hailing,  to  continue  in  that  position  foi- 
some  moments,  apjjarently  conversing  witli 
those  who  were  grouped  along  tlio  nearest, 
gangway.  Tlien  were  observed  rapid  move- 
ments on  tho  decks;  and  men  were  Been 
hiisteuing  aloft,  anil  standing  out  upon 
tho  foremost  yards.  'This,  however,  had 
offered  no  interruption  to  the  exertions  of 
tho  boatmen,  who  still  kept  plying  with  a 
vigor  that  sot  even  tho  sailless  vessid  iu 
motion,  as  the  foumhig  waters,  thrown  from 
their  beniling  oar-blades,  dashed  angrily 
against  her  prow.  Soon  afterwards,  ibotli 
tlio  boat  and  her  prize  disappeared  on  tin; 
opposite  side  of  the  schooner,  which  now. 
lying  with  her  broadside  immediately  on  a 
lino  with  tho  shore,  completely  hid  them 
from  tho  further  view  of  thecousins. 

"Look! — Look!"  said  Clara,  clinging 
sensitively  and  with  alarm  to  the  almost 
maternal  Dosom  against  which  she  reposed, 
while  she  pointed  withher  finger  to  another 
darkmass  thatwas  moviugthrough  thelake 
in  a  circular  sweep  from  tlio  point  of  wood 
terminating  the  clearing  on  the  right  of  the 
fort. 

Miss  de  Haldimar  threw  the  glass  on  the 
object  to  wliich  her  attention  was  now 
directed.  It  was  evidently  somo  furre<l 
animal,  and  presented  all  tho  appearance 
either  of  a  largo  water-rat  or  a  beaver,  tho 
latter  of  which  it  was  pronounced  to  be  as 
a  nearer  approach  rendered  its  shape  moro 
distinct.  Ever  and  anon,  too,  it  disappeared 
altogether  under  the  water;  and  when 
again  came  in  sight,  it  was  always  several 
yards  nearer.  Its  course,  at  fu-st  circuitous, 
at  length  took  a  direct  lino  with  tho  f-tern 
of  the  boat,  where  tho  sailor  who  was  in 
chiU'go  still  lay  extended  at  his  drowsj- 
lengtli,  liis  tarpaulin  hat  shading  his  eyes, 
and  his  arms  folded  over  his  uncovered 
chest,  while  he  continuetl  to  sleep  as  pro- 
foundly as  if  ho  had  been  comfortably 
bertlied  in  his  liammock  in  tho  middle  ot' 
the  Atlantic. 
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''What  a  largo  bold  animal  it  is,"  ro- 
marked  Clam,  in  tho  tono  of  one  who  wishes 
to  bo  confirmed  in  an  impression  but  indif- 
ferently entertained.  "Seo  how  close  it 
iijjproachos  tho  boat!  Had  that  lazy  sailor 
iiut  liis  wits  about  him,  he  might  easily 
knock  it  on  tho  head  with  his  oar.  It 
IS — it  is  a  beaver,  Madeline;  I  can  distin- 
guish its  head  even  with  the  naked  eye." 

"Heaven  grant  it  may  bo  a  beaver," 
answered  Mi.-JS  do  Ilaldimar,  in  a  voice 
so  deep  and  full  of  meaning,  that  it 
made  hor  cousin  start  and  turn  paler  even 
than  before.  "Nay,  Clara,  dearest,  com- 
mand yourself  nor  givo  way  to  what  may, 
after  all,  i)rovo  a  groundless  cause  of  alarm. 
Yet  I  know  not  how  it  is,  my  heart  mis- 
gives mo  sadly  ;  for  I  liko  not  tho  moticms 
of  this  animal,  whicli  arc  strangi-ly  and 
unusually  bold.  But  this  is  not  all :  a  bea- 
ver or  a  rat  might  rufllo  tho  moro  surface 
of  tho  water,  yet  this  loaves  behind  it  a 
deep  and  gurgling  furrow,  as  if  tho  clement 
had  been  ploughed  to  its  very  bottom. 
<-»bservo  how  tho  lake  is  agitated  and  disco- 
lored wherever  it  has.  passed.  Moreover, 
I  dislike  this  sudden  bustlo  on  board  the 
schooner,  knowing,  as  I  do,  there  is  not  an 
officer  present  to  order  tho  movements  now 
vi.sibly  going  foi-ward.  Tho  men  are  evi- 
dently getting  up  thti  anchor;  and  seo  how 
hor  sails  are  loosened,  apparently  courting 
tho  breeze,  as  if  sho  would  fly  to  avoid  .somo 
threatened  danger.  Would  to  heaven  this 
count  1  scene  wore  over ;  for  I  do,  as  much 
as  y<  irself,  dearest  Cl'"ra,  distrust  these 
cruel  Indians." 

A  significant  gesture  from  her  trembling 
cousin  again  drew  her  cUention  from  tho 
vessel  to  tho  boat.  Tho  animal,  which  now 
exhibited  tuo  dclicato  and  glossy  furof  tho 
beaver,  had  gained  tho  stern,  and  remained 
stationary  within  a  foot  of  hor  quarter. 
Pi  esently  tho  sailor  made  a  sluggish  move- 
ment, turning  himself  heavily  on  his  side, 
and  with  his  i'aco  towards  his  curious  and 
daring  visitant.  In  tho  act  tho  tarpauUn 
liad  fallen  from  his  eyes,  but  still  ho  awoke 
not.  Scarcely  had  ho  settled  himself  in  his 
new  position,  when  to  tho  infinito  horror 
of  tho  excited  cousins,  a  naked  human 
liand  was  raised  from  beneath  the  surface 
of  tho  lake,  and  placed  upon  tho  gunwale 
of  tho  boat.  Then  rose  slowly,  and  still 
covered  with  its  ingenious  disguise,  first 
tho  neck,  then  tho  shoulders,  and  finally 
tlio  form,  even  to  tho  mid  waist,  of  a  dark 
and  swarthy  Indian,  who,  stooping  low  and 
c;xutiously  over  tho  sailor,  now  reposed  tho 
hand  that  had  quitted  tho  gunwale  upon 
his  form,  while  tho  other  was  thrust  soarch- 
ingly  into  tho  belt  encircling  his  waist. 

Miss  do  Ilaldimar  would  have  called  out, 
to  apprise  tho  unhappy  man  of  his  danger; 
but  hor  voice  refused  its  office,  and  hor 
cousin  was  even  less  capable  of  exertion 


than  herself.  Tho  deep  throbbings  of 
their  hearts  were  now  audiblo  to  each  ;  for 
tho  dreadful  interest  they  took  in  tho  scene 
had  excited  their  feelings  to  tho  most  in- 
tense stretch  of  agony.  At  tho.  very  mo- 
ment, however,  when,  with  almost  sus- 
pended animation,  tliey  e.xpected  to  soo 
tho  knifo  of  tho  savage  driven  into  tho 
cliost  of  tho  sleeping  and  unsuspecting 
sailor,  tho  latter  suddenly  started  up,  and 
instinct  with  tho  full  sense  of  tho  danger 
by  which  ho  was  mcnanced,  in  less  time 
than  wo  take  to  describe  it,  seized  tho  till- 
er of  his  rudder,  tho  only  available  instru- 
ment within  his  roach,  and  directing  a  pow- 
erful blow  at  the  head  of  his  amphibious 
enemy,  laid  him  without  apparent  life  or 
motion,  across  the  boat. 

"Almighty  God  !  what  can  this  mean?" 
exclaimed  Miss  do  Ilaldimar,  as  soon  as 
sho  could  recover  hor  presence  of  mind. 
"There  is  somo  fearful  treachery  in  agita- 
tion; and  a  cloud  now  hangs  overall  that 
will  soon  burst  with  irresistible  fury  on  our 
devoted  heads.  Clara,  my  love,"  and  she 
conducted  tho  almost  fainting  girl  to  a 
seat,  "waith'^ro  until  I  return.  Tho  mo- 
ment is  critic;  1,  and  my  father  must  bo 
apprised  of  what  we  have  seen.  Unless 
the  gates  of  tho  fort  are  instantly  closed, 
we  are  lost." 

"Oh,  Madeline,  leave  me  not  alone," 
entreated  tho  sinking  Clara.  Wo  will  go 
together.  Peniaps  I  may  be  of  service  to 
you  below." 

"Tho  thought  is  good;  but  have  you 
strength  and  courage  to  face  the  dark 
chiefs  in  the-  council-room.  If  so  hasten 
there,  and  put  my  father  on  his  guard, 
while  I  fly  across  tho  parade,  and  warn 
Captain  Baynton  of  tho  danger." 

With  these  words  sho  drew  the  ann  of 
her  agitated  cousin  within  her  own,  and. 
rapidly  traversing  tho  apartment,  gained 
tho  bed-room  which  opened  close  upon 
tho  head  of  tho  principal  staircase.  Al- 
ready were  they  descending  tho  first  steps, 
when  a  loud  cry,  that  sent  a  thrill  of  terror 
through  their  blood,  was  heard  from  with- 
out tho  fort.  For  a  moment  Miss  de  Ilal- 
dimar continued  irresolute;  and  leaning 
against  tho  rude  balustrade  for  support, 
passed  her  hand  rapidly  across  lier  brow, 
as  if  to  collect  her  scattered  energies.  The 
necessity  for  prompt  and  immediate  ac- 
tion was,  however,  evident ;  and  sho  alone 
was  capable  of  exertion.  Speechless  with 
.alarm,  and  trembling  in  every  joint,  the 
unhappy  Clara  had  now  lost  all  command 
of  her  limbs;  and,  clinging  close  to  tho 
side  of  her  cousin,  by  her  wild  looks  alone 
betrayed  consciousness  had  not  wholly 
deserted  her.  The  energy  of  despair  lent 
moro  than  woman's  strength  to  Miss  de 
Ilaldimar.  Sho  caught  the  fainting  girl  in 
her  arms,  retraced  her  way  to  the  chamber, 
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and  depositing  hor  burden  on  tho  bod, 
oinphatically  enjoined  her  on  no  uccount 
to  move  until  her  return.  Siio  thou  <|uit- 
tod  tho  room,  and  rapidly  descended  tlio 
Hiiiiroaso. 

For  some  moments  all  was  Bt  ill  and  hushed 
ns  tlio  waveless  air;  and  tlion  again  a  loud 
chorus  of  sliouts  was  hear.!  from  tho  ram- 
parts of  tho  fort.  Tho  choked  breathing 
of  the  young  girl  bocuno  more  froo,  and 
the  blood  rushod  onco  more  from  lior  op- 
pressetl  heart  to  tho  cxtromitios.  Never 
ciid  tones  of  tlio  human  voice  fall  more 
gratefully  on  tho  car  of  mariner  rast  on 
•some  desert  island,  than  did  those  on  that 
of  the  highly  excited  Clara.  It  was  tiio 
loud  laugh  of  tho  soMiery,  who,  colloctid 
along  the  lino  of  rampart  in  front,  were 
watohuig  tho  progress  of  tho  ball-jilayors. 
Cheered  by  the  welcome  sounds.sho  raised 
herself  from  tho  bed  to  satisfy  lior  eye  hor 
car  had  not  deceived  her.  The  windows 
of  both  bed-chambers  looked  laimodiat 'ly 
on  tho  barrack  square,  and  commaiuled 
a  full  view  of  tho  principal  entvanoo.  From 
that  at  which  she  now  stood  tho  revived 
but  still  anxious  girl  could  distinctly  see 
all  that  was  passing  in  front.  Tho  ramp- 
arts were  covered  with,  soldiers,  who,  armed 
merely  with  their  bayonets,  stood  grouped 
in  careless  attitudes — some  with  their  wives 
leaning  on  their  arms— others  with  their 
children  upraised,  that  they  miglit  the 
better  observe  tho  enlivening  sports  with- 
out— some  lay  indolently  with  their  legs 
overhanging  tho  works — others,  assuming 
pugilistic  attitudes,  dealt  their  harmless 
blows  at  each  other, — and  all  were  blended 
together,  men,  women,  and  children,  with 
that  heedlessness  of  thought  that  told 
how  little  of  distrust  existed  within  their 
breasts.  The  soldiers  of  the  guard,  too, 
exhibited  the  same  ah*  of  calm  and  unsus- 
pecting coniidence ;  some  walking  to  and 
fro  within  the  square,  while  the  greater 
portion  either  mixed  with  their  comrades 
above,  or,  with  arms  folded,  legs  carelessly 
crossed,  and  pipe  in  mouth,  leant  lazily 
against  the  gate,  and  gazed  Iteyond  the 
lowered  drawbridge  on  the  Indian  games. 

A  mountain  weight  seemed  to  have  been 
removed  from  tho  breast  of  Clara  at  this 
sight,  as  she  now  dropped  upon  her  knees 
before  the  window,  and  raised  her  hands  in 
pious  acknowledgment  to  heaven. 

"  Almighty  God,  I  thank  thee,"  she  fer- 
vently exclaimed,  her  eye  once  more 
lighting  up,  and  her  cheek  half  suffused 
with  blushes  at  her  late  vague  and  idle 
fears ;  while  she  embraced,  at  a  single 
glance,  the  whole  of  the  gladdening  and 
insphing  scene. 

While  her  soul  was  yet  upturned  whither 
her  words  had  gone  before,  her  cars  were 
again  assailed  by  sounds  that  curdled  her 
blood,  and  made  hor  spring  to  her  feet  as 
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I  if  stricken  by  a  l)ullot  through  the  heart,  or 
;  powerfully  touched  l)y  .soino  t'loctrio  fluid. 
It  w.is  the  well-known  and  devilish  w;U'-cry 
of  th(!  savages,  startlmg  the  very  air  through 
;  which  it  passed,  and  falling  like  a  deadly 
blight  upon  the  spirit.     With  a  mechanical 
j  and  de3i)erate  otlbrt  at  courage,  the  imhap 
,  \>y  girl  turned  li(>r  eyes  below,  and  ther.i 
me  t  images  of  de.ath  ui  their  most  appalling 
I  shapes.     Hurry  and  confusion  and  despair 
I  wore  every  whore  visible;  for  a  itand  of  In- 
j  dians  wore  already  in  the  fort,   and  these 
I  fast  suceoodod  by  others,  rushed  iikoator- 
■  rout  into  tho  square,  and  commence<l  their 
dreadfi'.lwork  of  butchery.  Many  of  the  ter- 
j  rilied  soldiers,  without  thinking  of  drawing 
j  their  l)ayonots,  flow  down  the  ramparts  in 
order  to  gain  their  respective  lilock-houses 
'  I'or  their  muskets ;   but  these  every  whero 
,  mt>t  diNith  from  tho  crashing  tomahawk. 
I  short  rifle,  or  gloaming  kniio ; — others  who 
I  had   presence  of  mind  sutficient  to   avail 
!  thi>mselvosof  their  only  weapons  of  defence, 
j  ruohed  down  in  the  fury  of  dt!sporation  on 
theyelliug  iiends,  resolved  to  sell  their  lives 
I  .as  dearly  as  possible  ;  and  for  some  minutes 
'  an  obstinate  contest  was  maintained ;  but 
I  tho  vast  superiority  of  the  Indian  numbers 
triumphed;  and  although  the  men  fought 
with  all  the  fierceness  of  despair,  forcing 
their  way  to  the  block-houses,  their  man- 
gled corpses  strewed  the  area  in  every  direc- 
tion.    Nuither  was  tho  horrid  butchery  con- 
fined to  these.    Women  clinging  to  their 
liiisbands  for  protection,  and,  in  the  reck- 
lessness of  then-  despair,  impeding  the  ei- 
foi'ts  of  tho  latter  in  their  self-defence — 
cliildren  screaming  in  terror,  or  supplicat- 
ing mercy  on  their  bendetl  knees — infants 
clasped  to  their  parent's  breasts,  all  alike 
sunkundor  the  loupitying  steel  of  tho  l)lood- 
thirsty-savages.     At  tho  guard-houso   the 
principal  stand  had  been  made  ;  for  at  tho 
first  rush  into  tho  fort,  tho  men  on  duty  hatl 
gained  their  station,  and,  h.aving  made  fast 
tho  barricades,  opened  their  fire  upon  tho 
enemy.    Mixed    pele-mole    as  they  were 
with  the  Indians,  many  of  tho  Eaglish  were 
shot  by  their  own  comrades,  who,  in  the 
coni'usion  of  the  moment,  were  incapablo 
of  taking  a  cool  and  discriminating  aim. 
These,  however,  were  finally  overcome.     A 
band  of  desperate  Indians  lushed  upon  the 
main  door,  and  with  repeated  blows  from 
their  tomahawks  and  massive  war-clubs, 
succeeded  in  demolishing  it,  while  others 
diverted  tho  fire  of  those  within.     The  door 
once  forced,  the  struggle  was   soon  over. 
Every  man  of  the  guard  perished,  and  their 
scalpless  and  disfigured  forms  wore  thrown 
out  to  swell  the  number  of  those  that  al- 
ready deluged  tho  square  with  their  blood. 
Even  amid  all  tho  horrors  of  this  terrific 
scene,    tho   agonised   Clara  preserved   her 
consciousness.     The  very  imminence  of  the 
danger  endued  her  with  strength  to  em- 


I 


98 


WACorsTA ;  or,  the  prophecy. 


brace  it  under  all  its  moat  rUshourtt'ning  iis- 
jmcts;  nnd  Ai<\  whoso  luijui  hud  l>t'on 
wrought  up  to  tln>  highest  pitcli  of  power- 
ful excitement  by  tho  mere  preliminary 
thrpateningx,  was  comparatively  collected 
under  tho  cut«sti'Oj)ho  itself.  Death,  cer- 
tain doalii,  to  all,  ."he  wiw  was  inevitattlo : 
unil  while  lier  i)erci'j>tiun  at  once  embraced 
tho  futility  of  all  attempts  at  esuipo  from 
tho  general  doom,  she  bnatched  from  des- 
pair tho  power  to  follow  ita  gloomy  details 
without  being  annihilated  under  theii- 
weight. 

Tho  confusion  of  the  garrison  hod  now 
reacheil  its  acme  of  horror.  The  shrieks 
of  women  and  tho  shrill  cries  of  child- 
tlren,  as  they  severally  and  fruitlessly 
fled  from  tho  death,  certain  to  over- 
take them  in  tho  end, — tho  ctirsings  of 
tho  soldiers,  tho  ycllings  of  tho  Indians, 
tho  reports  of  rifles,  and  tho  crashings  of 
tomahawks, — these,  with  tho  Htamjiing  of 
human  feet  in  tho  death  struggle  maintiun- 
ed  in  tho  coimcil-room  below  between  the 
tho  chiefs  and  tho  officers,  and  which  shook 
tho  blockhouse  to  its  very  foundation,  all 
mixed  up  in  terrible  cliorua  together,  might 
have  called  up  a  not  inapt  imago  of  hell  to 
the  bewildered  and  confounding  braui. 
And  yet  tho  sun  shone  in  yellow  lustre, 
and  all  nature  smiled,  and  wore  an  air  of 
calm,  as  if  tho  accursed  deed  had  h:ul  the 
sanction  of  heaven,  and  the  spirits  of  light 
loveU  to  look  upon  .he  frightful  atrocities 
then  in  perpetration. 

In  tho  first  distraction  of  her  spirit,  Clara 
had  utterly  lost  all  recollection  of  her  cou- 
sin ;  but  now  that  she  had  with  unnatural 
de8peration,brought  her  mind  to  bear  upon 
the  fiercest  points  of  the  grim  reality,  she 
turned  her  eye  everywhere  amid  tho  scene 
of  death  in  search  of  the  form  of  her  be- 
loved Madeline,  whom  she  did  not  remem- 
ber to  have  seen  cross  the  parade  in  pur- 
suance of  tho  purpose  she  had  named. 
While  she  yet  gazed  fearfully  from  tho  win- 
dows, loud  bursts  of  mingled  anguish  and 
rage,  that  were  almost  drowned  in  the 
fiercer  yells  with  which  they  were  blended, 
ascended,  from  the  ground-floor  of  the 
block-house.  These  had  hitherto  been 
suppressed,  as  if  the  desperate  attack  of  tho 
chiefs  on  the  officers  luwl  been  made  with 
closed  doors.  Now,  however,  there  was  an 
evident  outburst  of  all  parties  into  tho 
passage ;  and  there  the  struggle  appeared 
to  be  desperately  and  fearfully  maintained. 
In  the  midst  of  that  chaotic  scene,  tho  loud 
and  piercing  shriek  of  a  female  rose  far  above 
tho  discordant  yell  even  of  tho  savages. 
There  was  an  instant  of  pause,  and  then  the 
crashing  of  a  skull  wius  heard,  and  tho  con- 
fusion was  greater  than  before ;  shrieks,  and 
groans,  and  curses,  and  supplications  rent 
tho  air. 

The  first  single  shriek  came  from  Madeline 


do  Ilaldimar,  ami  vibrated  through  every 
chord  of  tho  heart  t-n  which  it  sank.  Scar- 
cely conscious  of  what  slrj  did,  Clara,  quit- 
ting tho  window,  once  more  gained  tiie 
top  of  tho  staircase,  and  at  tho  extremity 
of  her  voice  called  on  tho  name  of  hereon 
sin  in  tho  most  piteous  accents.  She  was 
answered  by  a  loud  shout  from  tho  yelling 
band ;  and  presently  boimding  feet  and 
screaming  voices  were  heard  ascending  the 
stairs.  Tho  terrified  girl  fancied  at  tho 
moment  she  lieard  a  door  open  on  tho  floor 
immediately  below  lier,  antl  some  one  dait 
suddenly  up  thofUght  communicating  with 
the  spot  on  which  sho  stood.  Without  wait 
ing  to  satisfy  herself,  she  rushed  with  all 
tho  mechanical  instinct  of  self-preservation 
back  into  her  own  apartment.  As  she 
passed  the  bed-room  window,  she  glanced 
onco  more  hastily  into  the  area  below,  and 
there  beheld  a  sight  that,  filling  her  bouI 
with  despair,  paralysed  all  further  exertion. 
A  tall  savage  was  bearing  ofl' the  apparent- 
ly lifeless  form  of  her  cousin  through  the 
combatants  in  tho  square,  her  white  dress 
stained  all  over  with  blood,  and  her  beauti- 
ful hair  loosened  and  trailing  on  the  ground. 
She  followed  with  her  burning  eyes  until 
they  passed  tho  drawbridge,  and  finally  dis- 
appeared behind  tho  intervening  rampart, 
and  then  bowing  her  heatl  between  her 
hands,  and  sinking  upon  her  knees,  she  re- 
posed her  forehead  against  the  sill  of  tho 
window,  and  awaited  unshrinkingly,  yet  in 
a  state  *of  inconceivable  agony,  tho  consum- 
mation of  her  own  unhappy  destiny. 

Tho  sounds  of  ascendmg  feet  were  now 
heard  in  tho  passage  without ;  and  present- 
ly, while  the  clangor  of  a  thousand  de- 
mons seemed  >ring  throughout  the  upper 
part  of  the  building,  a  man  rushed  furious- 
ly into  tho  room.  The  blood  of  the  young 
girl  curdled  in  her  veins.  She  mechanic- 
ally grasped  the  ledge  of  the  window  on 
which  her  acliing  head  still  reposed,  and 
with  her  eyes  firmly  closed,  to  shut  out 
from  view  the  fiend  whoso  sight  she  dread- 
ed, even  more  than  the  death  which  threat- 
ened her,  quietly  awaited  the  blow  that 
Wiis  to  terminate  at  once  her  misery  and 
her  life.  Scarcely,  however,  had  the  feet 
of  the  intruder  pressed  the  sanctuary  ol" 
her  bedchamber,  when  the  heavy  door, 
strongly  studded  with  nails,  was  pushed 
rapidly  to,  and  bolt  and  lock  were  heard 
sliding  into  their  several  sockets.  Before 
Clara  could  raise  her  head  to  discover  the 
cause  of  this  movement,  she  felt  herself 
liiraly  secured  in  the  grasp  of  an  encircling 
arrn,  and  borno  hastily  through  tlie  room. 
An  instinctive  sense  of  something  worse 
even  than  death  now  flashed  across  the 
mind  of  the  unhappy  girl ;  and  while  eho 
feared  to  unclose  her  eyes,  she  struggled 
violently  to  disengage  herself. 

"  Clara  1  dear  Miss  de  Ilaldimar  do  you 
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not  knowmo?"'  oxolairaed  her  supportir, 
while  placing  her  for  n  moment  on  u  seat, 
ho  proceeded  to  secure  the  fastenings  of  tlic 
^ocond  door,  tliat  lid  from  the  bedchamber 
into  f  ho  larger  apartment. 

Ke-assured  by  tiio  tones  of  a  voice  which, 
even  in  that  dreadful  moment  of  trial  ancl 
dcslrui^tion,  were  familiar  to  her  ear,  the 
trembling  girl  oi)enotl  her  eyes  wildly  xipon 
her  protector.  A  slight  scream  of  terror 
marked  her  painful  netiso  of  rocognition. 
It  was  Captain  IJaynton  whom  she  beheld ; 
liut  how  iniliko  tho  officer  who  a  few  min- 
utes before  had  been  conversing  with  lior 
from  the  ramparts.  His  <ino  hair,  matted 
with  blood,  now  hung  loosely  and  disligur- 
ingly  over  his  eyes,  and  his  pallid  facoand 
brow  wero  covered  with  gorospots,  the  evi- 
dent spa  tterings  from  the  wounds  of  olher.«, 
while  a  stream  that  issued  from  ono  side 
of  his  head  attested  ho  himself  had  not 
escaped  unhurt  in  the  cruel  melee.  A  skirt 
andalappel  had  been  torn  fiom  his  uni- 
form, which,  together  with  other  portions 
of  his  dress,  wero  now  stained  in  various 
jjarts  by  the  blood  continually  flowing  from 
liis  wound. 

"Oh,  Captain  Baynton,"  murmured  the 
fainting  girl,  Jicr  whole  soul  eiuking  within 
her,  as  sho  gazed  shudderingly  on  his  per- 
son," isthcrcnoliopei'orusVmustwedie?" 

"No,  by  heaven,  notwhile  I  have  strength 
to  savo  you,"  returned  tho  officer,  with 
energy.  "  If  thesavages  have  not  penetrat- 
ed to  the  rear,  wo  may  yet  escape.  I  saw 
tho  postern  open  just  now,  on  my  passage 
lound  tho  rampart,  and  tho  boat  of  tho 
schooner  upon  tho  Btrand.  Ual"  ho  ex- 
claimed, as  ho  flew  to  the  window,  and  cast 
his  eyo  rapidly  below,  "wo  are  lost!  The 
gate  is  still  clear,  and  not  an  Indian  to  be 
seen ;  but  the  coward  sailor  is  pulling  for  his 
life  towards  tho  vessel.  But  hold  1  another 
boat  is  now  quitting  the  ship's  side.  See, 
how  manfully  they  give  themselves  to  the 
oars ;  in  a  few  minutes  they  will  be  here. 
Come,  Clara,  let  us  flyl"  again  he  caught 
her  up  in  his  arms,  and  bore  her  across  tho 
room.  "Hark,  hear  you  not  the  exulting 
yellings  of  tho  monsters  ?  They  are  forc- 
ing the  outer  door:  mark  how  they 
redouble  their  eflbrts  to  break  it  open ! 
'J'hat  passed,  but  ono  more  barrier  remains 
between  us  and  inevitable  and  instant 
death." 

"  And  my  cousin,  my  uncle!"  shrieked 
the  unhappy  girl,  as  tho  officer  now  bore 
her  rapidly  down  the  backstaii-case. 

"Oh,  ask  me  not  I"  exclaimed  Baynton: 
"were  I  to  linger  again  on  all  I  have  wit- 
nessed, I, should  go  mad.  All,  all  have 
perished  1  but,  hark !" 

A  tremendous  yell  now  bursting  from 
tho  passage,  announced  at  once  tho  triumph 
oftho  savages  in  having  effected  an  entrance 
into  the  bedroom,  and  their  disappointment 


at  finding  their  pursuit  baulked  by  a  se- 
cond dooi'.  I'resi'utly  afterwards  their 
heavy  weapons  were  to'  be  heard  thunder- 
ing at  this  new  obHtacl(>,  in  the  most  furious 
manner.  This  gavo  new  stimulus  to  the 
ixertions  of  the  generous  otiiccr.  Eacli 
winding  of  tho  staircase  was  familial  to 
him,  and  ho  now  descended  it  with  a  raiid- 
ily  which,  considi-ruig  tho  burden  that  re- 
posed against  his  chest,  could  only  have 
been  inspired  by  his  ilespair.  The  flight 
terminated  at  a  door  thatled  directly  upon 
the  rarajiart,  without  communicating  with 
any  of  the  passages  of  tho  building;  and 
in  this  consisted  the  principal  facility  of 
escape;  for,  in  order  to  reach  them,  the 
savages  nmst  either  make  tho  circuitof  the 
blockhouses,  or  overtake  them  in  the 
course  they  wero  now  following.  In  this 
trying  emergency,  tho  j)reseneo  of  mind 
of  tho  young  ofHcer,  wounded  and  bleed- 
ing as  ho  was,  did  not  desert  him.  On 
(juitting  tho  larger  apartment  above,  ho 
had  secured  tho  outside  fastenings  of  u 
small  door  at  the  top  of  the  stairs,  and 
liaving  now  gained  tho  bottom,  ho  took  a 
similar  precaution.  All  that  remaineil 
was  to  unclose  the  bolts  of  the  ponderous 
door  tliat  opened  upon  tho  final  chance  of 
escape :  this  was  epeedily  done,  but  here 
tho  feelings  of  tho  officer  were  put  to  a  ee- 
vero  test.  A  rude  partition  divided  him 
from  the  fatal  council-room  and  while  he 
undid  tho  fastenings,  tho  faint  and  djing 
groans  of  his  butchered  brother  officers 
rung  in  his  ears,  even  at  tho  moment  that 
ho  lelt  his  feet  dabbling  in  the  blood  that 
oozed  through  the  imperfectly  closed 
planks  of  which  the  partition  was  compos- 
ed. As  for  Clara,  sho  was  insensible  to  all 
that  was  passing.  From  the  moment  of 
the  Indian  yell,  announcing  their  entry 
into  the  bedroom,  she  had  fainted. 

Tho  huge  door  came  now  creaking  back 
upon  its  hinges,  when  tho  sounds  of  the 
yet  unfinibhed  conflict  in  front,  which  had 
hitherto  been  deadened  in  their  descent 
through  the  remote  etajrcase,  ring  once 
more  fiercely  and  startingly  upcn  the  ear. 
A  smgle  glance  satisfied  Captom  Baynton 
the  moment  for  exertion  wai  come,  and 
that  tho  \\'ay  to  the  lake  sho.-e,  which,  by 
some  strange  oversight,  bo<h  the  Indians 
and  tho  men  had  overlooked,  waa  perfect- 
ly clear.  Uo  clasped  his  unconscious  bur- 
den closer  to  his  chest,  a»d  then,  setting  his 
Ufe  upon  tho  cast,  hastened  down  the  few 
steps  that  led  to  the  .'ampart,  and  dashed 
rapidly  through  the  postern;  in  the  next 
mituto  he  stood  en  tho  uttermost  verge 
of  tho  sands,  unliarmed  and  imfollowed. 
He  cast  his  eyes  »nxiously  along  the  surface 
of  tho  lake ;  bi*  such  was  the  excitement 
and  confusion  of  hia  mind,  produced  by 
the  horrid  recollection  of  the  past  Bcene, 
it  was  not  uatil  he  had  been  abruptly  hail- 
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otl  from  it,  ho  oould  see  a  boat,  at  the  din 
tnnco  of  »l)Out  two  luinilrt-d  yanlet,  tJio 
cr«'w  of  wliifb  wt^ro  lyinx  on  tlicir  ourH,  It 
wuH  tlio  longhout  t>f  tlio  Hchooiior,  whit'li, 
|iifVontt'<l  from  n  lu'iirt-r  aiijiroiuh  l>y  u 
sand  liar  that  ran  al(in>;  tho  lako  to  a  con- 
hidcrablt*  extonl,  hail  taiton  her  station 
there  to  receivo  tlio  fiij^itivcH.  Two  tall 
yoimg  meninlhodrosK,  yithaving  littlo  tli  • 
mien,  of  oominun  nailoiH,  weie  htanding 
up  in  her  ntern;  and  ono  of  those,  with 
evident  anxiety  in  his  manner,  c«ill<il  on 
Biiynton  byname  to  make  tho  best  of  liis 
way  to  the  boat.  At  that  inonipnt  aloud 
and  frantic  yell  came  from  tho  lilockhoiise 
tho  latter  had  Just  (luilted.  In  tho  wild 
impulse  of  his  excited  feelings,  ho  answer- 
ed withivchoor  of  defiance,  as  ho  turned 
to  discover  tho  preciso  point  whonc(»  it 
proceeded.  Tho  winiiows  of  tho  njjart- 
numt  HO  recently  occui)ied  by  tho  uiiluippy 
cousuis.  wero  darkened  with  savago  forms 
who  now  peah'd  forth  their  mingled  fury 
and  disappoiutmeut  in  tho  most  terrific 
manner. 

••,Fly.  fl.\,  BajTjton,  or  you  arc  lost !"'  ex- 
cUiimed  tho  same  voice  from  tho  boat; 
"  the  devils  are  levellmg  from  tho  win- 
dows." 

While  ho  yet  spako,  pevoral  shots  c^me 
whizzing  along  tho  waters,  and  a  spent  ball 
even  struck  tho  now  rapidly  lleehig  ofTicer 
on  the  back;  but  th(ulistancowas  too  great 
for  serious  injury.  Tho  guns  of  tho  sava- 
ges had  been  cut  so  phort  for  tlieir  despe- 
rate enterprise,  that  they  canied  little  fur- 
ther than  u  liorse  pistol. 

Again,  in  tho  desperation  of  his  feelings 
aud  heeuless  of  the  danger  ho  was  drawing 
on  himself  and  cliiu-go,  tho  officer  turned 
tierct.ly  lomid  an<l  shouted,  at  his  utmost 
lungs,  n  peal  of  triumj)!!  in  tho  cars  of  his 
enemies.  8carcely  however,  had  tho  sound 
escaped  his  lii)s,  when  two  ludeously  paint- 
ed Indians  sprang  through  tho  postern, 
and,  silent  as  tho  spectres  they  resembled, 
rushed  down  tho  sands,  and  thenco  into 
the  lake.  Loud  shouts  from  tho  windows 
above  wert  ag.ain  pealed  forth,  and  from 
the  consteraation  vi.siblo  on  the  features 
of  those  wittiin  tho  boat,  tho  nearly  ex- 
hausted Bayi.ton  learned  all  tho  risk  lie 
incurred.  Summoning  all  his  strength,  ho 
now  made  tho  most  despoi-ato  efforts  to 
reach  his  friends.  Tho  lako  was  littlo  more 
tlian  kneo  deep  fron  tho  shore  to  tho  bar, 
but,  enciunbored  ashowas,  tho  difficulty 
opposed  to  his  moveq^ents  was  immeasu- 
rably against  him,  and  jot  beseemed  gene- 
rously resolved  rather  ^.o  perish  than  re- 
linr)uish  his  charge.  A'reaJy  were  liis 
pursuers,  now  closely  follo-yed  by  a  nume- 
rous band,  within  twenty  yards  of  him, 
when  the  two  young  men  each  armed  with 
a  cutlasM  and  pistol,  sprang  fioni  tho  boat 
upon  the  sand  bar;  as  the  Indiaos  came  on 


they  fired  fbliberately  at   them,  but   botii 
missed  thtur  aim.     Encouraged  by  this  fail 
uro.  tho  fearless  tlevils  dashed  eagerly  on, 
brandishing  their  gleaminijf  tomahawks,  bur 
uttering  ni>t  a  sound.     Already  wiu<  thoun 
fortunatl^  Baynton  within  a  few  feet  of  th«' 
bar,  wiien   ho  felt  that   tho   savages   wen 
immediately  upon  him. 

"Take,  take,  for  tiod's  sake,  takoherl" 
ho  cried  as  with  a  desper.vte  eflbrt  he  threw 
tho  light  form  of  tho  still  unconscious  girl 
into  tho  arms  of  one  of  tho  young  men. 
"My  strength  is  quito  exhausted,  and] 
can  do  no  Uiore.'' 

For  tho  first  timo  a  yell  burst  from  tln^ 
lips  of  tho  jiur-suing  savages,  as  they  saw 
him,  to  whom  tho  guanlianship  of  the 
wretched  Clara  was  now  confided,  suddenly 
spring  from  i\v^  sand  bar  into  tho  lake, 
and  in  a  few  rajiid  strokes  gain  tho  side  ol 
tho  boat.  Leaving  tho  hapless  Baynton  to 
bo  disposed  of  by  his  companion,  tho  fore 
most  darted  upon  tho  bank,  burning  witii 
di.sappoiiitment,  and  resolved  to  immolate 
another  victim.  For  a  moment  ho  balanc 
eil  hi.s  tomahawk,  and  then  with  tho  rapi 
dity  of  thought,  ilaitetl  it  at  tho  covered 
head  of  tho  youth  who  still  lingered  on 
tho  bar.  A  well  timed  movement  of  tin; 
latter  averted  tho  blow,  and  tho  whizzing 
steel  passed  harmlessly  on.  A  guttural 
"  ugh  I'  marked  tho  disappointment  of 
tho  Indian,  now  reduced  to  his  scalping- 
knife;  but  before  ho  could  determino  wlu'- 
then  to  advance  or  to  retreat,  his  opponent 
had  darted  upon  Jiim,  and  with  a,  single 
blow  from  his  cutlass,  cleft  liis  skull  nearly 
asunder.  Tho  next  instantaneous  purpose 
of  tho  victor  was  to  advance  to  tho  rescue 
of  tho  exhausted  Baynton ;  but,  when  ho 
turned  to  look  for  him,  ho  saw  tho  mangl- 
ed form  of  what  had  once  been  that  gal- 
lant and  handsome  officer  floating,  without 
life  or  motion,  on  the  blood-stained  surface 
of  tho  Uuron,  while  his  fiendish  murderer, 
calmly  awaiting  tho  ajtproach  of  his  com- 
panions, held  up  tho  reeking  scalp,  in  tri- 
umph, to  tho  view  of  tho  still  yelling 
gi'oups  within  tho  blockhouse. 

"Noble,  generous,  self-devoted  fellow  1" 
exclaimed  tho  youth,  as  ho  fixed  his  burn- 
ing tearless  eye  for  a  moment  on  tho  unfor- 
tunato  victim ;  "even  you  ,  then,  are  not 
spared  to  tell  tho  horrid  story  of  this  butch- 
ery; yet  is  tho  fato  of  tho  fallen  far,  far 
more  enviable  than  that  of  those  who  have 
survived  this  day."  Uo  then  committed 
his  cutlass  to  its  sheath ;  and  leaping  into 
tho  deep  water  that  lay  beyond  the  bar, 
was,  in  a  few  seconds,  onco  more  in  tho 
stern  of  the  boat. 

Meanwhile,  the  numerous  hand,  who  fol- 
lowed then-  two  first  fierce  comrades  into 
tho  lake,  bounded  rapidly  forward ;  and, 
so  active  wero  their  movements,  that,  at 
almost  the  same  moment  when  tlEio  secoiul 
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I  if  tho  youthH  had  gainiHl   hid   temporary 
place  o\'   refu^'e,    they  Htood   yelling  and 
--eruumiiigun  tli<i8und  bar  be  ha<l  just(|uit- 
ted.     Two  or  three,  excited  to  denperation 
liy  tho  blood  they  liad  Heen  Bjiilt,  plunged 
iinheHitaliii^ly   into   thu   (>p]ii>sito   depths 
of  tho  lake;   and   tho  foremo.st  of  tiie.so 
was  tho  destroyer  of  tho  ill  lateil  Haynton, 
WithhisbloodyHcalping  knife  firmly  diiteli- 
ed  between   his  teeth    and   his  tomahawk 
in  his  right  hand,  this  lierco  warrior  buf- 
feted tho  waves  lustily  with  ono  arm,  and 
noiselessly,  as  in  tho  early  part  of  his  jiur- 
>uit,  urged  his  way  towards  tho  boat.     In 
I  ho  Btorn  of  this  a  few  planks  from   the 
>chooiier  had  been  liinily  la.-.lied,  to  serve 
as  ft  shield  against  tho  weapons  of  the  sava- 
i:v.a.  and  was  so  arranged  as  to  coneeal  all 
within  while  retiring  from  tho  shore.     A 
Mnall  aperture  Jiad,  however,  been  bored 
lor  tho  purpose  of  observing   the  move- 
nionts  of  tho  enemy  without  risk.  Through 
this  an  eye  was  now  dueeted,  while  only 
tho  blades   of   tho  oars  were   to  bo   seen 
jirojectiiig  from  the  boats  sides   as   tiny 
reposed    in    their   rowlocks.    Encouraged 
by  thoseeining  apathyaml  iiiortues.'iof  the 
erow.  tho  swimmiiig  savages  paused  not  to 
consider  the  consequences,  but  continued 
f heir  daring  courso  as  if  tiny  apprelieniled 
neither  risk  nor  resistance.     I'resontly  a 
desperate  splash  was  heanl  near  the  stern 
of  tho  boat,  and  tho  sinuous  form  of  the 
lirst  savage  was  raised  above  tho  gunwale, 
his  grim  face  lookingdevilish  in  itssmearcd 
war  paint,    and   his  liereo  oj-es   gleiniing 
and  rolling  like  fire-balls  in  their  sockets. 
.Scarctily   was   ho  seen,    however,  when   he 
had  again  disappeared.     A  blow  from   the 
cutlass  that  had  destroyed  his   companion 
descended  like  lightning  on  his  nuked  and 
hairless  head;  and,  in  the  agony  of  death, 
ho  might  bo  seen  grinding  his  teeth  against 
tliG  knifo  which  tho  instuictivo   ferocity  of 
hia  nature  forbade   his  relincjuishing.     A 
yell  of  fury  burst  from  the  savages  on  the 
bar  and  presently  a  shower  of  bullets  flew 
whisting  through   tho  air.     Several  were 
heard  striking  the  rude  rampart  in   the 
stem  ;  but,  although  tho  boat  was  scarcely 
out  of  pistol-shot,    the  thii;kncss    of  the 
wood  prevented  injury    to   those  within. 
Another  fierce  yell   followed  this  volley ; 
and  then  nearly  ii  score  of  warriors,  giving 
their  guns  in  charge  to  their  companions, 
plunged  furiously  into  the  water;  and,  with 
an  air  of  tho  most  infuriated  determination, 
leaped  rather  than  swam  along  its  surfaxjo. 
'<Now  then,  my  lads,  give  way,"  said  he 
at  tho  lookout;  ''there  are  more  than  a 
dozen  of  the  devils  in  full  cry ;    and  our 
only  chance  is  in  flight!     Hal    another 
here  I"  as,  turning  to  issue  these  directions, 
he  chanced  to  see  the  dark  hand  of  a  sa- 
vage at  that  moment  grasping  the  gunwale 
of  the  boat  aa  if  with  a  view  to  retard  her 


inovementu  until  the  arrival  of  his  oompa- 

nions 

A  heavy  blow  from  his  cutlass  accompa- 
nied those  woitls.  The  fingers,  diviiled  ut 
their  Very  root.s,  rolled  to  the  bottom  of 
the  boat,  and  the  carcass  of  tho  savage 
droppe  I,  vitb  a  yell  of  anguish,  far  in  tho 
rear.  '1  he  heavy  oar-blades  of  the  seamen 
now  made  play,  dashing  tho  lake  away  in 
sheets  of  foam:  and,  in  less  than  tivn'nii- 
nutes,  tho  heads  of  tho  swimming  savajjos 
were  seen  like  so  many  rats  upon  the  water, 
as  they  returned  once  moro  in  disappoint- 
ment from  their  fruitless  pursuit. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Tho  sun  had  gone  down,  as  he  ha<l  risen, 
in  all    the   gloriousness    of  his   autumnal 
splendor,  and twilightwaa now fastdescond- 
ingon  tho  waters  of  tho  Huron.     A  slight 
breeze  was  Just  beghining  to  make  itself 
felt  I'rom   tho  land,   the  gradual  rising  of 
wliich  was  hailed  by  many  an  anxious  heart, 
as  tho  schooner,  which  had  heen  making 
vahi  attemi)ts  to  quit  heranchorage  during 
tho  day,  now  luged  her  light  bows  throngli 
tho  slightly  curling  element.     A  death-like 
silence,  intorruplud  only  liy  the  low,  gruti" 
voice  of  a  veteran  seaman,  as  he  issued,  in 
technical   language,    t!.e  necessary  orders 
for  tho  management  of  the  Vessel,  provivil- 
ed  every  wliero  along  her  decks.     The  dress 
and  gener.d  aippearanco  of  this  individual 
amomiced  liini  for  a  jn'tty  otticer  of  the 
royal  sei'vice;  and  it  was  evident,  from  the 
tone  of  authority  with  which  he  spoke,  he 
was  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  temporary 
eommand.     The  crew,  consisting  of  about 
thirty   souls,    and  chiefly   veterans  of  the 
sii.me    class,    wore    assembled    along    the 
gangAVays,    each  man   wearing  a  brace  of 
pistols  in   the  belt,    which,   moreover,   se- 
curetl  anakodcutlass  around  his  loins;  and 
these  now  lingered   near  the  several  guns 
that  were   thrown  out  from  their   gloomy 
looking  jiorts,  as  if  ready  for  some  active 
service.     But,    although    tho    arming    of 
these  men  indicated  hostile  preimration, 
there  was  none  of  that  buoyancy  of  move- 
ment and  animation   of  feat uro  to  be   oli- 
served,  which   so  usually  characterise  the 
indomitable   daring   of  the  British  sailoi'. 
Some  stood  leaning  their  heads   pensively 
on   their    hands  against  the  rigging  an.l 
hammocks  that  wore  stowed  away  along  the 
bulwarks,  after  the  fashion  of  war  shijjs  in 
boarding;  others,  with  arms  tightly  folded 
across  their  chests,  gazed  earnestly  and  des- 
ponduigly  on  the   burning  fort  in  the  dis- 
tance, amid  the  rolling  volumes  of  smoke 
and  flame  from  which,  over  and  anon,  arose 
the    flendish    yell   of  those  who.    having 
already  sacked,  were  now  reducing  it  to 
aahes.     Nor   was   this   the  only  object  of 
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their  at'.«ntion.  On  ihomtinl  I>iiiikullti<l<-<1 
to  in  our  liw»t  chapter  w<r<' t'»  l)«»  ilinilv 
»ocn  ilu-uu^h  tho  growing  ttit'^k,  Ihu  dark 
otitliucrt  «>t'  many  of  tho  itavagcK,  who, 
Ji uuuo  with  rago  ai  thojr  inahihty  1  •  dovoto 
lliotu  to  thu  Haiuo  di>oin,  wore  tl  luiwill- 
nig  tu  4uit  u  Kpot  wliioli  appi-cj  it>d  them 
nearest  to  tho  List  Bun'iving  ohjectj  of 
tlu'ir  enmity.  Around  thi.s point  werocol- 
h'ct<Ml  numerous  eanots,  hlled  ul»o  with 
warriors  ;  and,  at  tlio  moment  wlien  tlie 
vessel,  obeying  tlio  impuL-to  given  l>y  lier 
ilowing  sails,  gUdeil  IVoia  tlio  ancliorago, 
tliesi)  loUmved,  seuddiiij^  in  her  wake,  and 
ma'lo  tt  bIiow  of  atlaekuigher  in  tho  stern. 
Tho  sudden  yawuigof  tlie  Hohooner,  how- 
ever, in  hrinying  her  tier  of  bristUng  ports 
into  view,  hadeheektil  tho  ardor  of  the 
jiursuing  fleet;  and  thu  discharge  of  a  sin- 
gle gun,  destroying  in  its  courso  threo  of 
their  canoes,  unil  carrymg  death  among 
ihoso  who  direetetl  them,  liad  driven  them 
hnek,  in  the  greatest  hurry  antl  confusion, 
to  their  yelling  and  disappointed  corn- 
ratios. 

Tho  aftor-deck  of  the  seliooner  present- 
ed a  ditlei  ent,  though  net  less  sombre  and 
discouraging  scene.  Un  a  pile  of  mat- 
trasses  hiy  the  light  and  almost  inanimate 
form  of  Clara  do  llaldimar:  her  f.iir  and 
redundant  Iwir  over.-sh.idowmg  lier  pallid 
blow  ami  cheek,  and  tlio  dress  sho  had 
worn  at  the  moment  of  her  eseajjo  from 
the  fort  still  spotted  with  tho  blood  of  her 
gt'iierous  but  unfortunate  pre.'^crver.  Close 
at  lier  side,  with  her  liantl;* clasped  in  his, 
wliilo  ho  watched  the  e.xpressu)n  of  deep 
sutlcring  reflected  from  each  set  iVature, 
anil  yet  with  the  air  of  ono  prc-occupied 
with  some  other  Kubjoct  of  paiufvdmterest 
sat,  on  an  (Mujjty  siiot  box,  the  young  man 
in  sailor's  attire,  whoso  cutla.ss  had  jer- 
formed  the  double  service  of  destroying 
hid  own  immediate  opponent,  and  aveng- 
ing the  deathof  tho  devoted Baynton.  At 
tho  head  of  the  rude  couch,  and  leaning 
against  a  portion  of  tho  schooner's  stern 
work,  stood  his  companion,  who  from  deli- 
cacy appeared  tt>  have  turned  away  his  eyes 
i'rom  the  group  below,  merely  to  cast  them 
vacantly  on  tho  dark  waters  through  which 
tho  vessel  was  now  beginning  to  urge  her 
course. 

Such  was  the  immediate  position  of  this 
little  party,  when  tho  gun  tired  at  the  In- 
dians was  heard  booming  heavily  along  the 
lake.  The  loud  report,  in  exciting  new 
sources  of  alarm,  seemetl  to  have  dissipat- 
ed the  spell  that  had  hitherto  chained  the 
energies  and  perception  of  the  still  weak, 
but  now  highly  excitetl  girl. 

"Oh,  Captain  Baymton,  whore  are  we?'' 
she  exclaimed,  star tingup  suddenly  in  teiTor 
and  throwing  her  arms  around  him  who  sat 
at  her  side,  as  if  she  would  have  clung  to  him 
for  protection.     "  la  the  horrid  massacre  no  t 


Wherolf  Madellnsf    Where 

Oh,  I  cannot  leuvo  tho  fort 


tini^lie<lyet? 
in  my  cousin? 
without  her." 

"  Ha!  wliero  in<leed  is  she  ?"  oxclaimefj 
tho  youth,  as  lio  cLts|ied  }iis  trembling  and 
Bcarcely  consciou.i  burden  to  his  chest.  '• 
Almighty  (iod,  where  is  hIio"'"  TIkui  alt'r 
a  nhort  pause,  and  in  a  voice  of  tender  but 
cxquisiteanguish,  "Clara,  my  belovedslster, 
do  you  not  know  mo?  It  is  not  Uaynton 
but  your  brother,  who  now  cliwjis  you  to 
his  breaking  heart." 

A  deluge  of  (i-ars  was  tho  only  answer 
of  the  wrcstchod  girl.  They  were  thollrstph'> 
had  shed, — tho  liistmark.s  of  con.sciousneK^ 
sho  hadcxhibited.  Hitherto  her  heart  had 
been  oppr(!.ssed;  every  fibre  of  her  brain 
racked  almost  lo  bursting,  and  filled  only 
with  ghastly  llilting  vision.'*  of  tho  dreadful 
horrors  ftho  luul  seen  perpetrated,  sho  liad 
continued,  since  the  moment  of  lierfaint 
ing  hi  the  bloikliouse,  t\H  one  bereft  ofall 
memory  of  thepiLst,  (>rap|>rehensionof  the 
present.  Ihit  now,  tho  full  out  pouring  ol 
her  grief  relieved  herovercliargeil  brain  and 
he:irt,  even  wliilo  the  confused  hnagcs  float 
kig  before  lier  iecolle('tionac(|uir(Ml  a  more 
tangilde  and  paiiil'ulrliar.icter.  Sho  rai.sed 
herself  amoment from  the  brea-st  on  which 
her  l.iurning  head  r(>i)Ose(l,  lunked  stead 
fastly  in  the  face  tliit  hung  an.viously  over 
her  own,  and  saw  indeed  tint  it  w.ih  hei' 
brother.  Sho  tried  to  speak,  but  nhe  could 
not  utter  a  word,  for  tho  memory  of  all 
that  had  occurred  that  I'atal  morning  rush- 
ed with  mountahi  weight  upon  lier  fainting 
sjurit,  and  again  sho  wept,  and  more  bitter- 
ly than  before. 

The  young  man  pressed  lier  in  silonco  to 
ills  bosom  ;  nor  was  it  until  sho  had  given 
full  vent  to  her  grief,  that  ho  ventured  to 
address  her  on  the  subject  of  hi.i  own  im- 
mediate sorrows.  At  length,  when  she  ap- 
peared somewhat  calm,  he  observed,  in  a 
voice  broken  by  emotion, — 

"Clara,  dearest,  what  account  have  you 
to  give  mo  of  Madeline?  Uas  sho  shared 
the  fate  of  all?  or  have  you  reason  to  sup- 
pose her  life  has  been  spared? 

i\jiother  bm'st  of  teara  succeeded  to  these 
questions,  for  coupled  with  tho  name  of  her 
cousin  arose  all  the  horrid  associations  con- 
nected with  her  loss.  As  soon,  however, 
as  she  could  compose  herself,  sho  briefly 
stated  all  sho  had  witnessed  of  the  affair, 
from  the  moment  when  the  boat  of  tho 
schooner  was  seen  to  meet  the  strange  look- 
ing object  on  the  water,  to  that  when  she 
liad  beheld  her  ill-fatecl  cousin  borne  away 
apparently  lifeless  in  the  arms  of  the  tall 
Indian  by  whom  sho  had  been  captured. 

During  tliis  recital,  the  heart  of  Captain 
de  llaldimar, — for  it  was  he, — beat  audibly 
against  the  cheek  that  still  reposed  on  his 
breast ;  but  when  his  sister  had,  in  a  faint 
voice,  closed  her  melancholy  narrative  with 
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tlie  manner  of  her  eounin'M  disappearance, 
iieg.tveiiHU'ldeuHtart,  uttering  at  the  muno 
tune  an  exclamation  of  joy. 

" Thank  (jod,  hIki  Htiil  liven!''  he  erii-tl, 
jire-^i-iug  bin  Mister  onee  moro  in  fondni-ss 
to  hi-t  heart;  then  turning  to  his  eoMijta 
iiioii,  who,  although  seemingly  abstracted, 
hid  been  a  Hilent  ami  attentive  witness  of 
tlinhceno, — "By  heaven!  VuUetort,  there 
is  yet  a  hope.  She  it  was  indeed  whom  we 
s  iw  borne  out  of  the  fort,  and  nubse<iuently 
made  to  walk  by  the  cruel  indin.i  who  hiul 
ciiargo  of  hor." 

'•  Vallotort,  Valletort,"  murmured  Clara 
initonHciou.sly,  liersick  heart  Ihrobbingwith 
slin  knew  not  what.  '•  J  low  is  tliis,  Frede- 
rick?— Where,  then,  is  (Japtain  iJayntonV 
and  how  camo  you  licroV" 

"Alas!  Clara,  poor  Jiaynton  iri  no  more. 
Kven  at  tho  moment  wiien  he  confided  the 
unconHciourt  l)ur<lcn,  jti-eserved  at  the  peril 
of  ilia  own  life,  to  tiie  ariii.f  of  ,'^ir  Kveianl 
lure,  ho  fell  beneath  tho  tomahawk  of  a 
pursuing  savage,  I'oor,  noble,  gi'ucrous 
15;iynton,"  ho  continued,  mournfully;  "to 
iiim,  iiulocd,  Clara,  are  you  indebted  fo- 
your  life;  yet  was  it  purchanedat  thcpric 
n   liid  own." 

.Again  tho  pained  and  .nflectionate  girl 
wt'pt  bitterly,  and  her  brolUer  i>roceeil,'d  : 

"ThoBtrango  object  you  saw  on  tln^luke, 
my  lovo, waanotlungmore  thana  canoodib- 
guised  with  bnify  bough.s,  iinvhich  f^ir  Eve- 
rard  Valletort  and  myself,  under  tlio  guid 
iiiifo  of  old  Francois  of  the  Fleur  do  lis, 
wiiom  you  must  recollect,  have  ma<lo  the 
duigerous  passage  of  tho  iSinclair  in  tho 
garb  of  duck  hunters, — which  latter  wo  had 
only  discarded  on  reaching  tho  Bchoonor, 
in  order  to  assume  another  wo  eonceivctl 
better  suited  to  our  purpose.  Alas!"  and 
he  struck  his  hand  violently  against  his 
brow,  "hod  we  mado directly  for  tho  nhoro 
without  touching  tho  vessel  at  all,  there 
might  have  been  time  to  save  those  we  camo 
to  ai)priso  of  their  danger.  Do  you  not 
think  there  was,  Valletort?" 

"  Most  certainly  not,"  returned  his  com- 
panion, anxious  to  remove  tho  impression 
of  self-blamo  that  existed  in  tho  mind  of 
Captain dollaldimar.  "From  the  moment 
of  our  reaching  the  schooner,  which  lay 
immediately  in  our  route,  to  that  when  the 
shout  was  raised  by  the  savages  as  they 
rui-hcd  into  tho  fort,  there  was  scarcely  an 
interval  of  three  minutes;  and  it  would 
have  required  a  longer  period  to  have  en- 
abled us  to  gain  tho  shore." 

"Thank,  thank  you  for  that!"  exclaimed 
the  oflBcor,  drawing  himself  up  with  thoair 
o  f  one  who  breathes  more  freely .  "I  would 
not  for  the  wealth  and  honors  of  the  united 
world,  that  Buch  a  cause  for  self-reproach 
should  linger  on  my  mind.  By  heaven !  it 
would  break  my  heart  to  think  we  had  been 
in  time  to  save  them,  and  yet  liad  lost  the 


opportunity  through  even  ono  moment  of 
neglect."  Tlien  turning  once  more  to  his 
Mi«ter,— "Now,  ("lira,  that  I  see  you  in 
safety,  I  have  another  sacnd  duty  to  per- 
forin.    I  must  leav.'  you,  but  not  alone." 

"What  ine.inyouFrriderick?"  exelaimed 
bis  agitated  hii,ter,  clinging  more  (ilosoly  to 
his  embrace,  "  Hcarro  have  we  met,  and 
ynii  talk  of  leaving  me.  i)  whither  would 
you  go?" 

"Surely,  my  love,"  and  lie  spoke  half 
reiiroachi'ully,  nltli<Mij|li  with  tinderness 
ofaee.nt,  "my  meaning  must  be  obvious, 
lint  what  do  I  say?  You  know  it  not. 
Madflino  still  lives.  We  saw  lier,  as  wo 
[Hilled  towar<ls  the  shore,  led  across  the 
clearing  in  the  direetion  of  Chaboulga. 
Hear  me,  tlicii:  the  t:anoo  in  which  wo 
came  is  still  towing  from  the  vessel's  stern, 
and  in  tliis  do  1  mean  to  embark,  without 
furth.  r  loss  of  fim<>,  in  seareh  of  her  who  is 
•  I  :  r  to  me  than  existence.  I  know," 
bo  J ■  'sued  with  emotion,  "I  havo  but 
little  iioj^e  of  rescuing,  (>ven  if  T  do  succeed 
in  binding  her ;  but  at  loa.«t  I  shall  not  havi' 
lOBUI'.'i-  under  '  .self  reproacl.  of  having 
neglected  t'l,  only  chance  that  no\/  lies 
withi'  my  re.ich.  IfslK' be  doomed  to  die, 
I'lij-    Mien  have  nothin.'i  left  to  livo  for 

—  xcept  you,  '"lara,"  be  continued,  after 
a  pr  use,  pressing  the  we<>i)ing  girl  to  his 
heart  r^t  he  remarked  now  much  sho  seem- 
ed iain»'d  by  the  declaration. 

liaving  placeu  I.i '.  sister  once  more  on 
tho  couch,  and  covered  her  -vith  a  cloak 
that  h  id  been  brou,i;;lit  from  the  cabin  of 
the  unfortunate  coinm  tnder,  Captain  de 
Ilaldimar  now  rose  from  his  humble  seat, 
and  grasping  tho  hand  of  his  friend, — 

"  V'alletort,"  he  said,  "I  commit  this 
dear  girl  to  your  keeping.  Hitherto  wo 
havo  been  e(]ial  sharers  in  an  enterprise 
liaving  for  its  object  tho  i)reservationofour 
mutual  companions  and  friends.  At  pre- 
sent, interests  of  a  more  personal  nature 
occupy  my  attention  ;  and  to  these  mustl 
devoto  myself  alone.  I  trust  you  will  reach 
Detroit  in  safety  ;  and  when  you  havo  de- 
livered my  unfortunate  sister  into  tho  arms 
of  hor  father,  you  will  say  to  him  from  xno. 
I  could  not  survive  the  loss  ofthatb'^uig  lo 
whom  I  had  sworn  eternairideliiyandallec- 
tion.  Francois  must  be  my  only  companion 
on  this  occasion.  Nay,"  ho  continued, 
[minting  to  hi.,  sister,  in  answer  to  tho  ris- 
ing renicusiranco  of  the  baronet,  "  will  you 
desert  the  precious  charge  I  havo  confided 
to  your  keeping?  Eocollect,  Valletort," 
in  a  more  subdued  tone  "  that  besides  your- 
self there  will  bo  none  near  her  but  rude 
and  uneducated  sailors ; — honest  men 
enough  in  their  way,  it  is  true ;  but  not  the 
sort  of  people  to  whom  I  should  like  to 
confide  my  poor  sister." 

The  warm  and  silent  pressure  by  Sir  Eve- 
rard  of  his    hand  announced   his  partici- 
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fation  in  tho  sentiment ;  and  Captain  de 
laldimar  now  hastened  forward  to  apprise 
tho  Canadian  of  is  purpose.  Ho  found 
mine  host  of  the  Fleur  do  Lis  seated  in  the 
forecastle  of  tho  schooner ;  and  with  an  air 
of  the  most  perfect  unconcern  discussing  a 
substantial  meal,  consisting  of  dried  round 
imcooked  venison,  raw  onions,  and  Indian 
coin  bread,  the  contents  of  a  large  bag  or 
wallet  that  lay  at  his  feet.  No  sooner, 
however,  had  the  imoatient  officer  commu- 
nicated his  design,  asking  at  the  same  time 
if  he  might  expect  his  assistance  in  the  en- 
terprise, than  the  imhnished  meal  of  the 
("anadian  was  discontinued,  the  wallet  re- 
iilled,  and  the  largo  greasy  clasp-knife 
with  wliich  the  portions  had  been  separa- 
ted, closed  and  tlu-ust  into  a  pocket  of  his 
blanket  coat ! 

"  I  shall  go  to  de  devils  for  you,  capitaine, 
if  wo  must,'"  he  said,  as  he  raised  his 
portly  form,  not  without  eflFort,  from  the 
deck,  slapping  the  shoulder  of  tho  officer 
at  tho  same  time  somewhat  rudely  with 
his  hand.  There  was  nothing,  however, 
otFensively  familiar  in  this  action.  It  ex- 
pressed merely  the  devotedness  of  heart 
with  which  tho  man  lent  him.self  to  the 
service  to  which  ho  had  pledged  himself, 
and  was  rather  complimentary  than  other- 
wise to  him  to  whom  it  was  directed. 
Captain  do  Ilaldimar  took  it  in  tho  light 
in  which  wo  have  just  shown  it,  and  he 
grasped  and  shook  the  rough  hand  of  the 
Canadian  with  an  earnestness  highly  gra- 
til'ying  to  tho  latter. 

Every  thing  was  now  in  readiness  for 
tlioir  departure.  Tho  canoe,  still  covered 
with  its  streaming  boughs,  was  drawn  close 
up  to  the  gangway,  and  a  few  hasty  neces- 
saries thrown  in.  While  this  was  passing 
tho  officer,  had  again  assumed  his  disguise 
of  a  duck-hmiter;  and  he  now  cppeared 
in  the  blanket  costume  in  which  wo  intro- 
<luced  Sir  Everard  and  himself  in  the  elev- 
enth chapter. 

"If  I  may  be  so  bold  as  to  put  in  my  oar, 
your  honor," — sad  the  veteran  boatswahi. 
on  whom  the  command  of  the  schooner  had 
fallen,  as  he  now  advanced,  rolling  his  quid 
in  liis  mouth,  and  dropping  his  hat  on  his 
shoulder,  while  the  fingers  of  the  hand  which 
clutched  it  were  busily  occupied  in  scratch- 
ing his  bald  head, — "if  I  may  be  so  bold, 
there  is  another  chap  here  as  might  better 
serve  your  honor's  purpose  than  that  ore 
tat  Canadian,  who  seems  to  think  only  of 
stuffing  while  his  betters  are  fasting." 

"And  who  is  he,  my  good  MuUins?" 
asked  Captain  de  Haldimar. 

"Why,  thatlngian,  your  honor,  as  began 
the  butchery  in  the  fort  yonder,  by  trying 
to  kill  Jack  Fuller  while  ho  laid  asleep  this 
morning,  waiting  for  the  captain  m  the 
jolly  boat.  Jack  never  seed  him  coming,  until 
he  felt  his  black  hands  upon  his  throat,  and 


then  he  ups  with  the  tiller  at  his  noddle, 
and  sends  him  floundering  across  the  boats 
thwarts  like  a  flat  fish.  I  thought,  your 
honor,  seeing  as  how  I  have  f;ot  tho  com- 
mand of  the  schooner,  of  tyiug  him  up  to 
the  mainmast,  and  giving  him  two  or  three 
dozen  or  so,  and  then  sending  him  to  swim 
among  the  mascannungy  with  a  twenty-four 
pound  shot  in  his  neckcloth,  but  seeing  as 
how  your  honor  is  going  among  them  sav- 
ages agin,  I  thought  as  how  some  gooil 
might  be  done  with  him,  if  your  honor  could 
contrive  to  keep  him  in  tow,  and  close 
under  your  lee  quai-ter,  to  prevent  his 
escape." 

"At  all  events,"  returned  the  officer, 
after  a  pause  of  some  moments,  during 
which  he  appeared  to  be  deliberating  on  his 
course  of  action,  "  it  may  be  dangerous  to 
keep  him  in  the  vessel;  and  yet,  if  we  take 
him  ashore  he  may  be  the  means  of  our 
more  immediate  destruction;  unless,  in- 
deed, as  you  observe,  he  can  be  so  secured 
as  to  prevent  the  po.ssibility  of  escape ;  but 
that  I  very  much  doubt  indeed.  Where  is 
he,  Mullins  ?  I  should  hko  to  see  and  ques- 
tion him." 

'•  lie  shall  be  up,  your  honor,  in  no  time, ' ' 
replied  the  sailor,  once  more  resuming  his 
hat,  and  moving  a  pace  or  two  forwaril. 
Then  addressing  two  or  tlu-eo  men  in  the 
starboard: — "Bear  a  hand  there,  my  men, 
and  cast  off  the  lashings  of  that  black  Ing- 
ian,  and  send  him  aft  here,  to  the  officor." 

The  order  was  speedily  executed.  In  a 
few  minutes  the  Indian  stood  on  tho  quar- 
ter-dock, liis  hands  firmly  secured  behind, 
and  his  head  sunk  upon  his  chest  in  sullen 
despondency.  In  the  increasing  gloom  in 
which  objects  were  now  gradually  becoming 
more  and  more  indistinct,  it  was  impossible 
for  Captain  de  Ilaldimar  to  distinguish  his 
features ;  but  thero  was  sometliing  in  tho 
outline  of  the  Indian' s  from  that  impressed 
him  with  tho  conviction  he  had  seen  it  be- 
fore. Advancing  a  pace  or  two  forward, 
he  pronounced,  in  an  emphatic  and  audible 
whisper,  the  name  of  "Oucanastal" 

Tho  Indian  gave  an  involuntary  start, — 
uttered adeep interjectional  " Ughl" — and, 
raising  his  head  from  his  chest,  fixed  his 
oyo  steadily  on  the  officer. 

"  Ilookynaster  ! — Ilookynaster  1"  gi'owl- 
(>d  Jack  Fuller,  who  had  Ibllowed  to  hear 
the  examination  of  his  immediate  captive: 
"why,  your  honor,  that  jaw-breaking  name 
reminds  me  as  how  the  chap  had  a  bit  of  a 
paper  when  I  chucked  him  into  the  jolly- 
boat,  stuck  in  his  girdle.  It  was  covered 
over  with  pencil-marks,  as  writing  like; 
but  all  was  rubbed  out  agin,  except  some 
such  sort  of  a  name  as  that." 

"  Wliero  is  it  ? — what  have  you  done  with 
it  ?"  hastily  asked  Captain  de  Ilaldimar. 

"Here,  in  my  backy-box,  your  honor.  I 
kept  it  safe,  thinking  as  how  it  might  sarve 
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to  let  us  know  all  about  it  afterwards." 

The  Bailor  now  drew  from  the  receptacle 
just  named  a  du-ty  piece  of  folded  paper, 
deeply  impregnated  with  the  perfume  of 
stale  and  oft  re-chewed  quids  of  coarse  to- 
bacco ;  and  then,  with  the  air  of  one  con- 
scious of  having  "rendered  the  state  some 
service,"  hitched  up  his  trowsers  ivithone 
hand,  while  with  the  other  he  extended  the 
important  document. 

To  glance  hia  eye  hurriedly  over  the  pa- 
per by  the  light  of  a  dark  lanthorn  that 
had  meanwhile  been  brought  upon  deck, 
unclasp  his  hunting-knife,  and  divide  the 
ligatures  of  the  captive,  and  then  warmly 
press  his  liberated  bands  with  his  own,  were, 
with  Captain  de  Haldimar,  but  the  work  of 
a  minute. 

"Ililloa!  which  the  devil  way  does  the 
wind  blow  now?"  muttered  Fuller,  the  leer 
of  self-satisfaction  thathad  hitherto  played 
in  his  eyo  rapidly  givmg  i^laco  to  an  air  of 
seriousness  and  surprise ;  an  expression 
that  was  not  at  all  diminished  by  an  obser- 
vation from  his  new  commander. 

"I  tell  you  what  it  is.  Jack,"  said  the 
latter  impressively ;  ''I  don't  pretend  to 
have  more  gumption  (qu.  discernment  ?) 
than  my  messmates ;  but  I  can  see  through 
a  millstone  as  clear  as  any  man  as  ever 
heaved  a  lead  m  theso  hero  lakes;  and 
may  I  never  pipe  boatswain' s  whistle  agam 
if  you  am't  somehow  or  other,  in  the 
wrong  box.   That  'ere  Ingian's  one  of  us !" 

The  feelings  of  Captain  do  Ilaldimar 
may  easily  bo  comprehended  by  our  read- 
ers, when,  oil  glancing  at  the  paper,  ho 
found  himself  confimiciil  in  the  impression 
previously  made  on  him  by  the  outline  of 
tho  captive's  form.  The  writing,  nearly 
obliterated  by  damp,  had  been  rudely  trac- 
ed by  his  own  pencil,  on  a  leaf  torn  from 
his  pocket-book  on  tlio  night  of  his  visit  to 
the  Indian  encampment,  and  at  tho  mo- 
ment when  seated  on  tho  fatal  log,  Ouca- 
'  nasta  had  promised  her  assistance  in  at 
least  rescuing  his  betrothed  bride.  They 
were  addressed  to  Major  do  Ilaldimar,  and 
briefly  stated  that  a  treacherous  pliui  was  m 
contemplation  by  tho  enemy  to  surprise 
tho  fort,  which  tho  bearer,  Oucanasta  (tho 
latter  word  strongly  marked),  would  fully 
explain,  if  she  could  possibly  obtain  access 
withm.  From  the  narrative  entered  into 
by  CUu-ajWho  had  particularly  dwelt  on  the 
emotions  of  fear  that  ha<l  sprung  up  in 
her  own  and  cousm's  heart,  by  tho  sudden 
transformation  of  a  supposed  harmless 
beaver  into  a  fierce  and  threatening  savage, 
he  had  no  difficulty  in  solvmg  tho  enigma. 

The  Indian,  in  whom  he  had  recognised 
the  young  chief  who  had  saved  him  from 
the  fury  of  Wacousta,  had  evidently  been 
won  upon  by  his  sister  to  perform  a  service 
which  ofl'ered  so  much  less  difficulty  to  a 
warrior  than  to  a  woman  5  and  it  was  clear, 


that,  finding  all  other  means  of  communi- 
cation with  the  fort,  undiscovered  by  his 
own  people,  impracticable,  he  had  availed 
liimself  of  tho  opportunity,  when  he  saw 
tho  boat  on  tho  strand,  to  assume  a  dis- 
guise so  well  adapted  to  insure  success.  It 
was  no  remarkable  thing  to  see  both  the 
beaver  and  tho  otter  moving  on  the  calm 
surface  of  the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
forts,  even  at  mid-day,  and,  occupied  as 
tho  Indians  were,  to  a  man,  at  that  moment 
with  their  cruel  projects,  it  was  by  no  means 
likely  that  their  attention  should  have  been 
called  off  from  theso  to  so  apparently  un- 
important a  circumstance.  The  act  that 
had  principally  alarmed  the  cousins,  and 
terminated,  as  we  have  seen,  in  tho  sudden 
attack  of  the  sailor,  had  evidently  been 
misconceived.  The  hand  supposed  to  be 
feeling  for  the  heart  of  tho  sluggard,  had, 
in  all  probability,  been  placed  on  his  chest 
with  a  view  to  arouse  him  from  his  slumber ; 
wliile  that  wliich  was  believed  to  have  been 
dropped  to  tho  handlo  of  tho  Icnife,  was,  m 
reality  merely  seeking  the  paper  that  con- 
tained the  announcement,  which,  if  then 
delivered,  might  have  saved  the  garrison. 

Such  was  tho  train  of  conjecture  thatnow 
passed  thi'ough  the  mind  of  the  officer ; 
but,  although  ho  thus  pkced  the  conduct  of 
tho  Indian  in  the  most  favorable  light, 
hia  impression  received  no  confimiation 
from  the  lips  of  tho  latter.  BuUen  and 
doggedly,  notwithstanding  the  release  from 
his  bonds,  the  Ottawa  hung  his  head  upon 
his  chest,  withhiseyes  riveted  on  the  deck, 
and  obstmately  refused  to  answer  every 
question  put  to  him  by  his  deliverer.  This, 
however,  did  not  tho  less  tend  to  confirm 
Captain  de  Ilaldimar  in  his  belief.  He  knew 
enough  of  the  Indian  character  to  vuider- 
stand  the  indignant  and  even  revengeful 
spirit  likely  to  be  aroused  by  tho  treatment 
tho  savage  had  met  with  in  retiun  for  his 
intended  services.  lie  was  aware  that, 
wi'hout  pausing  to  reflect  on  the  fact  that 
tho  sailor,  ignorant  of  his  actual  purpose, 
could  merely  Ilivo  seen  in  him  an  enemy 
ill  tho  act  of  attempting  his  life,  the  chief 
would  only  consider  and  inflame  himself 
over  the  recollection  of  the  blow  inflicted ; 
and  that,  with  the  true  obstinacy  of  his 
race,  ho  would  rather  suffer  captivity  or 
death  itself,  than  humble  tho  haughty  pride 
of  his  nature,  by  condescending  to  an  ex- 
planation with  those  by  whom  he  felt  him- 
self so  deeply  injured.  Still,  even  amid  all 
his  own  personal  griefs,— griefs  that  ren- 
dered the  boon  in  some  degree  at  present 
valueless, — Captain  de  Ilaldimar  could  not 
forget  tliat  the  youth,  no  matter  by  what 
motive  induced,  had  rescued  him  from  a 
dreadful  death  on  a  previous  occasion. 
With  the  generous  warmth,  therefore,  of  a 
grateful  mind,  he  now  sought  to  impress 
on  the  Indian  the  deep  sense  of  obligation. 
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under  which  he  labored ;  explaining  at  tho 
same  time  the  very  natural  error  into  which 
the  Bailor  had  fallen,  and  concluding  with  a 
declaration  that  he  was  free  to  quit  the 
vessel  in  tho  canoe  in  which  he  himself  was 
about  to  take  his  departure  for  the  shore, 
in  search  of  her  whom  his  sister  had  pledg- 
ed herself,  at  all  hazards,  to  save. 

Tho  address  of  the  officer,  touching  and 
impressive  as  language  ever  is  that  comes 
from  tho  heart,  was  not  altogether  without 
effect  on  tho  Indian.  Several  times  he  in- 
terrupted him  with  a  short,  quick,  approv- 
ing "  L'gh!"  and  when  he  at  length  receiv- 
ed tho  assurance  that  ho  was  no  longer  a 
prisoner,  ho  raised  his  eyes  rapidly,  al- 
though without  moving  his  head,  to  the 
countonauco  of  his  deliverer.  Already 
■wera  his  lips  opening  to  speak  for  the  first 
time,  when  tho  attention  of  the  group 
around  him  was  arrested  by  his  giving  a 
sudden  start  of  surprise.  At  tho  same 
moment  he  raised  his  head,  stretched  bis 
neck,  thi'ow  forward  his  right  ear,  and  ut- 
tering a  loud  and  emphatic  "Waugh!" 
pointed  with  his  finger  over  the  bows  of 
tho  vessel. 

All  listened  for  upwards  of  a  minute  in 
mute  Rii*pon'-e ;  and  then  a  fain'u  and 
scarcely  distinguishable  somid  was  heard 
in  tlipi  fliroction  in  wliich  ho  'pointed. 
Scarcely  had  it  floated  on  tho  air,  when  a 
shrill,  loud,  and  prolonged  cry,  of  peculiar 
tendency,  burst  hurriedly  and  eagerly  from 
tha  lips  of  the  captive ;  and,  spreading 
over  the  broad  expanse  of  water,  seemed 
to  be  re-eclioed  back  from  every  point  of 
the  surrounding  shore. 

Great  was  tho  confusion  that  followed 
this  etartlmg  yell  on  tho  decks  of  the 
schooner.  ''Cut  tho  hell-fiend  down!"' — 
"Chuck  him  overboard  1" — "We  are  be- 
trayed 1" — Every  man  to  his  gun  !" — "  Put 
the  craft  about  1"  were  among  the  numer- 
ous e::clamation3  that  now  rose  simulta- 
neously from  at  least  twenty  lips,  and 
almost  drowned  tho  loud  shriek  that 
burst  again  from  the  wretched  Clara  de 
Haldimar. 

"Stop,  MulUns  1 — Stop,  men!"  shouted 
Captain  do  Haldimar,  firmly,  as  the  excit- 
ed boatswain,  with  two  or  thi'ee  of  his  com- 
panions, now  advanced  with  the  intention 
of  laying  violent  hands  on  the  Indian.  "  I 
w31  answer  for  lus  fidelity  with  my  life.  If 
ho  bo  false,  it  will  bo  time  enough  to  pun- 
ish him  afterwards  j  but  let  us  calmly  await 
the  issue  like  men.  Hear  me,"  he  pro- 
ceeded, as  he  iemarked  their  incredulous, 
uncertain,  and  still  tb-oatcriiiig  air ;  "  this 
Indian  saved  mo  from  the  tomahawks  of 
his  tribe  not  a  week  ago  :  and,  even  now, 
he  has  become  our  captive  in  the  act  of 
taking  a  note  from  mo  to  the  garrison  to 
warn  them  of  their  danger.  But  for  that 
slumbering  fool,"  ho  added  bitterly,  point- 


"  who  slept  when  he  should 
yon  fort  would  not  have 


ing  to  Fuller, 

have  watched, 

been  what  it  is, — amass  of  smoking  niins 

He  has  an  ocean  of  blood  upon  hia  soul, 

that  all  the  waters  of  the  Huron  can  never 

wash  out!" 

Struck  by  the  vehement  manner  of  the 
officer^  and  the  disclosure  he  had  just  made, 
the  sailors  sunk  once  more  into  .naction 
and  silence.     The  boatswain  alone  spoke. 

"I  thought,  your  honor,  as  how  Jack 
Fuller,  who  sartainly  is  a  better  hand  at  a 
snooze  than  a  watch,  had  got  in  a  bit  of  a 
moss ;  but,  shiver  my  topsails,  if  I  think  its 
quite  fau'  to  blame  him,  neither,  for  clap- 
ing  a  stopper  on  tho  Ingian's  cable,  seeing 
as  how  ho  was  expecting  a  shot  between 
wind  and  water.  Still,  as  tho  chap  turns 
out  to  bo  an  honest  chap,  and  has  saved 
3-our  honor's  life  above  all,  I  don't  much 
care  if  I  give  him  a  grip.  Here,  old  fel- 
low, tip  us  your  fist  1" 

Without  seeming  to  understand  that  his 
cry  had  been  productive  of  general  and  in- 
tense alarm  throughout  the  vessel,  the  In- 
dian had  viewed  the  sudden  rushing  of  the 
crow  towards  him  as  an  act  of  gratuitous 
hostility;  and,  without  shrinking  from  the 
attack,  Lad  onco  inoro  assumed  his  origi- 
nal air  of  dogged  suUenness.  It  was  evi- 
dent to  liitn;  from  tho  discussion  going  on 
that  some  violence,  about  to  bo  offered  to  his 
person,  hud  only  been  prevented  by  the  in- 
terference of  tho  officer.  With  tho  natural 
haughtiness  of  liis  savage  nature,  ho  thore- 
foro  icjected  the  overtures  of  tho  sailor, 
whoso  hand  ho  had  observed  among  the 
first  that  were  raised  against  him. 

Wliilo  tho  angry  boatswain  was  yet  roll- 
ing his  quid  within  liis  cajjacious  jaws,  rack- 
ing his  brain  for  the  strongest  language 
wherein  to  give  vent  to  his  indignation,  his 
ears  were  suddenly  saluted  by  a  low  but 
clear  "Hilloa!"  from  the  bows  of  the 
schooner. 

"  Ay,  ay !"  was  the  brief  response. 

"There's  something  approachmg  us 
ahead,  on  the  weather  fore  quarter,"  con- 
tinued tho  same  voice,  which  was  that  of 
tho  man  on  tho  look-out. 

Tho  most  profound  silence  now  perva- 
ded the  deck.  Every  individual,  includ- 
ing Captain  de  Haldimar  and  the  boat- 
swain, had  flown  to  the  gangway  of  the 
quarter  indicated,  which  was  on  the  side 
occupied  by  tho  couch  of  the  unfortunate 
Clara.  Presently  a  noise  like  that  produc- 
ed by  a  single  paddlo  rapidly  dividing  tho 
w'lter,  '.vaa  heard  by  every  anxious  ear. 
Night  had  long  since  thrown  her  mantle 
over  tho  surrounding  waste ;  and  all  that 
was  to  be  seen  reflected  from  the  bosom  of 
the  gradually  darkening  river,  scarcely 
ruffled  by  the  yet  incipient  breeze,  were  a 
few  straggling  stars,  that  here  and  there 
appeared  in  the  overcast  heavens.  Hitherto 
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no  object  could  be  discovered  by  those 
•who  strained  their  eyes  eagerly  and  pain- 
fully thi-ough  the  gloom,  although  the 
sounds  became  at  each  moment  more  dis- 
tinct. It  was  evident  the  party,  guided  by 
the  noise  of  the  rippling  waves  that  fell 
from  the  bows  of  tho  schooner,  was  enabled 
to  follow  up  a  course,  the  direct  clue  to 
which  had  been  indicated  by  tho  cry  of  tho 
captive.  Every  man  stood  near  his  gun  on 
the  starboard  battery  and  tho  burning 
matches  lianging  over  their  respective  buck- 
ets ready  to  be  seized  at  a  moment's  no- 
tice. Still,  but  littlo  room  for  apprehension 
existed  ;  for  the  practiced  ear  of  tho  mari- 
ners could  easily  toll  that  a  solitary  bark 
alone  approached ;  and  of  one,  or  even  ten, 
they  entertained  no  fear.  Suddenly,  as  the 
course  of  the  vessel  was  now  changed  a 
point  to  windward, — ^a  movement  that 
biought  her  bows  more  olf  tho  adjacent 
shore, — the  sound,  in  which  all  were  more 
or  less  interested,  was  heard  not  more  than 
twenty  yards  off,  and  in  a  lino  with  the 
gangway  at  wl  '  'i  the  principal  of  tho 
crew  were  assembled.  In  the  next  minute 
tho  low  hull  of  a  canoo  came  in  s  ght,  and 
then  a  tall  and  solitnry  liumau  figure  was 
seen  in  tho  stern,  bending  alternatelj'  to 
tho  right  and  to  tho  left,   as  the  paddle 
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side  to  side. 

Another  deep  and  exulting  "  ugh  !''  was 
now  heaved  from  the  chest  of  the  Indian, 
who  stood  calmly  on  the  spot  on  which  he 
had  at  first  rested,  while  Fuller  prepared  a 
coil  of  rope  to  throw  to  the  active  steers- 
man. 

"Avast  there.  Jack!''  growled  tho  boat- 
swain, addressing  tho  sailor ;  "  how  can  the 
sti|anger  keep  the  bow  of  his  craft  on,  and 
grapple  at  tho  same  time  ?  Just  pass  one 
end  of  tho  coil  round  your  waist,  and 
swing  yourself  gently  into  her." 

The  head  of  tho  canoo  was  now  near 
enough  for  the  purpose.  The  sailor  did  as 
he  was  desired,  having  previously  divested 
himself  of  his  shoes,  and  leaping  forward, 
alighted  on  what  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
bundle  of  blankets  stowed  away  in  her 
bows.  No  sooner,  however,  had  he  secured 
his  footing,  when  with  another  desperate 
leap,  and  greatly  to  tho  astonishment  of 
all  around,  he  bounded  once  more  to  the 
deck  of  tho  schooner,  his  countenance  ex- 
hibiting every  mark  of  suspicious  alarm. 
In  tho  act  of  quitting  tho  canoo  he  had 
spurned  her  several  feet  from  the  vessel, 
which  the  silent  steersman  was  again 
making  every  effort  to  reach. 

"Why,  what  the  devil's  the  matter  with 
you  now?"  exclaimed  the  rough  boatswain, 
who  as  well  as  Captain  de  Ilaldimar  and  the 
rest  of  the  crew,  had  quitted  the  gangway 
to  learn  the  cause  of  this  extraordinary  con- 
duct.    "  Damn  my  eyes,  if  you  aren'  t  worse 


scared  than  when  tho  Ingian  stood  over  you 
in  the  jolly  boat." 

"Scared,  ay,  to  be  sure  I  am:  and  so 
would  you  be  scared  too,  if  you'd  a  see'd 
what  I  did.  May  I  never  touch  the  point 
at  Portsmouth,  if  I  a'nt  seen  her  ghost." 

"Where? — whoso  ghost  "i'— what  ghost  ? — 
\^niatdo  you  mean  Jack?"  exclaimed  seve- 
ral men  m  the  same  breath,  while  the  super- 
stitious dread  so  common  to  mariners  drew 
thorn  still  closer  in  the  group  that  encircled 
their  companion. 

"Well,  then,  as  I  am  a  miserable  sin- 
ner," returned  the  man,  impressively,  and 
in  a  low  tone,  "  I  see'd  in  the  bows  of  the 
canoe, — and  tho  hand  that  steered  was  not 
made  of  flesh  and  blood  liko  ours, — what 
do  you  think?— tho  ghost  of " 

Captain  do  IIi.ildimn,r  heard  no  more. 
At  a  single  bound  he  had  gained  the  ship's 
•ide.  lie  strained  his  eyes  anxiously  over 
the  gangway  in  search  of  tho  canoo  but  it 
was  gone.  A  death-like  silence  throughout 
the  deck  followed  the  communication,  of 
tho  sailor,  and  in  that  pause  tho  sound  of 
the  receding  boat  could  be  heard,  not  urg- 
ed, as  it  had  approached  by  one  paddle, 
but  by  two.  The Luart  of  the  oificer  throbbed 
almost  to  suffocation;  and  liis  firmness, 
liithorto  supported  by  the  manly  energies 
of  niiturc,  nov»"  faileu  hiiu  quite.  Heedless 
of  appearances,  regardless  of  being  over- 
looked, ho  tottered  liko  a  drunken  man 
for  support  against  the  mainmast.  For  a 
moment  or  two  he  leant  his  head  upon  his 
hand,  with  tho  air  of  ono  immersed  in  the 
most  proi'ound  abstraction ;  while  tho  crew 
at  once  alarmed  and  touched  by  tho  deep 
distress  into  which  tliis  mysterious  circum- 
stance had  plunged  him,  stood  silently  and 
respectfully  watching  his  emotion.  Sud- 
denly he  started  from  his  attitude  of  pam- 
ful  repose,  like  one  awakening  from  a 
dream,  and  demanded  what  had  become  of 
the  Indian. 

Every  one  looked  around,  but  the  cap- 
tive was  no  where  to  bo  seen.  Search  was 
made  below,  both  in  the  cabin  and  in  the 
fore  decks,  and  men  were  sent  up  aloft  to 
see  if  he  had  secreted  himself  in  the  rigg- 
ing ;  but  all  returned,  stating  he  was  no- 
where to  bo  found.  lie  had  disappeared 
from  the  vessel  altogether,  yet  no  one  knew 
how  ;  for  he  had  not  been  observed  to  stir 
from  the  spot  on  which  he  had  first  planted 
liimself.  It  was  plain  however,  he  had  join- 
ed tho  mysterious  party  in  the  canoe,  from 
tho  fact  of  the  second  paddio  having  been 
detected ;  and  all  attempt  at  pursuit, 
without  endangering  the  vessel  on  the 
shallows,  whither  the  course  of  tho  fugit- 
ives was  now  directed,  was  declared  by  the 
boatswain  utterly  impracticable.  • 

The  announcement  of  the  Indian's  dis- 
appearance seemed  to  put  the  climax  to 
the  despair   of   the  unfortunate    officer. 
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"  Then  is  our  every  hope  lost  I"  he  groaned 
aloud,  as,  quitting  the  centre  of  the  vessel 
lie  slowly  traversed  the  deck,  and  once  more 
stood  at  the  side  of  his  no  less  unhappy 
and  excited  sister.  For  a  moment  or  two 
he  remained  with  his  arms  folded  across  his 
chest,  gazing  on  the  dark  outline  of  her 
form  J  and  then,  in  a  wild  paroxysm  of 
silent,  tearless  grief,  tlu'ew  himself  sudden- 
ly on  the  edge  of  tho  couch,  and  clasping 
her  in  a  long  close  embrace  to  liis  audibly 
beating  heart,  lay  like  one  bereft  of  all 
sense  and  consciousness  of  surrounding  ob- 
jects. 


CEAPTER  XXII. 

Tho  night  passed  away  without  further 
event  on  board  the  schooner,  yet  in  all  tho 
anxiety  that  might  be  eupjjosed  incident  to 
men  so  perilously  situated.  Habits  of  long 
since  acquired  superstition,  too  powerful  to 
be  oosily  shaken  off,  moreover,  contributed 
to  the  dejection  of  the  mariners,  among 
whom  there  were  not  wanting  those  who 
believed  the  silent  steersman  was  in  reality 
what  their  comrade  had  represented. — an 
immaterial  being,  sent  from  the  world  of 
spirits  to  warn  them  of  some  impending 
I'vil.  'Wliat  principally  gave  weight  to 
this  impression  were  the  rejijeated  assever- 
ations of  Fuller,  during  the  sleepless 
night  passed  by  all  on  deck,  that  what  he 
had  seen  was  no  other,  could  be  no  other, 
than  a  ghost!  exhibiting  in  its  hueless, 
fleshless  cheeks,  the  well  known  lineaments 
of  one  who  was  supposed  to  bo  no  more ; 
and,  if  the  story  of  their  comrade  had 
needed  confirmation  among  men  in  whom 
faith  in,  *.  •^lier  than  love  for,  the  marvelous 
was  a  constitutional  ingredient,  the  terrible 
effect  that  seemed  to  have  been  produced 
on  Captain  de  Ilaldimar  by  the  same  mys- 
terious visitation  would  have  been  more 
than  conclusive.  The  very  appearance  of  the 
nighttoo,  favored  thedelusion.  The  heavens, 
comparatively  clear  at  tho  moment  when 
the  canoe  approached  the  vessel,  became 
suddenly  enveloped,  in  the  deepest  gloom 
at  its  departure,  as  if  to  enshroud  the 
course  of  those  who,  having  so  mysterious- 
ly approached,  had  also  so  unaccountably 
disappeared.  Nor  had  this  threatening  state 
of  the  atmosphere  the  counterbalancing 
advantage  of  storm  and  tempest  to  drive 
them  onward  tlu-ough  tho  narrow  waters  of 
tho  Sinclair,  and  enable  them,  by  anticipat- 
ing the  pursuit  of  their  enemies,  to  shun 
the  Scylla  and  Charbydis  that  awaited  their 
more  leisure  advance.  The  wind  increased 
not;  and  the  disappointed  seamen  remark- 
ed, with  dismay,  that  their  craft  scarcely 
made  more  progress  than  at  that  moment 
when  she  first  quitted  her  anchorage. 

It  was  now  near  the  first  hours  of  day; 


and  although,  perhaps,  none  slept,  there 
were  few  who  were  not  apparently  at  rest, 
and  plunged  in  the  most  painful  reflections. 
Still  occupying  her  humble  couch,  and 
shielded  from  tho  night  air  merely  by  the 
cloak  that  covered  her  own  blood-stained 
garments,  lay  the  unhappy  Clara,  her  deep 
groans  and  stifled  sobs  bursting  occasional- 
ly from  her  pent-up  heai-t,  and  falling  on 
the  ears  of^  the  mariners  like  Bounds  of 
fearful  import,  produced  by  the  mysterious 
agency  thlit  already  held  such  imdivided 
power  over  their  thoughts.  On  the  bare 
deck,  at  her  side,  lay  her  brother,  his  face 
turn  i  upon  tho  planks,  as  if  to  phut  out  all 
objects  from  eyes  ho  had  not  the  power  to 
close  ;  and,  one  arm  supporting  his  heavy 
brow,  while  the  other,  cast  around  the 
restless  form  of  his  beloved  sister,  seemed 
to  offer  protection  and  to  impart  confidence 
even  while  his  lips  denied  the  accents  of 
consolation.  Seated  on  an  empty  hen 
coop  at  their  head,  was  Sir  Everard  Valletort, 
his  back  reposing  against  the  bulwarks  of 
the  vessel,  his  arms  folded  across  liischest, 
and  his  «yes  bent  mechanically  on  tho  man 
at  tho  helm,  who  stood  within  a  few  spacca 
of  him. — an  attitude  of  absorption,  which 
he,  ever  and  anon,  changed  to  one  of  anx- 
ious and  inquu'ing  interest,  whenever  the 
agitation  of  Clara  was  jnanifested  in  tho 
manner  already  shown. 

Tho  main  deck  and  the  forecastle  of  the 
vessel  presented  a  similar  picture  of  min- 
gled unquietness  and  repose.  Many  of 
tho  seamen  might  bo  seen  seated  on  the 
gmi-carriages,  with  their  cheeks  pressing 
tho  rude  metal  that  served  them  for  a  pil- 
low. Others  lay  along  the  decks,  with 
their  heads  resting  on  the  elevated  hatch- 
es; wiiile  not  a  few,  squatted  on  their 
haunches  with  their  knees  doubled  up  to 
their  very  cliins,  supported  in  that  position 
the  aching  head  that  rested  between  their 
rough  and  horny  palms.  A  first  glance 
might  have  induced  the  belief  that  all 
were  buried  in  tho  most  profound  slumber  j 
but  the  quick  jerking  of  a  limb, — the  fitful, 
sudden  shifting  of  a  position, — tho  utter 
absence  of  that  deep  breathing  which  in- 
dicates the  unconsciousness  of  repose,  only 
required  to  be  noticed,  to  prove  the  living 
silence  that  reigned  throughout  was  not 
born  either  of  apathy  or  sleep. 

At  tho  gangway  at  which  the  canoe  had 
approached  now  stood  the  individual  al- 
ready introduced  to  our  readers  as  Jack 
Fuller.  Tho  same  superstitious  terror  that 
caused  his  flight  had  once  more  attracted 
him  to  the  spot  where  the  subject  of  his 
alarm  first  appeared  to  him  ;  and  without 
seeming  to  reflect  that  the  vessel,  in  her 
slow  but  certain  progress,  had  left  all  ve.«t- 
igo  of  the  mysterious  visitor  behind,  he 
continued  gazing  over  the  bulwarks  on  ti!'> 
dark  waters,  as  if  he  expected  at  eacli  iii>- 
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mont  to  find  his  sight  stricken  by  the  same 
appalling  vision.  It  was  at  the  moment 
when  ho  had  worked  up  his  naturally  dull 
imagination  to  its  highest  perception  of  the 
supernatural,  that  ho  was  joined  by  the 
rugged  boatswain,  who  had  passecl  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  in  pacing  up  and 
down  the  decks,  watching  the  aspect  of 
the  heavens,  and  occasionally  tauting  a 
rope  or  squaring  a  light  yard,  unassisted, 
as  the  fluttering  of  the  canvass  in  the  wind 
rendered  the  alteration  necessary. 

"Well,  Jackl"  bluntly  observed  the 
latter  in  a  gruff  whisper  that  resembled  the 
suppressed  growling  of  a  mastifl',  "  what 
are  ye  thinking  of  now? — Not  got  over 
your  flumbustitication  yet,  that  yo  stand 
here,  looking  as  sanctified  as  an  old  parson !' 

'■rU  tell  yo  what  it  is,  Mr.  Mullins,"  re- 
turned tho  sailor  in  the  same  key  -,  "  you 
may  make  as  much  game  on  mo  as  you 
like  ;  but  these  hero  strange  sort  of  doings 
are  somehow  quizzical ;  and,  though  I  fears 
nothing  in  the  shape  of  flesh  and  blood, 
still,  when  it  comes  to  liaving  to  do  with 
those  as  is  gone  to  Davy  Jones'  locker 
like,  it  gives  a  fellow  an  all-overishness  as 
isn'  t quite  the  thing.    You  understand  me  ?" 

"Hang  me  if  I  dol"  was  thebrief  rejoin- 
der. 

"Well,  then,"  continued  Fuller,  "  if  I 
must  out  with  it,  I  must.  I  think  that  'ere 
Ingian  must  have  been  the  devil,  or  how 
could  he  come  so  sudden  and  unbeknownst 
upon  me,  with  the  head  of  a  'possum;  and 
then  agin,  how  could  he  get  away  from  the 
craft  without  our  seeing  him?  and  how 
came  the  ghost  on  board  of  the  canoe  ?" 

"  Avast  there,  old  follow;  you  means  not 
tho  head  of  a  'possum,  but  a  beaver;  but 
that  'ere's  all  nat'ral  enough,  and  easily 
counted  for ;  but  you  havn't  told  us  whose 
ghost  it  was,  after  all." 

"  No ;  tho  "aptain  made  such  a  spring  to 
tho  gunwale,  as  frightened  it  all  out  of  my 
head ;  but  como  closer,  Mr.  Mullins,  and 
J'U  wliisper  it  in  your  car.  Ilarkl  what 
W!V8  that?" 

"I  hears  nothing,"  said  the  boatswain, 
after  a  pause.  • 

"It's  very  odd,"  continued  Fuller ;  "but 
I  thought  as  how  I  heard  it  several  times 
aforo  you  came.' ' 

"  There's  something  wrong,  I  take  it,  in 
your  upper  story  Jack  Fuller."  coolly  ob- 
served his  companion ;  "  that  'ore  ghost  has 
quite  capsized  you." 

"Hark,  again!"  repeated  tho  sailor. 
"Didn't  you  hear  it  then?  A  sort  of  a 
groan,  like." 

"  Where,  in  what  part  ?' '  calmly  demand- 
ed the  boatswain,  though  in  the  same  sup- 
pressed tone  in  which  the  dialogue  had  been 
carried  on. 

"  Why,  from  the  canoe  that  lies  alongside 
there.     I  heard  it  several  times  afore.' 


"  Well,  if  you  arn't  turned  a  real  coward 
at  last,"  politely  remarked  Mr.  Mullins. 
"Can't  tho  poor  fat  devil  of  a  Canadian 
snooze  a  bit  in  his  hammock,  without  put- 
ting you  so  completely  out  of  vour  reckon- 
ing?" 

"The  Canadian — the  Canadian  I''  hur- 
riedly returned  Fuller  :  "why,  don't  you 
see  him  there,  leaning  with  his  back  to  the 
mainmast,  and  as  fast  asleep  as  if  the  devil 
himself  couldn't  wake  him?'' 

"Then  it  was  the  devil  you  heard,  if  you 
like,"  quaintly  retorted  Mullins  "but  bear 
a  hand  and  tell  us  all  about  this  here  ghost.'" 

"llark,  again!  what  was  that?"  once 
more  enquired  the  excited  sailor. 

"  Only  a  gust  of  wind  passing  through 
the  dried  boughs  of  the  canoe,"  said  the 
boatswain ;  "  but  since  we  can  get  nothing 
owt  of  that  crazed  noddle  of  yours,  see  if  you 
san'tdo  something  with  your  hands.  That 
'  oro  canoe  running  alongside,  takes  half  a 
knot  oft"  the  ship's  way.  Bear  a  hand  then, 
and  cast  off  tho  painter,  and  let  her  drop 
astarn,  that  she  may  follow  in  our  wake. 
Ililloa!  what's  the  matter  with  the  man 
now?" 

And  well  might  he  ask.  With  liis  eye- 
balls staring,  his  teeth  chattering,  liis  body 
half  bent,  and  his  arms  tlirown  forward  yet 
pendent  as  if  suddenly  arrested  in  that 
position  while  in  tho  act  of  reaching  the 
rope,  the  terrified  sailor  stood  gazing  on 
the  stern  of  the  canoe,  in  which,  by  the 
faint  light  of  the  dawning  day,  was  to  be 
seen  an  object  well  calculated  to  fill  the 
least  superstitious  heart  with  horror  and 
dismay.  Through  an  oi^ening  in  the  foli- 
aga  peered  the  pale  and  sj^ectral  face  of  a 
human  being,  with  its  dull  eyes  bent  fixed- 
ly ard  mechanically  upon  the  vessel.  In 
the  centre  of  the  wan  forehead  was  a  dark 
incrustation  as  of  blood,  covering  the  super- 
ficies of  a  newly  closed  wound.  Tho  pallid 
mouth  was  partially  unclosed,  so  as  to  dis- 
play a  row  of  wliito  and  apparently  lipless 
teeih;  and  the  features  were  otherwise  set 
and  drawn,  as  those  of  one  who  is  no 
longer  of  earth.  Around  the  head  was 
bound  a  covering  so  close,  as  to  concenl 
every  part  save  the  face ;  and  once  or  twice 
a  hand  was  slowly  raised,  and  pressed  upon 
the  blood  spot  that  dimned  the  passing 
fairness  of  the  brow.  Every  other  portion 
of  the  form  was  invisible. 

"  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us !"  exclaimed 
the  boatswain,  in  a  voice  that,  now  elevat- 
ed to  more  than  its  natural  tone,  sounded 
startlingly  on  the  stillness  of  the  scene  ; 
"  sure  enough  it  is,  indeed  a  ghost !" 

"  Ila  I  do  you  believe  mo  now?"  returned 
Fuller,  gaining  confidence  from  the  admis- 
sion of  his  companion,  and  in  the  same 
elevated  key.  "It  is,  as  I  hope  to  be  saved, 
the  ghost  I  see'd  afore." 

The  commotion  on  deck  was  now  every- 
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where  universal.  The  sailors  started  to 
their  feet,  and  with  horror  and  alarm  visibly 
imprinted  on  their  countenance;),  rushed 
tumultuously  towards  the  dreaded  gang- 
way. 

"Make  way — room,  fellows  1"  exclaimed 
a  hunied  voice;  and  presently  Captain  do 
Ilaldimar,  who  had  bounded  like  lightning 
fiom  the  deck,  appeared  with  eager  eye 
and  excited  cheek  among  them.  To  leap 
into  the  boat  and  disappear  under  the  foli- 
age, waa  the  work  of  a  single  instant.  All 
listened  breathlessly  for  the  slightest  sound 
and  then  every  heart  throbbed  with  the  most 
undeilnablo  emotions,  as  his  lips  were  heard 
giving  utterance  to  the  deep  emotion  of 
his  own  spirit, — 

"  Jladoline,  oh,  my  own  lost  Madeline  I" 
ho  exclaimed  with  almost  frantic  energy  of 
passion:  "  do  I  then  press  you  once  more  to 
my  doating  heart  ?  Speak,  speak,  to  me — 
for  God's  sake  speak,  or  I  shall  go  mad ! 
Air,  air, — she  wants  air  only — she  cannot 
be  dcaJ." 

These  last  words  were  succeeded  by  the 
furious  rending  asunder  of  the  fastenings 
that  secured  the  boughs,  and  presently  the 
whole  went  overboard,  leaving  revealed 
the  tall  and  picturesque  figure  of  the  offi- 
cer, whose  left  arm  encircled  while  it  sup- 
ported the  reclining  and  powerless  form  of 
one  who  well  resembled,  indeed,  the  spectre 
for  which  she  had  been  mistaken,  while 
liis  right  hand  was  busied  in  detaching  the 
string  that  secured  i  jsortion  of  the  cover- 
ing round  her  throat.  At  length  it  fell 
from  her  shoulders ;  and  the  well  known 
form  of  Madeline  de  Haldimar,  clad  even 
in  the  vestments  in  wlaich  they  had  been 
wont  to  see  her,  met  the  astonished  gaze 
of  the  excited  seamen.  Still  there  was 
some  who  doubted  it  was  the  corporeal 
woman  whom  they  beheld ;  and  several  of 
the  crew  who  were  Catholics  made  the  sign 
of  the  cross  as  the  supposed  spirit  was  now 
borne  up  the  gangvvay  in  the  arms  of  the 
pained  yet  gratified  De  Ilaldimar ;  nor  was 
it  until  her  feet  were  seen  finally  resting 
on  the  deck,  that  Jack  Fuller  could  per- 
suade himself  it  was  indeed  Miss  de  Haldi- 
mar, and  not  her  ghost,  that  lay  clasped  to 
the  heart  of  the  officer. 

With  the  keen  rush  of  the  morning  air 
upon  her  brow  returned  the  suspended 
consciousness  of  the  bewildered  Madeline. 
The  blood  came  slowly  and  imperceptibly 
to  her  cheek  :  and  her  eyes,  hitherto  glaz- 
ed, fixed,  and  inexpressive,  looked  enquir- 
ingly, yet  with  stupid  wonderment,  around. 
She  started  from  the  embrace  of  her  lover, 
gazed  alternately  at  his  disguise,  at  himself, 
and  at  Clara ;  and  then  passing  her  hand 
several  times  rapidly  across  her  brow,  ut- 
tered an  hysteric  scream,  and  threw  her- 
self impetuously  forward  on  the  bosom  of 
the  sobbhig  girl ;  who,  with  extended  arms, 


!)arted  lips,  and  heaving  bosom,  sat  breath 
ossly  awaiting  the  first  dawn  of  the  return 
ing  reason  of  her  more  than  sister. 

Wo  should  vainly  atempt  to  paint  all  the 
heart-rending  misery  of  the  scene  exliibit  ed 
in  the  gradual  restoration  of  Miss  de  Ilaldi- 
mar to  her  senses.     From  a  state  of  torpor, 
produced  by  the  freezing  of  every  faculty 
into  almost  idiotcy,  she  was  suddenly  awak- 
ened to  all  the  terrors  of  tlie  past;  and 
the  deep  intonations  of  her  rich  voice  we  o 
heard  only  in  expressions  of  agony,  tiiat 
entered  into  the  most  iron-hearted  of  llio 
assembled  seamen;  while  they  drew  from 
the  bosom  of  her  gentle  and  sympathising 
cousin  fresh  bursts  of  desolating  grief.     Im- 
agination itself  would  find  difficulty  in  sup- 
plying the  harrowing  efliect  upon  all,  when, 
with  upraised  hands,  and  on  her  bended 
knees,  her  large  eyes  turned  wildly  up  to 
heaven,  she  invoked  in  deep  ai.d  startling 
accents,  the  terrible  retribution  of  a  ju.-fc 
God  on  the  inhuman   mm-dcrers    of  liei- 
father  with  whose  life-blood  her  garments 
were  profusely  saturated;  and  then,  with 
hysteric  laughter,  demanded  why  she  alone 
had  been  singled  out  to  survive  the  bloody 
tragedy.     Love  and  afiection,  hitherto  the 
first  principles  of  her  existence,  then  found 
no   entrance  into  her    mind.      Stricken, 
broken-hearted,  stultified  to  all  feeling  save 
that  of  her  immediate  wretchedness,  she 
thought  only  of  the  horrible  scenes  through 
which  she  had  passed  ;  and  even  he,  whom 
at  another  moment  she  could  have  clasped 
in  an  agony  offend  tenderness  to  her  beat- 
ing bosom, — he  to  whom  she  had  pledged 
her  virgin  faith,  and  was  bound  by  the  dear- 
est of  human  ties, — he  whom  she  had  so 
often  longed  to  behold  once  more,  and  had 
thought  of,  the  preceding  day,  with  all  the 
tenderness  of  her  impassioned  and  devoted 
soul, — even  ho  did  not,  in  the  first  hours 
of  her  terrible  consciousness,  so  much  as 
command  a  single  passing  regai'd.     All  the 
affijctions  were  for  a  moment  blighted  in 
her  bosom.     She  seemed  as  one  devoted, 
without  the    power   of  resistance,    to    a 
grief  which  calcined  and  preyed  upon  all 
other  feelings  of  the  mind.    One  stimning 
and    annihilating    reflection    seemied    to 
engross  every  principle  of  her  being;  nor. 
was  it  for  hours  after  she  had  been  restored 
to  life  and  recollection   that  a  deluge  of 
burning  tears,  giving  relief  to  her   heart 
and  a  new  direction  to  her  feelings,  enabled 
her  at  length  to  separate  the  past  from, 
and  in  some  degree  devote  herself  to,  the 
present.     Then,   indeed,  for  the  first  time 
did  she  perceive  and  take  pleasure  in   the 
presence  ol'  her  lover  ;    and  clasping  her 
beloved  and  weei:)ing  Claia  to  her  heart, 
thank  her  God,  in  all  the  fervour  of  true 
piety,  that  she  at  least  had  been  spared  to 
shed  a  ray  of  comfort  on  her  distracted 
spirit.    But  we  will  not  pain  the  reader  by 
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dwelling  on  a  scene  that  drew  tears  even 
from  the  rugged  and  flinthearted  boatswain 
himself ;  for,  although  wo  should  linger  on 
it  with  minute  anatomical  detail,  no  powers 
of  language  we  possess  could  convoy  the 
transcript  as  it  should  be.  Pass  we  on, 
therefore,  to  the  more  immediate  incidents 
of  our  narrative. 

The  day  now  rapidly  developing,  full 
opportunity  was  afforded  the  mariners  to 
survey  the  strict  nature  of  their  position. 
To  all  appearance  they  were  yet  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  lake  ;  for  around  them  lay  tlie 
belting  sweep  of  forest  that  bounded  the 
perspective  of  the  equidistant  circle,  of 
which  their  bark  was  the  focus  or  imme- 
diate centre.  The  wind  was  dying  gradu- 
ally away,  and  when  at  length  the  sun  rose 
in  all  its  splendor,  there  was  scarce  air 
enough  in  the  heavens  to  keep  the  sails 
from  flapping  against  the  masts,  or  to 
enable  the  vessel  to  obey  her  helm.  In 
vain  was  the  low  and  peculiar  whistle  of 
the  seamen  heard,  ever  and  anon,  in  invo- 
cation of  the  departing  breeze.  Another 
day,  calm  and  breathless  as  the  preceding 
had  been  chartered  from  the  world  of  light 
and  their  hearts  failed  them  as  they  fore- 
saw the  diflSculty  of  their  position,  and  the 
almost  certainty  of  their  retreat  being  cut 
off.  It  wa&  while  laboring  under  the  dis- 
heartening consciousness  of  danger,  pecu- 
liar to  all,  that  the  anxious  boatswain  sum- 
moned Captain  de  Ilaldimar  and  Sir  Eve- 
rard  Valletort,  by  a  significant  beck  of  the 
finger,  to  the  side  of  the  deck  opposite  to 
that  on  which  still  lay  the  suffering  and 
nearly  broken-hearted  girls. 

Well,  Mullins,  what  now?"  enquired  the 
former,  as  he  narrowly  scanned  the  ex- 
pression of  the  old  man's  features:  «  that 
clouded  brow  of  yom-s,  I  fear  me,  bodes 
no  agreeable  information." 

"Why,  your  honor,  I  scarcely  knows 
what  to  say  about  it;  but  seeing  as  I'm  the 
only  officer  in  the  ship,  now  our  poor  cap- 
tain is  killed,  God  bless  him  I  I  thought  I 
might  take  the  Kberty  to  consult  with  your 
honors  as  to  the  best  way  of  getting  out  of 
the  jaws  of  them  sharks  of  Ingians :  and 
two  heads,  as  the  saying  is,  is  always  better 
than  one." 

"And  now  you  have  the  advantage  of 
three,"  observed  the  officer,  with  a  sickly 
smile ;  "  but  I  fear,  Mullins,  tliat  if  your 
own  be  not  sufficiert  for  the  purpose,  ours 
will  be  of  little  service.  You  must  take 
counsel  from  your  own  experience  and  know- 
ledge of  nautical  matters."  ' 

"  Why,  to  be  sure,  your  honor,"  and  the 
sailor  rolled  his  quid  from  one  cheek  to  ihe 
other,  "  I  think  I  may  say  as  how  I'll  ven- 
ture to  steer  the  craft  Avith  any  man  on  the 
Canada  lakes,  and  bring  her  safe  into  port, 
too ;  but  seeing  as  how  I'm  only  a  petty 
oflBcer,   and  not  yet  recommended  by  liis 


worship  the  governor  for  the  full  command, 
I  thought  it  but  right  to  consult,  with  my 
superiors,  not  as  to  the  management  of 
the  craft,  but  the  best  as  is  to  bo  done. 
What  does  your  honor  think  of  making  for 
the  highland  over  the  larboard  bow  yonder 
and  waiting  for  the  chance  of  the  night 
breeze  to  take  us  through  the  Sinclair?"' 

"Do  whatever  you  think  best,"  returned 
the  officer.  "For  my  part,  1  scarcely  can 
give  an  opinion.  Yet  how  are  we  to  get 
there?  Thoro  does  not  appear  to  bo  a 
'oreathof  wind." 

"Oh,  that's  easily  managed  wehavecuiy 
to  brail  and  furl  up  a  little,  to  hide  our  cloth 
from  the  Ingians,  and  then  send  the  boats 
ahead  to  tow  the  craft,  while  some  of  iid 
lend  a  hand  at  her  own  sweeps.  Wo  shall 
got  close  under  the  lee  of  the  land  afore 
night,  and  then  we  must  pull  up  agin  along 
shore,  imtil  wo  get  within  a  mile  or  so  of 
the  head  of  the  river." 

"  But  shall  we  not  be  seen  by  our  ene- 
mies ?"  asked  Sir  Everard ;  "and  will  they 
not  boon  the  watch  for  our  movements,  and 
intercept  our  retreat?" 

"Now  that's  just  the  thing,  your  honor, 
as  they're  not  likely  to  do,  if  so  be  as  we 
bears  away  from  yon  headlands.  I  know 
every  nook  and  sounding  round  the  lake ; 
and  odd  «.nough  if  I  did'nt,  seeing  as  how 
the  craft  circumnavigated  it  at  least  a  dozen 
times  since  we  have  been  cooped  up  here. 
Poor  Captain  Danvers  I  (may  the  devil  take 
his  murderers,  I  say,  though  it  does  make 
a  commander  of  me  for  once ;)  he  used 
always  to  make  for  that  'ere  point,  when- 
ever he  wished  to  lie  quiet ;  for  never  once 
did  we  see  so  much  as  a  single  Ingian  on 
the  headland.  No,  your  honor,  they  keeps 
all  at  t'other  side  of  the  lake,  seeing  as  how 
that  is  the  main  road  from  Mackina  to  De- 
troit," 

"'Then,  by  all  means,  do  so,"  eagerly 
returned  Captain  de  Ilaldimar.  "Oh, 
Mullins !  take  us  but  safely  through,  and  if 
the  interest  of  my  father  can  procure  a 
king's  commission,  you  shall  not  want  it, 
believe  me." 

"And  if  half  my  fortune  can  give  addi- 
tional stimulus  to  exertion,  it  shall  be  shar- 
ed, with  pleasure,  between  yoxirself  and 
crew."  observed  Sir  Everard. 

"Thank  your  honors, — thank  your 
honors,"  said  the  boatswaui,  somewhat 
electrified  by  these  brilliant  offers.  "The 
lads  may  take  the  money,  if  they  like ;  all 
I  cares  about  is  the  king's  commission. 
Give  me  but  a  swab  on  my  shoulder,  and 
the  money  will  come  fast  enough  of  itself. 
But  still,  shiver  my  topsails,  if  I  wants  any 
bribery  to  make  me  do  my  duty ;  besides, 
if  'twas  only  for  them  poor  gu'ls  alone,  I 
would  go  through  fire  and  WT,ter  to  sarve 
them.  I'm  not  very  chicken  uearted  in  ray 
old  age,  your  honors,  but  I  don't  recollect 
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the  timo  when  I  blubbered  so  much  as  I 
<lid  when  Miss  Madeline  come  aboard.  But 
I  can't  bear  to  think  of  it ;  and  now  lot  ua 
eeo  ami  got  all  ready  for  towing." 

Everything  now  J)ecume  bustle  and  acti- 
vity on  board  the  schooner.  The  matches 
no  longer  required  for  the  moment,  were 
extinguished,  and  the  heavy  cutlasses  and 
jjintola  unbuckled  from  the  loins  of  the 
nion,  and  deposited  near  tlieir  respective 
guns.  Light  forms  flew  aloft^  and  standing 
out  upon  the  yards,  loosely  lurled  the  sails 
that  had  j)rcviously  been  hauled  and  clew- 
ed up ;  but  as  this  was  an  operation  requir- 
ing little  time  in  so  small  a  vessel,  those 
who  wore  engaged  in  it  speedily  glided  to 
the  deck  again,  ready  for  a  more  arduous 
service.  The  boats  had,  meanwhile,  been 
got  forwra-d,  and  into  these  the  sailors 
sprang  with  an  alacrity  that  could  scarcely 
have  been  expected  from  men  ivho  had 
passed  not  only  the  preceding  night,  but 
many  before  it,  in  utter  sleeplessness  and 
despair.  But  the  imminence  of  the  danger, 
and  the  evident  necessity  existing  for  exer- 
tion, aroused  them  to  new  energy;  and 
the  hitherto  motionless  vessel  was  now 
made  to  obey  the  impulse  given  by  the  tow 
ropes  of  the  boats,  in  a  manner  that  prov- 
ed their  crews  to  have  entered  on  their  toil 
wit]  the  determination  of  men  resolved  to 
devote  themselves  in  earnest  to  their  tasks. 
Nor  was  the  spirit  of  action  confined  to 
these.  The  long  sweeps  of  the  schooner 
had  been  shipped  and  such  of  the  crew  as 
remauaed  on  boai-d  labored  effectually  at 
them, — a  service  in  which  they  were  essen- 
tially aidedj  not  only  by  mine  host  of  the 
Fleur  do  Lis,  but  by  the  young  officers 
themselves. 

At  mid-day  the  headlands  were  seen 
looming  largely  in  the  distance,  while  the 
immediate  shores  of  the  ill-fated  fortress 
were  momentarily,  and  in  the  same  pro- 
portion, disappearing  under  the  dim  lin* 
of  horizon  in  the  rear.  More  than  lia'.f 
theh-  course,  from  the  spot  whence  thoy 
commenced  towing,  had  been  completed, 
when  the  harassed  men  were  made  to 
quit  their  oars,  in  order  to  partake  of  the 
scanty  fare  of  the  vessel,  consisting  chiefly 
of  dried  bear's  meat  and  venison,  f  pirit 
of  any  descrijition  they  liad  none :  but, 
unlike   their   brethren  of    the    A'Jintic, 


,  they 
thf;  nutri- 


when  driven  to  extremities  in  food 
knew  not  what  it  was  to  poison 
tious  properties  of  the  latter  by  sipping 
the  putrid  dregs  of  the  water- ;ask,  in 
quantities  scarce  sufficient  to  qu  mch  the 
lli'o  of  their  parched  palates.  Unslaked 
thirst  was  a  misery  imkno\vn  to  the  mari- 
ners of  these  lakes :  it  was  but  to  cast 
their  buckets  deep  into  the  element,  and 
water,  pure,  sweet  and  grateful  as  any 
that  ever  bubbled  from  the mo:is-clad foun- 
tain of  sylvan  deity,  came  cool  and  re- 


freshing to  their  lips,  neutralising,  in  a 
measure,  the  crudities  of  the  coarsest 
food.  It  was  to  this  inestimable  advantagt^ 
the  crew  of  the  schooner  had  been  pruici- 
pally  indebted  for  their  health,  during  the 
long  series  of  privation,  as  far  as  related 
to  flesh  provisions  and  rest ;  to  wliich  thoy 
had  been  subjected.  All  appeared  as  vigo- 
rous in  f'timo,  and  robust  in  health,  as  nt 
the  moment  when  they  liad  last  quittetl. 
the  waters  of  the  Detroit;  and  but  for 
the  inward  sinking  of  the  spirit  reflectetl 
in  many  .1  bronzed  and  furrowed  brow, 
there  was  little  to  show  they  had  been  ex- 
posed to  any  very  extraordinary  trials. 

Their  meal  liavingbeen  hastily  despatch- 
ed, and  sweetened  by  a  draught  from  the 
depths  of  the  Huron,  the  searnen  once 
more  sprang  into  their  boats,  ancT  devoted 
themselves,  heart  and  soul,  to  the  comple- 
tion of  their  task,  pulling  with  a  vigor 
that  operated  on  each  and  all  with  a  ten- 
dency to  encouragement  and  hope.  At 
length  the  vessel,  still  impelled  by  her  own 
sweeps,  gradually  Approached  the  land; 
and  at  rather  more  tVan  an  hour  before 
sunset  was  so  near  tl.'t  the  moment  was 
deemed  arrived  wlic  .,  without  danger  of 
being  perceived,  she  might  bo  run  up 
along  the  shore  to  the  point  alluded  to  by 
the  boatswain.  Little  mor'^  than  another 
hour  was  occupied  in  bringing  her  to  lier 
station ;  and  the  red  tints  of  departing 
day  w  re  visible  in  the  direction  of  the  ill- 
fated  fortress  of  Michilimackinac,  when 
the  f  ullen  rumbling  of  the  cable,  following 
the  lieavy  splash  of  the  anchor,  announced 
thii  place  of  momentary  concealment  had 
been  gauied. 

The  anchorage  lay  between  two  project- 
ing headlands  ;  to  the  outermost  extremi- 
ties of  which  were  to  be  seen,  overhanging 
the  lake,  the  stately  birch  and  pine,  con- 
nected at  their  base  by  impenetrable 
brushwoodj  extending  to  the  very  shore, 
and  affording  the  amplest  concealment, 
except  from  the  lake  side  and  the  banks 
under  which  the  schooner  was  moored. 
From  the  first  quarter,  however,  little  dan- 
ger was  mcurred,  as  any  canoes  the  savages 
might  send  in  discovery  of  their  course, 
must  unavoidably  be  seen  the  moment 
thoy  appeared  over  the  line  of  the  horizon ; 
while,  on  the  contrary,  theii-  own  vessel, 
although  much  larger,  resting  on  and  iden- 
tified with  the  land,  must  be  invisible,  ex- 
cept on  a  very  near  approach.  In  the  oppo- 
site direction  they  were  equally  safe ;  for,  as 
Mullins  had  truly  remarked,  none,  save  a 
few  wandering  hunters,  whom  chance  occa- 
sionally led  to  the  spot,  were  to  be  met 
with  in  a  part  of  the  country  that  lay  so 
completely  out  of  the  track  of  communi- 
cation between  the  fortress.  It  was,  how- 
ever, but  to  double  the  second  headland  in 
their  front  and  they  came  within  view  of 
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Ihe  Sinclair,  the  head  of  wliich  was  situated 
little  more  than  a  league  beyond  tlio  spot 
where  they  now  lay.  Thus  secure  for  the 
l)resent,  and  waiting  only  for  the  rising  of 
the  breeze,  of  which  the  setting  sun  had 
given  promise,  the  sailors  onco  more  snatch- 
ed their  hasty  refroahmciit.  wliilo  two  of 
their  number  were  sent  aloft  to  keep  n  vig- 
ilant look-out  along  tlio  circuit  embraced 
by  the  enshrouded  headlands. 

During  the  whole  of  the  d.ay  the  cousins 
had  continued  on  deck  clasped  in  each 
other's  arms,  and  shedding  tears  of  bitter- 
ness, and  heaving  the  moat  heart-rending 
j^obs  at  intervals,  yet  but  rarely  conversing. 
The  feelings  of  both  were  too  much  oppress- 
ed to  admit  of  the  utterance  of  their  grief. 
Often  had  Sir  Evcrard  and  Do  Iltildimar 
jjuused  momentarily  from  the  labor  of 
their  oars,  to  cast  an  eye  of  anxious  solici- 
tude on  the  scarcely  conscious  girls,  wishing 
rather  than  expecting,  to  find  tlio  violence 
of  their  desolation  abated,  and  that,  in  the 
full  expansion  of  unreserved  communica- 
tion, they  were  relieving  their  sick  hearts 
from  the  terrible  weight  of  woo  that  bore 
them  down.  Captain  do  Ilaldimar  had 
even  onco  or  twice  essayed  to  introduce  the 
.subject  himself,  in  the  hope  that  some 
fresh  taroxysm,  following  their  disclosures, 
woulcl  remove  the  horrible  stupefaction  of 
their  senses ;  but  the  wild  look  and  excited 
manner  of  Madeline,  whenever  ho  touched 
on  the  chord  of  her  affliction,  had  as  often 
caused  liim  to  desist. 

Towards  the  evening,  however,  her  natu- 
ral strength  of  character  camo  in  aid  of  his 
quiescent  efforts  to  soothe  her ;  and  she 
appeared  not  only  more  composed,  but 
more  sensible  of  the  impression  produced 
by  surrounding  objects.  As  the  last  rays 
of  the  sun  were  tinging  the  horizon,  she 
drew  up  her  form  in  a  sitting  iiosition 
against  the  bulwarks,  and,  raising  her  clasp- 
ed hands  to  heaven,  while  her  eyes  were 
bent  long  and  fixedly  on  the  distant  west, 
appeai-ed  some  minutes  wholly  lost  in  that 
attitude  of  absorption.  Then  sho  closed 
her  eyes;  and  through  the  swollen  lids 
came  coursing,  one  by  one,  over  her  qui- 
vering cheek,  largo  tears,  that  seemed  to 
scald  a  furrow  whero  they  passed.  After 
this  she  became  more  calm — her  respiration 
more  free ;  and  she  even  consented  to  taste 
the  humble  meal  which  the  young  man 
now  offered  for  the  third  time.  Neither 
Clara  nor  herself  had  eaten  food  sinco  the 
preceding  morning ;  and  the  weakness  of 
their  frames  contributed  not  a  littlo  to  the 
increasing  despondency  of  their  spirits ;  but 
notwithstandmg  several  attempts  previ- 
ously made,  they  had  rejected  what  was 
offered  them,  with  insurmountable  loath- 
ing. When  they  had  now  swallowed  a  few 
morsels  of  the  sliced  venison  ham,  prepar- 
ed with  all  the  delicacy  the  nearly  exhaust- 
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ed  resources  of  the  vessel  could  supply,  ac- 
companied l)y  a  small  jKirtion  of  the  corn- 
breail  of  the  Canadian,  Captain  do  Ilaldi- 
mar prevailed  on  them  to  swallow  a  few 
drops  of  the  spirit  that  still  remained  in 
the  canteen  given  them  by  Er.-khio  on 
their  departure  from  Detroit.  Th(t  genial 
li(|uid  sent  a  kindling  glow  to  their  eliillod 
hearts,  and  for  a  moment  deadened  the 
pungency  of  tlieir  anguish;  and  then  it 
was  that  Miss  do  Ilaldimar  entered  briefly 
on  the  horrors  slio  had  witnessetl,  while 
Clam,  with  her  arm  encircling  her  waist, 
fixed  her  dim  and  swollen  eyes,  from  which 
a  tear  ever  and  imon  rolled  heavily  to  her 
laj),  on  those  of  her  beloved  cousm. 


CUAITER  XXIII. 

Without  borrowing  the  affecting  lan- 
guage ol'  the  tuihappy  girl — a  languago 
rendered  even  more  touching  by  the  pecu- 
liar pathos  of  her  tones,  and  the  searching 
agony  of  si)irit  tiiat  burst  at  intervals 
througli  her  narrative — we  will  merely  pre- 
sent our  readers  with  a  brief  summary  of 
what  was  gleaned  from  her  melancholy  dis- 
closure. Un  bearing  her  cousin  to  tho  bed- 
room, after  tho  terrifying  yell  first  heard 
from  without  tho  fort,  sho  had  flown  down 
tho  front  stairs  of  the  block-house,  in  the 
hopo  of  reaching  tho  guard-room  in  time  to 
aajuaint  Captain  Baynton  with  what  sho 
and  Clara  had  witnessed  from  tho  window. 
Scarcely,  however,  had  she  gained  tho  ex- 
terior of  tho  building,  when  sho  saw  that 
officer  descending  from  a  point  of  tho  ram- 
part immediately  on  her  left,  and  almost  in 
a  lino  with  the  block-house.  lie  was  run- 
ning to  overtake  and  return  tho  ball  of  tho 
Indian  players,  which  had,  at  tliat  moment, 
fallen  into  the  centre  of  tho  fort,  and  was 
now  rolling  rapidly  away  from  tho  spot  on 
which  Miss  do  Ilaldimar  stood.  The  course 
of  the  ball  led  tho  pursuing  officer  out  of 
tho  reach  of  her  voice ;  and  it  was  not  until 
ho  had  overtaken  and  thrown  it  again  over 
tho  rampart,  she  could  succeed  in  claiming 
his  attention.  No  sooner,  however,  had  he 
heard  her  hurried  statement,  than,  without 
waiting  to  take  the  orders  of  liis  command- 
ing officer,  he  prepared  to  join  his  guard, 
and  gavo  directions  for  the  immediate  clos- 
ing of  tho  gates.  But  the  opportunity  was 
now  lost.  The  delay  occasioned  by  tho 
chase  and  recovery  of  the  ball  had  given 
tho  Indians  time  to  approach  tho  gates  in 
a  body,  while  the  unsuspicious  soldiery 
looked  on  without  so  much  as  dreaming  to 
prevent  them ;  and  Cai)tain  Baynton  had 
scarcely  moved  forward  in  execution  of  hSs 
purpose,  when  the  yeUing  fiends  were  seen 
ah'eady  possessing  themselves  of  the  draw- 
bridge, and  exhibiting  every  appearance  of 
fierce  hostility.    Wild,  maddened  at  tha 
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Bight,  the  almoHt  frantic  Madeline,  alivo 
only  to  her  father's  ilanger,  ruHheil  huck 
towanlH  the  council  room,  whence  the  Btart- 
ling  yell  from  without  Wl  already  been 
echotnl,  and  where  the  tramp  ol'  feet  and 
the  clashing  of  weapons  were  distinguish- 
able. 

Cut  off  from  his  guard,  by  the  rapid  in- 
imtlation  of  warriors.  Captain  Jiaynton  ha^l 
at  onco  seen  the  futility  of  all  attempts  to 
join  the  men,  and  his  first  impression  evi- 
dently had  been  to  devoto  himself  to  tho 
preservation  of  the  cousins.  With  this  view 
ho  turned  hastily  to  Jlissdollaldimar,  and 
hurriedly  naming  tho  back  staircase  of  tho 
block-house,  urged  her  to  direct  her  Higlit 
to  that  quarter.  But  tho  excitetl  girl  ha-' 
neither  consideration  nor  fear  lor  herself; 
sho  thought  only  of  her  father  ,■  and,  oven 
while  tho  ticrcenoss  of  contest  was  at  its 
height  within,  sho  suddenly  burst  into  tho 
council  room.  Tho  confusion  and  iiorror 
of  tho  scene  that  mot  her  eyes  no  language 
can  render:  blood  was  flowing  in  every  di- 
rection, and  dying  and  dead  officers,  already 
stripped  of  their  scalps,  were  lying  strew- 
ed around  tho  room.  Still  tho  survivors 
fought  witli  all  the  obstinacy  of  despair, 
and  many  of  tho  Indians  had  shared  tho 
tho  fate  of  tlieir  victims.  Miss  do  Ilaldi- 
mar  attempted  to  reach  her  father,  then 
vigorously  combating  with  one  of  tho  most 
desperate  of  tho  chiefs ;  but,  before  sho 
could  dart  through  tho  intervening  crowd, 
a  savago  seized  her  by  tho  hair,  and  brand- 
ished a  tomahawk  rapidly  over  her  neck. 
At  this  moment  Captiiin  Baj-nton  sent  his 
glittering  blade  deep  into  tho  heart  of  tho 
Indian,  who,  relinquishing  his  grasp,  fell 
dead  at  tho  feet  of  his  intended  victim. 
The  devoted  officer  then  threw  his  left  arm 
round  her  waist,  and  parrying  with  his 
sword-arm  tho  blows  of  thoso  who  sought 
to  intercept  his  flight,  dragged  his  reluctant 
burden  tow.ards  tho  door.  Hotly  pressed 
by  tho  remaining  officers,  nearly  equal  in 
number,  the  Indians  were  now  compelled 
to  turn  and  defend  themselves  in  front, 
when  Captain  Bajmton  took  that  opportu- 
nity of  getting  onco  more  into  the  corridor, 
not,  however,  without  having  received  a 
severe  wound  immetliately  behind  tho  right 
eai',  and  leaving  a  skirt  and  lappel  of  his 
uniform  in  tho  hands  of  two  savages  who 
had  successively  essayed  to  detain  him.  At 
that  moment  tho  band  without  had  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  open  the  door  of  tho 
guard  room  ;  and  the  officer  saw  at  a  glance 
there  was  little  time  left  for  decision.  In 
hurried  and  implormg  accents  lie  besought 
Miss  do  Ilaldimar  to  forget  every  thing  but 
ner  own  danger,  and  to  summon  resolution 
to  tear  herself  from  the  scene  ;  but  prayer 
and  entreaty,  and  even  force,  were  alike 
employed  in  vain.  Clinging  firmly  to  the 
rude  balustrades,  she  refused  to  be  led  up 


tho  Htuircase,  and  wildly  resisting  all  his 
etforts  to  detach  her  hands,  declared  sho 
would  again  return  to  tho  BCcno  of  death, 
in  which  her  beloved  parent  was  so  con- 
spicuous an  actor.  >VTiilo  ho  was  yet  engag- 
e<l  in  this  fruitless  attempt  to  forco  her 
from  tho  spot,  tho  door  of  tho  council-room 
was  suddenly  biirst  open,  and  a  group  of 
bleeding  officers,  among  whom  was  Major 
do  Ilaldunar,  followed  by  their  yelling  eiir- 
n)ie8,  rushed  wildly  into  tho  passage,  and, 
at  the  very  foot  of  tho  stairs  where  they 
yet  stood,  tho  combat  was  renewed.  From 
that  moment  Miss  do  Ilaldimar  lost  sight 
of  her  generous  protector.  Meanwhile  tln^ 
tumult  of  execrations,  and  groans,  and 
yells,  was  at  it  height ;  and  one  by  ono  sho 
saw  tho  unhappy  officers  sink  beneath  wea- 
pons yet  reeking  with  tho  blood  of  their 
comrades,  until  not  moro  than  three  or 
four,  including  her  father  and  tho  com- 
mander of  tho  schooner,  wero  left.  At 
length  Major  do  Ilaldimar,  overcome  by 
exertion  and  faint  from  wounds,  while  his 
wild  eye  darted  despairingly  on  his  daugh- 
ter, had  his  sword-arm  ilesporately  wound- 
ed, when  tho  blade  dropped  to  tho  earth, 
anil  ft  dozen  weapons  glittered  above  his 
head.  Tho  wild  shriek  that  had  startleil 
Clara  then  burst  from  tho  agonised  heart 
of  her  maddened  cousin,  and  sho  darted 
forward  to  cover  her  father's  head  witli  her 
arms.  But  her  senses  failed  her  in  tho  at- 
tempt; and  tho  last  thing  sho  recollected 
was  falling  over  the  weltering  formof  Mid- 
dleton,  who  pressed  her,  as  sho  lay  there, 
in  tho  convulsive  energy  of  death,  to  hisi 
almost  pulseless  heart. 

A  vaguo  consciousness  of  being  rs'sed 
from  tho  earth,  bomo  rapidly  through  t)iO 
air,  came  over  her  even  in  her  insensibility, 
but  without  any  deiinito  perception  of  tho 
present,  or  recollection  of  tho  past,  until 
sho  suddenly,  when  about  midway  between 
tho  fort  and  tho  Point  of  wood  that  led  to 
Chabouiga,  opened  her  eyes,  and  found 
herself  in  tho  firm  grasp  of  an  Indian, 
whoso  features,  even  in  tho  hasty  and  fear- 
ful glanco  sho  cast  at  tho  countenance,  sho 
fancied  wero  not  unfamiliar  to  her.  Not 
another  human  being  was  to  bo  seen  in  tho 
clearing  at  that  moment;  for  all  tho  sava- 
ges, including  even  tho  women  assembled 
outside,  were  within  thofortassistingintho 
complex  horrors  of  murder,  fire,  and  spoli- 
ation. In  the  wild  energy  of  returning 
reason  and  despair,  tho  wretched  girl 
struggled  violently  to  free  herself;  and  so 
far  with  success,  that  tho  Indian,  whoso 
strength  was  evidently  fast  failing  him,  was 
compelled  to  quit  his  hold  and  suffer  her  to 
walk.  No  sooner  did  Miss  do  Haldimar  feel 
her  feet  touching  tho  ground,  when  sho 
again  renewed  her  exertions  to  free  herself, 
and  return  to  the  fort ;  but  the  Indian 
held  her  firmly  secured  by  a  leathern  thong 
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ho  now  attached  to  her  waist,  and  every  at- 
tempt pi ovod  abortive.  He  was  evidently 
much  di.sconcerted  at  her  rcsitttancu  :  und 
more  than  onco  she  expected,  and  ulmoHt 
ho])od,  the  tomahawk  at  his  side  would  Ijo 
made  to  revenge  him  for  the  test  to  which 
his  patience  was  subjected ;  but  Miss  do 
Ilaluimai-  looked  in  vain  for  the  expression 
of  ferocity  and  impatience*  that  might  have 
been  expected  from  him  at  sucha  moment. 
There  was  an  air  of  mournfulnuss,  luul 
even  kindness,  mingled  with  severity,  on 
his  smooth  brow  tliat  harmonised  ill  witii 
tho  horriblo  atrocities  in  which  lie  liad,  to 
all  appearance,  covered  as  he  was  with 
blood,  been  so  recent  and  prominent  an 
actor.  The  Indian  remarked  her  surprise ; 
and  then  looking  hurriedly,  but  keenly, 
around,  and  llnding  no  living  being  near 
thorn,  suddenly  tore  the  shirt  from  his  chest, 
and  emphatically  pronouncing  tho  names 
"Oucanasta,"  "Do  Ilaldimar,"  disclosed 
to  tho  still  struggling  captivo  the  bosom 
of  a  woman.  After  whicli,  pointing  in  tho 
direction  of  the  wood,  and  finally  towards 
Detroit,  sho  gavo  Miss  uo  Ilaldimar  to  un- 
derstand that  was  tho  course  intended  to 
bo  pursued. 

In  ft  moment  tho  resistance  of  tho  latter 
ceased.  Sho  at  onco  recognised  tho  young 
Indian  woman  whom  hercousin  had  rescued 
from  death;  and  aware,  as  she  was,  of  tho 
strong  attachment  that  had  Bubsequeutly 
bound  lier  to  her  preserver,  she  was  at  no 
loss  to  understand  how  she  might  have  been 
led  to  dovoto  herself  to  tho  rescue  of  one 
whom,  it  was  probable,  sho  knew  to  be 
liis  aflianced  wife.  Once,  indeed,  a  suspicion 
of  a  different  nature  crossed  her  mind ;  for 
tho  thought  occurred  to  her  sho  Irnd  only 
been  saved  from  tho  general  doom  to  bo 
made  tho  victim  of  private  revenge — that 
it  was  only  to  glut  the  jealous  vengeance  of 
tho  woman  at  a  more  deliberate  hour,  she 
hiul  been  made  a  temporary  captive.  Tho 
apprehension,  however,  was  no  sooner 
formed  than  extinguished.  Bitterly,  deeply 
as  sho  had  reason  to  abhor  tho  treachery 
and  cunning  of  the  dark  race  to  which  her 
captor  belonged,  there  was  an  expression 
of  openness  and  sincerity,  and  even  implor- 
ingness,  in  the  countenance  of  Oucanasta, 
which,  added  to  her  former  knowledge  of 
tho  woman,  at  once  set  tliis  fear  at  rest, 
inducing  her  to  look  upon  her  rather  in 
tho  character  of  a  disinterested  saviovu", 
than  in  that  of  a  cruel  and  vindictive 
enemy,  goaded  on  to  tho  indulgence  of 
malignant  hate  by  a  spirit  of  rivalry  and 
revenge.  Besides,  even  were  her  crudest 
fears  to  be  realised,  what  could  await  her 
worse  than  tho  past?  If  sho  could  even 
succeed  in  getting  away,  it  would  only  bo  to 
return  upon  certain  death ;  and  death  only 
could  await  her,  however  refined  the  tor- 
tures accompanying  its  infliction,  in  ,  the 


event  of  her  (|uietly  following  and  yielding 
herself  up  to  the  guidamte  of  ono  who  ot- 
f.-reil  this  sliglit  consolation,  at  h'ast,  that 
HJie  wus  ono  of  hir  own  sex.  But  Miss  do 
Ilaldimar  wus  willing  to  attribute  moio 
generous  motives  to  th(>  Indian;  anil  for- 
tiiii'd  in  her  tirst  impn-ssion,  »bo  signitied 
by  signs,  that  seemed  to  be  porffctly  intel- 
ligible to  her  companion  slio  upprociatod 
her  friendly  intentions,  and  coniitled  wIkjUv 
hi  her. 

No  longer  checked  in  her  efforts,  Ouca- 
nasta now  i.'rected  her  course  towards  tho 
wood,  still  holding  tho  thong  that  remained 
attached  to  Miss  do  llaldimar's  waist,  pro- 
bably witiiaviowto  deceive  any  iiidivi- 
duals  from  the  villages  on  wliom  they  might 
cliunco  to  fall,  into  tiic  belief  that  the  Eng- 
lish girl  was  in  reality  her  prisoner.  No 
sooner,  however,  had  tiicy  entered  the 
depths  of  the  forest,  when,  instead  of  fol- 
lowing tho  path  tliat  led  to  Chabouiga, 
Oucanastii  took  a  direction  to  tho  left,  and 
then  moving  nearly  on  a  })arallel  line  with 
the  coui-so  of  tho  lake,  continued  her  flight 
as  rapidly  as  the  rude  nature  of  the  umler- 
wood,  and  theunpracticod  feet  of  her  com- 
panion, would  permit.  They  had  travelled 
m  this  manner  for  upwards  of  four  hours, 
without  meeting  a  breathing  thing,  or  even 
so  much  as  exchanging  a  sound  between 
themselves  when,  at  lengtii,  .the  Indian 
stopjied  at  the  edge  of  a  deep  cavern-liko 
excavation  in  the  eartli  produced  by  tho 
tearing  up,  by  tho  wild  tempest,  of  an  enor- 
mous pine.  Into  this  sho  descended,  and 
presently  ro-appeared  with  several  l>lanketa 
and  two  light  painted  paddles.  Then  un- 
loobing  tho  thong  from  the  waist  of  tho 
exhausted  girl,  sho  proceeded  to  disguise 
her  in  one  of  the  blankets  in  tho  manner 
ah'oady  shown,  securing  it  over  tlie  liead, 
throat,  and  shoulders  with  tho  badge  of" 
captivity,  now  no  longer  necessary  for  her 
l)urpose.  Sho  then  struck  oft"  at  right  an- 
gles from  the  course  they  had  previously 
pursued  ;  and  in  less  than  twenty  minutes 
both  stood  on  tho  lake  shore,  apparently 
at  a  great  distance  from  tho  point  whence 
they  had  originally  set  out.  Tho  Indian 
gazed  for  a  moment  anxiously  before  her ; 
and  then,  with  an  exclamation,  evidently 
meant  to  convey  a  sense  of  pleasure  and 
satisfaction,  pointed  forward  upon  the 
lake.  Miss  do  Haldimar  followed,  with 
eager  and  aching  eyes,  the  direction  of  her 
finger,  and  beheld  tho  well  known  schooner 
evidently  urging  her  flight  towards  the 
entrance  of  the  Sinclair.  Oh,  how  her 
sick  heart  seemed  ready  to  burst  at  that 
moment !  From  tho  vessel  she  turned  her 
eyes  away  upon  tho  distant  shore,  which  it 
was  fast  quitting,  and  beheld  a  column  ol 
mingled  flame  and  smoke  towering  far 
above  the  horizon,  and  attesting  the  uni- 
sVersal  wreck  of  wlmt  had  so  long  been  en- 
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dparwl  to  lior  ns  hor  homo.  And  nho  hwl 
witnc)<'4o<l  all  ilda,  nnd  yet  hod  Htn-ngth  to 
survive  it  t 

Tlio  roiirngo  of  tho  unhi»pi)y  girl  hml 
hitherto  l>i>on  Hustained  hy  no  ctlbrt  of  voli- 
tion of  hor  own.  From  tho  moment  wlien. 
discovering  a  friend  in  OuonniiKt^i,  she  liiwi 
yielded  herself  unre-xistingly  to  the  ^juidunc^- 
of  that  generous  ereature,  her  feehngH  hiu' 
been  eharaeterise<l  l>y  an  <jl>tu:'enesH  strong 
ly  in  contract  with  tiio  liigh  exeitemcn* 
thftt  had  di-stinguisiied  her  previouH  mar 
ner.  A  dreamy  recollection  of  Home  past 
horror,  it  is  true,  pursued  hor  during  her 
rapid  and  spooehles.s  flight;  but  any  analy- 
Hia  of  tho  cau-HCs  conducing  to  that  horror, 
hor  Huhjugated  faculties  wore  unable  to 
enter  upon.  Sho  had  followed  her  conduc- 
tor almost  without  consciousness,  and  with 
such  deep  absorption  of  Bpirit,  that  she 
neither  once  conjectured  whither  they  were 
going,  nor  wh;it  was  to  be  the  linal  issue  of 
tlieir  flight.  But  now,  when  sho  stood  on 
tho  lake  shore,  suddenly  awakened,  ns  if 
by  some  startling  spell,  to  every  harrowing 
rocolle(;tion,  ai"l  with  lier  attention  asaistetj 
by  objects  long  endeared,  and  rendered  fa- 
miliar to  her  gaze — when  sho  beheld  tho 
vessel  that  had  last  borno  her  across  tho 
still  bosom  of  tho  Huron,  fleeing  for  ever 
from  tho  fortress  whore  her  arrival  had 
been  so  Joyously  hailed — when  sho  saw  that 
fortr'ss  itself  presenting  the  hideous  spec- 
tacle of  a  blackened  mass  of  ruins  last  crum- 
bling into  nothingness,  a  faintness,  ns  of 
death,  came  over  her,  nnd  she  sank  without 
life  on  tho  beach.  Of  what  passed  after- 
wards, sho  had  no  recollection.  Sho  neither 
know  how  sho  had  got  into  the  canoe,  nor 
what  moans  tho  Indian  had  taken  to  sccuro 
her  approach  to  tho  schooner.  Sho  ha^lno 
consciousness  of  havhig  boon  removed  to  tho 
barque  of  the  Canadian,  nor  did  she  oven  re- 
member having  risen  and  gazed  through  tho 
foliage  on  tho  vessel  at  her  side ;  but  she  pro- 
simied  the  chill  air  of  tho  morning  having 
partially  restored  pulsation,  sho  had  moved 
instinctively  from  hor  recumbent  position  to 
tho  spot  in  which  hor  spectre-liko  counte- 
nance had  been  perceived  by  Fuller,  The 
fij'st  moment  of  her  rotuniing  reason  was 
that  when,  standing  on  tho  deck  of  tho 
schooner,  sho  found  herself  so  unexpected- 
ly clasped  to  the  heart  of  her  lover. 

Twilight  had  entirely  passed  away  when 
Miss  do  Ilaldimar  completed  her  sad  narra- 
tive ;  nnd  the  crew,  roused  to  exertion  by 
the  swelling  breeze,  were  once  more  engaged 
in  weighing  tho  anchor,  and  setting  nnd 
trimming  the  sails'  of  the  schooner,  which 
latter  soon  began  to  shoot  round  the  con- 
cealing headland  into  the  opening  of  the 
Sinclair.  A  death-like  silence  prevailed 
throughout  the  decks  of  tho  little  barquo, 
as  her  bows,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  basin 
that  formed  its  source,   gradually  emerg- 


ed into  tho  current  of  tluit  deep  but  nnr 
row  rivor  ;  ho  narrow,  indeed,  that  from  its 
centre  tho  least  active  of  thr^  mariner^ 
might  hnvo  leaped  without  difllculty  to 
either  shore.  '1  his  was  the  most  critical 
part  of  tho  dangorouH  navigation.  Witli 
n  wide  Heal)oard,  and  full  command  of  their 
helm,  tliey  had  nothing  to  fear;  but  so 
limited  was  the  passagiMif  this  rivor,  it  wui 
witii  difliculty  tlie  yards  and  masts  of  tln' 
schooner  could  bo  kejjt  disengaged  from 
the  ])rojeetiiig  boupii:<  of  tho  (lenso  forest 
that  lined  tlio  adjacent  shores  to  their  very 
junction  with  tho  water,  Tho  darkness  of 
she  night,  moreover,  while  it  promised  to 
shield  them  from  tho  observation  of  the 
savages,  contributed  greatly  to  perplex 
tlieir  movements;  for  sucli  was  tho  abruj)t 
ness  with  whi'^h  tho  river  wound  itself  round 
in  various  directions,  that  it  required  ft  man 
constantly  on  the  alert  at  tho  bows  to  an 
prise  tho  helmsman  of  tho  course  ho  should 
steer,  to  avi  id  collision  with  tho  shores, 
Canopies  of  weaving  branches  met  in  va- 
rious directions  far  above  their  hoods,  and 
through  these  the  schooner  glided  witii  ii 
silence  that  might  have  called  up  tho  idea 
of  n  Stygian  freight.  Meanwhile,  the  men 
stood  to  their  guns,  concealing  tho  matcii- 
es  in  their  war-buckets  as  before  ;  and 
while  they  strained  both  car  and  cyu 
through  the  surrounding  gloom  to  discover 
tho  slightest  evidenco  of  danger,  graspotl 
tho  handles  of  their  cutla.sses  with  a  hrm 
hand,  ready  to  unsheathe  them  at  the  first 
intimation  of  alarm. 

At  the  suggestion  of  tho  boatswain,  who 
hinted  at  the  necessity  of  having  cleared 
docks,  Captain  do  Ilaldimar  had  provailocl 
on  his  unfortunate  relatives  to  retire  to  tho 
small  cabin  arranged  for  tlieir  reception  ; 
and  here  they  were  attended  by  an  aged 
female,  who  had  long  followed  the  fortunes 
of  the  crow,  nnd  acted  in  tho  twofold  char- 
acter of  laimdressand  sempstress,  lie  him- 
self, with  Sir  Everard,  continued  on  deck 
watching  tho  progress  of  the  vessel  with  an 
anxiety  that  became  more  intense  at  each 
succeeding  hour.  Hitherto  their  course 
had  been  unimpeded,  save  by  tho  obstacles 
already  enumerated  ;  and  they  had  now,  at 
an  hour  before  dawn,  gained  a  point  that 
promised  a  speedy  termination  to  their 
danger  and  perplexities.  Before  them  lay 
a  roach  in  the  river,  enveloped  in  more 
than  ordinary  gloom,  produced  by  the  con- 
tinuous weaving  of  the  tops  of  the  over- 
hanging trees  ;  and  in  the  perspective,  a 
gleam  of  relieving  light,  denoting  the  near 
vicinity  of  the  lake  that  lay  nt  the  opposite 
extremity  of  tho  Sinclair,  whose  namo  it 
also  bore.  This  was  tho  narrowest  part  of 
the  river ;  and  so  approximate  were  its  shores 
that  the  vessel  in  ber  course  could  not  fail 
to  come  in  contact  both  with  the  obtrud- 
ing foliage ,  of  tho  forest  and  the  dense 
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bulrushnH  Bkirting  thoodgo  of  oither  bank. 

"If  we  get safo through  this  hfTi'phiei"," 
said  tho  boatHwain,  in  a  rou^sh  wiiinpcr  to 
iiiitan.Ki<)UHiu)<laltentiviHiuditi)rH,  *>  1  liiink 
an  how  I'll  venture  to  annwer  for  tho  craft. 
I  can  Hoo  daylight  dancing  upon  tho  luko 
already.  Ten  niinuteH  more  and  xhe  will 
ho  there."  Thon  turnitig  to  tho  num  at 
tho  hchn, — ''Kerp  ln'r  in  the  centre  of  tho 
t-trcam,  Jim.  iJon't  you  see  you're  hug- 
ging tho  weather  Bhoro  V" 

"  It  would  take  tho  devil  himself  to  tell 
which  is  tho  centre,"  growled  thowiiior,  in 
tho  mmo  suppressed  tone.  'One  might 
steer  with  one  s  eyes  shut  in  wuch  a  (jut-er 
place  as  tlii«,  imd  never  bo  no  worst  r  oil" 
than  with  them  open."  •'  Hteudy  lu-r  hi>lm 
steady,"  rejoined  MuUins,  "it's  as  dark  as 
jntch,  to  bo  sure,  but  the  passage  is  straight 
as  an  arrow,  and  with  a  steady  helm  you 
can't  miss  it.     Make  for  tho  light  ahead." 

"Abaft  there !"  hurriedly  and  loudly 
sli-'txl  tho  man  on  tho  look-out  at  tho 
bo  1,  '-tliero's  a  tree  lying  across  the  river 
and  wo'ro  just  upon  it." 

Whilo  ho  yet  spoke,  and  before  tho 
boatswain  could  givo  such  instructions  as 
tho  emergency  required,  tho  vessel  suddon- 
ly  Btruck  against  tho  obstacle  in  question  : 
but  tho  concussion  was  not  of  the  violent 
nature  that  might  have  been  anticipated. 
Tho  course  of  tho  schooner,  at  no  ono 
period  i)articularly  rapid,  had  been  consi- 
derably chocked  since  her  cntranco  into 
tho  gloomy  arch,  in  the  centre  of  wliieh  lier 
present  accident  had  occurred  )  so  tliat  it 
was  without  immediate  injury  to  her  liujl 
and  spars  she  had  been  thus  suddenly 
brought  to.  But  this  was  not  tho  most 
alarming  part  of  tho  affair.  Captain  de 
Ualdimar  andSirEverard  both, recollected, 
that  in  making  tho  same  passage,  not  forty- 
eight  hours  previously,  they  had  encounter- 
ed no  obstacle  of  tho  kind,  and  a  misgiving 
of  danger  roso  simultaneously  to  tho  hearts 
of  each.  It  was,  however,  a  thing  of  too 
common  occun-enco,  where  storm  and  tem- 
pest were  so  prevalent  and  partial,  to 
create  more  than  a  mere  teniporary  alarm ; 
for  it  was  quite  as  probable  tho  barrier  had 
been  interposed  by  somo  iitful  outburst  of 
nature,  as  that  it  arose  from  design  on  the 
part  of  their  enemies ;  and  when  tho  vessel 
had  continued  stationary  for  somo  minutes, 
without  the  prepared  and  expectant  crew 
discovering  tho  elightest  indication  of  at- 
tack, the  former  impression  was  preserved 
by  the  officers — at  least  avowedly  to  those 
around. 

"Bear  a  hand,  my  lads,  and  cut  away," 
at  length  ordered  tho  boatswain,  in  a  low 
but  clear  tone ;  "  half  a  dozen  at  each  end 
of  the  stick,  and  we  shall  soon  clear  a  pas- 
sage for  the  craft." 

A  dozen  sailors  grasped  their  axes,  and 
hastened  forward  to  execute  the  command. 


They  sprang  lightly  froni  tho  entangled 
bows  of  ilio  sihounor,  and  (livorging  in  <i|ual 
numbers  moved  to  t-iiher  o.\iremiiy  of  tho 
fallen  treo. 

"This  is  sailhig  througii  the  heart  of  tho 
American  forest  witli  a  vi^ngi-aneo,"  mut- 
tered Mullins  whose annnvan<M)  ut  iludr  ile- 
tfiition  was  strongly  manii'tslctl  as  iii-  paced 
up  and  down  tho  ilcck.  "."^iiivrr  my  top- 
sails, if  it  i.su't  bad  enough  to  tloar  tho 
Sinclair  at  any  time,  much  nioro  so  when 
on  >'s  running  for  one's  life,  and  not  a  whis- 

1)er's  length  from  one's  enemies.  l)o  j'ou 
tnow Captain,"  abruptlychecking  his  move- 
ment,  and  familiarly  placing  his  hand  on 
the  shuuldor  of  l)e  llaldimar,  "the  last 
tinio  W<(  sail(>d  through  thi4  very  reach  I 
couldn't  Indp  telUng  poor  Captain  Danvers, 
Uod  rest  his  soul,  what  a  nice  s|)ot  it  was 
for  an  Ingian  ambuscade,  if  they  had  only 
gumption  enough  to  think  of  it." 

"Hark!"  said  tho  ollioer,  whoso  heart, 
eye,  and  ear  were  pi/infully  on  the  ali<i't, 
"what  rustling  is  that  no  hear  overhead'/" 

"It's  Jack  Fuller  no  luubt,  your  honor; 
I  sent  him  up  !■  olear  away  the  branchesi 
from  the  main  topmast  ri^'ging."  TheiL 
raising  his  head,  and  elovathig  his  voice, 
"lliUoa!  aloft  there!'' 

The  only  answer  was  a  groan,  followed  l)y 
a  deeper  commotion  among  tho  rustling  foli- 
age. 

"  Why,  what  tho  devil's  the  matter  with 
you  now,  Jack'.'"'  jiursued  tho  boatswain, 
m  a  voice  of  angry  vehemence.  "Are  ye 
scared  at  another  ghost,  that  yo  keep  groan- 
ing there  after  that  fashion?" 

At  fhat  moment  a  iiesi  vy  dull  mass  was 
lieard  tumbling  tlu'ough  the  upper  rigging 
of  tho  schooner  towards  tho  deck,  and  j)re- 
sently  a  human  form  fell  at  the  very  feet 
of  tho  small  group,  compo-ed  of  tho  two 
officers  and  the  individual  who  had  last 
spoken. 

"A  light,  a  light!"  shouted  tho  boat- 
swain: "  tho  foolish  chap  has  lost  hia  hold 
through  fear,  and  ten  to  one  if  ho  hasn't 
cracked  his  skull-piece  for  his  pains.  Quick 
there  with  a  light,  and  let's  see  what  wo  can 
do  for  him." 

The  attention  of  all  had  been  arrested  by 
tho  sound  of  tho  falling  weight,  and  as  ono 
of  tli^  sailors  now  advanced,  bearing  a  dark 
lantern  fiom  below,  tho  whole  of  tho  crew, 
with  the  exception  of  those  employed  on  tho 
fallen  treo,  gathered  themselves  in  a  knot 
round  the  motionless  form  of  tho  prostr&te 
man.  But  no  sooner  had  their  eyes  encoun- 
tered tho  object  of  their  interest,  when 
each  individual  started  suddenly  and  invol- 
untarily back,  baring  his  cutlass,  and  draw- 
ing forth  his  pistol,  the  whole  presenting  n» 
group  of  coimtenancos  strongly  marked  by 
various  shades  of  consternation  and  alarm, 
even  wliile  their  attitudes  were  those  of 
men  prepared  for  somo  tierce  and  desperate 
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danger.  It  was  indeed  Fuller  whom  they 
beheld,  })ut  not  laboring,  as  the  boatswain 
had  imagined,  under  the  mere  influence  of 
supcrtitious  fear.  He  was  dead,  and  the 
blood  flowing  from  a  deep  wound,  inflicted 
by  a  sharp  instrument  in  Ms  chest,  and  the 
scalped  head,  too  plainly  told  the  manner 
of  his  death,  and  the  danger  that  awaited 
them  all. 

A  pause  ensued,  but  it  was  short.  Be- 
fore any  one  could  find  words  to  remark  on 
the  horrible  circumstances,  the  appalling 
war-cry  of  the  savages  burst  loudly  from 
every  quarter  upon  the  cars  of  the  devoted 
crew.  In  the  desi^eration  of  the  moment, 
several  of  the  men  clutched  their  cutlasses 
between  theu-  teeth,  and  seizing  the  con- 
cealed matches,  rushed  to  their  respective 
stations  at  the  guns.  It  was  in  vain  the 
boatswain  called  out  to  them,  in  a  voice  of 
stern  authority,  to  desist,  intimating  that 
tlieir  only  protection  lay  in  the  reservation 
of  the  fii'e  of  their  batteries.  Goaded  and 
excited,  beyond  the  power  of  resistance,  to 
tin  impulse  that  set  all  subordination  at  de- 
liance,  they  applied  the  matches,  and  almost 
at  the  same  instant  the  terrific  discharge  of 
both  broadsides  took  place,  rocking  the 
vessel  to  the  water's  edge,  and  reverberat- 
I'ing,  throughout  the  confined  space  in 
which  she  lay,  like  the  deadly  explosion  of 
some  deeply  excavated  inine. 

Scarcely  had  the  guns  been  fired,  when 
ths  seamen  became  sensible  of  their  impru- 
dence. The  echoes  were  yet  struggling  to 
force  a  passage  through  the  dense  forest, 
when  a  second  yell  of  the  Indians  announc- 
od  the  fiercest  joy  and  triumiih,  unmixed 
by  disaster,  at  the  result  j  and  then  the 
quick  leaping  of  many  forms  could  be  heard ; 
as  they  divided  the  chrashing  underwood, 
and  rushed  forward  to  close  with  their  prey. 
It  was  evident,  from  the  diflerence  of  sound, 
their  first  cry  had  been  i^ealod  forth  while 
lying  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  secure 
from  the  bullets,  whoso  harmless  discharge 
that  cry  was  intended  to  provoke  ;  for  now 
the  voices  seemed  to  riso  progressively  from 
the  earth,  until  they  reached  the  level  of 
each  individual  height,  and  were  already 
almost  hotly  breathing  in  the  ears  of  those 
they  were  destined  to  fill  with  illimitable 
dismay. 

"  Shiver  may  topsails,  but  this  comes  of 
disobeying  orders,"  roared  the  boatswain, 
in  a  voice  of  mingled  anger  and  vexation. 
"  The  Ingians  are  quite  as  cunning  as  our- 
selves, and  arn't  to  be  frighted  that  way. 
Quick,  every  cutlass  and  pistol  to  his  gang- 
way, and  let's  do  our  best.  Pass  the  word 
forward  for  the  axemen  to  return  to  their 
quarters." 

Recovered  from  their  first  paroxysm  of 
alarm,  the  men  at  length  became  sensible 
of  the  presence  of  a  directing  power,  which, 
iiumble  us    it  was,   their  long  habits   of 


discipline  had  taught  them  to  respect,  and, 
headed  on  the  one  side  by  Captain  de  Haldi- 
mar,  and  on  the  other  by  Sir  Everard 
Valletort,  neither  of  whom,  however,  enter- 
tained the  most  remote  chan  "^  of  success, 
flew,  as  commanded,  to  their  respective 
gangways.  The  yell  of  the  Indians  had 
ceased,  and  all  was  hushed  into  stillness ; 
but  as  the  anxious  and  quicksighted  officers 
gazed  over  tlie  bulwarlrs.  they  fancied  they 
could  i^crccive,  even  thiough  the  deep 
gloom  that  cveiy  were  prevailed,  the  forms 
of  men,  restmg  in  cautious  and  eager  atti- 
tudes, on  the  very  verge  of  the  banks,  and 
at  a  distance  of  little  moro  than  half  pistol 
shot.  Every  heart  beat  with  expectancy — 
every  eye  was  riveted  intently  in  front,  to 
watch  and  meet  the  first  movements-  of 
their  foes,  but  not  a  sound  of  approach  was 
audible  to  the  equally  attentive  ear.  In 
this  state  of  dchhig  suspense  they  miglit 
Iiave  continued  about  five  minutes,  when 
suddenly  their  hearts  were  made  to  quail 
by  a  third  cry,  that  came,  not  as  previously, 
from  the  banks  of  the  river,  but  from  the 
very  centre  of  their  own  decks,  and  from 
the  top  mast  and  rigging  of  the  schooner. 
So  sudden  and  unexpected  too  was  this 
fresh  danger,  that  before  the  two  parties 
had  time  to  tm-n,  and  assume  a  new  posture 
of  defence,  several  of  them  had  already 
fallen  under  the  butchering  blades  of  their 
enemies.  Then  commenced  a  desperate 
but  short  conflict,  mingled  with  yellings, 
that  again  were  answered  from  every  point: 
and  rapidly  glidingdownthei^endantropesj 
W£re  to  be  seen  the  active  and  dusky  forms 
of  men,  swelling  the  number  of  assailants, 
who  had  gained  the  deck  in  the  same 
noiseless  manner,  imtil  resistance  became 
almost  hopeless. 

"  Hal  I  liear  the  footsteps  of  our  lads  at 
last,"  exclaimed  MuUins  cxvdtingly  to  his 
comrades,  as  he  finished  despatching  a 
third  savage  with  his  sturdy  weapon. 
"Quick,  men,  quick,  up  with  hatchet  and 
cutlass  and  take  them  in  the  reai\  If  we  are 
to  die,  let's  die "  game,  he  would  per- 
haps have  added,  but  death  arrested  the 
word  on  liis  lips ;  and  his  corpse  rolled  along 
the  deck  until  its  further  progress  was 
stopped  by  the  stiffened  body  of  the  unhappy 
Fuller. 

Notwithstanding  the  fall  of  their  bravo 
leader,  and  the  whoopingsof  their  enemies, 
the  flagging  spirits  of  the  men  were  for  a 
moment  excited  by  the  announcement  of 
the  return  even  of  the  small  force  of  the 
axemen,  and  they  defended  themselves 
with  a  courage  and  determination  worthy 
of  a  better  result  |  but  when,  by  the  lurid 
light  of  the  torches,  now  lyin^  burning 
about  the  decks,  they  turned  and  beheld 
not  their  companions,  but  a  fresh  band  of 
Indians,  at  whoso  pouch  belts  dangled  the 
reeking  Scalps  of  their  murdered  frieads; 
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they  at  once  relinquished  the  combat  as 
hopeless,  and  gave  themselves  unresistingly 
to  be  bound  by  their  captors. 

Moanwlule,  the  cousins  experienced  a 
renewal  of  all  those  horrors  from  which  their 
distracted  minds  had  been  temiiorarily 
relieved ;  and,  petrified  with  alarm,  as  they 
lay  in  the  solitary  berth  that  contained 
them  both,  endured  sufferings  infinitely 
more  terril^e  than  death  itself.  The  early 
l)art  of  the  tumult  they  had  noticed  almost 
without  comprehending  its  cause,  and  but 
for  the  terrific  cry  of  the  Indians  that  had 
jireceded  them,  would  have  mistaken  the 
deafening  broadsides  for  the  blowing  up  of 
the  vessel,  so  tremendous  and  violent  had 
been  the  concussion.  Naj',  there  was  a 
moment  when  Miss  dc  Ilaldimar +'"' t  cvpang 
of  deep  disappointment  and  regret  at  the 
iiiisconeoption  ;  for,  with  tl^e  fearful  recol- 
lect icn  of  imst  events,  so  strongly  impressed 
on  her  bleeding  heart,  she  could  not  Ijut 
aclaiowledgc,  that  to  be  engulfed  hi  one 
general  and  disastrous  explosion,  was  mercy 
compared  with  the  alternative  of  falling 
into  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  her  loathing 
(spirit  had  been  too  fatally  taught  to  deny 
even  the  commonest  attributes  of  humanity. 
As  for  Clara,  she  had  not  the  power  to 
t  liiiik,  or  to  form  a  conjoct  ure  on  the  subject ; 
lIio  was  merely  sensible  of  a  repetition  of 
the  horrible  scenes  iVonn  which  bhe  had  so 
recently  been  snatched,  and  with  a  pale 
check,  a  fixed  eye,  and  an  almost  pulseless 
heart,  lay  without  motion  in  the  inner 
e  ide  of  the  berth.  The  piteous  spectacle  of 
her  cousin's  alarm  lent  a  forced  activity  to 
the  despair  of  Miss  de  Ilaldimar,  in  whom 
apprehension  produced  that  strong  energy 
of  excitement  that  sometimes  gives  to 
helplessness  the  character  of  true  courage. 
"With  the  increasing  clamor  of  ajipalling 
conflict  on  deck,  tliis  excitement  grew  at 
cveiy  moment  stronger,  until  it  finally 
beci  me  irrepressible,  so  that  at  length, 
when  through  the  cabin  windowL'  there 
suddenly  streamed  a  flood  of  yellow  light, 
extinguishing  that  of  the  lamp  that  threw 
its  flickering  beams  around  the  cabin,  she 
liung  herself  impetuously  from  the  Ijerth, 
and,  despite  of  the  aged  and  trembling 
female  who  attempted  to  detain  her,  burst 
open  the  narrow  entrance  to  the  cabin,  and 
rushed  up  the  steps  coimnunicatmg  with 
the  deck. 

The  picture  that  there  met  her  eyes  was 
at  once  graphic  and  fearful  in  the  extreme. 
On  either  side  of  the  river,  lines  of  stream- 
ing torches  were  waved  by  dusky  warriors 
high  above  their  heads,  reflecting  the  grim 
countenances,  not  only  of  those  who  bore 
them,  but  of  dense  groups  in  their  rear, 
whoso  niunbers  were  alone  concealed  by 
the  foliage  of  the  forest  in  which  liiey  i  f  "id. 
Prom  the  bi-anchea  that  wove  iLoins  elves 


across  the  centre  of  the  river,  and  the  top- 
mast and  rigging  of  the  vessel,  the  same 
strong  yellow  light,  produced  by  the  bark 
of  the  birch  tree  steeped  in  gum,  streamed 
down  tipon  the  decks  below,  rendering 
each  line  and  block  of  the  schooner  as  dis- 
tinctly visible  as  if  it  had  been  noon  on 
the  sunniest  of  those  far  distant  lakes. 
The  deck  itself  was  covered  with  the  bo- 
dies of  slain  men — sailors  and  savages  mix- 
ed together ;  and  amid,  these  were  to  be 
seen  iierco  warriors,  reclining,  triumphant- 
ly and  indolently  on  their  rifles,  whilo 
others  were  occupied  in  securing  the  arms 
of  their  captives  with  leathern  thongs  be- 
hind their  backs.  The  silence  that  now 
prevailed  was  strongly  in  contrast  with,  aud 
even  more  fearful  than,  the  horrid  sh.iuts 
by  which  it  had  been  preceded ;  and,'  but 
for  the  ghastly  countenances  of  the  cap- 
tives, and  the  quick  rolling  eyes  of  the 
savages,  Miss  de  llaldinaar  might  have 
imagined  herself  the  sport  of  some  ex- 
traordmary  and  exciting  illusion.  Her 
glance  over  these  prominent  i'eatures 
in  the  tragedy  had  been  cursory,  yet  accu- 
raie.  It  now  rested  on  one  that  had  more 
immediate  and  terrifying  interest  for  her- 
self. At  a  few  paces  in  fi'ont  of  the  com- 
panion ladder,  and  with  their  backs  turned 
towards  her,  stood  two  individuals,  Avhoso 
attitudes  denoted  the  purpose  of  men 
resolved  to  s.  U  with  their  lives  alone  a 
passage  to  a  tall  fierce-looking  savage, 
whose  countenance  betrayed  every  mark 
of  triumi^hant  and  deadly  jiassion,  whilo 
he  apparently  hesitated  whether  his  uphft- 
od  arm  should  stay  the  weajion  it  wielded. 
These  individuals  were  Captain  de  Ilaldi- 
mar and  Sir  Everard  Valletort ;  and  to  the 
former  of  these  the  attention  of  the  savage 
was  more  immediately  and  cxultingly 
directed ;  so  much  so,  indeed,  that  Miss  de 
Ilaldimar  thought  she  could  resid  m  the 
ferocious  expression  of  Ids  features  the 
death-warrant  of  her  coushi.  In  the  wild 
terror  of  the  moment  she  gave  "^  piercing 
scream  that  was  answered  by  ,  hundred 
yelling  voices,  and  rushing  between  her 
lover  and  his  enemy  threw  herself  wildly 
and  .supplicatingly  at  the  feet  of  the  latter. 
Uttering  a  savage  laugh,  the  monster 
spumed  her  from  liim  with  his  foot,  when 
quick  as  thought,  a  pistol  was  discharged 
within  a  few  inches  of  Iiis  face  ;  but,  with 
a  rajndity  equal  to  that  of  his  assailant,  he 
bent  asiilo  his  head,  and  the  ball  passed 
harmlessly  on.  The  yell  that  followed 
was  terrific ;  and  while  it  was  yet  swell- 
ing into  fullness,  Captain  de  Ilaldimar 
felt  an  iron  hand  furiously  grappUng 
his  throat,  and,  ere  the  grasp  was  relin* 
qished  he  again  stood  the  bound  and 
passive  victim  of  the  warrior  of  the  Fleur 
l3  Lis. 
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CHAPTER  XXrV.. 

The  interval  that  suonefided  to  the  last 
council  scene  of  the  Indians  was  passed  by 
the  officers  oi'  Detroit  in  a  state  of  inex- 
pressible anxiety  and  doubt.  The  fears  en- 
tertained for  the  fate  of  their  companions, 
who  had  set  out  in  the  perilous  and  al- 
most forlorn  hope  of  reaching  Michillimac- 
kinac,  in  time  to  prevent  the  consumma- 
tion of  the  threatened  treachery,  had,  in 
some  degree,  if  not  wholly,  been  allayed 
by  the  story  narrated  by  the  Ottawa  chief. 
It  was  evident,  from  his  statement,  the 
party  had  again  met,  and  been  engaged  in 
fearful  struggle  with  the  gigantic  warrior 
they  had  all  so  much  reason  to  recollect; 
and  it  was  equally  apparent,  that  in  that 
struggle  they  had  been  .sviccessful.  But 
still,  so  many  obstacles  were  lilcely  to  be 
opposed  to  their  navigation  of  the  several 
lakes  and  rivers  over  which  lay  their 
course,  it  was  almost  feared,  even  if  they 
eventually  escaped  unharmed  themselves, 
they  could  not  possibly  reach  the  fort  in 
time  to  communicate  the  danger  that 
awaited  their  friends.  It  is  true,  the  time 
gained  by  Governor  de  Ilaldimar  on  the 
first  occasion  had  afforded  a  considerable 
interval,  of  which  advantage  might  be 
taken ;  but  it  was  also,  on  the  other  hand, 
uncertain  whether  Ponteac  had  commanded 
the  same  delay  in  the  council  of  the  chiefs 
investing  Michillimackuaac,  to  which  ho 
had  himself  assented.  Three  days  were 
sufficient  to  enable  an  Indian  warrior  to 
perform  the  journey  by  land  ;  and  it  was 
chiefly  on  this  vague  and  uncertain  ground 
they  based  whatever  little  of  hoijo  was 
entertained  on  the  subject. 

It  hod  been  settled  at  the  departure  of 
the  adventurers,  that  the  instant  tliey 
cflfected  a  communication  with  the  schooner 
on  lake  Uuron,  Francois  should  bo  imme- 
diately sent  back,  with  instructions  so  to 
contrive  the  period  of  his  return,  that  his 
canoe  should  make  its  appearance  soon 
after  daybreak  at  the  nearest  extremity 
of  Hog  Island,  the  position  of  which  has 
been  described  in  a  previous  chapter. 
From  this  point  a  certam  signal,  that  could 
be  easily  distinguished  with  tho  aid  of  a 
telescope,  was  to  be  made  from  the  canoe, 
which,  Avithout  being  of  a  nature  to  attract 
the  attention  of  the  savages,  was  yet  to  be 
such  as  could  not  well  be  mistaken  by  the 
garrison.  This  was  a  precaution  adopted, 
not  only  with  tho  view  of  giving  the  earliest 
intimation  of  tho  result  of  the  enterprise, 
but  lest  the  Canadian  should  be  prevented, 
by  any  closer  investment  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  from  communicating  person- 
ally^ with  the  fort  in  the  way  he  had  been 
accustomed. 

It  will  easily  be  comprehended,  there- 
fore, that  as  the  period  approached  when 


they  might  reasonably  look  for  the  retuiTi 
of  Francois,  if  he  should  return  at  all,  tho 
nervous  anxiety  of  the  officers  became 
more  and  more  developed.  Upwards  of  a 
week  had  elapsed  since  tho  departure  of 
their  friends  ;  and  already,  for  the  last  day 
or  two,  their  impatience  had  led  them,  at 
early  dawn  and  with  beating  hearts,  to  tliat 
quarter  of  the  rampart  which  overlooked 
the  eastern  extremity  of  Hog  Island.  Hith- 
erto, however,  their  eager  watching  had 
been  in  vain.  As  far  as  our  recollection  of 
the  Canadian  tradition  of  this  story  serves 
us,  it  must  have  been  on  the  fourth  night 
after  the  final  discomfiture  of  tho  plana  of 
Ponteac,  and  the  tenth  from  tho  departuro 
of  the  adventurers,  that  tho  officers  were 
assembled  in  the  mess-room,  partaking  of 
tho  scanty  and  frugal  supper  to  which  their 
long  confinement  had  reduced  them.  Tho 
subject  of  their  conversation,  as  it  was 
ever  of  their  thoughts,  was  the  probable 
fate  of  their  companions;  and  many  and 
various,  although  all  equally  melancholy, 
were  the  conjectures  offered  as  to  tho 
result.  There  was  on  tho  countenance  of 
each,  that  deep  and  fixed  expression  of 
gloom,  which,  if  it  did  not  indicate  any 
unmanliness  of  despair,  told  at  least  that 
hope  was  nearly  extinct;  but  moro  espe- 
cially was  this  remarkable  in  tho  young, 
but  sadly  altered,  Charles  do  Haldimar,  who, 
ivith  a  vacant  eye  and  a  pre-occupied  man- 
ner, seemed  wholly  abstracted  from  tho 
scene  before  him. 

All  was  silence  in  the  body  of  the  fort. 
The  men  oflT  duty  had  long  since  retired  to 
rest  in  their  clothes,  and  only  tho  "  All's 
well  1"  of  tho  sentinels  was  heard  at  inter- 
vals of  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  as  tho  cry 
echoed  from  mouth  to  mouth  in  tho  line  of 
circuit.  Suddenly,  between  two  of  these  in- 
tervals, and  during  a  pauso  in  tho  languid 
conversation  of  tho  officers,  the  sharp 
challenge  of  a  sentinel  was  heard,  and 
then  quick  steps  on  tho  rampart,  as  of  men 
hastening  to  tho  point  whence  tho  chal- 
lenge had  been  given.  Tho  officers,  whom 
this  new  excitement  seemed  to  arrouso 
into  fresh  activity,  hurriedly  quitted  tho 
room ;  and  with  as  little  noiio  as  possible, 
gained  tho  spot  where  the  voice  had  been 
licard.  Several  men  were  bending  eagerly 
over  the  rampart,  and  with  their  muskets  at 
tho  recover,  riveting  their  gaze  on  a  dark 
and  motionless  object  that  lay  on  tho 
verge  of  the  ditch  immediately  beneath 
them. 

"  ^Vhat  have  you  here,  Mitchell?"  asked 
Captain  Blessington  who  was  in  command 
of  the  guard,  and  who  had  recognised  tho 
gruff  voice  of  the  veteran  in  the  challenge 
just  given. 

"An  American  burnt  log,  your  honor," 
muttered  the  soldier,  "if  one  waa  to 
judge   from  its   stillness ;  but  if  it  is,   it 
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must  have  been  rolled  there  within  tho 
last  minute ;  for,  I'll  take  my  a  Edavy  it 
wasn't  there  when  I  passed  last  in  my 
beat." 

"An  American  burnt  log,  indeed!  it's 
some  rascal  of  a  spy,  rather,"  remarked 
Captain  Erskine.  "  Who  knows  but  it 
may  be  our  big  friend,  come  to  pay  us  a 
visit  again  ?  And  yet  he  is  not  half  long 
enough  for  him,  either.  Can't  you  try  and 
tickle  him  with  tho  bayonet,  any  of  you 
fellows,  and  see  whether  he  is  made  of  flesh 
and  blood?" 

Although  this  observation  was  made  al- 
most without  object,  it  being  totally  im- 
possible for  any  musket,  even  with  the 
addition  of  its  bayonet,  to  reach  moro  than 
half  way  across  the  ditch,  the  several  sen- 
tinels threw  themselves  on  their  chests,  and 
stretching  over  the  rampart  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, made  the  attempt  to  reach  tho  suspi- 
cious looking  object  that  lay  beyond.  No 
sooner,  however,  had  their  arms  been 
extended-  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  utterly 
powerless,  when  tho  dark  mass  was  seen  to 
roll  away  in  an  opposite  direction,  and 
with  such  rapidity  tliat.  before  the  men 
could  regain  their  feet  and  level  their 
muskets,  it  had  entirely  disappeared  from 
their  view. 

"Cleverly  managed,  to  give  the  red  skin 
his  due,"  half  laughingly  observed  Captain 
Erskine,  while  his  brother  officers  continu- 
ed to  fix  their  eyes  in  astonishment  on  tlae 
spot  so  recently  occupied  by  the  strange 
object;  "  but  what  the  devil  could  be  his 
motive  for  lying  there  so  long  ?  Not  play- 
ing the  eaves-dropper,  surely;  and  yet,  if 
ho  meant  to  have  picked  ofi'  a  sentinel, 
■what  was  to  have  prevented  him  from  do- 
ing it  sooner?" 

"He  had  evidently  no  arms,"  said  Ensign 
Delme. 

"  No  nor  legs  either,  it  would  appear," 
resumed  tho  literal  Erskine.  ' '  Curse  me  if 
I  ever  saw  anything  in  tho  shape  of  a  hu- 
man form  bundled  together  in  that  man- 
ner." 

"I  mean  he  had  no  firo-arms — no  rifle," 
pursued  Delme. 

"And  if  he  had,  ho  certainly  would 
have  rifled  one  of  us  of  a  life,"  continued 
the  captain,  laughing  at  his  own  conceit. 
"But  como,  tho  bird  is  flown,  and  we  have 
only  to  thank  ourselves  for  having  been  so 
egregiously  duped.  Had  Valletort  been 
here,  he  would  havo  given  a  diflferent  ac- 
count of  him." 

"  Hist  1  listen  !"  exclaimed  Lieutenant 
Johnstone,  calling  the  attention  of  the 
party  to  a  peculiar  and  low  sound  in  tho 
direction  in  which  the  supposed  Indian 
had  departed. 

It  was  repeated,  and  in  a  plaintive  tone, 
indicating  a  desu-e  to  propitiate.  Soon 
afterwards  a  human  form  was  seen  advanc- 


ing slowly,  but  without  show  either  of  con- 
cealment or  liostility  in  its  movements. 
It  finally  remained  stationary  on  the  spot 
where  the  dark  and  shapeless  mass  had  been 
first  perceived. 

"  Another  Oucanasta  for  Do  Haldimar, 
no  doubt,"  observed  Captain  Erskine,  after 
a  moment' s  pause.  ' '  These  grenadiers  carry 
everything  before  them  as  well  in  love  as  in 
war. ' '  The  error  of  the  good-natured  officer 
was,  however,  obvious  to  ail  but  himself. 

The  figure,  which  was  now  distinctly  trac- 
ed in  outline  for  that  of  a  warrior,  stood 
boldly  and  fearlessly  on  the  brink  of  the 
ditch,  holding  up  its  left  arm,  in  the  hand 
of  which  dangled  something  that  was  visible 
in  tho  starlight,  and  pointing  energetically 
to  this  pendant  object  with  tho  other.  A 
voice  from  one  of  tho  party  now  addressed 
the  Indian  in  two  several  dialects,  but 
without  eliciting  a  reply.  He  either  un- 
derstood not,  or  would  not  answer  tho  ques- 
tion proposed,  but  continued  pointing  sig- 
nificantly to  the  indistinct  object  wliich  he 
still  held  in  an  elevated  position. 

"  Tho  governor  must  bo  apprised  of 
tliis,"  observed  Captain  Elessington  to  Do 
Haldimar,  who  was  his  subaltern  of  the 
guard.  ' '  Hasten,  Charles,  to  acquaint  j^our 
father,  and  receive  his  orders." 

The  young  officer  willingly  obeyed  the 
injunction  of  his  superior.  A  secret  and 
indefuaable  hope  rushed  through  his  mind, 
that  as  tho  Indian  came  not  in  hostility,  he 
might  be  the  bearer  of  some  communication 
from  tl  oir  friends  ;  and  ho  moved  I'apidly 
towards  that  part  of  the  building  oocupied 
by  his  father. 

The  light  of  a  lamp  suspended  over  the 
piazza  leading  to  the  governor's  rooms  re- 
flecting strongly  on  liis  regimentals,  ho 
passed  unchallenged  by  the  sentinels  post- 
ed there,  and  uninterruptedly  gained  a 
door  that  opened  on  a  narrow  passage,  at 
tho  further  extremity  of  which  was  tlio  sit- 
ting-room usually  occupied  by  his  parent. 
This  again  was  entered  from  the  same  pas- 
sage by  a  second  door,  tho  upper  part  of 
wliich  was  of  common  glass,  enabling  any 
one  on  tho  outsido  to  trace  with  faciUty 
every  object  within  when  the  placo__^wa3 
lighted  uj). 

A  glance  was  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  youth 
his  father  was  not  in  the  room  ;  although 
there  was  strong  evidence  he  had  not  retir- 
ed for  tho  night.  In  the  middle  of  tho 
floor  stood  an  oaken  table,  and  on  this  lay 
an  open  writing  desk,  with  a  candle  on  each 
side,  tho  wicks  of  which  had  burnt  so  long 
as  to  tlirow  a  partial  gloom  over  the  sur- 
rounding wainscotting.  Scattered  about 
tho  table  and  desk  were  a  number  of  let- 
tors  that  had  apparently  been  just  looked  at 
or  read  ;  and  in  the  midst  of  these  an  open 
case  of  red  morocco,  containing  aminiature. 
The  appearance  of  these  letters,  thus  left 
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scattered  about  by  one  who  was  scrupulously 
exact  in  the  arrangement  of  his  jiapers, 
added  to  the  circumstance  of  the  neglected 
and  burning  candles,  confirmed  the  yoimg 
oflBccr  in  an  impression  that  his  father, 
overcome  by  fatigue,  had  retired  into  his 
bed-room,  and  fallen  unconsciously  asleep. 
Imagining,  therefore,  he  could  not  without 
difficulty,  succeed  in  making  himself  heard, 
and  deeming  the  urgency  of  the  case  re- 
quired it,  ho  determined  to  waive  the  usual 
ceremony  of  knocking,  and  penetrato  to 
liis  father's  bed-room  unannounced.  The 
glass  door  being  without  fastening  within, 
easily  yielded  to  his  pressure  of  the  latch : 
but  as  he  jiassed  by  the  table,  a  strong  and 
natural  i'eeling  of  curiosity  induced  him  to 
cast  liis  eyo  upon  the  miniature.  To  his 
iniinito  surprise,  nay,  almost  terror,  ho  dis- 
covered it  was  that  of  his  motlier — the 
identical  portrait  which  his  BistorClura  had 
v.orn  in  lier  bosom  from  infancy,  and 
which  he  had  seen  clasped  round  her  neck 
on  the  very  deck  of  the  schooner  in  which 
she  sailed  for  Michillimackinac.  lie  felt 
there  could  be  no  mistake,  for  only 
ono  miniature  of  the  sort  had  ever  been  in 
possession  of  the  family,  and  that  the  one 
just  accoimted  for.  Almost  stupitied  at 
at  what  ho  saw,  and  scarcely  crediting  the 
evidence  of  his  senses,  the  young  otficer 
glanced  his  eye  hurriedly  along  one  of  the 
open  letters  lying  around.  It  was  in  the 
^vell  remembered  hand-writing  of  his 
mother,  and  commenced,  "Dear,  dearest 
lleginakiy  After  this  followed  expressions 
of  endearment  no  woman  might  address 
except  to  an  affianced  lover,  or  the  husband 
of  her  choice  ;  and  his  heart  sickened  while 
lio  read.  Scarcely,  however,  had  he  scan- 
ned half  a  dozen  lines  when  it  occurred  to 
him  ho  was  violating  some  secret  of  his 
parents ;  and  discontinuing  the  persual 
with  an  effort,  he  prepared  to  quit  himself 
of  liis  mission. 

On  raising  his  eyes  from  the  paper  he 
was  startled  by  the  apiaearance  of  his  father, 
who,  with  a  stern  brow  and  a  quivering  lip, 
stood  a  few  paces  from  the  table,  apparent- 
ly too  much  overcome  by  his  indignation 
to  bo  able  to  utter  a  sentence.  Charles  de 
de  Ilaldimar  felt  all  the  awkwardness  of 
liis  position.  Some  explanation  of  his  con- 
duct, however  was  necessary ;  and  he  stam- 
mered forth  tha  fact  of  the  i)ortrait  having 
riveted  his  attention,  from  its  striking  ro- 
aemblance  to  that  in  his  sister's  possession. 

"And  to  what  do  these  letters  bear  re- 
semblance?" demanded  the  governoi',  in  a 
voice  that  trembled  in  its  attempt  to  be 
calm,  while  he  fixed  his  penetrating  eye  on 
that  of  his  son.  "They,  it  appears,  were 
equally  objects  of  attraction  with  you." 

"The  letters  were  in  the  hand -writing  of 
my  mother ;  and  I  was  irresistibly  led  to 
glance  at  one  of  them,"  replied  the  youth,  j 


with  the  humility  of  conscious  wrong. 
"The  action  was  involuntary,  and  no  soon- 
er committed  than  repented  of.  I  am 
here,  my  father,  on  a  mission  of  importance, 
which  must  account  for  my  presence." 

"A  mission  of  importance!"  repeated 
the  governor,  with  more  of  sorrow  than  of 
anger  in  the  tone  m  which  he  now  spoke. 
"  On  what  mission  are  you  here,  if  it  be  not 
to  intrude  unwarrantably  on  a  parent's  pri- 
vacy?" 

The  young  officer's  cheek  flushed  liigh, 
as  ho  proudly  answered  : — "I  was  sent  by 
Captain  Blessington,  sir,  to  take  your  orders 
in  regard  to  an  Indian  who  is  now  without 
the  fort  under  somewhat  extraordinary  cir- 
cumstances, yet  evidently  withou  t  intention 
of  hostility.  It  is  supposed  he  bears  some 
message  from  my  brother." 

The  tone  of  candor  and  offended  pride 
in  which  this  formal  announcement  of  duty 
was  made  seemed  to  banish  all  suspicion 
from  the  mind  of  the  governor;  and  ho 
remarked  in  a  voice  that  had  more  of  the 
kindness  that  had  latterly  distinguished 
his  addi'ess  to  his  son,  "Was  tliis,  then, 
Charles,  the  only  motive  for  your  abrujjt 
intrusion  at  this  hour  ?  Are  you  sure  no 
inducement  of  private  curiosity  was  mixed 
up  with  the  discharge  of  your  duty,  that 
you  entered  thus  unaimounced?  You 
must,  athnit,  at  least,  I  found  you  employ- 
ed in  a  manner  different  from  what  the  lu'- 
gency  of  your  mission  would  seem  to  jus- 
tify." 

'I'here  was  lurking  irony  in  this  speech ; 
yet  the  softened  accents  of  his  father,  in 
some  measure,  disarmed  the  youth  of  the 
bitterness  he  would  have  flung  into  his  ob- 
servation,— "That  no  man  on  earth,  his 
parent  excepted,  should  have  dared  to  in- 
sinuate such  a  doubt  with  impunity." 

For  a  moment  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar  seem- 
ed to  regard  his  son  with  a  surprised  but 
satisfied  air,  as  if  he  had  not  expected  so 
much  spirit,  in  ono  Avhom  he  had  been  ac- 
customed to  undervalue. 

"I  believe  you,  Charles,"  he  at  length 
observed;  "forgive  the  justifiable  doubt 
and  think  no  more  of  tlie  subject.  Yet, 
one  word,"  as  the  youth  was  preparing  to 
depart;  " you  have  read  that  letter,"  and 
he  pointed  to  that  which  had  principally 
arrested  the  attention  of  the  officer:  "what 
impression  has  it  given  you  of  your  mother? 
Answer  me  sincerely,  My  name,"  and  his 
faint  smile  wore  sometliing  of  the  charac- 
ter of  triumph,  "  is  not  Reginald,  you 
know." 

The  pallid  cheek  of  the  yoimg  man  flush- 
ed at  this  question.  His  own  undisguised 
impression  was,  that  his  mother  had  cher- 
ished a  guilty  love  for  another  than  her 
husband.  .  Ue  felt  the  almost  impiety  of 
such  a  belief,  but  he  could  not  resist  the 
v>ouvictioi]i  that  forced  itself  on  his  mind^ 
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the  letter  in  ber  handwriting  spoko  for  it- 
telf ;  and  though  the  idea  was  full  of  wretch- 
ednesBj  he  was  unable  to  conquer  it.  What- 
ever his  own  inference  might  be,  however, 
he  could  not  endure  the  thought  of  impart- 
ing it  to  liis  father :  he  iuerelbro  answered 
evasively 

'•Doubtless  my  mother  had  some  dear 
relative  of  the  nai"  and  to  liina  was  this 
letter  addressed  ;  ;  .aps  a  brother,  or  an 
uncle.  ]]ut  I  nevei  knew,"  he  pursued, 
with  a  look  of  appeal  to  Ids  father,  "  that 
a  second  portrait  of  my  mother  existed. 
This  is  the  very  counterpart  of  Clara's." 

"It  may  be  the  same,"  remarked  the 
governor,  but  in  a  tone  of  indecision,  that 
denied  his  faith  in  what  he  uttered. 

' '  Impossible,  my  father.  I  accompanied 
Clara,  if  you  recollect,  as  far  as  Lake  Sin- 
clair ;  and  when  I  quitted  the  deck  of  the 
tchooner  to  return,  I  iiarticularlyremarked 
my  sister  wore  her  mother's  portrait,  as 
usual,  round  her  neck." 

"Well,  no  matter  about  the  portrait," 
hurriedly  rejoined  the  governor;  "yet, 
whatever  your  impression,  Charles,"  and 
he  spoke  Avith  a  warmth  that  was  far  from 
habitual  to  him,  "dare  not  to  sully  the 
memory  of  your  mother  by  a  doubt  of  her 
jjurity.  An  accident  has  given  this  letter 
to  your  inspection  but  breathe  not  its  con- 
tents to  a  human  creature  ;  above  all,  ros- 
2)ect  the  being  who  gave  you  birth.  Go 
tell  Captain  Bl?ssington  to  detain  the  In- 
dian; i  will  join  you  immediately." 

Strongly,  yet  confusedly,  impressed  with 
the  singularity  of  the  scene  altogether, 
and  mora  particularly  with  his  father's 
strangQ  tidmonition,  the  young  officer  quit- 
ted the  room,  and  hastened  to  join  his 
companions.  On  reaching  the  rampart  he 
found  that  the  Indian,  during  his  long  ab- 
sence, had  departed ;  yet  not  without  de- 
l^ositing,  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  ditch, 
the  substance  to  which  he  had  previously 
directed  their  attention.  At  the  moment 
of  De  Ilaldimar's  approach,  the  officers 
were  bounding  over  the  rampart,  and,  with 
straining  eyes,  endeavouring  to  make  out 
what  it  was,  but  in  vam ;  something  was 
just  perceptible  in  the  withered  turf,  but 
what  that  something  was  no  one  could  suc- 
ceed in  discovering. 

"Whatever  this  be,  we  must  possess 
ourselves  of  it,"  said  Captain  Blessington ; 
"it  is  evident,  from  the  energetic  manner 
of  him  who  left  it,  it  is  of  importance.  I 
tliink  I  know  who  is  the  best  swimmer  and 
climber  of  our  party." 

Several  voices  unanimously  pronounced 
the  name  of  "  Johnstone." 

"Anything  for  a  dash  of  enterprise," 
said  that  officer,  whose  slight  wound  had 
been  perfectly  healed.  "But  what  do  you 
suppose  that  the  swimmer  and  climber 
should  do,  Blessington?" 


"Secure  yon  parcel,  without  lowering 
the  drawbridge." 

"What!  and  bo  scalped  in  the  act? 
Who  knows  if  it  be  not  a  trick  after  all, 
and  that  the  rascal  who  placed  it  there  is 
not  lying  withui  a  few  feet,  ready  to  pounce 
upon  me  the  instant  I  roach  the  bank." 

"Never  mind,"  said  Erskine,  laughingly, 
"we  will  revenge  your  death,  my  boy." 

'Besides,  consider  the  nunqiiam  non  pa- 
i  1-ntu.fi,  Johnstone,"  slily  remarked  Lieuten- 
ant Leslie. 

"What,  again,  Leslie?"  energetically 
responded  the  young  Scotsman.  "Yet 
thuik  not  I  hesitate,  for  I  did  but  jest : 
liiako  fast  a  ropo  round  my  loins,  and  I 
think  I  will  answer  for  the  result." 

Colonel  do  Ilaldimar  now  made  liis  ap- 
pearance. Having  heard  a  brief  statement 
of  the  facts,  and  approving  of  the  sugges- 
tion of  Captain  blessington,  a  rope  was 
procured,  and  made  fast  under  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  young  officer,  Avho  had  i^revi- 
ously  stripped  hunsclf  of  his  uniform  and 
shoes,  lie  then  suffered  himself  to  drop 
gently  over  the  edge  of  the  rampart,  his 
companions  gradually  lowering  the  roije, 
until  a  deep  and  gasping  aspiration,  such 
as  is  usually  wrung  from  one  coming  sud- 
denly in  contact  with  cold  water,  announced 
he  had  gained  the  surface  of  the  ditch. 
Xho  rope  was  then  slackened,  to  give  him 
the  unrestrained  command  of  his  limbs ; 
and  in  the  next  instant  he  was  seen  clam- 
bering up  the  opjiosito  elevation. 

Although  the  officers,  indulging  in  a 
forced  levity,  m  a  great  degree  meant  to 
encourage  their  companion,  had  treated 
his  enterprise  with  indiffi?rence,  they  were 
fir  from  being  without  serious  anxiety  for 
the  result.  They  had  laughed  at  the  idea, 
sugges^^ed  by  lum,  of  being  scalped ;  where- 
aSj  in  truth,  they  entertained  the  appre- 
hension far  more  powerfully  than  he  did 
himself.  The  artifices  resorted  to  by  the 
savages,  to  secure  an  insolated  victim, 
were  so  many  and  so  various,  that  suspicion 
could  not  but  attach  to  the  mysterious  oc- 
currence they  had  just  \vitnessed.  Willing 
even  as  they  were  to  believe  their  present 
visitor,  whoever  he  was,  came  not  m  a 
spirit  of  enmity,  they  could  not  altogether 
divest  themselves  of  a  fear  that  it  was  only 
a  subtle  artifice  to  decoy  one  of  them 
within  the  reach  of  their  traitorous  weapons. 
They  therefore,  watched  the  movements  of 
their  companion  with  quickening  pulses, 
and  it  was  with  a  lively  satisfaction  they 
saw  him,  at  length,  after  a  momentary 
search,  descend  once  more  into  the  ditch^ 
and,  with  a  single  powerful  impulsion  of 
his  limbs,  urge  himself  back  to  the  foot  of 
the  rampart.  Neither  feet  nor  hands  were 
of  much  service,  in  enabling  him  to  scale 
the  smooth  and  slanting  logs  that  composed 
the  exterior  stu-face  of  the  works ;  but  a 
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slight  jerk  of  the  well-secured  rope  ,  serv- 
ing as  a  signal  to  his  friends,  he  was  soon 
dragged  once  more  to  the  summit  of  tho 
rampart,  without  other  mjury  than  a 
couple  of  slight  bruises. 

"Well,  what  success?"  eagerly  asked 
Leslie  and  Captain  Erskine,  in  tho  same 
breath,  as  the  dripping  Johnstone  buiied 
himself  in  tho  folds  of  a  capacious  cloak 
procured  during  his  absense. 

"You  shall  hear,"  was  the  reply;  "but 
first,  gentlemen,  allow  me,  if  you  please, 
to  enjoy,  with  yourselves,  tho  luxury  of  dry 
clothes.  I  have  no  particular  ambition  to 
contract  an  American  ague  fit  just  now; 
yet,  imloss  you  take  pity  on  me,  and  re- 
serve my  examination  for  a  future  moment, 
there  is  every  probability  I  shall  not  have  a 
tooth  left  by  to-morrow  morning." 

No  one  could  deny  the  justice  of  the 
remark,  for  tho  teeth  of  tho  young  man 
were  chattering  as  lie  spoke.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  until  after  he  had  changed  his 
dress,  and  swallowed  a  cou))lo  of  glasses  of 
Captain  Erskino's  never  failing  .spirit,  that 
they  all  repau'ed  once  more  to  tho  mess- 
room,  when  Johnstone  anticipated  all  ques- 
tions, by  the  production  of  the  mysterious 
packet. 

After  removing  several  wrapjtiers  of  bark, 
each  of  which  was  secured  by  a  thong  of 
deer-skin.  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar,  to  whonv- 
tho  successful  officer  had  handed  his  prize, 
at  length  came  to  a  small  oval  case  of  rod 
morocco,  precisely  similar,  in  size  and  form, 
to  that  wliich  had  so  lately  attracted  the 
notice  of  his  son.  For  a  moment  ho  hesi- 
tated, and  his  cheek  was  observed  to  turn 
pale,  and  his  hand  to  tremble ;  but  quickly 
subduing  his  indecision,  ho  hurriedly  un- 
fastened tho  clasp,  and  disclosed  to  the  as- 
tonished view  of  the  officers  the  portrait  of 
a  yoimg  and  lovely  woman,  habited  in  the 
llighland  garb. 

Exclamations  of  various  kinds  burst 
from  the  lips  of  the  group  of  officers.  Seve- 
ral knew  it  to  be  the  portrait  of  ili-s.  de 
Haldimar;  others  recognized  it  from  the 
striking  likeness  it  boro  to  Clara  and  to 
Charles :  all  knew  it  liad  never  been  absent 
from  the  possession  of  the  former  since  her 
mother's  death;  and  feeling  satisfied  as 
they  did  that  its  extraordinary  appeai-ance 
among  them,  at  the  present  moment,  was 
an  amiouncementof  some  dreadful  disaster, 
their  countenances  wore  an  impress  of  dis- 
may little  inferior  to  that  of  the  wretched 
Chaiies,  who,  agonised  beyond  all  attempt 
at  description,  had  thrown  himself  into  a 
seat  in  the  rear  of  tho  group,  and  sat  like 
one  bewildered,  with  his  head  biu-ied  in  his 
hands. 

"Gentlemen,"  at  length  observed  Colo- 
nel de  Ilaldimar,  in  a  voice  that  proved 
how  vainly  his  natural  emotion  was  sought 
to  be  subdued  by  his  pride,   "this,  I  fear 


mo,  is  an  unwelcome  token.  It  comes  to 
announce  to  a  fatlier  tho  murder  of  his 
child ;  to  us  all,  the  destruction  of  our  last 
remaining  friends  and  comrades." 

"God  forbid  1"  solemnly  aspirated  Cap- 
tain Blessington.  After  a  pause  of  a  mo- 
ment or  two  ho  pursued :  "  1  know  not  why, 
sir ;  but  my  impression  is  the  ai;)i3earance 
of  this  portrait,  which  wo  all  recognise  for 
that  worn  by  Miss  do  Ilaldimar,  bears  ano- 
ther interpretation." 

t!olonol  do  Ilaldimar  shook  his  head. 
"  I  have  but  too  much  reason  to  believe," 
ho  observed,  smilmg  in  moui'nful  bitter- 
ness, "it  has  been  convoyed  to  us  not  in 
mercy  but  in  revenge." 

No  one  ventured  to  question  why;  for 
notwithstanding  all  were  awaro  that  in  tho 
mysterious  ravisher  of  the  wife  of  Ilal- 
loway,  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar  had  a  fierco 
and  inexorable  private  enemy :  no  allusion 
had  over  been  made  by  that  officer  himself 
to  the  subject. 

"Will  you  permit  me  to  examino  tho 
portrait  and  envelojoes,  colonel?"  resumed 
Captain  I)les.sington ;  "I  feel  almost  confi- 
dent, although  I  confess  I  have  no  other 
motive  for  it  than  what  springs  from  a 
recollection  of  the  manner  of  the  Indian, 
that  tho  result  will  bear  me  out  in  my 
belief  the  bearer  came  not  in  hostility  but 
in  friendship." 

"By  my  faith,  I  quite  agree  with  Bles- 
sington," said  Captain  Erskine;  "for,  in 
addition  to  the  manner  of  the  Indian, 
there  is  another  evidence  in  favor  of  his 
proposition.  Was  it  merely  intended  in  tlao 
light  in  which  you  consider  it,  colonel, 
tho  case  or  the  miniature  itself  might  have 
been  returned,  but  certainly  not  the  metal 
in  which  it  is  set.  The  savages  are  fully 
awaro  of  the  value  of  gold,  and  would  not 
so  easily  let  it  slip  through  their  fingers." 

Meanwhile,  Captain  Blessington  had  turn- 
ed and  examined  tho  miniature  in  fifty 
different  ways,  but  without  succeeding  iu 
discovering  any  thing  that  could  confirm 
liim  in  his  original  impression.  Vexed  and 
disappointed,  heat  long  thflunglt  from  him 
on  the  table,  and  sinking  into'  a  seat  at 
tho  side  of  the  unfortunate  Charles,  pres- 
sed the  hand  of  the  youth  in  significant 
silence. 

Finding  his  worst  fears  now  confirmed, 
Colonel  de  Ilaldimar,  for  tho  first  time, 
cast  a  glance  towards  his  son  whose  droop- 
ing head,  and  sorrowing  attitude,  spoke 
volumes  to  his  heart.  For  a  moment  his- 
own  cheek  blanched,  and  his  eye  wa? 
seen  to  glisten  with  the  first  tear  ever 
witnessed  there  by  those  around  him. 
Subduing  his  emotion,  however,  he  draw 
up  his  person  to  its  lordly  height,  as  if 
that  act  reminded  him  the  commander  was- 
not  to  be  lost  in  the  father,  and  quitting 
the  room  with  a  heavy  brow  and  step^ 
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recommended  to  his  officers  the  repose  of 
which  they  api)eared  lo  stand  so  much  in 
need.  But  not  one  was  there  who  felt 
inclined  to  court  tho  solitude  of  his  pillow. 
No  sooner  were  tho  footsteps  of  tho  gover- 
nor heard  dying  away  in  the  distance, 
■when  fresh  lights  were  ordered,  and  several 
logs  of  wood  heaped  or  the  slackening 
fire.  Around  this  the  officers  now  grouped, 
and  throwing  themselves  back  in  their 
chairs,  assumed  the  attitudes  of  men  seek- 
ing to  indulge  rather  in  private  reflection 
than  in  personal  converse. 

The  grief  of  the  wretched  Charles  do 
Ilaldimar,  hitherto  restrained  by  tho  pre- 
senee  of  his  father,  and  encouraged  by  the 
touching  evidences  of  interest  afforded 
hi'.n  by  tho  ever  considerate  Blessington, 
now  burst  forth  audibly.  No  attempt  was 
made  by  the  latter  ofiicer  to  check  the 
emotion  of  his  young  friend.  Knowing 
his  passionate  fondness  for  his  sister,  ho 
was  not  without  fear  that  the  sudden  shock 
produced  by  the  appearance  of  her  minia- 
ture might  destroy  his  reason,  even  if  it  af- 
fected not  his  life  j  and  as  tho  moment  was 
now  como  when  tears  might  be  shed  with- 
out exciting  invidious  remark  in  the  only 
individual  who  was  likely  to  make  it,  ho 
sought  to  promote  them  as  much  as  pos- 
sible. Too  much  occupied  in  their  own 
mournful  reflections  to  bestow  more  than  a 
passing  notice  on  the  weakness  of  their 
friend,  tho  group  round  the  fire-place  scarce- 
ly seemed  to  have  regarded  his  emotion. 

This  violent  paroxysm  past,  Do  Ilaldimar 
breathed  more  freely ;  and,  after  listening 
to  several  earnest  observations  of  Captain 
Blessington,  who  still  held  out  tho  possibi- 
lity of  something  favorable  turning  up,  on 
a  re-examination  of  tho  portrait  by  daylight, 
he  was  so  far  composed  as  to  bo  able  to  at- 
tend to  the  summons  of  tho  sergeant  of 
the  guard,  who  came  to  say  the  relief  were 
ready,  and  Avaiting  to  be  inspected  before 
they  were  finally  marched  off.  Clasping  the 
extended  hand  of  his  captain  between  his 
own,  with  a  pressure  indicative  of  his  deep 
gratitude,  Bo  Ilaldimar  now  proceeded  to 
the  discharge  of  his  duty,  and  having 
caught  up  tho  portrait,  which  still  lay  on 
the  table,  and  tlu'ust  it  into  tho  breast  of 
his  uniform,  he  repaired  hurriedly  to  rejoin 
his  guard,  from  which  circumstances  alone 
had  induced  his  unusually  long  absence. 
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The  remainder  of  that  night  was  passed 
by  the  unhappy  Do  Ilaldimar  in  a  state  of 
indescribable  wretchedness.  After  inspect- 
ing tho  rehef,  he  had  thrown  himself  on 
his  rude  guard-bed ;  and  drawing  his  cloak 
over  his  eyes,  gave  full  rem  to  the  wander- 
ings of  hb  excited  imagination. 


Miserable  as  ho  felt  his  position  to  be,  it 
was  not  without  satisfaction  ho  again  heard 
tho  voice  of  his  sergeant  summoning  him 
to  tho  inspection  of  another  relief  This 
duty  performed,  and  anxious  to  avoid  the 
paining  presence  of  his  servant,  he  deter- 
mined, instead  of  returning  to  his  guard- 
room, to  consume  tho  hour  that  remained 
before  day  in  pacing  the  ramparts.  Leav- 
ing word  witli  lii^*  subordinate,  that  in 
the  event  of  his  being  required,  he  might 
bo  found  without  difficulty,  he  ascended  to 
that  quarter  of  tho  works  where  tho  Indian 
had  been  first  seen  w'ho  had  so  niystei'iou-  ■ 
ly  conveyed  the  sad  token  he  still  retained 
in  his  breast.  It  was  on  tho  same  side  with 
that  particular  j)oint  whence  we  have  al- 
ready stated  a  full  view  of  tho  bridge  with 
its  surrounding  scenery,  together  with  the 
waters  of  the  Detroit,  where  they  were  in- 
tersected by  Hog  Island,  were  distinctly 
commanded.  At  either  of  those  points  was 
stationed  a  sentinel,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
extend  his  beat  between  tho  boxes  used 
now  rather  as  lines  of  demarcation  than  as 
places  of  temporary  sheltei',  imtil  each  gain- 
ed that  of  his  next  comrade,  when  they 
again  returned  to  their  o^vn,  crossing  each 
other  about  half  way :  a  system  of  precau- 
tion pursued  by  tho  whole  of  the  sentinels 
in  the  circuit  of  tb.e  rampart. 

The  ostensible  motive  of  tho  ofiicer  in 
ascending  the  works,  was  to  visit  his  seve- 
ral posts  ;  but  no  sooner  had  he  found  him- 
self between  the  points  alluded  to,  which 
happened  to  bo  the  first  in  his  course,  than 
ho  seemed  to  be  riveted  there  by  a  species 
of  fascination. 

Eeminded,  for  the  first  time,  as  ho  was 
pursuing  his  measured  but  aimless  walk, 
by  the  fatal  portrait  which  ho  more  than 
once  pressed  with  feverish  energy  to  his 
lips,  of  the  singular  discovery  he  had  mado 
that  night  in  tho  apartments  of  his  father, 
he  was  naturally  led,  by  a  chain  of  conse- 
cutive thought,  into  a  review  of  the  extra- 
ordinary scene.  The  fact  ofthc  existence  of  a 
second  lilvoness  of  his  mother  was  one  that 
did  not  now  fail  to  re-awaken  all  the  un- 
qualified surprise  he  had  experienced  at  tho 
first  discover}'',  f^o  far  from  having  ever 
heard  his  father  mako  the  slightest  allusion 
to  this  memorial  of  his  departed  mother, 
he  perfectly  recollected  his  repeatedly  re- 
commending to  Clara  the  safe  custody  of  a 
treasure,  which,  if  lost,  could  never  bo  re- 
placed. What  could  be  the  motive  for 
this  mystery? — and  why  had  he  sought  to 
impress  him  with  the  belief  it  was  tho  iden- 
tical portrait  worn  by  his  sister  which  had 
so  unintentionally  been  exposed  to  his 
view?  Why,  too,  had  ho  evinced  so  much 
anxiety  to  remove  from  his  mind  all  im- 
f;ivourable  impressions  in  regard  to  his 
mother?  Why  have  been  so  energetic  in 
his  caution  not  to  sufler  a  taint  of  impurity 
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to  attach  to  her  memory?  Why  should  ho 
have  supposed  tho  possibility  of  such  im- 
pression, unless  there  had  been  sufficient 
cause  for  it  ?  In  what,  moreover,  ci  iginated 
his  triumphant  expression  of  feature,  when 
on  that  occasion,  ho  reminded  him  that  his 
namo  was  not  lieginald  ?  Who,  then,  was 
this  Reginald  ?  Then  came  the  recollection 
of  what  had  been  repeated  to  him  of  tho 
parting  scene  between  Ilalloway  and  his 
wife.  In  addressing  her  ill-fated  husband, 
sho  had  named  him  Reginald.  Could  it  bo 
possible  this  w.as  the  same  being  alluded  to 
by  his  father?  But  no ;  liis  youth  forbade  tho 
supposition,  being  but  two  years  older  than 
his  brother  Frederick :  yet  might  ho  not, 
in  some  way  or  other,  be  connected  with 
tho  Reginald  of  tho  letter  ?  Why,  too,  had 
his  father  shown  such  unrelenting  severity 
which  had  induced  more  than  one  remark 
from  his  officers,  that  it  looked  as  if  he  en- 
tertained somo  personal  feeling  of  enmity 
towaitls  a  man  who  had  done  so  much  for 
his  family,  and  stood  so  high  in  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him. 

Then  came  another  thought.  At  the  mo- 
ment of  his  execution,  Halloway  had  de- 
posited a  packet  in  tho  hands  of  Captain 
Blessington; — could  these  letters  —  could 
tliat  portrait  bo  the  same?  Certain  itwaa, 
by  whatever  means  obtained,  his  father 
f  ould  not  have  had  them  long  in  his  posses- 
sion ;  for  it  was  improbable  letters  of  so 
old  a  date  sliould  have  occupied  his  atten- 
tion now,  when  many  years  had  rolled  over 
tho  memory  of  his  mother.  And  then, 
again,  what  was  tho  meaning  of  the  lan- 
guage used  by  the  implacable  enemy  of  his 
father,  that  uncouth  and  ferocious  warrior 
of  tho  P  leur  do  Lis,  not  only  on  the  ocaision 
of  tho  execution  of  Ilalloway,  but  after- 
wartls  to  his  bi-othcr,  during  his  short  cap- 
tivity: and  subsequently,  when  disguised  as 
a  black,  ho  penetrated,  with  the  bandof  Pon- 
teac,  into  the  fort,  and  aimed  his  murderous 
weapon  at  his  father's  head.  What  had 
mado  him  tho  enemy  of  his  family  ?  and 
whero  and  how  had  originated  his  father's 
coimection  with  so  extraordinary  and  savage 
a  being  ?  Could  he,  in  any  way,  bo  impli- 
cated with  his  mother?  But  no;  there 
was  something  revolting,  monstrous  in  the 
thought :  besides,  had  not  his  father  stood 
forward  tho  champion  of  her  innocence  ? — 
had  ho  not  declared,  with  an  energy  carrying 
conviction  with  every  word,  that  sho  was 
untainted  by  guilt?  And  would  he  have 
done  this,  had  ho  had  reason  to  believe  in 
tho  existence  of  a  criminal  lovo  for  him 
who  evidently  was  his  mortal  foe  ?  Impos- 
sible. 

Such  wore  tho  questions  and  solutions 
that  crowded  on  and  distracted  the  mind  of 
tho  unhappy  Do  llaldimar,  who  after,  all, 
could  arrive  at  no  satisfactory  conclusion. 
It  was  evident  there  was  a  secret, — yet,  what- 


ever its  nature,  it  was  one  likely  to  go 
down  with  his  father  to  the  grave;  for 
however  humiliating  tho  reflection  to  a 
haughty  parent,  compelled  to  vindicate  tho 
honor  of  a  mother  to  her  son,  and  in  direct 
opposition  to  evidence  that  scarcely  bore  a 
shadow  of  misinterpretation,  it  was  clear 
he  had  motives  for  consigning  tho  circums- 
tance to  oblivion,  which  far  outweighed 
any  necessity  ho  felt  of  adducing  other 
proofs  of  her  innocence  than  those  which 
rested  on  his  own  simple  yet  impressive  as- 
sertion. 

In  the  midst  of  these  bewildering  doubts, 
Do  llaldimar  heard  somo  one  approaching 
in  his  rear,  whoso  footsteps  ho  distinguished 
from  tho  heavy  pace  of  the  sentinels.  Ho 
turned,  stopped,  and  was  presently  joined 
by  Captain  Blessington. 

"Why,  dearest  Charles^"  almost  queru- 
lously asked  tho  kind  officer,  as  ho  passed 
his  arm  through  that  of  liis  subaltern, — 
"why  will  you  jicrsist  in  feeding  this  lovo 
of  solitude  ?  What  possible  result  can  it 
produce,  but  an  utter  prostration  of  every 
moral  and  physical  energy  ?  Come,  come, 
summon  a  littlo  fortitude,  all  may  not  yet 
bo  so  hopeless  as  you  apprehend.  For  my 
own  part,  I  feel  convinced  the  day  will 
dawn  upon  some  satisfactory  solution  of  tho 
mystery  of  that  packet." 

"Blessington,  my  dear  Blessington  I" — 
and  Do  llaldimar  spoke  with  mournful 
energy, — "you  have  known  me  from  my 
boyhood,  and,  I  believe,  have  ever  loved 
me ;  seek  not,  therefore  to  draw  mo  from 
tho  present  temper  of  my  mind  ;  deprive 
mo  not  of  an  indulgence  which,  melancholy 
as  it  is,  now  constitutes  tho  sole  satisfac- 
tion 1  take  in  existence." 

"By  heaven  1  Charles,  I  will  not  listen  to 
such  language.  You  absolutely  put  my 
patience  to  the  rack." 

"Nay,  then,  I  will  urge  no  more,"  pur- 
sued tho  young  officer.  "  To  revert,  there- 
fore, to  a  different  subject,  answer  me  one 
question  with  sincerity.  What  were  tho 
contents  of  tho  packet  you  received  from 
poor  Halloway  previous  to  his  execution  ? 
and  in  whoso  possession  are  they  now?" 

Pleased  to  find  tho  attention  of  his 
yo\mg  friend  diverted  for  tho  moment  from 
his  sister.  Captain  Blessington  quickly 
rejoined,  he  believed  tho  packet  contained 
letters  which  Halloway  had  stated  to  him 
were  of  a  nature  to  throw  some  light  on 
his  family  connections.  lie  had,  however, 
transferred  it  with  the  seal  unbroken,  as 
desired  by  tho  unhappy  man,  to  Colonel  do 
Haldimar. 

An  exclamation  of  surprise  burst  invo- 
luntarily from  the  lips  of  tho  youth.  "  Has 
my  father  ever  made  any  allusion  to  that 
packet  since?"  ho  asked. 

"Never,"  returned  Captain  Blessington; 
"  and,  I  confess,  his  failing  to  do  so  as  often 
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excited  my  astonishmeut.  But  why  do 
you  ask?" 

Do  Haldimar  energetically  pressed  tho 
arm  of  his  captain,  while  a  heavy  sigh 
burst  from  his  oppressed  heart.  "  This 
very  night,  Blessington,  on  entering  my  fa- 
ther's apartment  to  apprise  him  of  what 
was  going  on  hero,  I  saw, — I  can  scarcely 
tell  you  what,  but  certainly  enough  to 
convinco  mo,  from  what  you  havo  now 
Stated,  Halloway  was,  in  somo  degreo 
or  other,  connected  with  our  family.  Tell 
me,"  ho  anxiously  pursued,  "was  there  a 
portrait  enclosed  with  the  letters  ?' ' 

"  I  cannot  state  with  confidence,  Charles, ' ' 
replied  his  friend;  "but  if  I  might  judge 
from  tho  peculiar  form  and  weight  of  the 

Eacket,  I  should  bo  inclined  to  say  not. 
[avo  you  seen  tho  letters,  then  ?" 

"I  havo  seen  certain  letters  which  I  havo 
reason  to  believe  aro  the  same, "  returned  Do 
Haldimar.  "They  wero  addressed  to 
'  Reginald ;'  and  Halloway,  I  think  you  have 
told  mo,  was  so  called  by  his  unhappy  wife." 
"There  can  be  little  doubt  they  aro  tho 
same,"  said  Captain  Blessington  ;  "butwhat 
wero  their  contents,  and  by  whom  written, 
that  you  deem  they  prove  a  connection  be. 
tween  tho  unhappy  soldier  and  your  fa- 
mily?" 

Do  Haldimar  felt  tho  blood  rise  into  his 
cheek  at  tho  natural  but  unexpected  de- 
mand. "I  am  sure,  Blessington,"  ho  re- 
plied, after  a  pause,  "you  will  not  think 
me  capable  of  unworthy  mystery  towards 
yourself;  but  the  contents  of  these  letters 
aro  sacred,  inasmuch  as  they  relate  only 
to  circumstances  connected  with  my  fa- 
ther's family." 

They  soon  both  prepared  to  quit  tho 
rampart.  As  they  passed  tho  sentinel 
stationed  at  the  point  where  the  Indian  had 
been  first  seen,  their  attention  was  direct- 
ed by  him  to  a  firo  that  now  suddenly 
rosG,  apparently  at  a  great  distance,  and 
rapidly  increasing  in  volume.  Tho  singu- 
larity of  this  occurrence  riveted  tho  officers 
for  a  moment  in  silent  observation  ;  until 
Captain  Blessington  at  length  ventured  a 
remark,  that,  judging  from  tho  direction 
and  tho  deceptive  nature  of  tho  element 
at  night,  he  should  incline  to  think  it  was 
tho  hut  of  the  Canadian  burning. 

"Which  is  another  additional  proof, 
wero  any  such  wanting,  that  every  thing  is 
lost,"  mournfully  urged  tho  ever  appre- 
hensive Do  Haldimar.  "  Francois  has  been 
detected  in  rendering  aid  to  our  friends ; 
and  tho  Indians,  in  all  probability,  after 
having  immolated  their  victim,  are  sacrifi- 
cing his  property  to  their  rage." 

During  this  exchange  of  opinion,  tho 
oflBcers  had  again  moved  to  tho  opposite 
point  of  the  limited  walk  of  tho  younger. 
Scarcely  had  they  reached  it,  and  before 
Captain    .Blessington  could  find  time  to 


reply  to  tho  fears  of  his  friend  when  a 
loud  and  distant  booming  Uko  that  of  a 
cannon  was  heard  in  tho  direction  of  tho 
fire.  The  alai-m  was  given  hastily  by  tho 
sentinels,  and  sounds  of  preparation  and 
arming  wero  audiblo  in  tho  courso  of  a 
minuto  or  two  every  where  throughout  tho 
fort.  Startled  by  tho  report,  vvliich  they 
had  half  inclined  to  imagine  produced  by 
tlio  discharge  of  ono  of  their  own  guns, 
tho  half-slumbering  officers  had  quitted 
tho  cliairs  in  which  they  had  passed  tho 
night  in  tho  mess-room,  and  wero  soon  at 
tho  side  of  their  moro  watchful  compa- 
nions, then  anxiously  listening  for  a  ro- 
peition  of  tho  sound. 

Tho  day  was  just  beginning  to  dawn,  and 
as  tho  atmosphere  cleared  gradually  away, 
it  was  perceived  tho  firo  rose  not  from  tho 
hut  of  tho  Canadian,  but  at  a  point  consi- 
derably beyond  it.  Unusual  as  it  was  toseo 
a  large  firo  of  this  description,  its  appear- 
ance became  an  object  of  minor  considera- 
tion, since  it  might  bo  attributed  to  somo 
caprice  or  desiro  on  tho  part  of  tho  Indians 
to  excite  apprehension  in  their  enemies. 
But  how  was  tho  report  which  had  reached 
their  ears  to  be  accounted  for  ?  It  evidently 
coukl  only  havo  been  produced  liy  tho  dis- 
charge of  a  cannon ;  and  if  so,  where  could 
the  Indians  have  procured  i  t  ?  No  such  arm 
had  recently  been  in  their  possession  ;  and 
if  it  wero,  they  wero  totally  unacquainted 
with  tho  manner  of  serving  it. 

As  tho  day  became  more  developed,  tho 
mystery  was  solved.  Every  telescope  in 
tho  fort  had  been  called  into  requisition ; 
and  as  they  wero  now  levelled  in  tho  direc- 
tion of  tho  fire,  sweeping  the  line  of  horizon 
around,  exclamations  of  surprise  escaped 
tho  lips  of  several. 

"  It  is  an  unusual  hour  for  thd  Indians' 
war-dance,"  observed  Captain  Blessington. 
"  My  experience  furnishes  mo  with  no  ono 
instance  in  which  it  has  not  been  danced 
previous  to  their  retiring  to  rest." 

"Unless,"  said  Lieutenant  Boyco.  "they 
should  havo  been  thus  engaged  all  night; 
in  which  case  the  singularity  may  be  ex- 
l^lained." 

"Look  look,"  eagerly  remarked  Lieute- 
nant Johnstone — "see  how  they  aro  flying 
to  their  canoes,  bounding  and  leaping  like 
so  many  devils  broko  loose  from  their 
chains.  Thefire  is  nearly  deserted  already." 

"  The  schooner — the  schooner  1"  shouted 
Captain  Erskine.  "By  heaven,  our  own  gal- 
lant schooner  1  see  how  beautifully  she  drives 
past  tho  island.  It  was  her  gun  wo  heard, 
intended  as  a  signal  to  prepare  us  for  her 
appearance." 

A  thrill  of  wild  and  indescribable  emo- 
tion passed  through  every  heart.  Every  ey  o 
was  turned  upon  tho  point  to  which  atten- 
tion was  now  directed.  The  graceful  vessel, 
withevery  stitch  of  canvass  set,  was  shooting 
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,  skirting  tlio 
her  hull ;  and  in 


rapidly  past  tho  low  bushes 

sands  that  Htill  concealed 

a  moment  or  two  sho  loomed  largely  and 

proudly  on  tho  bosom  of  tho  Detroit,  tho 

Burfaco  of  which  was  slightly  curled  with 

a  north-western  breeze. 

'•Safe,  by  Jupiter!"  exclaimed  tho  delight- 
ed Erskine,  dropping  tho  j,'lass  upon  tho 
rampart,  and  rubbing  his  hands  together 
with  every  manifestation  of  joy. 

"  Thelndiiins  are  in  chase,  "  said  Lieut- 
enant Boy  CO  ;"  upwards  of  fifty  canoes  aro 
following  the  schooner's  wake.  But  Dan- 
vers  will  soon  givo  us  an  account  of  their 
Lilliputian  fleet. 

"  Let  tho  troops  bo  held  in  readiness  for 
a  sortie,  Mr.  Lawsoh,"  said  tlio  governor, 
who  had  joined  his  oflicers  just  as  the  schoon- 
er cleared  tho  island  ;"  wo  must  cover 
their  landing,  or  with  this  host  of  savages 
in  pursuit,  thoy  will  never  effect  it  alive," 

During  tho  whole  of  this  brief  but  excit- 
ing scene,  tho  heart  of  Charles  do  Ilaldimar 
beat  audibly.  A  thousand  hopes  and  fears 
rushed  confusedly  on  his  mind,  and  ho  ^vas 
as  one  bewildered  by,  and  scarcely  crediting, 
what  ho  saw.  Could  Clara, — could  liis  cou- 
sin— coul  1  his  brother — could  his  friend  bo 
on  board  ?  He  scarcely  dared  to  ask  him- 
self these  questions  :  still  it  was  with  a  flutr 
tering  heart  in  whicn  hope,  however,  pre- 
dominated, that  ho  hastened  to  execute  an 
order  of  his  captain,   that  boro  immediate 


reference  to  his 
guard. 


duty  as  subaltern  of  tho 


CHAPTER  XXVL 

Meanwhile  the  schooner  dashed  rapidly 
along,  her  hull  occasionally  liid  from  tho 
view  of  those  assembled  on  the  ramparts 
by  some  intervening  orchard  or  cluster  of 
houses,  but  her  tall  spars  glittering  in  their 
cover  of  white  canvass,  and  marking  tho 
direction  of  her  course.  At  length  she 
came  to  a  point  in  the  river  that  offered 
no  other  interruption  to  tlio  eye  than  what 
arose  from  tho  presence  of  almost  all  tho 
inhabitants  of  tho  village,  who,  urged  by 
cmiosity  and  surprise,  were  to  be  seen 
crowding  tho  intervening  bank.  Here  tho 
schooner  was  suddenly  put  about,  and  the 
English  colors,  hitherto  concealed  by  the 
folds  of  the  canvass,  Avere  at  length  dis- 
covered proudly  floating  in  the  breeze. 

Immediately  over  tho  gateway  of  the 
fort  there  was  an  elevated  platform,  ap- 
proached by  the  rampart  of  which  it  form- 
ed a  part,  by  some  half  dozen  rudo  steps  on 
either  side ;  and  on  this  platform  was  plac- 
ed a  long  eighteen  pounder,  that  command- 
ed the  whole  extent  of  road  leading  from 
tho  drawbridge  to  the  river.  Hither  the 
oflicers  had  all  repaired,  while  the  schooner 
was  in  the  act  of  passing  the  town;  and 
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now  that,    suddenly    brought  up    in 
wind's  oyo,  sho  rodo  leisurely  in   the 
ing.   every    movement  on    her   dock 
plainly  discernible  with  tho  telescope. 

"Where  can  Danrors  have  hiclall 
crow?"  iirst  spoko  Captain  Erskino; 
count  but  half  a  dozen  hands  altogether 
on  deck,  and  these  aro  barely  sufficient  to 
work  her." 

"Lying  concealed,  and  ready,  no  doubt, 
to  givo  tho  canoes  a  warm  reception,"  ob- 
served Lieutenant  Johnstono  j  "  but  where 
can  our  friends  bo?  Surely,  if  there,  they 
would  show  themselves  to  us." 

There  was  truth  in  this  remark  j  and  each 
felt  discouraged  and  disappointed  that  they 
did  not  ai^poar. 

"There  como  tho  whooping  hell  fiends," 
said  Major  Blackwater.  "By  heaven  tho 
very  water  is  darkened  with  tho  shadows 
of  their  canoes." 

Scarcely  had  ho  spoken,  when  tho  vessel 
WS13  suddenly  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of 
savages,  whoso  fierce  shouts  rent  tho  air, 
while  their  dripping  paddle--,  gleaming  like 
silver  in  the  rays  of  tho  rising  sun,  were 
alternately  waved  aloft  in  triumph,  and  then 
plunged  into  tho  troubled  element,  which 
they  spurned  in  fury  from  their  blades. 

"What  can  Danvers  bo  about?  Why 
does  ho  not  either  open  his  fire,  or  crowd 
sail  and  away  from  them  ?"  exclaimed  seve- 
ral voices. 

"Tho  detachment  is  in  readiness,  sir," 
said  Mr.  Lawson,  ascending  tho  platform, 
and  addressing  Major  Blackwater. 

"Tho  deck,  tho  deck!"  shouted  Erskine. 

Already  the  eyes  of  several  were  bent  in 
tho  direction  alluded  to  by  the  last  speaker, 
while  those  whoso  attention  had  been  di- 
verted by  tho  approaching  canoes  glanced 
rapidly  to  tho  samo  point.  To  the  surprise 
and  consternation  of  all,  tho  tall  and  well- 
remembered  form  of  tho  warrior  of  tho 
Fleur  do  Lis  was  seen  towering  far  above 
tho  bulwarks  of  tho  schooner;  and  with 
an  expression  in  tho  attitude  ho  had  assum- 
ed, which  on  one  could  mistake  for  other 
than  that  of  triumphant  defiance.  Present- 
ly he  drew  from  the  bosom  of  his  hunting 
coat  a  dark  parcel,  and  springing  into  tho 
rigging  of  the  mainmast,  ascended  within- 
crodiblo  activity  to  tho  point  where  the 
English  ensign  was  faintly  floating  in  tho 
breeze.  This  ho  tore  furiously  away,  and 
rending  it  into  many  pieces,  cast  the  frag- 
ments into  tho  silver  element  beneath  him, 
on  whoso  bosom  they  were  seen  to  float 
among  the  canoes  of  the  savages,  many  of 
whom  possessed  themselves,  with  eagerness, 
of  tho  gaudy  colored  trophies.  Tho  dark 
parcel  was  now  unfolded  by  the  active  war- 
rior, whc,  after  having  waved  it  several 
times  round  his  head,  commenced  attaching 
it  to  the  lines  whence  the  English  ensign 
had  so  recently  been  torn.    It  was  a  largo 
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blnck  flag,  the  purport  of  which  wan  too 
readily  comprohondod  by  the  excited  ottl- 
ccrs. 

"Ilnng  the  rufllan  can  wo  not  mnnngo  to 
mnko  that  flag  servo  as  liis  own  winding 
Klipct  ?"  exclaimed  Captain  Er.skiiio. 
"Come,  Wentworth.  give  vw  a  second  edi- 
tion of  the  sortie  firing;  I  know  no  man 
who  understands  pointing  a  gun  bettor  tlian 
yourself,  and  this  eighteen  pounder  might 
do  some  mischief" 

Tho  idea  was  instantly  cauglit  at  by  the 
oRicor  of  artillery,  who  load  his  consent  in 
tho  eye  of  Colonel  do  llaldimar.  Ilin  com- 
panions made  way  on  either  side ;  and  seve- 
ral gunners,  wlio  were  already  at  their  sta- 
tions, having  advanced  to  work  tliojtieceat 
tho  command  of  their  captain,  it  was 
speedily  brouglit  to  boar  upon  tho  schooner. 

"  Tliis  will  do,  I  think,"  said  Wentworth, 
ns,  glancing  liis  experienced  eyo  carefully 
along  tho  gun,  ho  found  it  pointed  imme- 
diately on  tho  gigantic  frameof  tho  warrior. 
"  If  this  chain-shot  miss  him,  it  will  bo 
through  no  fault  of  mine." 

Every  eye  was  now  riveted  on  tho  main 
mast  of  the  schooner,  whore  the  wairior  was 
still  engaged  in  altaching  tho  portentous 
flag.  The  gunner,  wlio  hold  tho  matcli,  obey- 
ed the  silent  signal  of  his  captain  ;  and  tho 
massive  iron  was  hoard  ruishing  past  tho 
officers,  bound  on  its  murderous  mission. 
A  moment  or  two  of  intense  anxiety  elaps- 
ed ;  and  when  at  length  the  rollir'^  -ol- 
unies  of  smoke  gradually  floated  away,  to 
tho  dismay  and  disappointment  of  all,  tlio 
fierce  warrior  was  seen  standing  apparently 
unharmed  on  tho  same  spot  in  tho  rigging. 

Tho  shot  had,  however,  been  well  aimed 
for  a  largo  rant  in  tho  outstretched  canvass, 
closo  at  his  side,  and  about  mid-height  of 
his  person,  marked  tho  direction  it  had 
taken.  Again  ho  toro  away,  and  triumph- 
antly waved  the  blaokflag  around  his  head, 
while  from  liis  capacious  lungs  there  burst 
yells  of  defiance  and  scorn,  that  could  be 
distinguished  for  hip  ovm  even  at  that  dis- 
tance. This  done,  ho  again  secured  the 
death  symbol  to  its  place ;  and  ghding  to  the 
deck  by  a  single  rope,  appeared  to  give 
orders  to  tho  few  men  of  the  crew  who  wore 
to  be  seen  ;  for  every  stitch  of  canvass  was 
again  made  to  fill,an(l  the  vessel,  bounding 
forward  before  the  breeze  then  blowing 
upon  her  quarter,  shot  rapidly  behind  the 
town,  and  was  finally  seen  to  cast  anchor 
in  the  navigable  channel  that  divides  Hog 
Island  from  the  shores  of  Canada. 

At  the  discharge  of  tho  eighteen  poun- 
der, tho  river  had  been  suddenly  cleared, 
as  if  by  magic,  of  every  canoe ;  while,  warn- 
ed by  the  same  danger,  the  groups  of 
inhabitants,  assembled  on  tho  bank,  had 
rushed  for  shelter  to  their  respective 
homes ;  so  that,  when  the  schooner  disap- 
peared, not  a  vestige  of  human  life  was  to 
--  9 


be  soon  along  that  vista  80  recently  peopled 
with  liuman  forms.  An  order  from  Colonel 
do  ibddimarto  the  adjuvant,  countermand- 
ing tho  sortie,  was  Iho  first  int(>rruptiou 
to  tho  silence  that  lui<l  ooiitinuod  to  por- 
vado  the  little  band  of  oflioors;  and  two  or 
throe  of  these  having  hastoncd  to  tlio  wes- 
tern front  of  tho  rampart,  in  order  to  obtain 
a  more  distinct  view  of  tlio  movomonts  of 
,tiio  Hchoonor,  their  example  was  six-odiiy 
followed  liy  (ho  romaindor,  all  of  wlioiii 
now  ((uitted  tho  jilatform,  and  repaired  to 
tho  Hunio  point. 

lloro,  witli  tho  aid  of  their  telescopes, 
thoy  again  distinotly  oonunandod  a  view 
of  tho  vessel,  which  lay  motionless  closo 
under  tho  nandy  beach  of  tho  island,  and 
oxhihiting  all  tlio  teohnioalitios  of  skill  in 
tho  disposition  of  sails  and  yards  peculiar 
to  tho  i)roi'ossion.  In  vain,  however,  was 
every  eye  strained  to  discover,  among  tlio 
multitudos  of  savages  that  kept  momen- 
t uily  leaping  to  her  deck,  tho  forms  of 
those  in  whom  thoy  were  most  interested. 
A  group  of  some  half  dozen  men,  apparent- 
ly common  sailors,  and  those,  in  all  proba- 
bility, whose  services  Ivid  been  compelled  in 
tlio  workuig  of  tho  vessel,  were  tho  only 
evidences  that  civilized  man  formed  a  por- 
tion of  that  grotesque  assemblage.  These 
with  tluir  arms  evidently  bound  behind 
their  backs,  and  placed  on  one  of  the  gang- 
ways, wore  only  visible  at  intervals,  as  the 
band  of  savages  that  surrountled  them, 
brandishing  their  tomahawks  around  their 
lioads,  occasionally  loft  an  opening  in  tho 
circle.  Tho  formidable  warrior  of  tho  Fleur 
do  Lis  was  no  longer  to  bo  seen,  although 
tho  flag  which  ho  had  hoisted  still  fluttered 
in  the  breeze. 

"All  is  losf,  then,"  ejaculated  tho  gover- 
nor, with  a  mournfalness  of  voice  and 
manner  that  caused  many  of  his  officers 
to  turn  and  regard  Iiim  with  surprise. 
"That  black  flag  announces  tho  tiiumph  of 
my  foe  in  tho  too  certain  destruction  of  my 
children.  Now,  indeed,"  he  concluded  in 
a  lower  tone,  "  for  the  first  time.does  tho 
curse  of  Ellen  Halloway  sit  heavily  upon 
my  soul." 

A  deep  sigh  burst  from  one  immediately 
behind  him.  The  govoi-nor  turned  sud- 
denly round,  and  beheld  his  son.  Never 
did  liuman  countenance  wear  a  character 
of  more  iioignant  misery  than  that  of  tho 
mihappy  Charles  at  tho  moment.  Attract- 
ed by  tho  report  of  tho  cannon,  ho  had 
flowi  to  the  rampart  to  ascertain  tho 
cause,  and  had  reached  his  companions 
only  to  learn  the  s(!rong  hope  bo  recently 
kindled  in  his  breast  was  fled  for  ever. 
His  cheek,  over  which  hung  his  neglected 
hair,  was  now  palo  as  marble,  and  his  lips 
bloodless  and  parted ;  yet,  not  withstand- 
ing tliis  intensity  of  personal  sorrow  a 
tear  had  started  to  his  eye,  apparently 
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wrung  from  him  by  thin  unusual  expres- 
Blon  of  dismay  in  hia  father. 

"Charles — my  son — my  only  now  re- 
maining child,"  murmuretl  the  governor 
with  emotion,  m  ho  roraiirked  una  Hturtod 
lit  tho  dcutii-liku  imago  of  tho  youth  j 
"  look  not  thuB,  or  you  will  utterly  unman 
me." 

A  sudden  and  involuntiiry  impulse 
caused  him  to  extend  his  urms.  Tlio  young 
officer  sprang  forward  into  tho  proilerod 
embrace,  and  sank  his  hoiul  upon  the 
check  of  his  father.  It  was  the  first  time 
ho  had  enjoyctl  that  privilege  j-ince  his 
childhood;  and  even  overwhelmed  as  ho 
was  by  his  affliction,  ho  felt  it  <looply. 

This  short  but  touchuig  scene  was  witness- 
e<.l  by  their  companions,  without  levity  in 
any,  and  with  emotion  by  several.  None 
felt  moro  gratified  ut  this  demonstration 
of  parental  ufTection  for  the  sensitive  boy, 
than  Blossingtoii  and  Erskine. 

'•I  cannot  yet  persuade  myself,''  observ- 
ed tho  former  ofiicer,  as  the  colonel  again 
assumed  that  dignity  of  demeanor  which 
had  been  momentarily  lost  sight  of  in  the 
ebullition  of  his  feelings, — '•  I  cannot  yet 
persuade  myself  things  are  altogether  so 
bad  as  they  appear.  It  is  true  the  schooner 
is  in  tlie  posses-sion  of  tho  enemy,  but  there 
is  nothing  to  }provo  oui^  friends  are  on 
board." 

"If  you  had  reason  to  know  him  into 
whoso  hands  she  has  fallen,  as  I  do,  you 
would  think  diflerently,  Captain  Blessing- 
ton,"  returned  tho  governor.  "That  mys- 
terious being,"  he  pursued,  after  a  short 
pause,  "  would  never  have  made  this  parade 
of  his  conquest,  had  it  related  merely  to  a 
few  lives,  wliich  to  him  aro  "c^"  utter  insig- 
nificance. Tho  very  substitution  of  yon 
black  flag,  in  his  insolent  triumph,  was  the 
pledge  of  redemption  of  a  threat  breathed 
in  my  ear  within  this  very  fori ,  ^n  what 
occasion  I  need  not  state,  sin/^r  tha  vents 
connected  with  that  unhappy  nic'it  .u-e  still 
fresh  in  the  recollections  of  u-  <'''■.''.  Thathr 
is  my  personal  enemy,  gentle  im;).,  it  would 
bo  in  vain  to  disguise  from  you ;  although 
who  he  is  or  of  what  nature  his  emnity,  it 
imports  not  now  to  enter  upon.  Suffice  it, 
I  have  little  doubt  my  cliildren  are  in  his 
power ;  but  whether  the  black  flag  indicates 
they  are  no  more,  or  that  tho  tragedy  is 
only  in  preparation,  I  confess  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand. 

Deeply  affected  by  tho  evident  despon- 
dency that  had  dictated  these  unusual  ad- 
missions on  the  part  of  their  chief,  the 
officers  were  forward  to  combat  the  infer- 
ences he  had  drawn  ;  several  coinciding  in 
the  opinion  now  expressed  by  Captain  Wont- 
worth,  that  the  fact  of  the  schooner  liaving 
fallen  into  tho  hands  of  the  savages  by  r.c 
Jiieans  implied  tho  capture  of  the  fort 
whence  she  came ;  since  it  was  not  at  all 


unlikely  she  had  been  chased  during  a  calm 
by  tho  numerous  canoes  into  tho  Sinclair, 
where,  owing  to  tho  extreme  narrowneHs  of 
the  river,  she  liad  fallen  an  easy  prey. 

"Moreover,"  observed  Captahi  Blessing- 
ton,  "it  is  highly  improbable  tho  ferocious 
warrior  could  hftV(^  succeeded  in  capturing 
any  others  than  tho  unfortunate  crow  of  tho 
schooner;  for  had  this  been  tho  case,  ho 
would  not  have  lost  tho  opportunity  of 
crowning  liia  triumph  by  exhibiting  his 
victims  to  our  view  in  some  conspicuoun 
part  of  tho  vessel." 

"This,  I  grant  you,"  rejoined  tho  gover- 
nor "  to  b(i  ono  solitary  circumstance  m  our 
favor;  but  may  it  not,  after  all,  merelv 
prove  that  our  worst  apprehensions  aro  al- 
ready realised  ?" 

"Hois  not  ono,  mothinks,  sinco  ven- 
geance seems  his  aim,  to  exercise  it  in  so 
summary,  and  therefore  merciful,  a  manner. 
Depend  upon  it,  colonel,  had  any  one  of 
those  in  wliom  wo  aro  moro  immediately 
interested,  fallen  into  his  liands,  ho  would 
not  havo  failed  to  insult  and  agonize  us  by 
an  exhibition  of  liis  prisoners." 

"  You  are  right,  Blossington,"  exclaimed 
Charles  do  llaldimar,  in  a  voice  that  his 
choking  feelings  rendered  almost  sepulchral ; 
"ho  is  not  one  to  exercise  his  vengeance  in 
a  summary  and  merciful  manner.  The  deed 
is  yet  unaccomplished,  for  even  now  the 
cursi- of  Ellon  llalloway  rings  again  in  my 
ear,  and  tells  me  the  atoning  blood  must  be 
spilt  on  tho  grave  of  her  husband." 

Tho  pecidiar  tone  in  which  these  words 
were  uttered,  caused  eveiy  one  present  to 
turn  and  regard  tho  speaker,  for  they  recall- 
ed tho  prophetic  language  of  tho  unhappy 
woman.  Tliero  was  now  a  wildness  of  ex- 
pression in  his  handsome  features,  marking 
tho  mind  utterly  dead  to  hope,  yet  strug- 
gling to  work  itself  up  to  passive  endurance 
of  tho  worst.  Colonel  de  llaldimar  sighed 
painfully,  as  he  bent  his  eyo  half  reproach- 
fully on  the  dull  and  attenuated  features  of 
of  his  son ;  and  although  lie  spoko  not,  his 
look  betrayed  the  anguish  that  allusion  had 
called  up  to  his  heart. 

"Ha!  what  new  movement  is  that  on 
the  ])art  of  the  savages?"  exclaimed  Capt- 
tain  Erskine,  who  had  kept  his  glass  to  his 
eye  mechanically,  and  chiefly  with  a  view 
of  hiding  the  emotion  jDroduced  in  him  by 
tho  almost  uifantino  despair  of  the  younger 
do  llaldimar  :  "  surely  it  is — yet,  no,  it 
cannot  be — yes,  see  how  they  are  dragging 
several  prisoners  from  the  wood  to  the 
beach.  I  can  distinctly  see  a  man  in  a 
blanket  coat,  and  two  others  considerably 
tailor,  and  apparently  sailors.  But  look, 
behind  them  are  two  females  in  European 
chess.  Almighty  heaven !  there  can  be 
no  doubt." 

A  painful  pause  ensued.  Every  other 
glass  and  eye  was  levelled  in  the  same  di- 
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rection ;  and,  ob  Ernkino  had  doncrihod  it, 
a  party  of  Indiann  Wf»ro  neon,  by  thos«  wlio 
hoci  tho  telescope,  conducting  five  prinoners 
towards  a  oanoo  that  lay  in  tho  channel, 
communicating  from  th<»i  island  with  tho 
main  land  on  tho  Detroit  ;diorc.  Into  the 
bottom  of  theso  they  woro  ])r«'HPntly  Imd- 
dlod,  HO  that  only  their  heads  and  shoul- 
ders were  V'  'hie  above  the  gunwale  of  the 
frail  bark.  I'vesontly  a  tall  warrior  was 
seen  hounding  from  the  wood  towards  tho 
beuch.  The  crowd  of  gesticulating  Indians 
made  way,  and  tho  wan-ior  was  seen  to 
stoop  nnd  apply  his  shoulder  t^)  tho  ouioo, 
one  half  of  which  was  high  and  dry  upon 
tho  sanils.  The  heavily  laden  vessel  obey- 
ed tho  impetus  with  a  rapidity  that  proved 
tho  muscular  power  of  him  who  gave  it. 
Like  some  wild  animal,  instinct  with  lifo,  it 
lashed  the  foaming  waters  from  its  bows, 
and  left  a  deep  and  gurgling  fuirow  wliero 
it  passed.  As  it  quitted  the  shore  the 
warrior  sprang  lightly  in,  taking  his  station 
at  the  stern;  atid  whili>liis  tall  and  remark- 
able figure  bont  nimbly  to  the  movement, 
ho  dashed  his  paddle  from  right  to  left  al- 
ternately in  tho  stream,  with  a  quickness 
that  rendered  it  almost  invisible  to  the  eye. 
Presently  the  canoo  disappeared  round  an 
intervening  headland,  and  the  officers  lost 
sight  of  it  altogether. 

" The  portrait,  Charles;  what  have  you 
done  with  the  portrait?"  exclaimed  Captain 
Blessington,  actuated  by  a  sudden  recol- 
lection, and  with  a  trepidation  in  his  voice 
and  manner  that  spoko  volumes  of  despair 
to  tho  younger  <le  Ilaldimar.  "  This  is  our 
only  hope  of  solving  tho  mystery.  Quick, 
give  mo  tho  portrait,  if  you  havo  it." 

Tho  young  officer  hurriedly  tore  tho  min- 
iature from  tho  breast  of  liis  uniform,  and 
pitched  it  through  the  interval  that  sepa- 
rated him  from  his  captain,  who  stood  a 
few  feet  off;  but  with  so  uncertain  and 
trembling  an  aim.  it  missed  tho  hand  ex- 
tended to  secure  it,  and  fell  upon  the  very 
stone  the  youth  had  formerly  pointed  out 
to  Blessington,  as  marking  tho  particular 
spot  on  which  ho  stood  during  the  execu- 
tion of  Ilalloway.  Tho  violence  of  tho  fall 
separated  the  back  of  the  frame  from  the 
picture  itself,  when  suddenly  a  piece  of 
white  and  crumpled  paper  apparently  part 
of  tho  back  of  a  letter,  yet  cut  the  size  and 
shape  of  tho  miniature,  was  exhibited  to 
tho  view  of  all. 

"Ha !"  resumed  the  gratified  Blessington; 
as  he  stooped  to  possess  himself  of  the 
prize;  "  I  knew  tho  miniature  would  be 
found  to  contain  some  intelligence  from 
our  friends.  It  is  only  this  moment  it  oc- 
curred to  me  to  take  it  to  pieces,  but  acci- 
dent, has  anticipated  my  purpose.  May 
the  omen  prove  a  good  one  1  But  what 
have  we  here  ?" 

With  some  difficulty,  the  anxious  officer 


now  suweedcfl  in  making  out  the  ohftrM< 
t*in,  whieh.  in  d<>fault  of  pen  or  |>enoil, 
liftd  l)een  formed  by  the  |)ncking  of  a  fine 
pin  on  tho  paper.  Tho  biokon  sentences, 
oti  whieh  the  whole  of  the  group  now  hung 
with  greedy  ear,  run  nearly  as  follows  :— 
"  All  i»  lost.  Miehillimaekinao  is  taken. 
VV(>  are  prisoners,  antl  doomeil  to  die  with- 
in  eight  and  forty  hours.  Alas!  (Jliua  and 
Madeline  aro  of  our  nuinbtsr.  Still  there 
is  a  hojje,  if  my  father  deem  it  pni<lent 
to  ineur  the  risk.  A  surpri.-n-,  wt'll  manag- 
ed, jnay  do  much;  butitnmst  be  to-mor- 
row night ;  forty-eight  boui-s  more  and  it 
will  1)0  of  no  iivail.  He  who  will  ileliver 
this  is  oiu-  friend,  and  the  enemy  of  my 
father's  enemy.  Ho  will  be  in  the  spot  at 
the  sarno  hour  to-morrow  night,  and  will 
conduct  tho  detachment  to  wherever  we 
may  chaneo  to  bt\  If  you  f  lil  in  your  en- 
terprise, receive  our  lost  prayers  for  a  less 
disastrous  fate.     Uotl  bless  you  all  I" 

The  blootl  ran  coldly  through  every  vein 
tluring  the  perusal  of  those  important  sen- 
tences, but  not  one  word  of  comment  was 
offered  by  in  individual  of  the  group.  No 
explanation  was  necessary.  The  captives 
in  tho  canoe,  the  tall  warrior  in  its  stem, 
all  sufficiently  betrayed  tho  horrible  truth. 
Colonel  do  Ilaldimar  at  length  turned  an 
emiuiruig  look  at  his  two  cjiptains,  and 
then  addressing  tho  adjutant,  asked — " 
What  companies  are  off  duty  to-day  Mr. 
Lawson  ?' ' 

"Mine,"  said  Blessington,  with  an 
energy  that  denottKl  how  deeply  rejoiced 
he  felt  at  the  fact,  without  giving  the  adju- 
tant time  to  reply. 

"And  mine,"  impetuously  added  Cap- 
tain Erskine ;  "  and  (with  on  oath)  I  will 
answer  for  them  ;  they  never  embarked  on 
a  duty  of  tliat  sort  with  greater  zeal  than 
they  will  on  this  occasion." 

"Gentlemen,  I  thank  you,"  said  Colonel 
do  Ilaldimar,  with  deep  emotion,  as  he 
stepped  forward  and  graspoil  in  turn  the 
hands  of  tho  generous-hearted  officers. 
"  To  heaven,  and  to  your  exertions,  do  I 
commit  my  children  1" 

"  Any  artillery,  colonel  ?"  enquired  tho 
officer  of  that  corps. 

"No  Wentworth,  no  artillery.  What- 
ever remains  to  bo  done,  must  bo  achieved 
by  the  bayonet  alone,  and  under  favor  of 
the  darkness.  Gentlemen,  again  I  thank 
you  for  tliis  generous  interest  in  my  child- 
ren— this  forwardness  in  an  enteri)rise  „  oa 
which  depend  the  lives  of  so  many  dear 
friends.  I  am  not  given  to  express  warm 
emotion,  but  I  do,  indeed,  appreciate  this 
conduct  deeply."  He  then  moved  away, 
desiring  Mr.  Lawson,  as  ho  quitted  the  ram- 
part, to  cause  the  men  for  this  service  to 
be  got  in  instant  readiness. 

Following  the  example  of  their  colonel. 
Captains  Blessington  and  Erskine  quitted 
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the  rampart  also,  hastening  to  satisfy  them- 
selves by  personal  inspection  of  the  effici- 
ency in  ull  respects  of  their  several  com- 
panies ;  and  in  a  few  minutes,  the  only  in- 
dividual to  he  seen  in  that  quarter  of  the 
works  was  the  sentinel  who  had  been  a 
silent  and  pained  witness  of  all  that  passed 
among  his  officers. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

Sufficient  has  been  shown,  from  the  con- 
versations among  his  officers,  elsewhere 
transcribed,  to  account  for  the  governo'-'s 
conduct  in  the  case  of  ilalloway.  That  the 
recommendations  of  his  son.  Captain  de 
Haldimar,  had  not  been  attended  to,  arose 
not  from  any  particular  ill-will  towards  the 
unhappy  man,  but  simply  because  he  had 
always  been  in  the  habit  of  making  his  own 
selections  from  the  ranks,  and  that  the  pre- 
sent recommendation  had  been  warmly  urg- 
ed by  one  whom  he  fancied  pretended  to  a  dis- 
crimination superior  to  his  own,  in  pointing 
out  merits  that  had  escaped  his  observation. 
It  might  be,  too,  that  there  was  a  latent 
pride  about  the  manner  of  Ilalloway  that 
displeased  and  dissatisfied  one  who  looked 
upon  his  subordinates  as  things  that  were 
amenable  to  the  haughtiness  of  his  glance, 
— not  enough  of  deference  in  his  demeanor, 
nor  of  supplicating  obsequiousness  in  his 
speech,  to  entitle  him  to  the  promotion  pray- 
ed for.  Whatever  the  motive,  there  was 
nothing  of  personality  to  influence  him  in 
the  rejection  of  the  appeal  made  in  favor  of 
one  who  had  never  injured  him ;  but  who, 
on  the  contraiy,  as  the  whole  of  the  regi- 
ment could  attest,  had  saved  the  life  of  his 
son. 

Rigid  disciplinarian  as  he  was,  and  hold- 
ing himself  responsible  for  the  safety  of  the 
garrison,  it  was,  but  natural,  when  the  dis- 
covery had  been  made  of  the  unaccountable 
unfastening  of  the  gate  of  the  fort,  suspi- 
cion of  no  ordinary  kind  should  attach  to 
the  sentinel  posted  there;  and  that  he 
should  steadily  refuse  all  credence  to  a 
story  weai-ing  so  much  appearance  of  impro- 
bability. Proud,  and  inflexible,  and  bigoted 
to  first  impressions,  his  mind  was  closed 
against  those  palliating  circumstances, 
which,  adduced  by  Ilalloway  in  his  defence, 
had  so  moinly  contributed  to  stamp  the 
conviction  of  his  moral  innocence  on  the 
miads  of  his  judges  and  the  attentive  audi- 
tory ;  and  could  ho  even  have  conquered 
his  pride  so  far  as  to  have  admitted  the  be- 
lief of  that  innocence,  still  the  military 
crime  of  which  ho  had  been  guilty,  in  in- 
fringing a  positive  order  of  the  garrison, 
■was  in  itself  sL-.fficient  to  call  forth  all  the 
unrelenting  severity  of  his  naturo.  Through- 
out the  whole  of  tho  proceedings  subse- 
quently instituted,  he  had  acted  and  spoken 


from  a  perfect  conviction  of  the  treason  of 
the  unfortunate  soldier,  and  with  tho  full- 
est impression  of  the  falsehood  of  all  that 
had  been  offered  in  his  defence.     The  con- 
siderations that  influenced  the  minds  of  his 
officers,  foimd  no  entrance  into  his  proud 
breast,  which  was  closed  against  eveiything 
but  his    own  dignified   sense  of  superior 
judgment.    Could    he,    like    them,    have 
given  credence  to  the  tale  of  Ilalloway,  or 
really  have  believed  that  Captain  de  Haldi- 
mar, educated  under  his  own  military  eye, 
could  have  been  so  wanting  in  subordina- 
tion, as  not  merely  to  have  infringed  a  posi- 
tive order  of  the  garrison,  but  to  have  made 
a  private  soldier  of  that  garrison  accessory 
to  his]|delinquency,  it  is  more  than  probable 
his  stem  habits  of  military  discipline  would 
have  caused  him  to  overlook  the  offence  of 
the  soldier,  in  deeper  indignation  at  the 
conduct  of  the  infinitely  more  culpable  of- 
ficer ;  but  not  one  word  did  he  credit  of  a 
statement,  which  he  assiuned  had  been  got 
up  by  the  prisoner  with  the  mero  view  of 
shielding  himself  from  punishment;   and 
when  to  these  suspicions  of  his  fidelity  waa 
attached  the  fact  of  the  introduction  of  his 
alarming  visitor,  it  must  be  confessed  his 
motives  for  indulging  in  this  belief  were  not 
without  foundation. 

Tlie  impatience  manifested  during  the 
trial  of  Halloway  was  not  a  result  of  any 
desire  of  systematic  persecution,  but  of  a 
sense  of  wounded  dignity.  It  was  a  thing 
unlieard  of,  and  unpardonable  in  his  eyes, 
for  a  private  soldier  to  assert,  in  his  pre- 
sence, his  honor  and  his  respectability  in 
extenuation,  even  while  admitting  the  jus- 
tice of  a  specific  charge ;  and  when  he  re- 
marked the  court  listening  with  that  pro- 
found attention,  which  tho  peculiar  history 
of  tho  prisoner  had  excited,  he  could  not 
repress  the  manifestation  of  his  anger.  In 
justice  to  him,  however,  it  must  be  acknow- 
ledged that,  in  causing  tho  charge  to  which 
tho  unfortunate  man  pleaded  guilty,  to  be 
framed,  he  had  only  acted  from  the  convic- 
tion that,  on  the  two  first,  there  was  not 
sufficient  evidence  to  condemn  one  whoso 
crime  was  as  clearly  established,  to  his 
judgment,  as  if  he  had  been  an  eye-witnesa 
of  the  treason.  It  is  true,  he  availed  himself 
of  Halloway's  voluntary  confession,  to  effect 
his  condemnation  ;  but  estimating  him  as 
a  traitor,  he  felt  little  delicacy  was  necessa- 
ry to  be  observed  on  that  score. 

Much  of  tho  despotic  military  character 
of  Colonel  de  Haldimar  had  deen  commu- 
nicated to  his  private  life  ;  so  much,  indeed 
that  his  sons, — both  of  whom,  it  has  been 
seen,  were  of  natures  that  belied  their 
origin  from  so  stern  a  stock, — were  kept 
at  nearly  as  great  a  distance  from  him  as 
any  other  subordinates  of  his  regimen  ♦^^. 
But  although  he  seldom  indulged  in  manifes- 
tations of  parental  regard  towards  those 
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whom  he  looked  upcn  rather  as  inferiors 
in  military  rank,  than  as  beings  connected 
with  him  by  the  ties  of  blood,  Colonel  de 
Ilaldimar  was  not  without  that  instinctive 
love  for  his  children,  which  every  animal 
in  the  creation  feels  for  its  offspring.  lie 
also,  valued  and  took  a  i^rido  in,  because 
they  reflected  a  certain  degree  of  lustre 
upon  hinaself,  the  talents  and  accomplish- 
ments of  his  eldest  son,  who,  moreover, 
was  a  brave,  enterprising  oflBcer,  and,  only 
wanted,  in  his  father's  estimation,  that 
severity  of  carriage  and  hauteur  of  deport- 
ment, befitting  his  son,  to  render  him  per- 
fect. As  for  Charles, — the  gentle,  bland, 
winning,  universally  conciliating  Charles, — 
he  looked  upon  him  as  a  mere  weak  boy,  who 
could  never  hope  to  arrive  at  any  post  of 
distinction,  if  only  by  reason  of  the  extreme 
delicacy  of  his  physical  organisation; 
and  to  have  shown  anything  like  resjiect 
for  his  character,  indulged  in  any  expres- 
sion of  tenderness  for  one  so  far  below  his 
estimate  of  what  a  soldier,  a  child  of  his, 
ought  to  be,  would  have  been  a  conces- 
sion of  which  his  proud  nature  was  incapa- 
ble. In  his  daughter  Clara,  however,  the 
gentleness  of  sex  claimed  the  warmer  affec- 
tion wliich  was  denied  to  him  who  resem- 
bled her  in  almost  every  attribute  of  mind 
and  person.  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar  doated 
on  hisdaugliter  with  a  tenderness,  for  which 
few  who  wero  familiar  with  his  harsh  and 
unbending  nature,  ever  gave  him  credit. 
She  was  the  imago  of  one  on  whom  all  of 
love  that  ho  ha  dever  known  had  been  cen- 
tered ;  ajd  ho  had  continued  in  Clara  an 
affection,  that  seemed  in  itself  to  form  a 
portion,  distinct  and  apart  of  liis  existence. 
We  have  already  seen,  asstated  byCharles 
dejialdimar  to  tho  unf'  itunatewifeof  Ilal- 
loway,  with  \\  h  ■ '  litt\»  success  he  had  plead- 
ed in  tho  i'ioev/ii  /  '• ':  had  requested  of 
his  father  for  tho  pi  cserver  of  his  gallant 
broth  Oil  L  li^.v,  prd  we  have  also  seen  how 
equally /noicien  J  was  the  lowly  and  suppli- 
cating angu;  -h  of  that  ^vretched  beuig,when, 
on  quitting  ho  apartment  of  his  son,  Colo- 
nel de  Hal  Ji  oar  had  s^o  unexpectedly  found 
himself  rlaeTcd  in  her  de  ^pairing  embrace. 
There  was  little  to  bo  expected  from  an  in- 
tercession on  the  part  of  one  claiming  so 
little  ascendancy  over  his  father's  heurt  as 
the  universally  esteemed  young  ofBcev ;  still 
less  from  one  who,  in  her  slirick  of  agony, 
had  exposed  tlio  haughty  chief  to  the  ob- 
servation both  of  men  ond  offiirir;,  nidim- 
der  c-.'.'cumstances  that  caued  his  position 
to  border  on  tho  ludicrous.  But  rc/vever 
these  considerations  mi^^ht  have  ailed  in 
effect,  there  was  another  wliicl  (saeoldier, 
he  could  not  wholly  ovoi}ooP.  '".I'^lioup^ 
he  had  offered  no  commt  *./ 1  ».  a  vno  ex- 
traordinary recommendatic  a  to  .•oercy  an- 
nexed to  the  sentence  of  the  ptiscuc.  it 
Lad  a  certain  weight  with  him  -,  and  he  felt, 


all  absolute  even  as  he  was,  he  could  not, 
ivithout  exciting  strong  dissatisfaction 
among  his  troops,  refuse  attention  to  a  do- 
cument so  powerfully  worded,  and  bearing 
the  signature  and  approval  of  so  old  and 
valuable  an  oflScer  as  Captain  Blessington. 
His  determination,  therefore,  had  been 
^rmed,  even  before  liis  visit  to  his  son,  to 
act  as  circumstances  might  require;  and, 
in  the  meanwhile,  ho  commanded  every 
preparation  for  the  execution  to  bo  made. 

In  causing  a  strong  detachment  to  be 
marched  to  the  conspicuous  point  chosen 
for  his  purpose,  he  had  acted  from  a  con- 
viction of  tlie  necessity  of  showmg  the  ene- 
my the  treason  of  the  soldier  had  been  de- 
tected ;  reserving  to  himself  tho  determi- 
nation of  carrying  tho  sentence  into  fuU  ef- 
fect, or  pardoning  the  condemned,  as  the' 
event  might  Avarrant.  Not  one  moment,, 
meanwhile,  did  he  doubt  the  guilt  of  Hal- 
loway,  %vhose  description  of  tho  person  of 
his  enemy  was,  in  itself,  to  him,  confirma- 
tory evidence  of  liis  treason.  It  is  doubt- 
ful whether  he  would,  ua  anyway,  have  been 
influenced  by  the  recommendation  of  the 
court,  had  the  first  charges  been  substan- 
tiated ;  but  as  there  was  nothing  but  con- 
jecture to  bear  out  these,  and  as  the  prison- 
er had  been  convicted  only  on  the  groimd 
of  suffering  Captain  do  Ilaldunar  to  quit 
tho  fort  contrary  to  orders,  he  felt  he  might 
possibly  go  too  far  in  carrying  the  capital 
piuiishment  into  effect,  in  decided  opposi- 
tion to  tho  general  feeling  of  the  garrison, 
— both  of  officers  and  men. 

When  tlie  shot  was  subsequently  fired  from 
tho  hut  of  the  Canadian,  and  the  daring 
rifleman  recognised  as  the  same  fearful  in- 
dividual who  had  gained  access  to  his  apart- 
ment the  preceding  night,  conviction  of  the 
guilt  of  Ilalloway  came  even  deeper  homo 
to  tho  mind  of  tho  governor.  It  was  through 
Francois  alone  that  a  communication  was 
kept  up  secretly  between  tho  garrison  and 
several  of +ho  Canadians  without  tho  fort; 
and  the  very  fact  of  tho  mysterious  warrior 
li  -rjr  -  '  .pen  there  so  recently  after  liis  da- 
ring -..torprise,  bore  evidence  that  what- 
ever treason  was  in  operation,  had  been 
carried  on  through  tho  instrumentality  of 
min3  ho-;t  of  tho  Flour  do  Lis.  In  proof, 
moreover,  there  was  the  hat  of  Donellan, 
and  the  very  rope  Ilalloway  had  stated 
lO  1)0  that  by  which  the  unfortunate 
r>^oer  had  effected  his  exit.  Colonel 
de  ilaldimar  wa."  not  one  given  to  indulge 
ill  tho  mysterious  or  to  believe  in  the 
romantic.  Everything  was  plain  matter 
of  fact,  as  it  now  appeared  before  him;  and 
ho  thought  it  evident,  as  though  it  had  been 
written  in  words  of  fire,  that  if  his  Bon  and 
his  unfortunate  servant  had  quitted  the  fort 
in  the  manner  represented,  it  was  no  less 
certai.n  they  had  been  forced  off  by  a  party 
at  tbe  )iead  of  whom   was  his   vmdictiv© 
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enemy,  and  with  the  connivance  of  Hal- 
loway.  We  have  seen  that  after  the  dis- 
covery of  the  sex  of  the  supposed  drummer- 
boy  when  the  prisoners  were  confronted 
together,  Colonel  do  Haldimar  had  closely 
watched  the  expression  of  their  counte- 
nances, but  failed  in  discovering  anytlaing 
thatcould  be  traced  into  evidence  of  a  guilty 
recognition.  Ktill  he  conceived  his  oviginal 
impression  to  have  been  too  forcibly  borne 
out,  even  by  the  even*^*  of  the  last  half  hour, 
to  allow  this  to  have  much  weight  with  him ; 
and  his  determination  to  carry  the  thing 
through  all  its  fearful  preliminary  stages 
became  more  and  more  confirmed. 

In  adopting  this  resolution  in  the  first  in- 
stance, ho  was  not  without  a  hope  that  Hallo- 
way,  standing,  as  he  must  feel  himself  to  be, 
on  the  verge  of  the  grave,  might  be  induced 
to  make  confession  of  his  guilt,  and  com- 
municate whatever  particulars  might  prove 
essential  not  only  to  the  safety  of  the  gar- 
rison generally,  but  to  himself  individually, 
as  far  as  his  personal  enemy  was  concerned. 
With  this  view,  ho  had  charged  Captain 
Blessington,  in  the  course  of  their  march 
from  the  hut  to  tho  fatal  bridge,  to  promise 
a  full  pardon,  provided  he  should  make  such 
confession  of  his  crime  as  would  lead  to  a 
just  appreciation  of  the  evils  likely  to  re- 
sult from  the  treason  that  had  in  part 
been  accomplished.  Even  in  making  this 
provision,  however,  which  was  met  by  the 
prisoner  with  solemn  yet  dignified  reitera- 
tion of  his  innocence.  Colonel  do  Haldimar 
had  not  mado  the  refusal  of  pardon  alto- 
gether conclusive  in  liis  own  mind ;  still, 
in  adopting  this  plan,  there  was  a  ohance 
of  obtaining  a  confession;  and  not  until 
there  was  no  longer  a  prospect  of  the  vm- 
happy  man  being  led  into  that  confession, 
didho  feel  it  imperative  on  him  to  stay  tie 
progress  of  the  tragedy. 

What  the  result  would  have  been,  had  not 
Halloway,  in  the  strong  excitement  of  his 
feelings,  sprung  to  his  feet  upon  tho  coffin, 
uttering  the  exclamation  of  triumph,  is 
scarcely  doubtful.  However  much  the  go- 
vernor night  have  contemned  and  slighted 
a  credulity  in  which  ho  in  no  way  partici- 
j)ated  himself,  he  had  too  muchdiscrimina 
tion  not  to  perceive,  that  to  have  perse- 
vered in  the  capital  punishment  would  have 
been  to  have  rendered  himself  personally 
obnoxious  to  tho  comrades  of  the  condemn- 
ed, whoso  dispirited  air  and  sullen  mien, 
hecleai'lysaw,  denounced  the  punishment  as 
ono  of  unnecessary  rigor.  The  haughty 
commander  was  not  a  man  to  be  intimidat- 
ed by  manifestations  of  discontent ;  neither 
was  ho  one  to  brook  a  epirit  of  insubor- 
dination, however  forcibly  supported ;  he 
he  had  too  much  experience  and  military 
judgment,  not  to  determine  that  this  was 
not  a  moment,  by  foregoing  an  act  of  com- 
pulsory clemoucy,  to  imtU  diviaions  iu  the 


garrison,  when  the  safety  of  all  so  much 
depended  on  the  cheerfulness  and  unani- 
mity with  which  they  lent  themselves  to 
the  arduous  duties  of  defence. 

However  originating  in  policy,  the  lenity 
he  might  have  been  induced  to  have  shoim, 
all  idea  of  the  kind  was  chased  from  his 
mind  by  the  unfortunate  action  of  the 
prisoner.  At  tho  moment  when  the  dis- 
tant heights  resounded  with  the  fierce  yeUs 
of  the  savages,  and  leaping  forms  came 
bounding  down  the  slope,  the  remarkable 
waj'rior  of  the  Fleur  de  Lis — t!  :  fearful 
enemy  who  had  whispered  the  most  demo- 
niac vengeance  in  his  ears  the  preceding 
night, — was  the  only  one  that  met  and 
riveted  the  gaze  of  the  governor.  He 
paused  not  to  observe  or  to  think  who  the 
flying  man  could  be  of  whom  the  myste- 
rious warrior  was  in  pursuit, — neither  did  it, 
indeed,  occur  to  hini  that  it  was  a  pursuit 
at  all.  But  one  idea  Euggest*^  '  itself  to 
his  mind,  and  that  was  an  at "ompt.  at  res- 
cue of  the  condemned  on  the  part  ji"  his  ac- 
complice; and  when  at  length  IJ'vlloway, 
who  bad  av  once,  as  if  by  instinct,  recog- 
nised his  captain  in  the  fugitive,  shouted 
forth  his  gratitude  to  heaven  that  "he  at 
length  approached  who  alono  had  the  power 
to  save  him,"  every  shadow  of  mercy  was 
banished  from  the  mind  of  the  governor, 
who,  laboring  under  a  natural  misconcep- 
tion of  the  causes  of  his  exulting  shout, 
felt  that  justice  imperatively  demanded  her 
victim,  and  no  longer  hesitated  in  awarding 
the  doom  that  became  the  supposed  traitor. 
It  was  under  this  impression  that  he  stern- 
ly gave  and  repeated  the  order  to  fire :  and 
by  this  misjudged  and  severe  althougu  not 
absolutely  cruel  act,  not  only  destroyed 
ona  of  the  noblest  beings  that  ever  wore  a 
soldier's  uniform,  but  entailed  upon  hkr- 
self  and  family  that  terrifio  curse  of  Ki 
maniao  wife,  which  rang  like  a  prophotio 
warning  in  tha  ears  of  allj  and  was  often 
heard  in  the  fitful  startmgs  of  his  own 
ever  after  troubled  slumbers. 

What  his  feelings  were,  when  subsequent- 
ly he  discovered,  in  the  wretched  fugitive 
the  son  whom  ho  already  believed  to  nave 
been  numbered  with  tho  dead,  and  heard 
from  his  lips  a  comfirmation  of  all  that  had 
been  advanced  by  the  unhappy  Halloway, 
we  shall  leavei  it  to  our  readers  to  imagine. 
Still,  even  amid  his  first  regret,  the  ii,t;id 
disciplinarian  was  strong  within  him ;  auu 
no  F.ooncr  had  the  detachment  regained 
the  fort,  after  performing  the  last  offices  of 
intermen',  over  their  iil-fated  comrade,  than 
Captain  de  Haldimar  received  an  intimation, 
through  the  adjutant,  to  consider  himself 
under  close  am-st  for  disobedience  of  or- 
ders. Finally,  LuWfevcr,  he  succeeded  in 
procuring  an  iuterview  with  hLs  father ;  in 
the  course  of  which,  disclosing  the  plot  of 
the  Indians,  and  the  short  period  allo^t^d 
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for  its    being    carried   into  execution,    he 
painted  in    the  most   gloomy   colors   the 
alarming  dangers  which  threatened  them 
all,  and  finished  by  urgently  imploring  his 
father  to  suffer  him  to  make  the  attempt 
to  reach  their  unsuspecting  friends  at  Mic- 
hillimackinac.     Fully  impressed  with  the 
difficulties    attendant    on  a    scheme  that 
offered  so  few  feasible   chances  of  success, 
Colonel  de   Haldimar  for  a  period    denied 
his  concurrence  ;  but  when  at  length  the 
excited  young  man   dwelt  on  the  horrors 
that  would  inevitably  await  his  sister   and 
betrothed  cousin,  were  they  to  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  savages,  these  considerations 
were    found    to  be  effective.      An    after 
arrangement  included  Sir  Everard   Valle- 
tort,  who  had  expressed  a  strong  desire  to 
share  his  danger  in  the  enterprise ;  and  the 
services  of  the  Canadian,   who  had  been 
brought  back  a  prisoner  to  the  fort,   and 
on   whom  promises  and  threats  were  be 
stowed  in  an  equally  lavish  manner,   were 
rendered  available.     In  fact,   without  the 
assistance    of   Francois,    there   was    little 
chance  of  their  effecting  in  safety  the  navi- 
gation of  the  waters  through  which  they 
were  to  pass  to  arrive  at  the  fort.     Ho  it 
was,  who,   when   simmioned  to  attend  a 
conference  among  the  officers,  bearing  on 
the  means  to  be  adopted,   suggested  the 
propriety  of  their  disguising  themselves  as 
Canadian  duck  hunters ;  in  which  character 
they    might  expect  to    pass  unmolested, 
even  if  encountered  by  any  outlying  par- 
ties of  the  savages.     With  the  doubts  that 
had  previously   been  entertained  of   the 
fidelity  of  Fran9ois  there  was  an  air  of  for- 
lovn  hope  given  to  the  enterprise ;  stiU,  as 
the  n^'vn  expressed  sincere  earnestness  of 
desire  to  repay  the  clemency  accorded  liim, 
by  a  fai  i.hful  exercise  of  his  services,   and 
as  the  object  sought  was  one  that  justified 
the  risk,    there  was,   notwithstanding,   a 
latent  hope  cherished  by  all  parties,  that 
Mie    event  would  prove   successful.    We 
have  already  seen  to  what  extent  their  an- 
ticipations were  realized. 

Whether  it  was  that  he  secretly  acknow- 
ledged the  too  excessive  sternness  of  his  jus- 
tice in  regard  to  Halloway  (who  still,  in  the 
true  acceptation  of  facts,  had  been  guilty 
of  a  crime  that  entailed  the  penalty  he  had 
paid, )  or  that  the  apprehension  that  arose 
to  liis  heart  in  regard  to  her  on  whom  he 
yearned  withaU  a  father' s  fondness  governed 
his  conduct,  certain  it  is,  that,  from  the 
hour  of  the  disclosure  made  by  his  son 
Colonel  de  Haldimar  became  an  altered 
man.  Without  losing  any  thing  of  that 
dignity  of  manner,  which  had  hitherto 
been  confounded  with  the  most  repellant 
haughtiness  of  bearing,  his  demeanor 
towards  his  officers  became  more  courteous; 
and  although  as  heretofore,  he  kept  him- 
self entirely  aloof,  except  when  oc-^wions 


of  duty  brought  them  together,  still,  when 
they  did  meet,  there  was  more  of  concilia- 
in  his  manner,  and  less  of  austerity  in  his 
speech.  There  was^  moreover  a  dejection  iu 
his  eye,  strongly  m  contrast  with  his  for- 
mer imperious  glance ;  and  more  than  one 
officer  remarked,  that,  if  liis  days  were  do- 
voted  to  the  customary  practical  arrange- 
ments for  defence,  his  pallid  countenance 
betokened  that  his  nights  were  nights 
rather  of  vigil  than  repose. 

However  natural  and  deep  the  alarm  en- 
tertained for  the  fate  of  the  sister  fort, 
there  could  be  no  apprehension  on  the 
mind  of  Colonel  de  Haldimar  in  regard 
to  his  own ;  since,  furnished  with  the  means 
of  foiling  his  enemies  with  their  own  wea- 
pons of  cunning  and  deceit,  a  few  extraor- 
dinary precautions  alone  were  necessary  to 
secure  all  immunity  from  danger.  What- 
ever might  be  the  stern  peculiarities  of  his 
character, — and  these  had  originated 
chiefly  in  an  education  purely  military, — 
Colonel  dc  Haldimar  was  an  officer  well 
calculated  to  the  important  trust  reposed 
in  him;  for,  combining  experience  with 
judgment  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  di- 
plomacy of  war,  and  being  fully  conversant 
with  the  character  and  habits  of  tlie  enemy 
opposed  to  him,  ho  possessed  singular  apti- 
tude to  seize  whatever  advantages  might  pre- 
sent themselves. 

The  prudence  and  caution  of  his  policy 
have  already  been  made  manifest  in  the  two 
several  council  scenes  with  the  chiefs  record- 
ed in  our  previous  pages.  It  may  appear 
singular,  that,  with  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  him  of  retaining  *'ie  formidable 
Ponteac, — the  strength  and  sinew  of  that 
long  protracted  and  ferocious  war, — in  liis 
power,  he  should  have  waived  his  advantage ; 
but  here  Colonel  de  Haldimar  gave  evidence 
of  the  tact  which  so  eminently  distinguish- 
ed his  public  conduct  tliroughout.  He  well 
knew  the  noble,  fearless  character  of  the 
chief;  and  felt,  if  any  hold  was  to  be  secur- 
ed over  him,  it  was  by  grappling  with  his 
generosity,  and  not  by  the  exercise  of  inti- 
midation. Even  admitting  that  Ponteac 
continued  his  prisoner,  and  that  the  troops, 
pouring  their  destructive  fire  upon  the  mass 
of  enemies  so  suddenly  arrested  on  the 
drawbridge,  had  swept  away  the  whole, 
still  they  were  but  as  a  mite  among  the 
numerous  nations  that  were  leagued  against 
the  English ;  and  to  those  nations,  it  was 
evident,  they  must,  sooner  or  later,  suc- 
cumb. 

Colonel  de  Haldimar  knew  enough  of  the 
proud  but  generous  nature  of  the  Ottawa, 
to  deem  that  the  policy  he  proposed  to 
pursue  in  the  last  council  scene  would  not 
prove  altogether  without  effect  on  that 
warrior.  It  was  well  known  to  him,  much 
pains  had  been  taken  to  instil  into  the  minds 
of  the  Indians  the  belief  that  the  EngUsh 
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were  resolved  on  their  final  extirpation; 
and  as  certain  slights,  offered  to  them  at 
various  periods,  haa  given  a  coloring  of 
truth  to  this  assertion,  the  formidable 
league  which  had  already  accomplished  the 
downfall  of  so  many  of  the  forts  had 
been  the  consequence  of  these  artful  repre- 
sentations. Although  well  aware  that  the 
French  had  numerous  emissaries  distributed 
among  the  fierce  tribes,  it  was  not  imtil 
after  the  disclosure  made  by  the  haughty 
Ponteac,  at  the  close  of  the  first  council 
scene,  that  he  became  apprised  of  the  alarm- 
ing influence  exercised  over  the  mind  of 
that  wai-rior  himself  by  his  own  terrible 
and  vindictive  enemy.  Tlie  necessity  of 
counteracting  that  influence  was  obvious, 
and  ho  felt  ''^^'s  was  only  to  be  done  (if  at 
all)  by  some  rked  and  extraordinary  evi- 
dence of  thi^  ''■■<:  disposition  of  the 
English.  Hen.  .  m  ■  •' itermination  to  suffer 
the  faithless  chits  n  d  their  followers  to 
depart  imharmed  i'vou^  the  fort,  even  at  the 
moment  when  the  attitude  assumed  by  the 
prepared  garrison  fully  proved  to  the  assail- 
ants their  designs  had  been  penetrated  and 
their  schemes  rendered  abortive. 


CHAPTER  XXVHI. 

With  the  general  position  of  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  investmg  Indians,  the  reader 
has  been  made  acquamted  through  the 
narrative  of  Captain  de  Haldimar.  It  was, 
as  has  been  sho^Ti,  situate  in  a  sort  of 
oasis  close  within  the  verge  of  the  forest, 
and  (gu-t  by  an  intervening  underwood  which 
nature,  in  her  caprice,  had  fashioned  after 
the  manner  of  a  defensive  barrier)  embra- 
ced a  space  sufficient  to  contain  the  tents 
of  the  fighting  men,  together  with  their 
women  and  children.  Tliis,  however,  in- 
cluded the  warriors  and  inferiors  chiefs. 
The  tents  of  the  leaders  were  without  the 
belt  of  imderwood,  and  principally  dis- 
tributed at  long  intervals  on  that  side  of 
the  forest  which  skirted  the  open   country 


towards  the  river ; 


forming 


as  it  were,    a 


chain  of  external  defence,  and  sweeping  in 
a  semicircular  direction  round  the  more 
dense  encampment  of  their  followers. 
At  its  highest  elevation  the  forest  shot 
out  suddenly  into  a  point,  naturally  enough 
rendered  an  object  of  attraction  from  what 
ever  part  it  was  commanded. 

Darkness  was  already  beginning  to  spread 
her  mantle  over  the  mtervening  space,  and 
the  night-fires  of  the  Indians  were  kindling 
into  brightness,  glimmering  occasionally 
through  the  wood  with  that  pale  and  lam- 
bent light  peculiar  to  the  fire-fly,  of  which 
they  offered  a  not  inapt  reprciBentation, 
when  Buddsnly  a  lofty  tent,  the  brilliant 
whiteness  of  which  waa  thrown  into  strong 
relief  by  the  dark  field  on  which  it  reposed, 


was  seen  to  rise  at  a  few  paces  from  th© 
abrupt  point  in  the  forest  just  described, 
and  on  the  extreme  summit  of  a  ridge 
beyond  which  lay  only  the  western  hori- 
zon in  golden  perspective. 

The  opening  of  tlxis  tent  looked  east- 
ward and  towards  the  fort ;  and  on  its  ex- 
treme summit  floated  a  dark  flag,  which  at- 
intervals  spread  itself  before  the  slight 
evening  breeze,  but  oftener  hung  drooping 
and  heavily  over  the  glittering  convass. 
One  solitary  pine,  whose  trunk  exceeded 
not  the  ordinary  thickness  of  a  man'a 
waistj  and  standing  out  as  a  landmark  on 
the  ridge,  rose  at  the  distance  of  a  few  feet 
from  the  spot  on  which  the  tent  had  been 
erected  |  and  to  tliis  was  bound  the  tall 
and  elegant  figure  of  one  dressed  in  the 
coarse  garb  of  a  sailor.  The  arms  and 
legs  of  the  individual  were  f)erfectly  free ; 
but  a  strong  rope,  rendered  doubly  secure 
after  the  manner  of  what  is  termed"  whip- 
ping" among  seamen,  after  having  been 
tightly  drawn  several  times  around  his 
waist,  and  then  firmly  knotted  behind,  was 
again  passed  round  the  tree,  to  which  the 
back  of  the  prisoner  was  closely  lashed ; 
thus  enabling,  or  rather  compelling,  him 
to  be  a  spectator  of  every  object  within 
the  tent 

Layers  of  bark,  over  which  were  spread 
the  dressed  skins  of  the  bear  and  the  buf- 
falo, formed  the  floor  and  carpet  of  th& 
latter ;  and  on  these,  in  various  parts,  and 
characteristic  attitudes,  reposed  the  forms- 


of  tlu'eo  human  beings , 


onOj  the  formida- 


ble warrior  of  the  Fleur  de  Lis.  Attired  in 
the  garb  in  wliich  we  first  introduced  him 
to  our  readais,  and  with  the  same  weapons 
reposing  at  his  side,  the  haughty  savage 
lay  at  his  lazy  length  |  his  feet  reaching  be- 
yond the  opening  of  the  tent,  and  his  head- 
reposing  on  a  rude  pillow  formed  of  a  close- 
ly compressed  pack  of  skins  of  wild  animals, 
over  wloich  was  spread  a  sort  of  mantle  or 
blanket.  One  hand  was  introduced  between 
thu  pillow  and  his  head,  the  other  grasped 
the  pipe  tomahawk  he  was  smoking ;  and 
while  the  mechanical  play  of  his  right  foot 
indicated  pre-occupation  of  thought,  his 
quick  and  meaning  eye  glanced  frequently 
and  alternately  upon  the  furthest  of  his 
companions,  the  prisoner  without,  and  the 
distant  fort. 

Within  a  few  feet  of  the  warrior  lay,  ex- 
tended on  a  Buffalo  skin,  the  delicate  figure 
of  a  female,  whose  hair,  complexion,  and 
hands,  denoted  her  European  extraction. 
Her  dress  was  entirely  Indian  however  j 
consisting  of  a  machecoti  with  leggings, 
moccasins,  and  skirt  of  printed  cotton 
studded  with  silver  broaches, — all  of  which 
were  of  a  quality  and  texture  to  mark  the 
wearer  as  the  wife  of  a  chief;  and  her  fair 
hair,  done  up  in  a  club  behind,  reposed  on 
ft  neck  of  dazzlin  g  whiteness .   Her  eyes  were 
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him. 
within 


large,  blue,  but  wUd  and  unmeaning  ;  her 
countenance  vacano,  and  her  movements 
altogethertaechanical.  A  wooden  bowl  fill- 
ed with  hominy  was  at  her  side  j  and  from 
this  she  was  now  in  the  act  of  feeding  her- 
self with  a  spoon  of  the  same  material,  but 
with  a  negligence  and  slovenliness  that  be- 
trayed her  almost  utter  unconsciousness  of 
the  action. 

At  the  further  side  of  the  tent  there  was 
another  woman,  even  more  delicate  in  ap- 
pearance than  the  one  last  mentioned.  She, 
too,  was  blue  eyed,  and  of  surpassingfaimess 
of  skin.  Her  attitude  denoted  a  luind  too 
powerfully  absorbed  in  grief  to  be  heedful 
of  appearances  J  for  sho  sat  with  her  knees 
drawn  up  to  her  chin,  and  rocking  her  body 
to  and  fro  with  an  undulating  motion  that 
seemed  to  have  it  origin  in  no  effort  of  vol- 
ition of  her  own.  Her  long  fair  hair  hung 
negligently  over  her  shoulders ;  and  a  blan- 
ket drawn  over  the  top  of  her  head  like  a 
veil,  and  extending  partly  over  the  person, 
disclosed  here  and  there  portions  of  an  ap- 
parel which  was  strictly  European  although 
rent,  and  exibiting  in  various  places  stains 
of  blood.  A  bowl  similar  to  that  of  her 
companion,  and  filled  with  the  same  food, 
was  at  her  side ;  but  this  was  untasted. 

"  Why  does  the  girl  refuse  to  eat?"  ask- 
ed the  warrior  of  her  next  him,  as  he  fierce- 
ly rolled  a  volmne  of  smoke  from  his  lips. 
"Make  her  eat,  for  I  would  speak  to  her 
afterwards." 

"Why  does  the  girl  refuse  to  eat  ?" 
responded  the  woman  in  the  same  tone, 
dropping  her  spoon  as  she  spoko,  and  turn- 
ing to  the  object  of  remark  with  a  vacant 
look.  "It  is  good,"  she  pursued,  as  sho 
rudely  shook  tho  arm  of  the  heedless  suf- 
ferer.    "Come,  girl,  eat. 

A  shriek  burst  from  the  lips  of  the  unhap- 
py girl,  as,  apparently  roused  from  her  ab- 
Btrac-l-  1,  she  suffered  the  blanket  to  fall 
fromL^.  head,  and  staring  wildly  at  her 
questioner,  faintly  demanded, — "Who,  in 
the  name  of  mercy,  are  you,  who  address 
me  in  this  horrid  place  in  my  own  tongue  ? 
Speak;  who  are  you?  Surely  I  should 
know  tliat  voice  for  that  of  Ellen,  the  wife 
of  Frank  Hallowayl" 

A  maniac  laugh  was  uttered  by  the 
wretched  woman.  This  continued  ofien- 
sively  for  a  moment  j  and  she  observed,  in 
an  infuriated  tone  and  with  a  searching 
eye. — "  No,  I  am  not  the  mfe  of  HaUoway. 
It  13  false.  I  am  the  wife  of  Wacousta. 
This  is  my  husband  1"  and  as  sho  spoke 
she  sprang  nimbly  to  her  feet,  and  was  in 
the  next  instant  lying  prostrate  on  the 
form  of  the  warrior  :  her  arms  thrown  wild- 
ly around  him,  and  her  lips  imprinting  kiss- 
es on  his  cheek. 

But  Wacousta  was  in  no  uood  to  suffer 
her  endearments.  He  for  the  first  time 
fieemed  alive  to  the  presence  of  her  who 


lay  beyond,  and  to  whose  whole  appear- 
ance a  cliaracter  of  animation  had  been  im- 
parted by  the  temporary  excitement  of 
her  feelings.  He  gazed  at  her  a  moment, 
with  the  air  of  one  endeavoring  to  recall 
the  memory  of  days  long  gone  by ;  and  as 
he  continued  to  do  so,  his  eye  dilated,  his 
chest  heaved,  and  his  countenance  alter- 
nately flushed  and  paled.  At  length  he 
threw  the  form  that  reposed  uponliis  own, 
violently,  and  even  savagely,  from  him; 
sprang  eagerly  to  liis  feet:  and  clearing 
the  space  that  divided  him  from  tho  object 
of  his  attention  at  a  single  step,  bore  her 
from  tho  earth  in  his  arms  with  as'much 
ease  as  if  she  had  been  an  infant,  and  then 
returning  to  his  own  rude  couch,  placed  his 
horror-stricken  victim  at  his  side. 

"Nay,  nay,"  he  urged  sarcastically,  as 
she  vainly  struggled  to  free  herself ;  "let 
the  De  Haldimar  portion  of  your  blood  rise 
up  in  anger  if  it  will ;  but  that  of  Clara 
Beverley,  at  least " 

"Gracious  Providence!  where  am  I,  that 
I  hear  the  name  of  my  sainted  mother 
thus  familiarly  pronounced?"  interrupted 
the  startled  girl ;  "and  who  are  you, — ," 
turning  her  eyes  wildly  on  the  swarthy  coun- 
tenance of  the  warrior, — "who  aro  you,  I 
ask,  who,  with  tho  mien  and  in  tho  garb  of 
a  savage  of  these  forests,  appear  thus  ac- 
quainted with  her  name  ?" 

The  warrior  passed  his  hand  across  his 
brow  for  a  moment,  as  if  some  painful  and 
mtolerable  reflection  had  been  called  up  by 
the  question;  but  ho  speedily  recovurs':'  his 
self-possession,  hand  wit  an  expression  of 
feature  that  almost  petrified  his  auditor, 
vehemently  observed, — 

"You  ask  who  I  am.  One  who  new 
your  mother  long  before  tho  accursed 
name  of  De  Haldimar  had  ever  been  whis- 
pered in  her  ear ;  and  whom  lovo  for  the 
one  and  hatred  for  the  other  has  rendered 
the  savage  you  now  behold  I  But,"  he 
continued,  while  a  fierce  and  hideous  emile 
lighted  up  every  feature,  "I  overlook  my 
past  suflerings  in  my  present  ha^jpiness. 
The  image  of  Cl£.ra  Beverley,  even  such  as 
my  soul  loved  her  in  its  youth,  is  once  more 
before  me  in  her  child ;  that  child  shaU  be 
my  wife!" 

"Your wife!  monster;  never!"  shrieked 
the  unhappy  girl,  vainly  attempting  to  dis- 
engage herself  from  the  encircling  arm  of 
the  savage.  "But,"  she  pursued,  in  atone 
of  supplication,  while  the  tears  coursed  each 
other  down  her  cheek,  "  if  you  ever  loved  . 
my  mother,  as  you  say  you  have,  restore  her 
children  to  their  home ;  and  if  saints  may 
bo  permitted  to  look  down  from  heaven  in 
approval  of  the  acts  of  men,  she  whom  you 
have  loved  will  bless  you  for  the  deed." 

A  deep  groan  burst  from  the  vast  chest 
of  Wacousta ;  but,  for  a  moment,  he  answer- 
ed not.    At  length  he  observed,  pointing ' 


I 


JsOO 


wacousta:  or,  the  propueoy. 


at  the  samo  time  with  his  finger  towards 
thecloudioss  vault  above  th^ir  heads, — ''Do 
you  behold  yon  blue  sky,  Clara  de  Haldi- 
mar?" 

"  I  do ; — what  mean  you  ?' '  demanded  the 
trembling  girl,  in  whom  a  momentary  hope 
had  been  excited  by  the  subdijed  manner  of 
the  savage. 

"Nothing,"  he  cooly  r^'oined;  "only 
that  were  your  poor  mother  to  appear  there 
at  this  moment,  clad  in  all  the  attributes 
ascribed  to  angels,  her  prayer  would  not 
alter  the  destiny  that  awaits  you.  Nay,  nay ; 
look  not  thus  sorrowfully,"  he  pursued,  aa 
in  despite  of  her  efforts  to  prevent  him,  he 
imprinted  a  burning  kiss  upon  her  lips. 
"Even  thus  was  I  once  wont  to  linger  on 
the  lips  of  your  mother  j  but  hers  ever 
pouted  to  be  pressed  by  mine ;  and  not  with 
tears,  but  with  sunniest  smiles  did  she  court 
them."  He  paused;  bent  his  head  over 
tjisfaco  f^f  tho  shuddering  girl :  and  gazing 
fixedly  f(  i"  few  minutes  on  her  counte- 
nance, '' '  he  pressed  her  struggling  form 
jnore  closely  to  hiaown,  exultingly  pursued 
as  if  to  himself. — "Even  as  hermother  was, 
so  is  bhi^  Ye  r^yf^rs  of  hell  1  who  would 
have  evoj  \^oniiut,  a  time  would  come  when 
both  my  vengeimce  and  my  love  would  be 
gratified  to  the  utmost  ?  How  strange  it 
never  should  have  occurred  to  me  he  had  a 
daughter!" 

"  What  mean  you,  fierce,  unpitying  man?" 
exclaimed  the  terrified  Clara,  to  whom  a 
full  sense  of  the  horror  of  her  position  had 
lent  unusual  energy  of  character.  ' '  Surely 
you  will  not  detain  a  poor  defenceless  wo- 
man in  your  hands, — the  child  of  her  you 
say  you  have  loved.  But  it  is  false! — you 
never  knew  her,  or  you  would  not  reject  my 
prayer." 

"  Never  knew  her  I"  fiercely  repeated 
Wacousta.  Again  he  paused.  "  Would  I 
had  never  known  her  1  and  I  should  not 
now  be  the  outcast  wretch  I  am," — he  ad- 
ded, slowly  and  impressively.  Then  once 
more  elevating  his  voice, — "  Clara  de  Hal- 
dimar,  I  have  loved  your  mother  as  man 
never  loved  woman ;  and  I  have  hated  your 
father  (grinding  hia  teeth  with  fury  as  he 
spoke)  as  man  never  hated  man.  That  love, 
that  hatred  are  unquenched  — unquench- 
able. Before  me  I  see  at  once  the  image 
of  her  who,  even  in  death,  has  lived  on- 
rfirined  in  my  heart,  and  the  child  of  him 
who  is  my  bitterest  foe.  Clara  de  iHaldimar, 
do  you  understand  me  now  ?" 

"Almighty  Providence  I  is  there  not  one 
to  save  me  ? — can  nothing  touch  your  stub- 
born heart?"  exclaimed  the  affrighted 
girl,  and  she  turned  her  swimming  eyes  on 
those  of  the  warrior,  in  appeal ;  but  his 
glance  caused  her  own  to  sink  in  confusion. 
"Ellen  Ilalloway,"  she  pursued,  after  a 
moment's  pause,  and  in  tho  wild  accents 
of  despair,  "if  you  are  indeed  the  wife  of 


this  man.  as  you  say  you  are,  oh  I  plead  for 
me  with  nim :  and  in  the  name  of  that  kind- 
ness which  I  once  extended,  to  yourself, 
prevail  on  him  to  restore  nje  to  my  father  1" 

"  Ellon  Hallo  way  1 — who  calls  Ellen  lial- 
loway  ?"  said  the  wretched  woman,  who 
had  again  resumed  her  slovenly  meal  on 
the  rude  couch,  appai-ently  without  consci- 
ousness of  the  scene  enacting  at  her  side. 
"  I  am  not  Ellen  Halloway :  they  said  so ; 
but  it  is  not  true.  My  husband  was  Regin- 
ald Morton ;  but  he  went  for  a  soldier,  and 
was  killed,  and  Inev^r  saw  him  more." 

"  lieginald  Morton !  ^Vhat  mean  you,  wo- 
man ?  What  know  you  of  Beginald  Mor- 
ton ?"  demanded  Wacousta,  with  frightful 
energy,  as,  leaning  over  the  shrinking 
form  of  Clara,  he  violently  grasped  and 
shook  the  shoulder  of  the  unlxappy  ma- 
niac. 

"  Stop  J  do  not  hurt  me,  and  I  will  tell 
you 


all,  sir,"  she  almost  screamed.  "  Oh, 
sir,  Reginald  Morton  was  my  husband 
once,  but  he  was 


kinder  than  you  are  :  he 
did  not  look  so  fiercely  at  me,  nor  did 
he  pinch  me  so." 

"  What  of  him  ? — who  was  he  ?"  furious- 
ly repeated  Wacousta,  as  he  again  impati- 
ently shook  the  arm  of  the  wretched  Ellen. 
"Where  did  you  know  him?  Whence  oame 
he?" 

"Nay,  you  must  not  be  jealous  of  poor  Re- 
ginald ;"  and,  aa  she  uttered  these  words 
in  a  softening  and  conciliating  tone,  her 
eye  was  turned  upon  those  of  the  wgrrior 
with  a  mingled  expression  of  fear  and  cun- 
ning. "But  ho  was  very  good  and  very  hand- 
some, and  generous  5  and  we  lived  near 
each  other,  and  we  loved  each  other  at  first 
sight.  But  his  family  were  very  proud,  and 
they  quarreled  with  him  because  he  mar- 
ried me  J  and  then, we  became  very  poor, 

and  Reginald  went  for  a  soldier,  and ; 

But  I  forget  the  rest,  it  is  so  long  ago!" 
She  pressed  her  hand  to  her  brow,  and 
sank  her  head  upon  her  chest. 

"Ellen,  womauj  again  I  ask  you  where 
he  came  from  ?  tins  Reginald  Morton  that 
you  have  named.  To  what  ooimtry  did  he 
belong?" 

"  Oh,  we  were  both  Cornish,"  she  ans- 
wered, with  a  vivacity  singularly  in  con- 
trast with  her  recent  low  and  monotonous 
tone;  "but,  as  I  said  before,  he  was  of  a 
great  family,  and  I  oi^ly  a  poor  clergy- 
man's daughter." 

"Cornish  I Cornish,  did  you  say?" 

fiercely  repeated  the  dark  Wacousta,  while 
an  oxpressiou  of  loathing  and  disgust  peiom- 
ed  for  a  moment  to  convulse  hip  feature : 
"  then  is  it  as  I  had  feared.  One  vrotd 
more.  Was  the  family  peat  called  Morton 
Castle  ?" 

"  It  was,  "  unhftsitatinglv  returned  the 
poor  woman,  yet  with  the  air  of  o»e  wqn- 
deripg  tp  hear  a  n^^une  reoeftted,  i9Ug  .fef- 
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gotten  even  by  herself.  "  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful castle  too,  on  a  lovely  ridge  of  hills ; 
and  it  commanded  such  a  nice  view  of  the 

sea,  close  to  the  little  port  of ;   and 

the  parsonage  stood  in  such  a  sweet 
valley,  close  imder  the  castle ;  and  we  were 
all  so  happy."  She  paused,  agaui  put  her 
hand  to  her  brow,  and  pressed  it  with  force, 
as  if  endeavoring  to  pui-sue  the  cliain  of 
connection  in  )ier  memory,  but  evidently 
without  success. 

"And  your  father's  name  was  Clayton?' 
said  .the  warrior  enquiringly.  ''Henry 
Clayton,  if  I  recollect  aright  ?" 

"Hal  who  names  my  father  ?' '  shrieked 
the  wretched  woman.  "Yes,  sir,  it  wajs 
Clayton — Henry  Clayton — the  kindest,  the 
noblest  of  human  beings.  But  the  afflic- 
tion of  his  child,  and  thoperssoutions  of 
the  Morton  family,  broke  liis  heart.  He  is 
dead  sir,  and  Eeginald  is  dead  too :  and  I 
am  a  poor  lone  widow  in  the  world,  and 
have  no  one  to  love  me."  Here  the  tears 
coursed  each  other  rapidly  down  her  faded 
cheeks,  although  her  eyes  were  staring 
and  motionless. 

"It  is  falsa!"  vociferated  the  warrior, 
who,  now  he  had  gained  all  that  was  essen- 
tial to  the  elucidation  of  his  doubts,  quit- 
ted the  shoulder  he  had  continued  to  press 
with  violence  in  his  nervous  hand,  and  once 
more  extended  himself  at  his  length ;  "in 
me  you  behold  the  uncle  of  your  husband. 
Yes,  Ellen  Clayton,  you  have  been  the  wife 
of  two  Reginald  Mortons.  Both,"  ho  pur- 
sued with  unutterable  bitterness,  while  he 
again  started  up  and  shook  his  tomahawk 
menacingly  in  the  direction  of  the  fort, — 
"  both  have  been  the  victims  of  yon  cold- 
blooded governor;  buttho  hour  of  reckon- 
ing is  at  hand.  Ellen,"  he  fiercely  added, 
'<  do  you  recollect  the  curse  you  pronoun- 
ced on  the  family  of  that  haughty  man, 
when  he  slaughtered  yom-  Reginald  ?  By 
Heaven!  it  shall  be  fulfilled;  but  first 
shall  the  love  I  have  so  long  borne  the 
mother  be  transferred  to  the  child." 

Again  he  sought  to  encircle  the  waist  of 
her  whom,  in  the  strong  excitement  of  his 
rage,  he  had  momentarily  quitted ;  but  the 
unutterable  disgust  and  horror  produced 
in  the  mind  of  the  unhappy  Clara  lent  an 
almost  supernatural  activity  to  her  despair. 
iShe  dexterously  eluded  his  grasp,  gained 
her  feet,  and  with  tottering  steps  and  out- 
stretched |armfl  darted  through  the  tent, 
and  piteously  exclaiming,  "Save  me  I  oh, 
for  God's  sake,  save  me !"  sank  exhausted, 
and  apparently  lifeless,  on  the  chest  of  the 
prisoner  without. 

To  such  of  our  readers  as,  deceived  by 
the  romantic  nature  of  the  attachment 
stated  to  have  been  originally  entertained 
bySh:  Everard  Valletort  for  the  unseen 
sister  of  his  friend,  have  been  led  to  expect  a 
^efkbounding  in  lOMufest^ht^oit^  of  its;gro- 


gress  when  the  'parties  had  actually  met, 
wo  at  once  annouuco  disappointment.  Nei- 
ther the  lover  of  amorous  adventure,  nor 
tho  admii  er  of  \vitty  diiiloguo,  shoulcl  divo 
into  these  passages.  Room  for  the  exercise 
of  the  invention  might,  it  is  true,  be  found  ; 
but  ours  is  a  tale  of  sad  reality,  and  our 
heroes  and  heroines  figure  under  circum- 
stances that  would  render  wit  a  satiroupon 
tho  understanding,  and  lovo  a  reflection 
upon  the  heart.  Within  the  bounds  of  pro- 
bability have  we,  therefore,  confined  our- 
selves. 

What  the  feelings  of  tho  young  baronet 
must  have  been,  from  the  first  moment 
when  ho  received  from  the  hands  of  the  un- 
fortunate Captain  BajTiton,  (who,  although 
an  officer  of  liis  owti  corps,  was  personally  a 
stranger  to  him,)  that  cherished  sister  of 
his  friend,  on  whoso  ideal  form  his  excited 
imagination  had  so  often  latterly  loved  to 
linger,  up  to  the  present  hour,  we  should 
vainly  attempt  to  paint.  There  are  emo- 
tions of  tho  heart,  it  would  be  mockery  in 
tho  pen  to  trace.  From  tho  instant  of  his 
first  contributing  to  preserve  her  life,  on 
that  dreadful  day  of  blood,  to  that  when  tho 
scliooner  fell  into  the  hands  of  tho  savages, 
few  words  had  passed  between  them,  and 
these  had  reference  merely  to  tho  position 
in  which  they  found  themselves,  and  when- 
ever Sir  Everard  felt  ho  could,  without  in- 
delicacy or  intrusion,  render  himself  in  the 
slightest  way  serviceable  to  her.  The  very 
circumstances  under  which  they  had  met, 
conduced  to  the  sui>pression,  if  not  utter 
extinction,  of  all  passion  attached  to  the 
sentiment  with  which  ho  had  been  inspired. 
A  new  feeling  hod  quickened  in  his  breast; 
and  it  was  with  emotions  more  assimilated 
to  friendship  than  to  love  that  ho  now  re- 
garded tho  beautiful  but  sorrow-stricken 
sister  of  his  bosom  friend.  Still  there  was 
a  softness,  a  purity,  adelicacy  and  tenderness 
in  this  new  feeling,  in  which  tho  influence  of 
sex  secretly  thougli  imacknowledgedly  pre- 
dominated ;  and  even  while  sensible  it  would 
have  been  a  profanation  of  everything  most 
sacred  and  delicate  in  nature  to  have  ad- 
mitted a  thought  of  love  within  his  breast 
at  such  a  moment,  he  also  felt  he  could  have 
entertained  a  voluptuous  joy  in  making  any 
sacrifice,  even  to  the  surrender  of  life  itself, 
provided  the  tranquillity  of  that  gentle  and 
suffering  being  could  be  by  it  ensured. 

Clara,  in  her  turn,  had  been  in  no  condi- 
tion to  admit  so  exclusive  a  power  as  that  of 
love  within  her  soul.  She  had,  it  is  true,  even 
amid  the  desolation  of  her  shattered  spirit, 
recognised  in  the  young  ofl[icer  the  original 
of  a  portrait  so  frequently  drawn  by  her 
brother,  and  dwelt  on  by  herself.  She  ac- 
knowledged, moreover,  the  fidelity  of  the 
painting;  but  however  she  might  have  felt 
and  acted  under  different  circumstances, 
absorbed  a^  was  her  he«irt,  and  paralysed 


140 


wacousta;  or,  the  prophecy. 


her  imagination,  by  tho  harrowing  scenes 
sho  had  gono  through,  she,  too,  had  room 
but  for  QUO  sentiment  in  her  fainting  soul, 
and  that  waa  friendship  for  tho  friend  of 
her  brother ;  on  whom,  moreover,  she  be- 
stowed that  woman's  gratitude,  which  could 
not  fail  to  he  awakened  by  a  recollection  of 
the  risks  ho  had  cncoimtered,  conjointly 
with  Frederick,  to  save  her  from  destruc- 
tion. Dm'ing  their  passage  across  the  Hu- 
ron, Sir  E  verai"d  had  usually  taken  his  seat  on 
the  deck^  at  that  respectful  distance  which 
he  conceived  tho  dehcacy  of  the  position  of 
the  imfoi  ;,unate  cousins  demanded  ;  but  in 
such  a  manner  that,  while  ho  seemed 
wholly  abstracted  from  them,  his  eye  had 
more  than  once  been  detected  by  Clara 
fixed  on  hers,  with  an  affectionateness  of 
interest  she  could  not  avoid  repaying  with 
a  glance  of  recognition  and  approval.  These, 
however,  were  tho  only  indications  of  re- 
gard that  had  passed  between  them. 

If,  however,  a  momentary  and  irrepressi- 
ble flashing  of  that  sentiment,  which  had, 
atanearlierperiod,  formed  a  portion  of  their 
imaginings,  did  occasionally  steal  over  their 
heai'ts  while  there  was  a  prospect  of  reaching 
their  friends  in  safety,  all  manifestation  of 
its  power  was  again  finally  sup^jressed  when 
the  schooner  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  sa- 
vages. Become  the  immediate  prisoners  of 
Wacousta,  they  had  been  surrendered  to  that 
ferocious  chief  to  be  dealt  with  as  he  might 
think  proper ;  and  on  disembarking  from 
the  canoe  in  which  their  transit  to  the  main- 
land had  been  descried  that  morning  from 
the  fort,  had  been  separated  from  their 
equally  unfortunate  and  suffering  com- 
panions. Captain  de  Haldimar,  Madeline, 
and  the  Canadian,  were  delivered  over  to 
the  custody  of  several  choice  warriors  of  the 
tribe  in  which  Wacousta  was  adopted ;  and, 
bound,  hand  and  foot,  were  at  that  moment 
in  the  war- tent  of  the  fierce  savage,  which,  as 
Ponteao  had  once  boasted  to  the  governor, 
was  every  where  hung  around  with  human 
scalps,  both  of  men,  of  women,  and  of  chil- 
dren. The  object  of  this  mysterious  man, 
in  removing  Clara  to  the  spot  we  have  des- 
cribed, was  one  well  worthy  of  his  ferocious 
nature.  His  vengeance  had  already  devoted 
her  to  destruction ;  and  it  was  within  view 
of  the  fort,  which  contained  the  father  whom 
he  loathed,  he  had  resolved  his  purpose 
should  be  accomplished.  A  refinement  of 
cruelty,  such  as  could  scarcely  have  been 
supposed  to  enter  the  breast  even  of  such 
a  remorseless  savage  as  himself,  had  caused 
him  to  convey  to  the  same  spot,  him  whom 
he  rather  suspected  than  knew  to  be  the 
lover  of  the  young  girl.  It  was  with  a  view 
of  harrowing  up  the  soul  of  one  whom  he 
had  recognised  as  the  officer  who  had  dis- 
abled him  on  the  night  of  the  rencontre 
on  the  bridge,  that  he  had  bound  Sir  Bve- 
rard  to  the  tree,  whence,  as  we  have  already 


stated  ho  was  a  compelled  spectator  of 
everything  that  passed  within  tho  tent ;  and 
yet  with  that  freo  action  of  limb  which  only 
tended  to  tantalizo  him  tho  more  amid  his 
unavoidablo  effbrts  to  lid  himself  of  his 
bonds, — a  fact  that  proved  not  only  tho  dire 
extent  to  which  tho  revenge  of  Wacousta 
could  be  carried,  but  tho  actual  and  gra- 
tuitous cruelty  of  his  nature. 

One  must  liavo  been  similarly  circums 
tenced  to  understand  all  tho  agony  of 
the  young  man  during  this  odious 
scene  and  particularly  at  the  fierce  and 
repeated  declarations  of  the  savage  that 
Clcra  should  bo  his  bride.  More  than  once 
had  he  essayed  to  remove  the  ligatures 
which  confined  his  waist;  but  his  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  only  drew  an  occasional  smilo 
of  derision  from  his  enemy,  as  he  glanced 
his  eye  rapidly  towards  him.  Conscious  at 
length  of  the  inutility  of  efforts,  which, 
without  benefiting  her  for  whom  they  were 
principally  promiited,  rendered  him  in 
somo  degree  ridiculous  oven  in  his  own  eyes, 
the  wretched  Valletortdesisted  altogether, 
and  with  his  head  sunk  upon  his  chest, 
and  his  eyes  closed,  sought  at  least  to  shut 
out  a  scene  which  blasted  his  sight,  and 
harrowed  up  his  very  soul. 

But  when  Clara,  uttering  her  wild  cry  for 
protection,  and  rushing  forth  from  the  tent, 
sank  almost  vmconsciously  in  his  embrace, 
a  thrill  of  inexplicable  joy  ran  thi'ou^'heach 
awakened  fibre  of  his  frame.  Bending 
eagerly  forward,  ho  had  extended  his  arms 
to  receive  her  ;  and  when  he  felt  her  light 
and  graceful  form  pressing  upon  his  own  as 
its  last  refuge — when  he  felt  her  heart  beat- 
ing against  his — when  he  saw  her  drooping 
on  his  shoulder,  in  the  wild  recklessness  of 
despair — even  amid  that  scene  of  desolation 
and  grief  he  could  not  help  enfolding  her 
in  tumultuous  ecstacy  to  his  breast.  Every 
horrible  danger  was  for  an  instant  forgot  - 
ten  in  the  soothing  consciousness  that  he  at 
length  encircled  tho  form  of  her,  whom  in 
many  an  hour  of  solitude  he  had  thus  pic- 
tm-ed,  although  under  far  different  circum- 
stances, reposing  confidingly  on  him.  There 
was  delight  mingled  with  agony  in  his  sen- 
sation of  the  wild  throb  of  her  bosom  against 

his  soul  fainted 
on  the  fate 
that  awaited  her,  he  felt  as   if  he   could 
himself  now  die  more  happUy. 

Momentary,  however,  was  the  duration 
of  this  scene.  Furious  with  anger  at  the 
evident  disgust  of  liis  victim,  Wacousta  no 
sooner  saw  her  sink  into  the  arms  of  her 
lover,  than  with  that  agility  for  which  ho 
was  remarkable,  he  was  again  on  his  feet, 
and  stood  in  the  next  instant  at  her  side. 
Uniting  to  the  generous  strength  of  his 
manhood  all  that  was  rung  from  his  mingled 
love  and  despair,  the  officer  clasped  his 
hand  round  the  waist    of  the    drooping 


his  own  j  and  even  while 
within  him,   as   he  reflected 
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Clara  ;  and  with  elf  nched  teeth,  and  feet 
firmly  set,  seemed  resolved  to  defy  every 
effort  of  the  wan-ior  to  remove  her.  Not  a 
wcrdwas  uttered  on  either  side  ;  but  in 
the  fierce  smilo  that  curled  the  lip  of  the 
savage,  thero  spoke  a  language  even  more 
terrible  than  tho  words  that  smilo  implied. 
Sir  Everard  could  not  suppress  an  invc  1- 
untary  shudder:  and  when  at  length  Wa- 
cousta,  after  a  short  but  violent  struggle, 
succeeded  in  again  securing  and  bearing  off 
his  prize,  tho  wretchedness  of  soul  of  the 
former  was  indescribable. 

"Yous4e  'tis  vain  to  struggle  against 
your  destiny,  Clara  do  Ilaldimar,"  sneered 
the  warrior.  "  Ours  is  but  a  rude  nuptial 
couch,  it  is  true  ;  but  the  wife  of  an  Indian 
Chief  must  not  expect  the  luxuries  of  Eu- 
rope in  the  heart  of  an  American  wilder- 
ness." 

"  Almighty  Heaven  I  where  am  I?"  ex- 
claimed the  wretched  girl,  again  unclosing 
her  eyes  to  all  the  horror  of  her  position, 
for  agam  sho  lay  at  tho  sido,  and  within  tho 
encircling  arm,  of  her  enemy.  "Oh,  Sir 
Everai'd  Valletort,  I  thought  I  was  with  you, 
and  that  you  had  saved  mo  from  tliis  mons- 
ter. Where  is  my  brother  ? — Whero  are 
Frederick  and  Madeline  ? — Why  have  they 
deserted  me  ? — Ah  !  my  heart  will  break.  I 
cannot  endure  this  longer,  and  live." 

"Clara,  Miss  de  Ilaldimar,"  groaned  Sir 
Everard,  in  a  voice  of  searching  agony; 
"could  I  lay  down  my  life  for  you,  I  would  ; 
but  ycu  see  these  bonds.  Oh  God  !  oh  God  ! 
have  pity  on  the  innocent ;  and  for  once 
inclir.e  the  heart  of  yon  fierce  monster  to 
the  \^•hispering3  of  mercy."  As  ho  uttered 
the  last  sentence,  ho  attempted  to  sink  on 
his  knees  in  supplication  to  Him  ho  ad- 
•dressed ;  but  the  tension  of  the  cord  pre- 
vented him  5  yet  were  his  hands  clasped, 
and  his  eyes  upraised  to  heaven,  while  his 
countenance  beamed  with  an  expi'ession  of 
fervent  enthusiasm. 

"  Peace,  babbler  1  or,  by  Heaven  I  that 
prayer  shall  be  your  last, "  vociferated 
Wacousta.  "But  no,' '  he  pursued  to 
himself,  dropping  at  the  same  time 
the  point  of  his  tomahawk;  "these  are 
but  the  natural  wri things  of  tho  crushed 
worm ;  and  the  longer  protracted  they  are, 
the  more  complete  vnll  be  my  vengeance." 
Then  turning  to  the  terrified  girl, — "You 
ask,  Clara  de  Haldimar,  where  you  are?  In 
the  tent  of  your  mother's  lover,  I  reply, — at 
the  side  of  him  who  once  j^ressed  her  to  his 
heart  as  I  now  press  you,  and  with  a  fond- 
ness that  was  only  equalled  by  her  own. 
"Come,  dear  Clara,"  and  his  voice  assumed 
a  tone  of  tenderness  that  was  even  more 
revolting  than  his  natural  ferocity,  "let  me 
woo  you  to  the  affection  she  once  possessed . 
It  was  a  heart  of  fire  in  which  her  image 
stood  enshi'ined, — it  is  a  heart  of  fire  still. 
and  well  worthy  of  her  child." 


"Never,  never!"  shrieked  tho  agonised 
girl.  "Kill  me,  murder  me,  if  you  will;  but 
ohl  if  you  have  pity,  pollute  not  my  ear 
with  tho  avowal  of  your  detested  love.  But 
again  I  repeat,  it  is  false  that  my  mother 
ever  knew  you.  She  never  could  have  lov- 
ed so  fierce,  so  vindictive  a  behig  as  your- 
self." 

"Ila!  do  you  doubt  me  still?"  sternly 
demanded  tho  savage.  Then  drawing  tho 
shuddering  girl  still  closer  to  his  vast  chest, 
— "  Come  hither,  Clara,  while  to  convince 
you  I  unfold  the  sad  history  of  my  life,  and 
tell  j'ou  more  of  your  parents  than  vou 
have  ever  known.  When, ' '  ho  pursued  sol- 
emnly "you  have  learnt  the  extent  of  my 
love  for  tho"  one,  and  my  hatred  for  tho 
other,  and  the  wrongs  I  have  endured  from 
both,  you  will  no  longer  wonder  at  the 
spirit  of  mingled  love  and  vengeanco  that 
dictates  my  conduct  towards  yourself. 
Listen,  girl,"  ho  continued  fiercely,  "and 
judgo  whether  mine  are  injuries  to  bo  tame- 
ly pardoned,  when  a  whole  life  has  been 
devoted  to  the  pursuit  of  the  means  of 
avenging  them." 

Irresistibly  led  by  a  desire  to  know  what 
possible  connection  could  have  existed  be- 
tween her  parents  and  tliis  singular  and 
ferocious  man,  the  wretched  girl  gave  her 
passive  assent.  She  even  hoped  that,  in 
tho  course  of  his  narrative,  somo  softening 
reflections  would  pass  over  his  mind,  the 
affect  of  which  might  be  to  predispose  him 
to  mercy.  Wacousta  buried  his  face  for  a 
few  moments  in  his  largo  hand,  as  if  en- 
deavoring to  collect  and  concentrato  tho 
remembrances  of  past  years.  His  counte- 
nance, meanwhile,  had  undergone  a  change; 
for  thero  was  now  a  shade  of  melancholy 
mixed  with  the  fierceness  of  expression 
usually  observable  there.  This,  however, 
was  dispelled  in  the  course  of  his  narrative, 
and  as  various  opposite  passions  were  in 
turn  powerfully  and  severally  developed. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

"It  is  now  four  and  twenty  years,"  com- 
menced Wacousta,  "  since  your  father  and 
myself  first  met  as  subalterns  in  the  regi- 
ment he  Kow  commands,  when  an  intimacy 
suddenly  sprang  up  between  us,  wliich,  as 
it  was  then  to  our  brother  officers,  has 
since  been  a  source  of  utter  astonishment 
to  myself.  He,  all  coldness,  prudence, 
obsequiousness,  and  forethought.  I,  all 
enthusiasm,  carelessness,  impetuosity,  and 
independence.  Wliether  this  intimacy 
sprang  from  the  adventitious  circumstanco 
of  our  being  more  frequently  thro'vvn  to- 
gether as  officers  of  the  same  company, — 
for  we  were  both  attached  to  the  grenadiers, 
— or  that  my  wild  spirit  was  soothed  by  the 
bland  amenity  of  his  manners  I  know  not. 
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The  latter,  however,  is  not  improbublo ;  for 
proud  and  haughty  and  dignified,  aa  the 
colonel  n<)V>  is,  such  was  not  theti  the  char- 
raoter  of  the  ensign ;  who  seemed  thrown 
out  of  one  of  nature' a  supplest  moulds,  to 
fawn,  and  cringe,  and  worm  his  way  to  fa- 
vor by  the  wily  speciousnoss  of  his  man- 
ners. Oh  God  !"  pursued  Wacousta,  after 
a  momentary  pause  and  striking  his 
palm  agaiuHt  his  forehead,  "that  I  ever 
should  have  been  the  dupe  of  such  a  cold- 
blooded hypocrite  I 

"  As  you  have  just  learnt,  Cornwall  is  the 
country  of  my  birth.  I  was  the  eldest  of 
the  only  two  surviving  children  of  a  large 
family:  and,  as  heir  to  the  baronetcy  of  the 
proud  Mortons,  was  looked  up  to  by  lord 
and  vassal  as  the  future  perpetuator  of  the 
family  name.  My  brother  had  been  design- 
ed for  the  army ;  but  as  this  was  a  profes- 
sion to  which  I  had  attached  my  inclina- 
tions, the  point  was  waived  in  n.y  favor, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  I  first  joined 
the  '■  regiment,  then  quartered  in  the 

Highlands  of  Scotland.  During  my  boy- 
hood I  had  ever  accustomed  myself  to  ath- 
letio  exercises,  and  loved  to  excite  myself 
by  enoountermg  danger  in  its  most  terrific 
forms. 

"  The  wild  daring  by  which  my  boyhood 
had  been  markedwas  powerfully  awakened 
by  the  bold  and  romantic  scenery  of  the 
Scottish  Highlands ;  and  as  the  regiment 
was  at  that  timequartered  in  apart  of  those 
mountainous  districts,  where,  from  the  dis- 
turbed nature  of  the  times,  society  was 
difiScult  of  attainment,  many  of  the  officers 
were  driven  from  necessity,  as  I  was  from 
choice,  to  indulge  in  the  sports  of  the  chase. 
On  one  occasion  a  party  of  four  of  us  set 
out  early  in  the  morning  in  pursuit  of 
deer,  numbers  of  which  we  knew  were  to 
bo  met  with  in  the  mountainous  tracts  of 
Bute  and  Argyleshire.  The  course  wo  hap- 
pened to  take  lay  through  a  succession  of 
deep  dark  glens ;  and  over  frowning  rocks  ; 
the  difficulties  of  access  to  which  only  stir- 
red up  my  dormant  spirit  of  enterprise  the 
more.  We  had  continued  in  this  course 
for  many  hours,  overcoming  one  dif- 
ficulty only  to  be  encountered  by  another, 
and  yet  without  meeting  a  single  deer ;  when 
at  length,  the  faint  blast  of  a  horn  was 
heard  far  above  our  heads  in  the  distance, 
and  presently  a  noble  stag  was  seen  to  ascend 
a  ledge  of  rocks  immediately  in  front  of  us. 
To  raise  my  gun  to  my  shoulder  and  fire 
was  the  work  of  a  moment,  after  which  we 
all  followed  in  pursuit.  On  reaching  the 
spot  where  the  deer  had  first  been  seen,  we 
observed  traces  of  blood,  satisfying  us  he 
had  been  wounded ;  but  the  course  taken 
in  his  flight  was  one  that  seemed  to  defy 
■  every  human  ef^rt  to  follow  in.  It  was  a 
narrow  pointef'  "  edge,  ascending  boldly  to- 
wards a  huge  clitf  that  projected  frowningly 


from  the  extreme  summit,  and  o»  either 
sidolayadark,  deep,  and  apparently  fathom- 
loss  ravine,  to  look  oven  on  which  was 
sufficient  to  appal  the  stoutest  heart,  and 
unnerve  the  steadiest  brain.  For  me  how- 
ever, long  accustomed  to  dangers  of  tho 
sort,  it  had  no  terror.  I  had  proceeded 
about  five  hundred  yards  further,  when  I 
camo  to  tho  termination  of  tho  ledge,  from 
the  equally  narrow  transverse  extremity  of 
which  branched  out  three  others ;  the  whole 
contributing  to  form  a  figure  resembling 
that  of  a  trident.  Along  the  ledge  I  had 
quitted  I  had  remarked  occa«ional  traces 
where  the  stricken  deer  had  passed ;  and 
the  same  blood-spots  now  directed  me  at  a 
point  where,  but  lor  these,  I  must  have  been 
utterly  at  fault.  The  centre  of  thesa  new 
ridges,  and  tho  narrowest,  was  that  taken  by 
tho  animal,  and  on  that  1  once  more  renew- 
ed my  pursuit.  I  continued  my  course  to- 
wards the  main  body  of  rock  that  now  rose 
within  a  hundretl  yards.  How  this  was  to 
be  gained  I  knew  not ;  for  it  shelved  out 
abruptly  from  the  extreme  summit,  over- 
hangmg  he  abyss,  and  presenting  an  appear- 
ance which  I  cannot  moro  properly  render 
than  by  comparing  it  to  the  sounding  boards 
placed  over  the  pulpits  of  ovu*  English 
churches.  Still  I  was  resolved  to  persevere 
to  the  close,  and  I  but  too  vmhappily  suc- 
ceeded. 

"It  was  evident  to  nae  that  there  must  be 
some  opening  through  which  the  deer  had 
effected  his  escape  to  the  precipitous  heights 
above ;  and  I  felt  a  wild  and  fearful  triumph 
in  following  him  to  his  cover,  over  passes 
which  it  was  my  pleasure  to  think  none  of 
the  hardy  mountaineers  themselves  would 
have  dared  to  venture  upon  with  impunity. 
I  paused  not  to  consider  of  the  difficulty  of 
bearing  away  my  prize,  even  if  I  succeeded 
in  overtaking  it.  At  every  step  my  excite- 
ment and  determination  became  stronger, 
and  I  felt  every  fibre  of  my  frame  to  dilate, 
as  when,  in  my  more  boyish  days,  I  used  to 
brave,  in  my  gallant  skiff,  the  mingled  fury 
of  the  warring  elements  of  sea  and  storm. 
Suddenly,  while  my  mind  was  intent  only 
on  the  dangers  I  used  then  to  hold  in  such 
light  estimation,  I  found  my  further  pro- 
gress intercepted  by  a  fissure  in  the  craig. 
It  was  not  the  width  of  this  opening  that 
disconcerted  me,  for  it  exceeded  not  ten 
f«et ;  but  I  came  upon  it  so  unadvisedly, 
that,  in  attempting  to  check  my  forward 
motion,  I  had  nearly  lost  my  equipoise,  and 
fallen  into  the  abyss  that  now  yawnea  be- 
fore on  either  side  of  mo.  To  pause  upon 
the  danger,  would,  I  felt,  be  to  insure  it. 
Summonimg  all  my  dexterity  into  a  single 
bound,  I  cleared  the  chasm  :  and  with  one 
buckskined  foot  (for  my  hunting  costume 
was  strictly  Highland)  clung  firmly  to  tho 
ledge,  while  I  secured  my  balance  with  the 
other.    At  this  point  the  rock  became  gra- 
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dually broader,  so  that  I  now  trod  the  re- 
mainder of  the  rude  path  in  perfect  security, 
until  I  at  length  found  myself  close  to  tho 
vast  mass  of  which  these  ledges  wore  merely 
ramifications  or  viens;  but  still  I  could  dis- 
cover no  outlet  by  wliich  tho  wounded  doc-r 
could  have  escaped.  While  I  lingered, 
thoughtfully,  for  a  moment,  half  in  disaj)- 

{)ointment,  half  in  anger,  and  with  my  back 
eaning  against  tho  rook,  I  fancied  I  heard 
a  rustling,  as  of  the  leaves  and  branches  of 
underwood,  on  that  part  which  projected 
like  a  canopy,  far  above  the  abyss.  I  bent 
my  eyes  eagerly  and  fixedly  on  tho  spot 
whence  the  sound  proceeded,  and  presently 
could  distinguish  the  blue  sky  appearing 
through  an  aperture,  to  which  was,  the  ins- 
tant afterwards,  applied  what  I  conceived 
to  be  a  human  face.  No  sooner,  however, 
was  it  seen  than  withdrawn  ;  and  then  tho 
rustling  of  leaves  was  heard  again,  and  all 
was  still  as  before. 

"  A  new  direction  was  now  given  to  my 
feelings.  I  felt  a  presentiment  tliat  my 
adventure,  if  prosecuted,  would  terminate 
in  some  extraordinary  and  characteristic 
manner;  and  obeying,  as  I  over  did,  the 
first  impulse  of  my  heart,  I  prepared  to 
grapple  once  more  with  the  difficulties  that 
yet  remained  to  be  surmounted.  Securing 
my  gun  between  some  twisted  roots  that 
grew  out  of  and  adhered  to  tho  main  body 
of  the  rock,  I  commenced  the  difficult 
assent ;  and,  after  considerable  effort,  found 
myself  at  length  immediately  under  the 
aperture.  My  progress  along  the  lower 
superficies  of  this  projection  was  like  that 
of  a  crawling  reptile.  My  back  hung 
suspended  over  the  chasm,  into  which  one 
false  movement  of  hand  or  foot,  one  yield- 
ing of  tho  roots  entwined  in  the  rock  must 
inevitably  have  precipitated  me;  and,  while 
my  toes  wormed  themselves  into  the  tor- 
tuous fibres  of  the  latter,  I  passed  hand 
over  hand  beyond  my  head,  until  I  had 
arrived  within  a  foot  or  two  of  the  point  I 
desired  to  reach.  Hero  however,  a  new 
difficulty  occurred.  A  slight  projection  of 
the  rock,  close  to  tho  aperture,  impeded 
my  further  progress  in  the  manner  hitherto 
pursued ;  and,  to  pass  this,  I  was  compell- 
ed to  drop  my  whole  weight,  suspended  by 
one  vigorous  arm,  while  with  the  other,  I 
separated  the  bushes  that  hid  the  open- 
ing. A  violent  exertion  of  every  muscle 
now  impelled  mo  upwards,  until  at  length 
I  had  so  far  succeeded  as  to  introduce  my 
head  and  shoulders  through  the  aperture ; 
after  which  my  final  success  was  no  longer 
doubtful." 

One  of  those  painful  pauses  with  which 
his  narrative  was  often  broken,  here  occur- 
red ;  and,  with  an  energy  that  terrified  her 
whom  he  addressed,  Wacousta  pursued,— 
"Clara  do  Haldimar,  it  was  here — in  this 
garden — thia  paradise — tliis  oasis  of  the 


rocks  in  which  I  now  found  myself,  that 
I  first  saw  and  loved  your  mother.  Hal 
you  start:  you  beUeve  rao  now.  Loved 
her  I"  ho  continued,  after  another  short 
pause — "  oh,  what  it  feeble  word  is  lovoto 
express  the  concentration  of  mighty  fcel- 
inga  that  flowed  like  burning  lava  through 
my  veins  I  WIk)  shall  pretend  to  givou 
name  to  tho  emotion  that  ran  tlu-illingly — 
madly  through  my  excited  i'ramo.  when 
first  1  gazed  on  her,  who,  in  every  attribiito 
of  womanly  beauty,  realizetl  all  my  fondf.'st 
fancy  ever  painted  V— Listen  to  nu»,  Clara," 
he  pursued,  in  a  fiercer  tone,  ami  with  a 
conyulsivo  pressure  of  tho  form  ho  still 
onoii'cle<l: — "  If,  in  my  younger  days,  my 
mind  was  alive  to  enterprise,  and  loved  to 
contemplate  danger  in  its  most  appalling 
forms,  this  was  far  from  beuig  tlie  mastor 
passion  of  my  soul,  nay,  it  was  tho  strong 
necessity  1  felt  of  pouring  into  some  devoted 
bosom  the  overflowing  fulness  of  my  heart 
that  made  me  court  in  solitude  thoso 
positions  of  danger  with  which  tho  image 
of  woman  was  ever  associated. 

•'  I  have  already  said  that,  on  gaining 
the  summit  of  the  rock,  I  found  myself  in 
a  sort  of  oiisis  of  the  mountains.  It  was 
so.  Belted  in  on  every  hand  by  bold  and 
precipituous  crags,  that  seemed  to  defy 
tho  approach  evr.  of  the  wildest  animals, 
and  putting  utterly  at  fault  the  penetra- 
tion and  curiosity  of  man,  was  spread  a 
carpet  of  verdure,  a  luxuriance  of  vegeta- 
tion, that  might  have  put  to  shame  the 
fertility  of  tlie  soft  breezo- nourished  val- 
leys of  Italy  and  Southern  Franco. 

''  At  about  twenty  yards  from  the  aper- 
ture, and  on  a  bank,  formed  of  turf,  cover- 
ed with  moss,  and  interspersed  with  roses 
and  honey-suckles,  sat  the  divinity  of  the 
oasis.  She,  too,  was  clad  in  tho  Highland 
dross,  which  gavo  an  air  of  wildness  and 
elegance  to  her  figure  that  was  in  classic 
harmony  with  the  surrounding  scenery. 
At  tho  moment  of  my  appearance  sho  was 
in  the  act  of  dressing  the  wounded  shoul- 
der of  a  stag  that  had  recently  been  shot ; 
and  from  '  ^  broad  tartan  riband  I  per- 
ceived p  \-y\  to  its  neck,  added  to  the 
fact  of  tuu  lameness  of  the  animal  I  pre- 
sumed that  this  stag,  evidently  a  favorite 
of  its  mistress,  was  the  same  I  had  fired  at 
and  wounded.  Tho  rustling  I  made  among 
the  bushes  had  attracted  her  attention ; 
she  raised  her  eyes  from  the  deer,  and  be- 
holding mo,  started  to  her  feet,  uttering 
a  cry  of  terror  and  surprise.  Fearing  to 
speak,  as  if  the  sound  of  my  own  voice 
were  sufficient  to  dispel  tho  illusion  that 
fascinated  both'eyo  and  heart  into  delicious 
tension  on  her  form,  I  stood  for  some  mo- 
ments as  motionless  as  the  rock  out  of 
wliich  I  appeared  to  grow,  gazing  upon  her 
I  was  destined  to  love  for  ever. 

''It  was  this  utter  immobility  on  my  owu 
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part,  thatcnsurcd  mo  a  continuanco  of  tho 
exquisilo  hiippiiiosB  I  then  eiOoycd.  Thd 
first  inovomout  of  tlio  h*  'tlod  gii  I  had  bet-n 
to  Uy  towards  lior  dvvt'  '^,  wliich  stood  ut 
a  BhortdLst^tnco,  halt'  iiii.oddo«l  in  tlio  sumo 
chi3torini{  roses  and  honoy  nucklcss  that 
adorned  iier  bank  of  moss ;  but  when  sho 
remarked  my  utter  BtiUness,  and  apparent 
abseuco  of  purpose,  nho  chocked  tho  im- 
pulse that  would  have  directed  her  depar- 
ture, and  Btoj)ped,  half  in  curiosity,  half 
in  lear,  to  exaniino  luo  onco  more.  At 
that  moment  all  my  onergios  appeared  to 
bo  restored;  I  threw  myself  into  an  attitudo 
©xpressivo  of  deep  contrition  for  tho 
intrusion  of  which  I  had  been  imconsci- 
ously  guilty,  and  dropping  on  ono  know, 
and  raising  my  claspotl  hands,  inclinou 
them  towards  her  in  token  of  minglwl 
deprecation  of  lier  anger,  and  ret-pectful 
homage  to  hoi-self.  At  lirst  sho  hesitated, 
— then  gradually  and  timidly  ro-trod  her 
way  to  tho  seat  sho  had  so  abruptly  quit- 
ted in  her  alarm.  Emboldened  by  this  move- 
ment, I  mado  a  stop  or  two  in  advance, 
but  no  sooner  had  I  done  so  than  sho  again 
took  to  Uight.  Onco  more,  however,  sho 
turned  to  behold  mo,  and  again  I  had 
dropped  on  my  knoo,  and  was  coiyuring 
her,  with  thosamo  signs,  to  remain  and 
bless  me  with  her  presence.  J^gain  sho 
returned  to  her  seat,  and  again  1  advanced. 
Scarcely  less  timid,  however,  than  tho  deer 
which  followed  her  every  movement,  sho  fled 
a  thiitl  time, — a  tliird  time  looked  back, 
and  ^vas  again  induced,  by  my  supplicating 
manner,  to  return.  FrequenUy  was  this 
repeated,  before  I  finally  found  mysolf  at 
tho  feet,  and  pressing  tho  hand — (oh  Godl 
what  torturo  in  tho  recollection  1) — yes, 
pressing  tho  hand  of  her  for  whoso  smilo  I 
would  even  at  that  moment,  have  sacrificed 
my  Boul.  Such  was  your  mother,  Clara  do 
Ilaldimar ;  yes,  oven  such  as  I  have  described 
her  was  Clara  I3everley." 

Again  Wacousta  paused,  and  his  pause 
was  longer  than  usual,  as,  with  his  largo 
hand  again  covering  his  face,  he  seemed 
endeavoring  to  master  tho  feelings  which 
these  recollections  had  called  up.  Clara 
scarcely  breathed.  Unmindful  of  her  de- 
solate position,  her  soul  was  intent  only  on 
a  history  that  related  so  immediately  to 
her  beloved  mother,  of  whom  all  that  sho  had 
hitherto  known  was  that  she  was  a,  native  of 
Scotland,  that  her  father  had  married  her 
while  quartered  in  that  country.  Thft  deep 
emotion  of  the  terrible  being  before  her 
50  often  manifested  in  tho  course  of  what 
ho  had  already  given  of  liis  recital,  added 
to  her  knowledge  of  tho  facts  just  named, 
scarcely  left  a  doubt  of  tho  truth  of  his 
statement  on  her  mind.  Her  car  was  now 
bent  aching  towards  him,  in  expectation 
of  ft  continuance  of  his  history,  but  he 
still  remained  in  the  same  attitudo  of  ab- 


sorption. An  irregistiblo  impulse  caused 
her  to  extend  her  hand,  and  remove  hi.-« 
own  from  his  eyes:  they  wore  lillod  witli 
tears  ;  and  even  while  her  mind  rapidly 
ombmced  llio  hope  that  this  manifestation 
of  tondernoHs  was  l)ut  tlio  dawning  of 
mercy  towards  tho  ohildreii  of  her  ho  had 
onco  loved,  hm*  kind  naturo  could  not 
avoid  sympathising  with  him,  whoso  un- 
couthness  of  aii[Kniranco  an<l  Bavagones.i 
of  naturo    wore,    in  r  measure,    lost 

sight  of  in  tho  fact  c  powerful  love 

ho  yet  apparently  acknowledged. 

But  no  sooner  did  Wacousta  fool  tho  soft 
pressure  of  her  hand,  and  moot  her  eyes 
turned  on  his  with  an  expression  of  inter- 
est, than  tho  m"st  ra^tid  transition  was 
ctlucted  in  his  feelings.  lie  drew  tho  form 
of  tho  weakly  resisting  girl  closer  to  his 
heart;  again  imprinted  a  kiss  upon  her 
lips  ;  and  then,  while  every  muscle  in  his 
iron  framo  seemed  quivering  with  emotion, 
exclaimed, — "By  heaven  I  that  touch,  that 
glanco,  were  ClaraBeverloy's.  Yes,  Clara," 
ho  proceeded  more  deliberately,  as  ho 
scanned  her  form  with  an  eye  that  made  her 
shudder,  "such  as  your  mother  was,  so  are 
you;  tho  same  delicacy  of  proportion;  tho 
same  graceful  curvature  of  limb,  only  less 
rounded,  loss  womanly,  ^ut  you  must  l»o 
younger  by  about  two  than  sho  then 

was." 

There  was  a  cool  licoii..o  of  speech — a 
startling  freedom  of  manner — in  tho  latter 
part  of  his  address,  that  disappointed  not 
less  than  it  pained  and  offended  tho  unhap- 
py Clara.  Sho  shuddered;  and  sighing 
bitterly,  suffered  her  tears  to  force  them- 
selves tlu-ough  her  closed  lids  upon  her 
palid  cheek.  This  change  in  her  appear- 
ance seemed  to  act  as  a  check  on  the  tem- 
porary excitement  of  Wacousta.  Again 
obeying  one  of  those  rapid  transitions  of 
feeling,  for  which  ho  was  remarkable^  ho 
once  more  assumed  an  expression  of  serious- 
ness, and  thus  continued  his  narrative. 


CHAPTER  XXX. 

"It  boots  not  now,  Clara,  toentier  upon 
all  that  succeeded  to  my  first  introduction 
to  your  mother.  It  would  tako  long  to 
relate,  not  tho  gradations  of  our  passion, 
for  that  was  like  tho  whirlwind  of  the 
desert,  sudden  and  devastating  from  the 
first;  but  tho  burning  vow,  the  plighted 
faith,  the  reposing  confidence,  the  uncheck- 
ed abandonment  that  flew  from  the  lips, 
and  filled  tho  heart  of  each,  sealed,  as  they 
were,  with  kisses,  long,  deep  enervating, 
even  such  as  I  had  ever  pictured  that  divine 
pledge  of  human  affection  should  be. 
Yes,  Clara  do  Haldimar  your  mother  was  the 
child  of  naturo  then. 

I  was  not  always   tho  rugged   being  I 
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now  appear.  Of  surpossing  strength  I  had 
«'Vi'r  been,  and  ilcot  uf  foot;  Imt  not  iIu'm 
h;ul  1  uttiiincd  \o  my  prosiMit  >,'igantic  t-ui- 
lure  I  neither  was  my  Ibrui  endowed  with 
th«  wamo  herculean  rudeness  i  nor  did  my 
complexion  wear  tho  Hwarthy  hu<*  of  tlie 
mivugo;  nor  had  my  foaturcsneen  rendered 
repulsive,  from  tho  jiorpetual  action  of 
liioso  ficrao  passions  whieli  have  sinco  as- 
baik'd  my  soul. 

Your  mother  had  V)een  brought  up  in 
Holitiido,  and  without  hiving  neen  llio  face 
of  another  mau  than  her  father.  <.'olonel 
lioverlcy,  of  English  name,  but  Scottish 
connections,  was  an  old  gentleman  of  con- 
fcii'lerablo  eccentricity  of  character,  lie  had 
taken  a  part  in  tho  rebellion  of  171JJ;  but 
(■iclf  and  disgusted  with  an  issue  by  which 
his  fortunes  had  been  ad'ected,  and  heart- 
broken by  tho  loss  of  a  beloved  wife,  whose 
death  had  been  aocelerated  by  circumstan- 
ces connected  with  tho  disturbed  nature  of 
tho  times,  ho  had  resolved  to  bury  himself 
and  child  in  somo  wild,  where  tlie  faco  of 
man,  whom  ho  loathed,  might  no  more  of 
fend  liis  siglit.  This  oasis  of  tho  moun- 
tains was  the  hpot  selected  for  his  pui  nose 
for  ho  had  discovered  it  some  years  pr(  m  lus- 
ly  on  an  occasion,  when  closely  pursued  l»y 
Bomo  of  tho  English  troops,  and  Bej_)arat- 
ed  from  his  followers,  ho  had  only  cflceted 
his  escape  by  venturing  on  tho  ledges 
of  rock  I  have  already  descii))ed.  After 
minuto  subsequent  searcli  nt  tho  rp- 
posito  extremity  of  tho  oblong  belt  oi 
rocks  that  shut  it  in  on  every  hand,  ho 
liad  discovered  an  opening,  through  which 
tho  transport  of  such  necessaries  as  were 
essential  to  his  object  might  bo  effected  ; 
and,  causing  ono  of  his  dwelling  houses  to 
be  pulled  down,  ho  had  the  materials  carried 
across  tho  rocks  on  tho  shoulders  of  tho 
men  employed  to  re-erect  them  in  liis  chosen 
solitude.  A  few  months  served  to  com- 
plete those  arrangements,  which  included  a 
garden  abounding  in  every  fruit  and  flower 
that  could  possibly  live  in  so  elevated  a 
region ;  and  this,  in  time,  under  his  own 
culture,  aud  that  of  his  daughter,  became 
the  Eden  it  first  appeared  to  mo. 

"  Previous  to  their  entering  on  this  cm- 
l)loyment,tho  workmen  had  been  severally 
Kvvorn  to  secrecy  ;  and  when  all  was  declar- 
ed ready  for  his  reception,  the  colonel 
Bummoned  them  a  second  timo  to  his 
presence  ;  when,  after  making  a  handsome 
present  to  each;  in  addition  to  his  liire,  ho 
found  no  difficulty  in  prevailing  on  tnem 
to  renew  their  oath  that  they  would  pre- 
serve the  most  scrupulous  silence  in  regard 
to  the  place  of  his  retreat.  lie  then  took 
advantage  of  a  dark  and  tempestuous  night 
to  execute  his  project,  and,  attended  only 
by  an  old  woman  and  her  daughter^  faithful 
dependants  of  the  family,  set  out  m  quest 
of  his  new  abode,  leaving  all  his  neighbors 
'  10 


todiscu-'s  and  xniirvel  nt  tho  singularity  of 

his  (lisai'poaiunee.  Triic  to  lii^  text,  l^nv- 
ever,  not  even  a  boy  was  adnhtud  into  his 
ho\iKohold;  and  here  they  had  continued 
to  live,  urvsoeing  and  unseen  by  man,  ex- 
cept wlien  a  solitiiryand  distant  uiuuntaiu- 
eer  occasionally  flitted  among  the  rocks 
below  in  pursuit  of  his  game.  Fruits  and 
Vigetables  comiiosed  thi'ir  diet,  but  onco 
11,  fortnight  the  old  womnn  was  desjjatclKMl 
fliroiigh  tlie  opening  already  meiitioii"(i, 
wlii 'h  was  at  otlier  times  so  secured  by  h(>r 
master  that  no  hand  but  his  own  c  uuid  re- 
move tho  intricate  fastenings.  This  expe. 
dition  had  for  its  object  tho  purchase  of 
bread  and  animal  food  at  tho  nearest  murk- 
<'t ;  and  (Very  time  sho  sullied  fo  th  an  oath 
was  administered  to  tho  cione,  the  jiurport 
of  which  was  not  only  ihat  ^Iit  woulcl  re- 
turn, unless  prevented  by  violence  ordeath, 
but  that  sho  would  not  answer  any  rjues- 
tions  put  to  her,  as  to  whom  sho  was, 
whence  she  canie,  or  for  wliom  tho  fruits  of 
her  ]iiarketing  were  iiiten<led. 

'•Meanwhile,  wrapped  u]»  in  his  books, 
which  were  chiefly  classic  authors,  or  writ- 
ers on  idistruse  sciences,  tho  misiuithropi- 
cal  colonil  jKiid  little  or  no  attention  to 
tho  cultivation  of  tho  intellect  of  lus 
daughter,  whom  he  had  merely  instructed 
in  the  elementary  branches  of  education: 
in  all  which,  however,  nho  evinced  an  ii\)U- 
tude  and  perfectibility  that  indicated  quick- 
ness of  genius  and  a  capability  of  far  high- 
er attainments.  Books  ho  principally  with- 
held from  her,  because  they  brought  tho 
imago  of  man,  whom  ho  hated,  and  wished 
she  should  also  hate,  too  often  in  flatter- 
ing colors  before  her :  and  had  any  work 
treating  of  lovo  been  found  to  havo  crept 
accidentally  into  his  own  collection,  it 
would  instantly  and  indignantly  have  been 
committed  to  tho  flames. 

''Thus  loft  to  tho  action  of  her  own 
heart — tho  guidance  of  her  own  feelings — 
it  was  but  natural  your  mother  should  havo 
suffered  her  imagination  to  repose  on  an 
ideal  happiness,  which,  although  in  some 
degree  destitute  of  shape  and  character, 
was  still  powerfully  felt.  What  dear  ac- 
knowledgments (alas  I  too  deceitful)  flowed 
from  her  guileless  lips,  even  dm'ing  our 
fu'st  interview. 

"Two  long  and  delicious  hours,"  pur- 
sued Wacousta,  after  another  painful  pauso 
of  Bomo  moments,  "  did  wo  pass  together, 
exchanging  thought,  and  speech,  and  heart, 
as  if  the  term  of  our  acquaintance  had 
been  coeval  with  tho  first  dawn  of  our 
intellectual  life;  when  suddenly  a  small 
silver-toned  bell  was  heard  from  the  direc- 
tion 01  tho  house,  hid  from  the  spot  on 
which  ^vo  sat  by  tho  luxuriant  foliage 
of  an  intervening  laburnum.  The  sound 
eeemed  to  dissipate  the  dreamy  calm  that 
had  wrapped  the  sovd  of  yom*  mother  into 
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forgetfulness.  Sho  started  suddenly  up, 
and  bade  mo,  if  I  loved  her,  begone,  as 
that  bell  announced  her  required  atten- 
dance on  her  lather,  who,  now  awakened 
from  tho  mid-day  slumber  in  which  he 
ever  indulged,  was  about  to  take  liis 
accustomed  walk  around  tho  grounds ; 
which  was  little  else,  in  fact  than  a  close 
inspectior  of  the  walls  of  his  natural  cas- 
tle. I  rose  to  obey  her :  our  eyes  met,  and 
sho  threw  herself  into  my  extended  arms. 
Wo  whispered  anew  our  vows  of  eternal 
love.  Sho  called  mo  her  husband,  and  I 
pronounced  the  endearing  name  of  wife. 
A  burning  kiss  sealed  tho  compact :  and  on 
her  archly  observing  that  tho  sleep  of  her 
father  continued  about  two  hours  at  noon, 
and  that  the  old  woman  and  her  daughter 
were  alw'iys  occupied  within  doors,  I  pro- 
mised to  reiDcat  my  visit  every  second  day 
until  sho  finally  quitted  her  retreat  to  be 
my  ovm  for  life. 

"Ono  morning  I  had  hastily  sketchedan 
outline  of  your  mother's  features  in  pencil, 
with  a  view  to  assist  nic  in  tho  design  of  a 
miniature  I  proposed  painting  from  me- 
mory. While  occupied  tho  second  day  in 
its  completion,  it  occun'ed  to  me  I  was  in 
orders  for  duty  en  tho  following,  which  was 
that  of  my  promised  visit  to  the  oasis;  and 
I  despatched  my  servant  with  my  compli- 
ments to  your  father,  and  a  request  that  he 
would  bo  so  obliging  as  to  take  my  guard 
for  mo  on  the  to-morrow,  and  I  would  per- 
form his  duty  when  next  his  name  appeared 
on  tho  roster.  Some  time  afterwards  I 
heard  tho  door  of  tho  room  in  which  I  sat 
open,  and  some  one  enter.  Presuming  it 
to  bo  my  servant,  (returned  from  tho  exe- 
cution of  tho  message  with  whichhe  had  just 
been  charged,)  I  paid  no  attention  to  tho 
circumstance ;  but  finding,  presently,  he  did 
not  speak,  I  turned  round  with  a  view  of 
demanding  what;  answer  ho  had  brought. 
To  my  sm-prise,  however,  I  beheld,  not  my 
servant,  but  your  father.  IIo  was  standing 
looking  over  my  shoulder  at  tho  work  on 
which  I  was  engaged ;  and  notwithstanding 
in  tho  instant  ho  resumed  tho  cold,  quiet, 
smirking  look  that  usually  distinguished 
him  I  thought  I  could  traco  tho  evidence 
of  somo  deep  emotion  which  my  action  had 
suddenly  dispelled.  Ho  apologised  for  his 
intrusion,  although  wo  were  on  thoao  terms 
that  rendered  apology  unnecessary,  but 
said  ho  had  just  received  my  message,  and 
preferred  coming  in  person  to  assure  me  how 
happy  ho  should  feel  to  take  my  duty,  or  to 
render  mo  anjr  other  service  in  his  power.  J 
thought  he  laid  unusual  emphasis  on  the  last 
sentence  ;  yet  I  thanked  him  warmly,  stat- 
ing that  tho  only  service  I  should  now 
exact  of  him  would  bo  to  take  my  guard, 
as  I  was  compelled  to  bo  absent  nearly  the 
whole  of  tho  following  morning.  IIo  ob- 
served with  a  smile,  he  hoped  I  was  not  going 


to  venture  my  neck  on  thoso  dangerous 
precipices  a  second  time,  after  tho  narrow 
escape  I  had  had  on  the  preceding  day.  An 
he  spoke,  I  thought  his  eye  met  mine  with 
a  sly  yet  scrutinising  glance  |  and,  not  wish- 
ing to  reply  immediately  to  his  question; 
I  asked  him  what  he  thought  of  the  work 
with  which  I  was  endeavoring  to  bcguilo 
an  idle  hour.  IIo  took  it  up,  and  I  watched 
the  expression  of  his  handsome  counte- 
nance with  the  anxiety  of  a  lover  who 
wishes  that  all  should  think  his  mistress 
beautiful  as  ho  does  himself.  It  betrayed 
a  very  indefinite  sort  of  admiration ;  and 
yet  it  struck  me  there  was  an  eagerness  in 
his  dilating  eye  that  contrasted  strongly 
with  tho  calm  and  unconcern  of  his  other 
features.  At  length  I  asked  him  laughing- 
ly, what  he  thought  of  my  Cornish  cousin. 
He  replied,  cautiously  enough,  that  since  it 
Vi'as  the  likeness  of  a  cousin,  and  ho  dwelt 
emphatically  on  tho  word,  ho  could  not 
fail  to  admire  it.  Candor,  however,  com- 
pelled him  to  admit,  that  had  I  not  de- 
clared the  original  to  bo  ono  so  closely  con- 
nected with  me,  ho  should  have  said  tho 
talant  of  so  perfect  an  artist  might  have 
been  better  employed. 

"Tho  next  day  saw  me  again  at  the  side 
of  your  mother,  who  received  me  with  the 
same  artless  demonstrations  of  affection. 
After  tho  first  full  and  unreserved  inter- 
change of  our  souls'  best  feelings,  our  con- 
versation turned  upon  lighter  topics ;  and 
I  took  an  opportunity  to  produce  the  fruit 
of  my  application  since  wo  parted.  Never 
shall  I  forget  tho  surprise  and  delight  that 
animated  her  beautiful  countenance  when 
first  sho  gazed  upon  the  miniature.  Slio 
expressed-a  strong  desiro  to  retain  it  j  and  to 
this  I  readily  assented ;  stipulating  cfnly  to 
keep  it  until  my  next  visit,  in  order  that  I 
might  tako  an  exact  copy  for  myself.  Sho 
herself,  sho  said,  had  not  been  idle.  Al- 
though her  pencil  could  not  call  up  my  im- 
age in  the  samo  manner,  her  pen  had  better 
repaid  her  exertions  ;  and  in  return  for  tho 
portrait  she  would  give  mo  a  letter  she  had 
\vritten  to  beguile  her  loneliness  on  tho  pre- 
ceding day.  As  sho  spoke  sho  drew  a  seal- 
ed packet  from  tho  bosom  of  her  dress, 
and  placing  it  in  my  hand,  desired  me  not 
to  read  it  until  I  had  returned  to  my  home. 
But  there  was  an  expression  of  sweet  con- 
fusion in  her  lovely  countenance,  and  a 
tropido.tion  in  her  manner,  that,  half  dis- 
closing the  truth,  rendered  mo  utterly  im- 
patient of  tho  delay  imposed:  and  eagerly 
tjrcaking  tho  seal,  I  devoured  rather  than 
read  its  contents. 

"Accursed  madness  of  recollection!" 
pursued  Wacousta,  again  striking  his  brow 
violently  with  his  hand, — "  why  is  it  that 
I  ever  feel  thus  unmanned  while  recurring 
to  thoso  letters  ?  Oh  1  Clara  do  Haldimar 
never  did  woman  pen  to  man„such  declara- 
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eagerly 
er  than 


lions  of  tenderness  and  attachment  a,s  that 
too  dear  but  faithless  letter  of  your  mother 
contained.  All  confidinnness,  she  sank  Iior 
head  upon  my  chest  which  heaved  scarcely 
less  wildly  tlum  her  own. 

"The  hour  of  parting  at  length  arrived, 
annoimced,  as  before,  by  the  small  bell  of 
her  lather,  and  I  again  toro  myself  from 
her  arms." 


CHAPTEIl  XXXI. 

"Nearly  a  month  passed  away  in  this 
manner ;  and  at  each  interview  our  affec- 
tion seemed  to  increase.  One  day,  while 
preparing  to  set  out  on  my  customary  ex- 
cursion, a  report  suddenly  reached  me  that 
tlie  route  had  arrived  for  the  regiment, 

who  were  to  march  from within  three 

days.  This  intelligence  I  received  witli 
inconceivable  delight  I  for  it  had  been  settl- 
ed by  your  mother  and  myself  that  this 
should  be  the  moment  chosen  for  her  depar- 
tm'e 

"With  a  glowing  check  and  a  counte- 
nance radiant  with  happiness,  did  your 
mother  receive  my  proposal  to  prepare  for 
her  departure  on  the  following  day.  Slio 
was  sufficiently  aware,  even  through  what 
I  had  stated  myself,  that  there  were  certain 
ceremonies  of  the  church  to  be  performed, 
in  order  to  give  sanctity  to  our  union, 
and  ensure  her  own  personal  respectability 
in  the  world ;  and  these,  I  told  licr,  would 
bo  solemnised  by  the  chaplain  of  tlio  regi- 
ment. She  implicitly  confided  m  me :  ami 
sho  was  right ;  for  I  loved  her  too  well  to 
make  her  my  mistress,  while  no  barrier  ex- 
isted to  her  claim  to  a  dearer  title. 

' '  The  only  difficulty  that  now  occurred  was 
the  manner  of  her  flight.  I  had  proposed, 
as  the  most  feasible  and  rational  plan,  that 
the  colonel  should  bo  compelled  to  give  us 
egress  through  the  secret  passage,  when  wo 
might  command  the  services  of  tho  old 
woman  to  guido  us  through  the  passes  that 
led  to  tho  town ;  but  to  this  your  mother 
most  urgently  objected,  declaring  that  sho 
would  rather  encounter  any  personal  peril 
that  might  attend  her  escape  in  a  different 
manner,  than  appear  to  be  a  pairtioipator  in 
an  act  of  violence  agamst  her  pa,rent,  whose 
obstinacy  of  character  she  moreover  knew 
too  well  to  leave  a  hope  of  his  being  inti- 
midated into  the  accompHshment  of  our  ob- 
ject, even  by  a  threat  of  death  itself.  This 
plan  I  was  therefore  compelled  to  abandon ; 
and  as  neither  of  us  were  able  to  discover 
tho  passage  by  which  tho  deer  always 
effected  its  entrance,  I  was  obliged  to  ffx 
upon  one  which  it  was  iirged  should  be 
put  in  practice  on  tho  following  day. 

"On  my  return,  I  occupied  myself  with 
preparations  for  the  reception  of  her  who 
was  so  Bpe<  iily  to  become  my  wife.      Un- 


wilUng  that  she  should  bo  seen  by  any  of 
my  companions,  until  the  ceremony  was  fi- 
nally performed.  I  engaged  apartments  In 
a  small  retired  cottage,  distant  about  half 
a  mile  from  the  furthest  extremity  of  tho 
town,  where  I  purposed  sho  should  remain 
until  the  regiment  finally  quitted  the  sta- 
tion. This  point  secured,  I  hastened  to  tho 
quarters  of  tho  chaplaiu,  to  engage  his  ser- 
vices for  the  following  evening;  but  ho 
was  from  homo  at  the  time,  and  I  repiiired 
to  my  own  rooms,  to  prepare  tho  means  of 
escape  for  your  mother.  These  occupied 
me  until  a  very  lato  hour ;  and  when  at 
length  I  retired  to  rest,  it  was  only  to  in- 
dulge in  tho  fondest  imaginings  that  ever 
filled  the  heart  of  a  devoted  lover.  Alas! 
(and  tho  dark  warrior  agahi  sighed  heavily) 
the  day-dream  of  my  happiness  was  already 
fast  drawing  to  a  close. 

'•  At  half  an  hour  before  noon,  I  was  again 
in  tho  oasis  ;  your  motlier  was  at  the  wont- 
ed spot;  and  although  she  received  me  with 
her  sicmiest  smiles,  there  were  traces  of 
tears  upon  her  chceli.  She  implored  me  to 
forgive  her  weakness  ;  but  it  wn^  the  first 
time  sho  was  to  be  separated  from  her  pa- 
rent ;  and  conscious  as  she  was  that  it  was  to 
bo  for  ever,  sho  could  not  repress  the  feel- 
ing that  rose,  desj^ite  of  herself,  to  her 
heart.  She  had,  however,  prepared  a  letter, 
at  my  suggestion,  to  bo  left  on  her  favorite 
moss  scat,  where  it  was  likely  sho  would 
first  bo  sought  by  her  father,  to  assure  him 
of  her  safety,  and  of  her  prospects  of  futuro 
happiness  ;  and  tho  consciousness  that  ho 
would  labor  under  no  harrowing  uncertain- 
ty in  regard  to  her  fate,  seemed  at  length  to 
sootlio  and  satisfy  her  heart. 

"I  now  led  her  to  tho  aperture,  where  I 
had  left  the  apparatus  provided  for  my  pur- 
jjose ;  this  consisted  of  a  close  netting, 
about  four  feet  in  depth,  witli  a  board  for  a 
footstool  at  tho  bottom,  and  furnished  at 
intervals  with  hoops,  so  as  to  keep  it  full 
and  open.  The  top  of  this  nettmg  was  pro- 
vided with  two  handles,  to  which  were  at- 
tached tho  ends  of  a  cord  many  fathoms  in 
length ;  tho  whole  of  such  durability,  as  to 
have  boi"ne  weights  equal  to  those  of  thi'eo 
ordinary  sized  men,  with  which  I  had  prov- 
ed it  prior  to  my  setting  out.  My  first  caro 
was  to  bandago  tho  eyes  of  your  mother, 
(who  willingly  and  fearlessly  submitted  to 
all  I  proposed,)  that  she  might  not  see,  and 
become  faint  with  seeing  tho  terrible  chasm 
over  which  sho  was  about  to  bo  suspended. 
I  then  placed  her  within  the  netting,  which, 
fitting  closely  to  her  person,  and  reaching 
under  her  arms,  completely  secured  her; 
an<l  my  next  urgent  request  was,  that  sho 
should  not,  on  any  account,  remove  tho 
bandago  or  mako  tho  slightest  mov(?hient, 
when  she  found  herself  stationary  below, 
until  I  had  joined  her.  I  then  dropped  her 
gently    through    tho    aperture,    lowering 
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fathom  after  fathom  of  the  rope,  the  ends 
of  which  I  liad  iirmly  secured  round  the 
trunk  of  a  tree,  as  an  additional  safeguard, 
until  she  tinally  came  on  a  level  with  that 
part  of  the  cliff  on  wliich  I  had  reposed 
when  first  she  beheld  me.  As  she  still 
hung  immediately  over  the  abyss,  it  was 
necessary  to  give  a  gi'aduul  imjDetus  to  her 
weight,  to  enable  her  to  gain  the  landing- 
place.  I  now,  therefore,  commenced  swing- 
ing her  to  and  fro,  until  she  at  length  came 
60  near  the  point  desired,  that  I  clearly 
saw  the  principal  difficulty  was  surmounted. 
Tlie  necessary  motion  having  been  given  to 
the  balance,  with  one  vigorous  and  final 
impulsion  I  dexterously  contrived  to  depo- 
sit her  several  feet  from  the  edge  of  the 
lower  rock,  wbjn  slackening  the  rope  on 
the  instant,  I  had  the  inexi^ressible  satis- 
faction to  see  tliat  she  remained  firm  and 
stationary.  The  waving  of  hor  scarf  im- 
mediately afterwards  (i\  signal  jireviously 
agreed  upon),  announced  she  had  sustain- 
ed no  injury  in  this  I'ather  rude  collision 
with  the  rock,  and  I  in  turn  commenced 
my  descent. 

"Fearing  to  cast  away  the  ends  of  the 
rope,  lest  their  weight  should  by  any  chance 
affect  the  balance  of  the  footing  your  moth- 
er had  obtained,  I  now  secured  them  around 
my  loins,  and  accomplishing  my  descent  in 
the  customary  manner,  speedily  found  my- 
self once  more  at  the  side  of  my  heart's 
dearest  treasure.  I  prcjiared  to  execute 
the  remainder  of  my  task;  and  again  ap- 
plied the  bandaf; e  to  her  eyes,  saying  that, 
although  the  inincii^al  danger  was  over, 
still  there  was  another  I  could  not  bear  she 
should  look  upon. 

"Disengaging  the  rope  irom  the  handles 
of  the  netting,  I  now  applied  to  these  a 
broad  leathern  belt,  and  stooping  with  my 
back  to  the  cherished  burden  with  which  I 
was  about  to  charge  myself,'  passed  the 
centre  of  the  belt  across  my  chest,  much 
in  the  manner  in  which,  os  you  are  aware. 
Indian  women  carry  tlieir  infant  children. 
As  an  additional  j^recaution,  I  had  secured 
the  netting  round  my  waist  by  a  strong 
lacing  of  cord,  and  then  raising  myself  to 
my  full  height,  and  satisfying  myself  of +he 
perfect  freedom  of  action  of  my  limbs, 
seized  a  long  balancing  polo  I  had  loft  sus- 
pended against  the  rock  at  my  last  visit, 
and  commenced  my  descent  of  the  sloping 
lidge.  On  approaching  the  horrible  chasm 
.1  feeling  of  faintness  came  over  me,  des- 
pite of  the  confidence  with  which  I  had 
previously  armed  myself.  This,  however, 
was  but  momentary.  Sensible  that  every 
thing  depended  on  rapidity  of  movement, 
I  paused  not  in  my  course ;  but,  quicken- 
ing my  pace  as  1  gradually  drew  nearer, 
gave  the  necessary  impetus  to  my  motion, 
and  cleared  the  gap  with  a  facility  far  ex- 
ceeding what  had  distinguished  my  first 


passage,  and  wliich  was  the  fruit  of  cons- 
tant practice  alone.  Hero  my  balance  was 
sustained  by  the  pole  ;  and  at  length  I  had 
the  inexpressible  satisfaction  to  find  myself 
at  the  very  extremity  of  the  ridge,  jyid 
immediately  at  the  point  where  I  had  left 
my  comi^anions  in  my  first  memorable 
pursuit. 

"In  the  deep  transports,  of  my  joy,  I 
once  more  threw  myself  on  my  knees  in 
speechless  thanksgiving  to  Providence  for 
the  complete  success  of  my  undertaking. 
Your  mother,  whom  I  had  previously  releas  • 
cd  from  her  confinement,  did  the  same  ; 
and  at  that  moment  the  union  of  our  hearts 
seemed  to  bo  cemented  by  a  divine  influ- 
ence, manifestr  i  h\  the  fullness  of  gratitude 
of  each.  Th  .ng  over  her  shoulders 
the  mantle  of  ,  youth,  which  I  had  secret- 
ed near  the  sj^ot,  I  enjoined  her  to  follow 
me  closely  in  the  path  I  was  about  to  jiui 
sue. 

"I  have  not  hitherto  found  it  necessary 
to  state,"  continued  Wacousta,  his  brow 
lowering  with  fierce  and  gloomy  thought, 
"  that  «aore  than  once,  latterly,  on  my  re- 
turn from  the  oasis,  whicli  was  usually  at  a 
stated  hour,  I  had  observed  a  hunter  hov- 
ering near  the  end  of  the  ledge,  yet  quick- 
ly retreating  as  I  advanced.  There  was 
something  m  the  figure  of  this  man  that 
recalled  to  my  recollection  the  form  of 
your  faUier;  but  over,  on  my  return  to 
quarters,  I  found  him  in  uniform,  and  exhi- 
biting any  thing  but  the  appearance  of  one 
who  liad  recently  been  threading  his  weary 
way  among  rocks  and  fastnesses.  Besides, 
the  improbability  of  tliis  fact  was  so  great, 
that  it  occupied  not  my  attention  beyond 
the  passing  moment.  On  the  present  occa- 
sion, however,  I  saw  the  same  hunter,  and 
was  more  forcibly  than  ever  struck  by  the 
resemblance  to  my  friend.  Prior  to  my 
quitting  the  point  where  l-had  liberated 
your  mother  iiom  the  netting,!  had,  in  ad- 
tlition  to  the  disguise  of  the  cloak,  found 
it  necessary  to  make  some  alteration  in  the 
arrangement  of  her  hair;  the  redundancy 
of  which,  as  it  floated  gracefully  over  her 
polished  neck,  was  in  itself  sufficient  to 
betray  her  sex.  With  this  view  I  had  re- 
moved ho'-  plumed  bonnet.  It  was  the 
first  time  I  had  hoon  her  Avithout  it;  and 
so  dcejily  impressed  was  I  by  the  angel  like 
character  of  the  extreme  feminine  beauty, 
she,  moro  than  ever,  then  exhibited,  that 
I  knelt  in  silent  adoration  for  some  mo- 
ments at  her  feet,  my  eyes  and  countenance 
alone  expressing  the  fervent  and  almost 
holy  emotion  of  my  enraptured  soul. 

" Immediately  we  pursued  our  course; 
and  after  an  hour's  rather  laborious  exer- 
tion, at  length  emerged  from  the  succession 
of  glens  and  rocks  that  lay  in  oiir  way ; 
when  sku'ting  the  valley  in  which  the  town 
was  situated,  we  finally  reached  the  cottage 
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where  I  had  secured  my  lodging.  Previous 
to  entering  it,  I  had  told  your  mother,  that 
for  the  few  hours  that  would  intervene 
before  the  marriag.s  ceremony  could  lie 
performed,  I  should,  by  way  of  luUir^gthe 
curiosity  of  her  hostess,  introduce  he  r  as  a 
near  relative  of  my  o^ni.  This  I  did  accor- 
dingly; and,  having  seen  tliat  every  thing 
was  comfortably  arranged  for  )ior  conveni- 
ence, and  recommending  her  strongly  to 
the  care  of  the  old  woman,  I  set  oil"  once 
more  in  search  of  the  cliaiolain  of  the  re- 
giment. Before  I  could  reach  his  residence 
iiowcver,  I  was  met  by  a  sergeant  of  my 
company,  who  camo  running  towards  me, 
evidently  with  some  intelligence  of  moment. 
Ho  stated,  that  my  presence  was  required 
without  delay.  The  grenadiers,  with  the 
senior  subaltern,  were  in  orders  for  detach- 
ment for  an  important  service  ;  and  consi- 
derable displeasure  had  been  manifested 
by  the  colonel  at  my  absence,  especially 
as  of  late  I  ha  1  greatly  neglected  my  mili- 
tary duties.  He  had  been  looking  for  mo 
eveiy  where,  ho  said,  but  without  success, 
when  Ensign  de  Ualdimar  had  i:iointed  out 
to  liim  in  what  direction  it  was  likely  I 
might  bo  found. 

"With  a  beating  heart  did  I  assume  an 
uniform  that  appeared,  at  that  moment, 
hideous  in  my  eyes ;  yet  I  was  not  without 
a  hope  I  might  get  off  this  ill-timed  duty. 
Before  I  had  completed  my  equipment, 
yovir  father  entered  mj''  quarters ;  and  when 
I  first  glanced  my  eyo  full  upon  his,  I 
thought  his  countenanco  exhibited  evi- 
dences of  confusion.  This  immediately  re- 
minded mo  of  the  unknown  liuutor,  and  I 
asked  liim  if  ho  was  not  tlio  i^erson  I  de- 
scribed. His  answer  was  not  a  positive  de- 
nial, but  a  mixture  of  railery  and  surprise 
that  lulled  my  doubts,  enfeebled  as  they 
were  by  the  restored  calm  of  his  features. 
I  then  tokl  him  that  I  had  a  particular  fa- 
vor to  ask  of  him,  which,  in  consideration 
of  our  friendship,  I  trusted  ho  would  not 
refuse ;  and  that  was,  to  tako  my  duty  in 
tho*  expedition  about  to  set  forth.  His 
manner  implied  concern ;  and  ho  asked, 
vnih  a  look  that  had  much  deliberate  ex- 
pression in  it,  '  if  I  was  awaro  that  it  was  a 
duty  in  which  blood  was  expected  to  be 
shed  ?  Ho  could  not  suppose  that  any  con- 
sideration would  induco  mo  to  resign  my 
duty  to  another  officer,  when  apprised  of 
this  fact.'  All  this  was  said  with  the  air  of 
one  really  interested  in  my  honor ;  but  in 
my  increasing  impatience,  I  told  him  I 
wanted  none  of  his  cant ;  I  simply  asked 
him  a  favor,  wliich  ho  would  grant  or  de- 
cline as  he  thought  proper.  This  was  a 
harshness  of  language  I  had  never  indulged 
in ;  but  my  mind  was  sore  under  tho  exist- 


ing causes  of  my  annoyance,  and  I  could 
not  bear  to  have  my  motives  rellectcd  on 
at  a  moment  when  my  lioart  was  torn  with 
all  the  agonies  attendant  on  tho  position 
in  which  I  found  myself  placed.  His  cheek 
paled  and  flushed  more  than  once,  before 
horcpHed,  'that  in  spite  of  my  unkind- 
ness  liis  friendship  miglit  induce  him  to  do 
much  for  mo,  even  as  he  hud  hitherto  done, 
but  that  on  tho  present  occasion  it  rested 
not  with  liim.  in  order  to  justify  himself 
ho  would  no  longer  disguise  tho  I'acb  from 
me,  that  the  colonel  had  declared,  in  the 
presence  of  the  whole  regiment,  I  should 
take  my  cUity  regularly  in  future,  and  not 
be  suliered  to  mako  a  convenience  of  the 
service  any  longer.  If,  however,  ho  could 
do  anything  for  mo  during  my  absence,  I 
had  liut  to  command  him.' 

'■  While  I  was  yet  giving  vent,  hi  no 
measured  terms,  to  tho  indignation  I  felt 
at  being  made  tho  subject  of  public  censure 
by  the  colonel,  tho  same  sergeant  camo  in- 
to the  room,  announcing  that  the  company 
wore  only  waiting  for  mo  to  inarch,  and 
that  tho  colonel  desired  my  instant  pre- 
sence. In  tho  agitation  of  my  feelings,  I 
scarcely  knew  what  I  did,  putting  several 
portions  of  my  regimental  equipment  on 
mo  so  completely  awry,  that  your  father 
noticed  and  rectitied  the  errors  I  had  com- 
mitted ;  while  again,  in  the  presence  of  the 
sergeant,  I  expressed  tho  deepest  regret  ho 
could  not  relieve  mo  from  a  duty  that  was 
hateful  to  tho  last  degree. 

"Torn  with  agony  at  the  thought  of  tho 
uncertainty  in  wlueli  I  was  compelled  to 
leave  her  whom  I  so  fondly  adored,  I  had 
no  other  alternative  than  to  mako  a  partial 
confalent  of  your  father.  I  told  him  tliat 
in  the  cottage  which  I  pointed  out  ho 
would  find  the  origuial  of  tho  portrait  ho 
had  seen  me  joainting  on  a  former  occasion, 
— tho  Cornish  cousin,  whoso  beauty  ho 
professed  to  hold  so  cheaply.  More  he 
should  know  of  her  on  my  return ;  but  at 
present  I  confided  her  to  his  honor,  and 
bogged  he  would  prove  his  friendship  for 
mo  by  rendering  her  whatever  attention 
she  might  require  in  her  humble  abode. 
With  these  hurried  injunctions  he  promised 
to  comply;  and  it  has  often  occurred  to  mo 
since,  althoiigh  I  did  not  remark  it  at  tho 
time,  that  while  his  voice  and  manner 
were  calm,  there  was  a  burning  glow  upon 
his  liandsomo  cheek,  and  a  suppressed 
exulintion  in  his  eye,  that  I  had  never  ob- 
served on  either  before.  I  then  quitted 
tho  room;  and  hastening  to  my  company 
with  a  gloom  on  my  brow  that  indicated 
tho  wretchedness  of  my  inward  spirit, 
was   soon  afterwards  on  the  march  from 
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CHAPTER  XXXn. 

"  If,  hitherto,  Clara  de  Ilaldimar,  I  have 
been  minute  in  the  detail  of  all  that  atten- 
ded my  connection  with  your  mother,  it 
has  been  with  a  view  to  prove  to  you  how 
deeply  I  have  been  injured:  but  I  have 
now  arrived  at  a  part  of  my  history,  when 
to  linger  on  the  past  would  goad  me  into 
madness,  and  render  mo  unfit  for  the  pur- 
pose to  which  I  have  devoted  myself. 

"  Will  you  credit  the  monstrous  truthj" 
he  added,  in  a  fierce  but  composed  whis- 
per, while  he  bent  eagerly  over  the  form 
of  the  trembling  yet  attentive  girl,  "  when 
I  tell  you  that,  on  my   return  from  the 
fatal  expedition,   during  my  continuance 
on  which  her  image  had  never  once  been 
absent  from  my  mind,  I  found  Clara  Be- 
verley the  wife  of  Do  Ilaldimar  ?  To  what 
Satanic  arts  so  calculating  a  villain  could 
have  recourse  to  effect  his  object  I  know 
not;  but  it  is  not  the  less  true,  that  she, 
from  whom  my  previous  history  must  have 
taught  you  to  expect  tho  purity  of  inten- 
tion and  conduct  of  an  angel,  became  his 
wife, — and  I,  a  being  accursed  among  men." 
Here  the  agitation   of  Wacousta   became 
terrific.  The  laboring  of  his  chest  was  like 
that  of  one  convulsed  with  some  racking 
agony  j  and  the  swollen  veins  and  arteries 
of  his   head  seemed  to   threaten  the  ex- 
tinction of  life  in  some  fearful  paroxysm. 
At  length   he   burst  into  a  violent  tit  of 
tears,  more  appalling,    in  one  of  his  iron 
nature,  than  the  fury  which  had   preceded 
ic, — and  it  was  many  minutes    before    iie 
could  so  far  compose  himself  as  to  resume. 
"  Think  not,  Clara  de  Haldimar,  I  speak 
without  the  proof.  Her  own  words  confes- 
sed, her  own  lips  avowed  it,  and  yet  I  nei- 
ther slew  her,  nor  her  paramour,  nor  my- 
self. On  my  return  to  the  regiment  I  had 
flown  to  tho  cottage,  on  the  wings  of  the 
most  impatient  and  tender  love  that  ever 
fiiled  the  bosom  of  man  for  woman.  To  my 
enquiries  the  landlady   replied,   that  my 
cousin  had  been  married  two  days  previ- 
ously, by  the  military  chaplain,  to  a  hand- 
some young  oflScer,   who  had  visited  her 
soon  after  my  departure,  and  was  constant- 
ly with  her  from  that  moment;  and  that 
immediately  after  the  ceremony  they  had 
left,  but  she  knew  not  whither.  Wild,  des- 
perate, almost  bereft  of  reason,  and  with  a 
heart  bounding  against  my  bosom,  as  if 
each  agonising  throb  were  to  be  its  last,  I 
ran  like  a  maniac  back  into  the  town,  nor 
paused  till  I  found  myself  in  tho  presence 
of  your  father.  My  mind  was  a  volcano,  but 
Btill  I  attempted  to  be  calm,  even  while  I 
charged  him,  in  the  most  outrageous  terms, 
vnth  his  villany.  Deny  it  he  could  not ;  but, 
far  from  excusing  it,  he  boldly  avowed  and 
justified  tho  step  he  had  taken,  intimating, 
with  a  smile  full  of  meaning,  there  was 


nothing  in  a  connection  with  the  family  of 
De  Haldimar  to  reflect  disgrace  on  the 
cousin  of  Sir  Reginald  Morton  :  and  that 
the  lughcst  compliment  he  could  pay  his 
friend  was  to  attach  him.'-elf  to  one  whom 
that  friend  had  declared  to  bo  so  neai*  a 
relative  of  his  own.  There  was  a  coldness 
of  taunt  in  these  remarks,  that  implied  his 
sense  of  the  deception  I  had  practiced  on 
him,  in  regard  to  the  true  nature  of  the  re- 
lationship; and  for  a  moment,  while  my 
hand  firmly  grasped  tho  hilt  of  my  sword, 
I  hesitated  whether  I  should  not  cut  liim 
down  at  my  feet :  I  had  self-command,  how- 
ever, to  abstain  from  the  outrage,  and  I 
have  often  since  regretted  I  had.  My  own 
blood  could  have  but  been  spilt  in  atone- 
ment for  my  just  revenge  ;  and  as  for  the 
obloquy  attached  to  the  memory  of  the  as- 
sassin, it  could  not  have  been  more  bitter 
than  that  which  has  followed  me  thi'ough 
life. 

' '  For  weeks  I  was  insensible  to  anything 
but  the  dreadful  shock  my  soul  had  sustain- 
ed. A  hcaVy  stupor  weighed  me  down,  and 
for  a  period  it  was  supposed  my  reason  was 
overthrown :  no  such  mercy  was  reserved 
for  me.      The  regiment  had   quitted  the 

Highlands,  and  were  now  stationary  in , 

whither  I  had  accompanied  it  in  arrest. 
Tho  restoration  of  my  faculties  was  the 
signal  for  new  persecutions.  Scarcely  had 
tho  medical  officers  reported  me  fit 
to  sustain  the  ordeal,  when  a  court- 
martial  Avas  assembled  to  try  me, 
on  a  variety  of  charges.  "Who  was  my 
IDrosecutor?  Listen,  Clara,'' and  he  shook 
her  violently  by  the  arm.  "He  who  had 
robbed  me  of  all  that  gave  value  to  life, 
and  incentive  to  honor, — he  who,  under 
the  guise  of  friendship,  had  stolen  into 
the  Eden  of  my  love,  and  left  it  barren- 
less  of  affection.  In  a  word,  yon  detested 
governor,  to  whose  inhuman  cruelty  even 
tho  son  of  my  bi'other  has,  by  some  strange 
fatality  of  coincidence,  so  recently  fallen 
a  second  sacrifice.  Cm'ses,  curses  on  him," 
ho  pursued  Avith  frightful  vehemence,  half 
rising  as  ho  spoke,  aad  holding  forth  his 
right  arm  in  a  menacing  attitude;  "but 
the  hour  of  retribution  is  at  hand,  and 
revenge,  tho  exclusive  passion  of  the  gods, 
shall  at  length  bo  mine.  In  no  other  coun- 
try in  the  world — under  no  other  circums- 
tances than  tho  present — could  I  have  so 
secm'ed  it. 

"  'Wliat  were  the  charges  preferred 
against  me?"  he  continued,  with  a  vio- 
lence that  almost  petrified  the  imhappy 
girl.  "  Hear  them,  and  judge  whether  I 
have  not  cause  for  the  inextinguishablo 
hate  that  rankles  at  my  heart.  Every 
trifling  disobedience  of  orders — every  par- 
tial neglect  of  duty  that  could  be  racked 
up — was  tortured  into  a  specific  charge : 
and,   as  I    have  alread    admitted,   I  haa 


wacousta;  or,  the  prophecy. 


151 


e  family  of 
,ce  on  the 
:  and  that 
lid  pay  bis 
one  whom 
)  BO  near  a 
i  a  coldness 
implied  his 
'acticed  on 
e  of  the  re- 
,  while  my 
my  sword, 
ot  cut  liim 
mand,  how- 
•age,  and  I 
i.  My  own 
t  in  atone- 
as  for  the 
y  of  the  as- 
nore  bitter 
Q6  thi'ough 

to  anything 
had  sustain- 
e  down,  and 
'  reason  was 
as  reserved 
[quitted  the 

lary  in , 

it  in  arrest, 
ies  was  the 
carcely  had 
ed  me  fit 
1  a  court- 
try  me, 
10  was  my 
id  he  shook 
le  who  had 
due  to  life, 
tvho,  under 
stolen  into 
t  it  barren- 
on  detested 
puelty  even 
)mo  strange 
ntly  fallen 
sesonhim," 
nence,  half 
ig  forth  his 
tude;  "  but 
hand,  and 
of  the  gods, 
other  coun- 
er  circums- 
Id  I  have  so 

preferred 
with  a  vio- 
le  unhappy 
3  whether  I 
tinguishablo 
jart.  Every 
-every  par- 
i  be  racked 
liic  charge: 
ttcd,   I  had 


latterly  transgressed  not  a  little  in  tliis  ros- 
pect,  these  wer«  numerous  enough.  Yet 
they  were  but  preparatory  to  others  of 
greater  magnitude.  Will  you,  can  you 
believe  anythmg  half  so  atrocious,  as  that 
your  father  should  have  called  on  a  petty 
oflBcer  not  only  to  prove  some  violent  and 
insubordinate  language  I  had  used,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  commanding  officer  in  my 
own  rooms,  but  also  to  substantiate  a  charge 
of  cowardice,  grounded  on  the  unwiUing- 
ness  I  had  expressed  to  accompany  the  ex- 
pedition, and  the  extraordinary  trepidation 
I  had  evinced  while  preparing  for  the  duty, 
manifested,  as  it  was  stated  to  be,  by  the 
various  errors  he  had  rectified  in  my  equip- 
ment with  his  own  hand  ?  Yes,  even  this 
pitiful  charge  was  one  of  the  many  pre- 
ferred ;  but  tho  severest  was  that  which  he 
had  tho  miblushing  effrontery  to  make  the 
Bubject  of  public  investigation,  rather  than 
of  private  redress — tlie  blow  I  had  struck 
him  in  his  own  apartment.  And  who  was 
his  witness  in  this  monstrous  charge  ? — 
your  mother,  Clara.  Yea,  I  stood  as  a  cri- 
minal in  Iier  presence ;  and  yet  she  came 
forward  to  tender  an  evidence  that  was  to 
consign  mo  to  a  disgraceful  sentence.  My 
vile  prosecutor  had,  moreover,  tho  encou- 
ragement and  sanction  of  his  colonel 
throughout,  and  by  him  he  was  upheld  in 
every  contemptible  charge  his  ingenuity 
could  devise.  Do  you  not  anticipate  tho 
result? — I  was  found  guilty  and  dismissed 
the  service. 

"What  agonies  of  mind  I  endured, — 
what  burning  tears  I  nightly  shed  upon  a 
pillow  i  was  destmeci  to  joress  in  fn'ciiiiy 
lonehness,' — what  hours  of  solitude  I  pass- 
ed, far  from  the  haunts  of  my  fellow-men, 
and  formingplans  of  vengeance, — it  would 
take  much  longer  timo  to  relate  than  I 
have  actually  bestowed  on  my  unhajipy 
history.  To  comiDrehend  their  extent  and 
force  you  must  tuiderstand  tho  heart  of  fire 
in  which  the  deep  sense  of  injury  had 
taken  root ;  but  the  night  wears  away,  and 
briefly  told  must  be  tho  remainder  of  my 
tale.  The  rebellion  of  Forty-Five  saw  me 
in  arms  in  the  Scottish  ranks ;  and,  in  one 
instance,  opposed  to  the  regiment  from 
which  I  had  been  so  ignominiously  ex- 
pelled. Never  did  revenge  glow  like  a 
living  fire  in  the  heart  of  a  man  as  it  did 
in  mine ;  for  the  effect  of  my  long  brooding 
in  solitude  had  been  to  insi:)ire  me  with  a 
detestation,  not  merely  for  thoso  who  had 
been  most  rancorous  in  their  enmity,  but 
for  everything  that  wore  the  uniform,  from 
the  commanding  officer  down  to  the  mean- 
est private.  Every  blow  that  I  dealt,  every 
life  that  I  sacrificed^  was  an  insult  washed 
away  from  my  attainted  honor;  but  him 
whom  I  most  sought  in  the  melee  I  never 
could  reach.  At  length  the  corps  to  which 
I  had  attached  myself  was  repulsed,  and  I 


saw,  M'ith  rage  in  my  heart,  that  my  enemy 
still  lived  to  triumph  in  the  fruit  of  his  vil- 
lany. 

"Although  I  was  ,?rown  considerably  in 
stature  at  tliis  period,  and  was  otherwise 
greatly  altered  in  appearance,  I  had  been 
recognised  in  tho  action  by  numbers  of  the 
logiment ;  and,  more  than  once  I  had,  in 
tho  intoxication  of  my  rage,  accompanied 
tho  blow  that  slew  or  maimed  one  of  my  for- 
mer associates  with  a  declaration  of  the 
namo  of  him  who  infficted  it.  The  conse- 
quence was,  I  was  denounced  as  a  rebel  and 
an  outlaw,  and  a  price  was  i)ut  upon  my 
head.  Accustomed,  however,  as  Iliad  ever 
been  to  rocks  and  fastnesses,  1  had  no  diffi- 
culty in  eluding  the  vigilance  of  those  who 
were  sent  in  pursuit  of  mo:  and  thus  com- 
pelled to  live  wholly  apart  from  my  species, 
I  at  length  learned  to  hate  them,  and  to 
know  that  man  is  the  only  enemy  of  man 
upon  earth. 

"  A  change  now  came  over  the  spu'it  of 
my  vengeance  ;  for  about  this  period  your 
mother  died.  She  was  the  only  being  1  had 
over  looked  upon  with  fondness ;  and  deep- 
ly even  as  I  hud  been  injured  by  her,  I  wept 
her  memory  with  many  u  scalding  tear. 
This,  however,  only  increased  my  hatred  for 
liim  who  had  rioted  in  her  beauty  and  sup- 
planted mo  in  her  devotedness.  1  had  the 
means  of  learning,  occasionally,  all  that 
passed  in  tho  regiment,  and  the  same 
account  that  brought  mo  tho  news  of  your 
mother's  death,  also  gave  me  the  intelli- 
gence that  threo  children  had  been  the 
fruit  of  her  union  with  De  Ilaldiniar.  I 
uijujdiiiui  cover,  (iindthisgp.ve  JTi'-'iiU'fvsure) 
that  their  father  doated  on  them  ;  and 
from  that  moment  1  resolved  to  turn  liis 
cup  of  joy  into  bitterness,  oven  as  he  had 
turned  mine.  I  no  longer  sought  his  life; 
for  :tho  jealousy  that  had  half  impelled 
that  thirst  existed  no  longer  ;  but  deemuig 
his  cold  nature  at  least  accessible  through 
his  parental  affection,  I  was  resolved  that  in 
his  children  ho  should  suffer  a  portion  of 
tho  agonies  he  had  inflicted  on  me.  I  wait- 
ed, however,  until  they  should  bo  grownup 
to  an  ago  when  the  lieart  of  tho  i^ai-eut 
would  bo  more  likely  to  mom'n  their  loss  ; 
and  then  I  was  determined  my  vengeance 
should  be  complete. 

"  Circumstances  singularly  favored  my 
design.  Many  years  afterwards,  the  regi- 
ment formed  ono  of  tho  expeditions  against 
Quebco  under  General  Wolfe.  They  were 
commanded  by  your  father,  who,  in  the 
course  of  promotion,  had  obtained  the 
lieutenant-colonelcy ;  and  I  observed  by  the 
army  list  that  a  subaltern  of  the  same  name, 
whom  I  presumed  to  be  his  eldest  son,  was 
in  the  corps.  Here  was  a  field  for  my 
vengeance  beyond  any  1  could  have  hoped 
for.  I  contrived  to  pass  over  into  Cornwall, 
the  ban  of  outlawry  being  still  unrepealed  j 
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and  having  procured  from  my  brother  a  sum 
sufficient  lor  mynecessities,  and  bado  him  an 
ctevniilfiirowcll,  embarked  in  a  fishing-boat 
for  tho  coast  of  Franco,  whonco  I  subse- 
quently took  a  passago  to  this  country.  At 
Montreal  I  found  tho  Frencli  general,  who 
gladly  receivedmy  allegiance  as  a  subjectof 
France,  and  gave  mo  a  commission  in  one  of 
tlie  provincial  corps  that  usually  served  in 
concert  with  our  Indian  allies.  With  tho 
general  I  soon  became  a  favorite ;  and,  as  a 
mark  of  his  confidence,  at  tho  attack  on 
Quebec,  ho  entrusted  mo  with  tho  com- 
mand of  a  detached  irregular  force,  consist- 
ing partly  of  Canadians  and  partly  of  In- 
dians, intended  to  harass  tho  fianks  of  tho 
British  army.  Thia  gavo  mo  an  opportu- 
nity of  being  at  whatever  point  of  tho  field 
Imight  think  most  favorablo  to  my  design; 
andlwas  too  familiar  with  tho  detested  uni- 
form of  tho  regunent  not  to  bo  ablo  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  afar.  In  a  word,  Clara,  for 
I  am  weary  of  my  o\vntalo,  in  that  engage- 
ment I  had  an  opportunity  of  recognising 
your  brother.  Ho  struck  mo  by  his  martial 
appearanconsho  encouraged  his  grenadiers 
to  tho  attack  of  tho  French  columns;  and 
as  I  turned  my  eye  upon  him  in  admiration, 
I  was  stung  to  tho  soul  by  his  resem- 
blanco  to  his  father.  Vengcanco  thril- 
led throughout  every  fibre  of  my  framo  at 
thatmoment.  Tho  opportunity  I  hadlong 
sought  was  at  length  arriveil ;  and  already, 
in  anticipation,  I  enjoyed  tho  conquest  his 
falrwould  occasion  to  my  enemy.  I  rushed 


within  a  few  feet  of 
bullet  aimed  at  his 


my  victim;  but  the 
heart  was  received 
in  tho  breast  of  a  faithful  soldier,  who 
had  flown  to  intercept  it.  Howl  cursed  the 
meddler  for  his  officiousness?" 

"Oh,  that  soldier  was  your  nephew," 
eagerly  interrupted  Clara,  pointing  towards 
her  companion,  who  had  fallen  into  a  pro- 
found slumber,  "tho  husband  of  this  un- 
fortunate woman.  Frank  Ilalloway  (for by 
that  name  was  ho  alono  known  in  the  regi- 
ment) loved  my  brother  as  though  ho  had 
been  of  tho  same  blood.  He  it  was  who  flew 
to  receive  tho  ball  destined  for  another. 
But  I  nursed  him  on  his  couch  of  suffering, 
and  with  my  own  hands  prepared  his  food 
and  dressed  his  wound.  Oh,  if  pity  can 
touch  your  heart  (and  I  will  not  believe  tha  t 
a  heart  that  onco  felt  as  you  say  yours  lias 
felt,  can  bo  inaccessiblo  to  pity.)  let  tho  re- 
collection of  your  nephew's  devotedness  to 
my  mother's  child  disarm  you  of  ven- 
geanco  and  induce  you  to  restore  us  1" 

" Never  1"  thundered  Wacousta  "never! 
Tlio  very  circumstaneo  you  have  named  is 
an  additional  incentive  to  my  vengeance. 
My  nephew  saved  tho  life  of  your  brother 
at  the  hazard  of  his  own  ?  and  how  has  he 
been  rewarded  for  the  generous  deed  ?  By 
an  ignominious  death,  inflicted,  perhaps, 
for  some  offence  not  more  dishonoring  than 


those  which  have  thrown  mo  an  outcast 
upon  these Vrilds ;  and  that  at  tho  commantl 
and  in  tho  prosenco  of  tho  father  of  him 
whoso  life  ho  waa  fool  enough  to  preserve. 
Yet,  what  but  ingratitudo  of  tho  grossest 
naturo  could  a  Morton  expect  at  the  hands 
of  tho  falso  family  of  Do  Haldimar  I  They 
wero  destined  to  bo  our  bane,  and  well  havo 
they  fulfilled  tho  end  for  which  they  wero 
created." 

"Almighty  Providence,"  aspirated  tho 
einkuig  Clara,  as  sho  turned  her  streaming 
eyes  to  heaven ;  "  can  it  bo  that  tho  human 
heart  can  undergo  such  change  ?  Can  tliis 
bo  tho  being  who  once  loved  my  mother 
with  a  pLU'ity  and  tenderness  of  affection 
that  angels  themselves  might  hallow  with 
approval ;  or  is  all  that  I  liave  heard  but  a 
bewildering  dream?" 

"No,  Clara,"  calmly  and  even  solemnly 
returned  tho  warrior ;  "  it  is  no  dream,  but 
a  realitj' — a  sad,  dreadful,  heart-rending 
reahtyj  yet  if  I  am  that  altered  being,  to 
whom  IS  Ihochango  to  bo  ascribed?  'Wlio 
turned  tho  generous  current  of  my  blootl 
into  a  river  of  overflowing  gallV — Your 
father  I  But  these  aro  idlo  words.  What 
I  havo  been,  you  know ;  what  I  now  am, 
and  through  what  agency  I  havo  been  ren- 
dered what  I  am,  j'ou  know  also.  Not 
more  fixed  is  fato  than  my  purpose.  Your 
brother  dies  even  on  the  spot  on  which  my 
nephew  died  ;  and  you,  Clara,  sliall  bo  my 
bride;  and  tho  first  thing  your  children 
shall  bo  taught  to  lisp  shall  bo  curses  on 
tho  vile  namo  of  Do  Haldimar  ]" 

"  Onco  more,  in  tho  namo  of  my  sainted 
mother,  I  implore  you  to  havo  mercy," 
shrieked  tho  unhappy  Clara.  "Oh!"  she 
continued  with  vehement  supplication, 
"  let  tho  days  of  your  early  love  bo  brought 
back  to  your  memory,  that  your  heart  may 
bo  softened  ;  and  cut  yourself  not  wholly 
oft' from  your  God,  by  the  commission  of 
such  dreadful  outrages.  Again,  I  conjure 
you,  restoro  us  to  my  father." 

"Never!"  savagely  repeated  Wacousta; 
"I  havo  passed  years  of  torture  in  tho  hope 
of  such  an  hour  as  this ;  and  now  that  frui- 
tion is  within  my  grasp,  may  I  perish  if  I 
forego  it !  Ha,  sir  1"  turning  from  tho  al- 
most fainting  Clara  to  SirEverard,  who  had 
listened  with  deep  attention  to  tho  history 
of  this  extraordinary  man  ; — for  this,"  and 
ho  thrust  asido  tho  breast  of  his  hunting 
coat,  exhibiting  tho  scar  of  a  long  but  su- 
perficial wound, — for  this  do  you  owe  mo  a 
severe  reckoning.  I  would  recommend 
you,  however," — and  ho  spoko  in  mock- 
ery,— "when  next  you  drive  a  weapon  in- 
to tho  chest  of  an  unresisting  enemy,  to  bo 
moro  certain  of  your  aim.  Had  that  been 
as  true  as  tho  blow  from  tho  butt  of  your 
rifle,  I  should  not  havo  lived  to  triumph  in 
this  hour.  Ilittlo  deemed,"  he  pursuecL 
still  addressing  tho  nearly  heart-broken  of- 
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ficer  in  tho  samo  insolent  strain,  "that  my 
intriguo  with  that  dark-eyed  daughter  of 
tho  old  Canadian  would  havo  been  tho 
means  of  throwing  your  companion  so 
speedily  into  my  power,  after  hia  first  nar- 
row escape.  Your  disguise  was  well  manag- 
ed, I  confess ;  and  but  that  thoro  is  an  in- 
stinct about  me,  enabling  mo  to  discover  a 
Do  Ilaldimarj  as  a  hound  does  tho  deer,  by 
scent,  you  might  havo  succeeded  in  passing 
for  what  you  appeared.  "But"  (and  his 
tono  suddenly  changed  its  irony  for  fierce- 
ness) "  to  tho  point,  sir.  That  you  aro  tho 
lover  of  this  girl  I  clearly  porceivo,  anil 
death  wero  preferablo  to  a  lifo  embittered 
by  tho  recollection  that  sho  whom  wo  love 
reposes  in  tho  arms  of  another.  No  such 
kindness  is  meant  you,  however.  To-mor- 
ro^you  shall  return  to  tho  fort ;  and  when 
there,  you  may  tell  your  colonel,  thatin  ex- 
change for  a  cei'tain  miniature  and  letters, 
which  in  tho  hurry  of  departure,  I  dropj^ed 
in  hia  apartment,  somo  ten  days  since,  Sh- 
Reginald  Morton,  tho  outlaw,  has  taken 
his  daughter  Clara  to  wife,  but  without  tho 
solemnisation  of  thoso  tedious  forms  that 
bound  himself  in  accursed  union  with  her 
mother.  Oh!  what  would  I  nobgivoj"  ho 
continued  bitterly,  "to  witness  tho  pang 
inflicted  on  his  falso  heart,  when  first  tho 
damning  truth  arrests  his  ear.  Never  did 
I  know  tho  triumph  of  my  power  until  now ; 
for  what  revenge  can  bo  half  so  sweet  as 
that  which  attaints  a  loathed  enemy  through 
tho  dishonor  of  his  child  ?  But,  hark  I  what 
mean  thoso  sounds  ?" 

A  loud  yelling  was  now  heard  at  some 
distance  in  rear 'of  tho  tent.  Presently  tho 
bounding  of  many  feet  on  tho  turf  was  dis- 
tinguishable;  and  then,  at  intervals,  the 
peculiar  cry  that  announces  tho  escape  of  a 
prisoner.  Wacousta  started  to  his  feet,  and 
fiercely  grasping  his  tomahawk,  advanced 
to  tho  front  of  the  tent,  where  no  seemed 
to  listen  for  a  moment  attentively,  as  if  en- 
deavoring to  catch  tho  direction  of  tho  pur- 
suit. 

"Ha  1  by  heaven  !"  ho  exclaimed,"  there 
must  be  treachery  in  this,  or  yon  slippery 
captain  would  not  so  soon  bo  at  his  flight 
again,  bound  as  I  had  bound  him."  Then 
uttering  a  deafening  yell,  and  rushing  past 
Sir  Everard,  near  whom  ho  paused  an  ins- 
tant, as  if  undecided  whether  he  should 
not  first  dispose  of  him,  as  a  precaution- 
ary measure,  he  flew  with  the  speed  of  an 
antelope  in  the  direction  in  which  he  was 
guided  by  the  gradually  receding  sounds. 

"  The  knife,  Miss  do  Ilaldimar,"  exclaim- 
ed Sir  Everard,  after  a  few  moments  of 
breathless  and  intense  anxiety.  "  See, 
there  is  one  in  the  belt  that  Ellen  Halloway 
has  girt  around  her  loins.  Quick,  for  hea- 
ven's sake,  quick:  our  only  chance  is  in 
this." 

With  an  activity  arising  from  despair, 


tho  unhappy  Clara  sprang  from  tho  rude 
couch  on  which  sho  had  been  left  by  Wa- 
cousta, and  stooping  over  tho  form  of  tho 
maniac,  cxtendoil  her  hand  to  remove  tho 
weapon  ffoia  her  side  ;  but  Ellen,  who  had 
been  awakened  from  her  long  slumber  by 
tho  yells  just  uttered,  scomod  resolute  to 
prevent  it.  A  struggle  for  it.?  possession 
now  ensued  between  thef^o  i'rail  and  doU- 
cato  beings,  in  which  Clara,  however,  had 
tho  advantage,  not  only  from  tlio  recmn- 
bent  position  of  her  opponent,  but  from  tho 
greater  security  of  her  grasp.  At  length, 
with  a  violent  effort,  sho  contrived  to  dis- 
engage it  from  tho  sheath  around  which 
Ellen  had  closely  clasped  both  her  liandti; 
but,  with  tho  quickness  of  thought,  the 
latter  woro  again  clenched  round  tho 
naked  blado,  and  without  any  otlier  evi- 
dent motive  than  what  originated  in  tho 
obstinacy  of  her  madness,  tho  unfortunate 
woman  fiercely  attempted  to  wn'st  it  away. 
In  tho  act  of  doing  so  her  hands  wero 
dreadfully  cut;  and  Chri,  shocked  at 
tho  sight  of  tho  blood  sho  had  been  tho 
means  of  shedding,  lost  all  tlio  energy  sho 
had  summoned,  and  sank  senseless  at  tho 
feet  of  tho  maniac,  who  now  begun  to  utter 
tho  most  piteous  cries. 

'•'Oh,  God,  wo  aro  lost,"  oxcLumed  Sir 
Everard;  "tho  voice  of  that  wretched 
woman  has  alarmed  our  enemy,  and  even 
now  I  hear  him  approaching.  Quick,  Clara 
give  mo  tho  knife.  But  no,  it  is  now  too 
lato  ;  ho  is  hero." 

At  that  instant,  tho  dark  form  of  a  war- 
rior rushed  noiselessly  to  tho  spot  on  which 
ho  stood.  Tho  officer  turned  his  eyes  in 
desperation  on  his  enemy,  but  a  single 
glance  was  sufficient  to  assure  him  it  was 
not  Wacousta.  Tho  Indian  paused  not  in  his 
course,  but  passing  close  round  tho  tree  to 
which  the  baronet  was  attached,  made  a 
circular  movement,  that  brought  him  in  a 
lino  with  the  direction  that  had  been  taken 
by  his  enemy;  and  again  they  were  left 
alone. 

A  new  fear  now  oppressed  tho  heart  of 
tho  unfortunato  Valletort,  even  to  agony : 
Clara  still  lay  senseless,  speechless  before 
him;  and  his  impression  was,  that,  in  the 
struggle,  Ellen  IloUoway  had  murdered  her. 

Tho  latter  yet  continued  her  cries;  and, 
as  sho  held  up  her  hands,  he  could  see  by 
tho  firelight  they  wero  covered  with  blood. 
An  instinctive  impulse  caused  him  to  bound 
forward  to  tho  assistance  of  tho  motionless 
Clara;  when,  to  his  infiiiito  surprise  and 
j'oy,  ho  discovered  the  cord,  which  had 
bound  him  to  tho  tree,  to  be  severed.  Tho 
Indian  who  had  just  passed  had  evidently 
been  his  dehverer ;  and  a  sudden  flash  of 
recollection  recalled  the  figure  of  tho  war- 
rior that  had  escaped  from  tho  schooner 
and  was  supposed  to  have  leaped  into  the 
canoe  of  Oucanasta  at  the  moment  when 
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Madeline  do  Ilaldimar  was  removed  into 
that  of  tho  Canadian. 

In  a  transport  of  conflicting  feelings,  Sir 
Evcrard  now  raised  the  insensible  Clara 
from  the  ground ;  and,  having  satisfied 
himself  sho  had  sustained  no  serious  injury 
prepared  for  a  flight  which  ho  felt  to  be 
desperate,  if  not  altogether  hopeless. 
Thoro  was  not  a  moment  to  bo  lost,  for  the 
cries  of  tho  wretched  Ellen  increased  in 
violence,  ns  she  seemed  sensible  she  was 
about  to  bo  left  utterly  alone ;  and  over 
and  anon,  although  afar  off,  yet  evidently 
drawing  nearer,  was  to  bo  heard  tho  fierce 
denouncing  yell  of  Wacousta.  The  spot 
on  which  tho  oflQcer  stood,  was  not  far  from 
that  whence  his  unfortunate  friend  had 
commenced  his  flight  on  tho  first  memora- 
ble occasion ;  and  as  the  moon  shone  bright- 
ly in  tho  cloudless  heavens,  there  could 
be  no  mistake  in  tho  course  he  was  to 
pursue.  Dashing  down  tho  steep,  there- 
fore, with  all  tho  speed  his  beloved  burden 
would  enable  him  to  attain,  he  made  im- 
mediately for  tho  bridge  over  which  his 
only  chanco  of  safety  lay. 

It  unfortunately  happened,  however, 
that,  induced  either  by  the  malice  of  her 
insanity,  or  reaiUy  terrified  at  the  loneliness 
of  her  position,  the  >vretched  Ellen  Ilal- 
loway  had  likewise  quitted  tho  tent,  and 
now  followed  close  in  the  rear  of  tho  fugi- 
tives, still  uttering  the  same  piercing  cries 
of  anguish.  The  voice  of  Wacousta  was 
also  again  heard  in  tho  distance ;  and  Sir 
Everard  had  tho  inexpressible  horror  to 
find  that,  guided  by  tho  shrieks  of  tho  ma- 
niac woman,  he  was  now  shaping  his  course 
not  to  the  tent  whero  he  had  left  his  jiri- 
soners,  but  in  an  oblique  direction  towards 
tho  bridge,  whero  he  evidently  hoped  to 
intercept  them.  Aware  of  the  extreme 
disadvantage  under  which  he  labored  in  a 
competition  of  speed  with  his  active  enemy, 
tho  unhappy  officer  would  have  hero  ter- 
minated tho  struggle,  had  he  not  been 
sustained  by  the  hope  that  the  detach- 
ment prayed  for  by  De  Ilaldimar,  through 
the  friendly  young  chief,  to  whom  he  owed 
his  own  liberation,  might  bo  about  this 
time  on  its  way  to  attempt  their  rescue. 
This  thought  supported  his  faltering  reso- 
lution, although  nearly  exhausted  with  his 
eflforts — compelled,  as  he  was,  to  sustain 
the  motionless  form  of  the  slowly  reviving 
Clara ;  and  ho  again  braced  himself  to  the 
unequal  flight,  Tho  moon  still  shone 
beautifully  bright,  and  he  could  now  dis- 
tinctly see  the  bridge  over  which  he  was  to 
pass ;  but  notwithstanding  he  strained  his 
eyes  as  he  advanced,  no  vestige  of  a  British 
uniform  was  to  be  seen  in  the  open  space 
that  lay  beyond.  Once  he  turned  to 
regard  his  pursuers.  El'  "n  was  a  few  yards 
only  in  his  rear  |  and  considerably  beyond 
her  rose,  in  tall  relief  against  the  heavens, 


the  gigantic  form  of  the  warrior.  The 
pursuit  of  the  latter  was  now  conducted 
with  a  silence  that  terrified  oven  more  than 
tho  yells  ho  had  previously  uttered ;  and 
he  gained  so  rapidly  on  his  victims,  that 
the  tread  of  his  large  feet  was  now  distinct- 
ly audible.  Again  the  officer,  with  des- 
pair in  his  heart,  made  the  most  incredible 
exertions  to  reach  the  bridge,  without 
seeming  to  reflect  that,  even  when  there, 
no  security  was  offered  him  against  his  ene- 
my. Onco,  as  he  drew  nearer,  he  fancied 
he  saw  tho  dark  heads  of  human  beings 
peering  from  under  the  part  of  the  arch 
which  had  afforded  cover  to  De  Ilaldimar 
and  himself  on  the  memorable  occasion  of 
their  departure  with  the  Canadian ;  and, 
convinced  that  tho  warriors  of  Wacousta 
had  been  pent  there  to  lie  in  ambuscade 
and  intercept  his  retreat,  his  hopes  were 
utterly  paralysed  ;  and  although  ho  stooped 
not,  his  flight  was  rather  mechanical  than 
tho  fruit  of  any  systematic  plan  of  escape. 

Ho  had  now  gained  the  extremity  of  tho 
bridge,  with  Ellen  Ilalloway  and  Wacousta 
close  in  his  rear,  when  suddcnfy  the  heads 
of  many  men  were  onco  more  distinguish- 
able, even  in  the  shadow  of  the  arch  that 
overhung  the  sands  of  the  river.  Three 
individuals  detached  themselves  from  tho 
group,  and  leaping  upon  the  further  extre- 
mity of  tho  bridge,  moved  rapidly  to  meet 
him.  Meanwhile  tho  baronet  had  stopped 
suddenly,  as  if  in  doubt  whether  to  advance 
or  recede.  His  suspense  was  but  moment- 
ary. Although  tho  persons  of  these  men 
were  disguised  as  Indian  warriors,  the 
broad  moonlight  that  beamed  full  on  their 
countenances  disclosed  the  well -remember- 
ed features  of  Blessington,  Erskine,  and 
Charles  de  Haldimar.  The  latter  sprang 
before  his  companions,  and,  uttering  a 
cry  of  joy,  sank  in  speechless  agony  on 
the  neck  of  his  still  unconscious  sister. 

' '  For  God's  sake,  free  me,  De  Haldimar," 
exclaimed  the  excited  baronet,  disenga- 
ging his  charge  from  tho  embrace  of  his 
friend.  "This  is  no  moment  for  gratula- 
tion.  Erskine,  Blessington,  see  you  not 
who  is  behind  me  ?  Be  upon  your  guard ; 
defend  your  lives !"  And  as  he  spoke,  ho 
rushed  forward  with  faint  and  tottering 
steps  to  place  his  companions  between  tho 
unhappy  girl  and  the  danger  that  threat- 
ened her. 

The  swords  of  the  officers  were  drawn ; 
but  instead  of  advancing  upon  the  formi- 
dable being,  who  stood  as  if  paralyzed  at 
this  unexpected  rencontre,  the  two  seniors 
contented  themselves  with  assuming  a 
defensive  attitude, — retiring  slowly  and 
gradually  towards  the  other  extremity  of 
the  bridge. 

Overcome  by  his  emotion,  Charles  de 
Haldimar  had  not  noticed  this  action  of  his 
companions,  and  stood  apparently  riveted 
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to  .the  spot.  The  voice  of  Blossington 
calling  on  him  by  name  to  retire,  seemed 
to  arouse  the  dormant  consciousness  of  the, 
imhappy  muniac.  She  uttered  a  piercing 
shriek,  and  springing  forward,  sank  on  her 
knees  at  his  feet,  exclaiming,  as  she  forci- 
bly detained  him  by  liis  dress — 

"  Almighty  Ucavcn  I  where  am  I  ?  surely 
that  was  Captain  Blessington's  kind  voice 
I  heard;  and  you — you  aro  Charles  do  Ilal- 
dimar. Oh  I  savo  my  Imsband ;  jjlead  for 

him  with  your  father! but  no,"    she 

continued  wildly, — "  ho  is  dead — ho  is  mur- 
dered 1  Beholii  these  hands  all  covered  with 
his  blood  1 " 

"Ila  1  another  de  Ilaldimar  !"  exclaimed 
Wacousta^  recovering  his  slumbering  ener- 
gies, "  this  spot  seems  indeed  fated  for  our 
meeting.  More  than  thrice  have  I  been 
baulked  of  my  just  revenge,  but  now  will 
1  secure  it.  Thus,  Ellen,  do  I  avenge  your 
husband's  and  my  nephew's  death.  My 
own  wrongs  demand  another  sacrifice.  But 
ha  1  where  is  she  ?  where  is  Clara  ?  where  is 
my  bride?" 

Bounding  over  the  ill-fated  De  Ilaldimar, 
who  lay,  even  in  death,  firmly  clasped  in 
the  embrace  of  the  wretched  Ellen,  the 
fierce  man  dashed  furiously  forward  to  re- 
new his  pursuit  of  the  fugitives.  But  sud- 
denly the  extremity  of  the  bridge  was  fill- 
ed with  a  column  of  armed  men,  that  kept 
issuing  from  the  arch  beneath.  Sensible 
of  his  danger,  ho  sought  to  make  good  his 
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but 
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formidable  a'Tay  met 


same 


purpose, 

his  view  at  the  opposite  extremity ;  and 
both  parties  now  rapidly  advanced  in 
double  quick  time,  evidently  with  a  view  oJ' 
closing  upon  and  taking  him  prisoner.  In 
this  dilemma,  his  only  hojio  ^vas  in  the  as- 
sistance that  might  bo  rendered  him  by  his 
warriors.  A  yell,  to  terrific  as  to  bo  dis- 
tinctly heard  in  the  fort  itself,  burst  from 
his  vast  chest,  and  rolled  in  prolonged 
echoes  through  the  forest.  It  was  faintly 
answered  from  the  encampment,  and  met 
by  deep  but  noiseless  curses  from  the  exas- 
perated soldiery,  whom  the  sight  of  their 
murdered  officer  was  momentarily  working 
into  frenzy. 

"Kill  him  not,  for  yom-  lives! — I  com- 
mand you,  men,  kill  liim  not!"  muttered 
Captain  Blessington  with  suppressed  pas- 
sion, as  his  troops  were  preparing  to  immo- 
late him  on  their  clustering  bayonets. 
"Such  a  death  were,  indeed,  mercy  to  such 
a  villain." 

"Ha!  ha!"  laughed  Wacousta  in  bitter 
scorn;  "who  is  there  of  all  your  accursed 
regiment  who  will  dare  to  take  hitn  alive !" 
Then  brandishing  his  tomahawk  around 
him,  to  prevent  their  finally  closing,  he 
dealt  his  blows  with  such  astonishing  velo- 
city, that  no  imguarded  point  was  left  about 
his  person  ;  and  more  than  one  soldier  was 
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brought  to  the  earth  in  the  course  of  the  ime- 
qual  struggle. 

"ByG— d!"  said  Captain  Erskine,  "are 
the  two  best  oompanics  of  the  regiment  to 
be  kept  at  bay  l^  a  single  desperado? 
Shame  on  ye,  follows !  If  his  hands  are 
too  many  for  you,  lay  him  by  the  heels." 

This  ruso  was  practised  with  success.  In 
attempting  to  defend  himself  from  tho 
attack  of  those  wlio  sought  to  throw  him 
down,  the  warrior  necessarily  left  his  upi^cr 
person  exposed ;  when  advantagi;  was  ta- 
ken to  close  witli  him  and  deprive  liim  of 
the  play  of  hh  arms.  It  was  not,  however 
without  considerable  difficulty,  tliat  they 
succeeded  in  disarming  and  binding  liia 
hands ;  after  whicli  a  strong  cord  being 
fastened  round  his  waist,  ho  was  tiglitly 
lashed  to  a  gim,  which,  contrary  to  tho 
original  intention  of  tho  governor,  had 
been  sent  out  with  the  expedition.  The 
retreat  of  the  detachment  then  commenced 
rapidly  ;  but  it  was  not  without  being  hotly 
pm-sued  by  the  band  of  war-riors  the  yell 
of  Wacousta  had  siunmoned  in  pursuit, 
that  they  finally  gained  tho  fort ;  under 
what  feelings  of  sorrow  for  the  fate  of  an 
officer  so  beloved,  we  leave  it  to  our  read- 
ers  to  imagine. 

CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

The  morning  of  tho  next  day  dawned 
on  few  who  had  jiressed  their  customary 
couches — on  none,  whose  feverish  pulse 
and  Ijloodshot  cj'o  failed  to  attest  the  utter 
sleeplessness  in  which  tho  night  hud  been 
passed.  Numerous  grouj^s  of  men  were  to 
bo  seen  assembling  after  the  reveille,  in 
various  parts  of  the  barrack  square — those 
who  had  borne  a  part  in  the  recent  expedi- 
tion commingling  with  those  who  had  not, 
and  recounting  to  the  latter,  with  mourn- 
ful look  and  voice,  tho  circumstances  con- 
nected with  the  bereavement  of  their  imi- 
versally  lamented  officer.  As  none,  how- 
ever, had  seen  tho  blow  struck  that  depri- 
ved him  of  life,  although  each  had  heard 
the  frantic  exclamations  o^  a  voice  that 
had  been  recognised  for  Ellen  Tlalloway's 
much  of  tho  marvellous  was  necessarily 
mixed  up  with  truth  in  their  narrative, 
— some  positively  affirming  Mr.  do  Haldi- 
mar  had  not  once  quitted  his  party,  and 
declaring  that  nothing  short  of  a  super- 
natural agency  could  have  transported 
him  unoticed  to  the  fatal  spot,  where,  in 
their  advance,  they  had  beheld  him  mur- 
dered. The  singular  appearance  of  EUen 
Halloway  also,  at  that  moment,  on  the  very 
bridge  on  which  she  had  pronounced  her 
curse  on  the  family  of  De  Haldimar,  and 
in  company  with  the  terrible  and  mysteri- 
ous being  who  had  borne  her  off  in  tri- 
umph on  that  occasion  to  the  forest,  and 
imder  circimistances  calculated  to  excite 
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tho  most  superstitious,  improssiona,  was 
not  without  its  weight  in  doti'rniiiiing 
thoir  rudo  speculations ;  and  all  concur- 
red in  o[)iuion,  that  tho  death  of  tho  unf'or- 
tunato  young  oflicer  was  a,  judgment  on 
thoir  colonel  for  tho  littlo  mercy  ho  had 
extondetl  to  tho  noblo-hearted  Halloway. 

Then  followed  albi'dou  to  thoir  captive, 
whoso  gigantic  stature  and  ctl'orts  at  es- 
eai)C,  tromondous  even  as  tho  latter  were, 
vveroduly  exaggerated  1  )y  esich,  with  the  very 
laudable  view  of  claiming  a  proportionate 
share  of  credit  for  his  own  individual 
exertions ;  and  many  and  various  wero  the 
opinions  expressed  as  to  tho  manner  of 
death  lio  should  bo  made  sulJer.  Among 
tho  most  conspicuous  of  tho  orators  weio 
thoso  with  whom  our  readers  have  already 
inado  slight  acquaintance  in  ouf  account  of 
tho  sortio  by  Captain  Erskine's  company 
for  tho  recovery  of  tho  supposed  bocly  of 
Frederick  do  llaldiniar.  One  was  i'or  im- 
paling him  alive,  and  setting  him  up  to 
rot  on  tho  platform  above  the  gate.  Ano- 
ther for  blowing  him  from  tho  muzzle  of  a 
twenty-four  poinidei",  into  tho  centre  of  the 
fust  band  of  Indians  that  approa^died  the 
fort,  that  thus  perceiving  they  had  lost 
tho  strength  and  sinew  of  their  cunning 
war,  they  might  bo  tho  more  easily  induceil 
to  propose  terms  of  peace.  A  third  was  of 
opinion  ho  ought  to  bo  chainoLl  to  tho  top 
of  tho  flag  statF,  as  a  target  to  be  shot  at 
with  arrows  only,  contriving  never  to  touch 
a  mortal  part.  A  fourth  would  liavo  had 
iiim  tied  naked  over  the  sharjj  spikes  that 
constituted  tho  chovaux-de-frizo  garnish- 
ing tho  sitles  of  tho  drawbridge.  Each  do- 
vised  some  new  death — proposed  some  new 
torture ;  but  all  wero  of  opinion,  that  sim- 
ply to  bo  shot,  or  even  to  bo  hanged,  was 
too  merciful  a  punishment  for  tho  wretch 
who  had  so  wantonly  and  inhumanly  butch- 
ered tho  kind-hearted,  gentle-mannered 
officer,  whom  they  had  almost  all  known 
and  loved  from  his  very  boyhood ;  and  they 
looked  forward,  with  mingled  anxiety  and 
vengeance,  to  tho  moment  when,  summoned 
as  it  was  expected  ho  shortly  would  be, 
before  tho  assembled  garrison,  ho  would  Iio 
made  to  expiat<^  the  atrocity  with  his  blood. 

While  the  men  thus  gave  indulgence  to 
their  indignation  and  their  grief,  their  offi- 
cers were  oven  more  pamfuUy  afl'ected. 
Tho  body  of  tho  ill-fated  Charles  had  been 
borne  to  his  apartment,  whore,  divested 
of  its  disguise,  it  had  again  been  inducted 
in  such  apparel  as  was  deemed  suited  to 
the  pm-pose.  Exfended  on  tho  very  bed 
on  which  he  lay  at  the  moment  when  she 
whose  maniac  raving,  and  forcible  deten- 
tion, had  been  the  immediate  cause  of  his 
destruction,  had  preferred  her  wild  but 
fruitless  supplication  for  mercy,  he  exibi- 
bited,  even  in  death,  the  same  delicate 
beauty  that  had  characterised  him  on  that 


occasion;  yet,  with  a  mildness  and  serenity 
of  expression  on  his  still,  pale  i'eaturcs, 
strongly  in  contrast  with  tho  agitation 
and  glow  of  excitement  that  then  distin- 
guished him. 

Aroimd  tho  bod  wero  grouped  nearly  all 
the  ollicers,  standing  in  attitudes  indica- 
tive of  anxiety  and  interest,  and  gazing 
mournfully  on  tho  placid  features  of  their 
ill-l'atcd  i'riend.  All,  on  entering,  moved 
noiselessly  over  tho  rudo  iloor,  as  though 
fearful  of  distiu'bing  tho  repose  of  ono 
who  merely  slumbered  ;  and  tho  samo  pre- 
caution was  extended  to  tho  brief  but 
heart-felt  expressions  of  son-ow that  passed 
from  ono  to  tho  other,  as  they  gazed  on  all 
that  remained  of  tho  gentle  do  Ilaldimar. 

Gradually  tho  olficors  moveil  away  in  tho 
same  noiseless  m:mner  they  had  approached, 
either  in  pursuance  of  thoir  several  duties 
or  to  make  their  toilet  of  the  morning. 
Two  only  of  their  nimiber  remaining  near 
tho  couch  of  death. 

"I'oor  unfortunate  Do  Ilaldimar  I"  ob- 
served ono  of  those,  in  a  low  tone,  as  if 
speaking  to  himself ;  "too  fatally,  indeed, 
have  your  forebodings  been  realized ;  and 
what  I  considered  as  tho  mere  despon- 
dency of  a  mind  crushed  into  feebleness  by 
an  accumulation  of  suffering,  was,  after  all 
but  tho  iirst  presentiment  of  a  death  no 
human  power  might  avert.  By  heaven  I  I 
would  give  up  half  my  own  being  to  bo 
able  CO  re-animate  that  form  once  more — 
but  tho  wish  is  vain." 

"Who  shall  announce  tho  intelligence 
to  his  sister?"  sighed  his  companion.  "Ne- 
ver will  that  already  nearly  heart-broken 
girl  bo  able  to  survive  tho  shock  of  her 
brother's  death.  Blessington,  you  ai-e  alono 
littcd  to  such  a  task ;  and,  painful  as  it 
is,  you  must  undertake  it.  Is  the  colonel 
apprised  of  the  dreadful  truth,  do  you 
know?" 

"  lie  is.  It  was  told  him  at  the  moment 
of  our  arrival  last  night;  but  from  tho  lit- 
tlo outward  emotion  displayed  by  him,  I 
should  bo  tempted  to  infer  he  had  almost 
anticipated  some  such  catastrophe." 

"Poor,  poor  Charles  1"  bitterly  exclaimed 
Sir  Everard  Vallctort — for  it  was  he. 
"  What  would  I  not  give  to  recall  the  rudo 
manner  in  which  I  spurned  you  from  mo 
last  night.  But,  alas !  what  could  1  do, 
laden  with  such  a  trust,  and  pursued, with- 
out the  power  of  defence,  by  such  an 
enemy?  Little,  indeed,  did  I  imagine 
what  was  so  speedily  to  be  your  doom !  Bles- 
sington," he  pursued,  with  increased  emo- 
tion, "it  grieves  mo  to  wretchedness  to 
think  that  he,  whom  1  loved  as  though  he 
had  been  my  twin  brother,  should  have  per- 
ished with  his  last  thoughts,  perhaps,  lin- 
gering on  the  seeming  unkindness  with 
which  I  had  greeted  him  after  so  anxious 
an  absence." 
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"Nny.  if  thoro  bo  blarao,  it  nni.st  attach 
to  me,"  sorrowfully  observed  C'ljitaiii 
Blcssington.  "Unci  Erskino  imd  iiiyscll' 
not  retired  before  the  navngi.^,  as  wo  did, 
our  mifortuiiiitofrieud  would  iu  all  itroba- 
bility  Jiiivti  licen  nlive  at  this  very  hour. 
Lut  in  our  anxiety  to  draw  the  former  into 
the  ambuscado  wo  had  pre^jared  for  him. 
wo  utterly  overlooked  that  Charles  was  not 
letrcathig  with  us." 

'•How  happened  it,"  demanded  Sir 
Everard,  hia  attention  naturally  directed 
to  the  subject  by  tho  i)receding  remarks, 
"  that  you  lay  thus  in  ambuscade,  when  the 
object  of  tho  expedition,  as  fiolieited  by 
Frederick  do  llaldimar,  was  an  attempt 
to  roach  us  in  tho  encampment  of  tho 
Indians  ?' ' 

"  It  certainly  was  under  that  impression 
wo  left  tho  fort ;  but  on  coming  to  tlio  spot 
where  tho  friendly  Indian  lay  waiting  to 
conduct  us,  ho  proposed  tho  plan  we  sul)- 
secjuently  adopted  as  tho  most  likely,  not 
only  to  securo  tho  escape  of  tho  jirisoners, 
whom  ho  i)ledge<l  himself  to  liberate,  but 
to  defend  ourselves  withadvantago  against 
Wacousta  and  tho  innnediato  guai'd  ^et 
over  them,  t-hould  they  follow  in  puisuiL. 
Erskino  approving,  as  well  as  myself,  of 
tho  plan,  we  halted  at  tho  bridge,  and  dis- 
posed of  our  men  under  each  extremity  ; 
HO  that  if  attacked  by  tho  Indians  in  front, 
■wo  might  bo  enabled  to  throw  them  into 
confusion  by  taking  them  in  rear,  as  they 
flung  themselves  upon  tho  bridge.  The 
event  fieemed  to  answer  our  expectations. 
Tho  alarm  raised  in  tho  encampment  satis- 
lied  us  tho  J'oung  Indian  had  contrived  to 
fulfil  his  promise  I  and  wo  momentarily 
looked  for  tho  appearance  of  those  whose 
flight  wo  naturally  supposed  would  bo 
directed  towards  the  bridge.  To  our  great 
surprise,  however,  wo  remarked  that  tho 
sounds  of  pursuit  instead  of  approaching 
us,  Beemed  to  tako  an  opposite  direction, 
apparently  towards  the  point  whence  wo 
had  seen  the  prisoners  disembarked  in  the 
morning.  At  length,  when  almost  tempt- 
ed to  regret  wo  had  not  pushed  boldly  on,  in 
conformity  with  our  first  intention,  we 
heard  tho  shrill  cries  of  a  woman ;  and  long 
afterwards,  tho  sounds  of  human  feet  rush- 
ing down  tho  slope.  What  oiu"  sensations 
were,  you  may  imagine  ;  for  we  all  believed 
it  to  bo  either  Clara  or  Madeline  de  llaldi- 
mar fleeing  alone,  and  pursued  by  our  fero- 
cious enemies.  To  show  ourselves  would 
we  were  sensible,  be  to  ensure  the  death 
of  the  pursued,  before  we  could  possibly 
come  up ;  and  although  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty we  repressed  the  desire  to  rush  for- 
ward to  the  rescue,  our  better  judgment 
prevailed.  Finally  wo  saw  you  approach, 
followed  closely  by  what  appeared  to  be  a 
mere  boy  of  an  Indian,  and  at  a  consider- 
able distance,  by  the  tall  warrior  of  the 


Flour  de  Lis.  We  imagined  there  was  time 
enough  for  you  to  gain  the  bridge;  and, 
lindhig  your  more  i'ormidable  jjursuer  was 
only  aocompanicil  by  ilio  youth  alrea(ly  al- 
luded to,  concLivcd  at  thai  moment  the  de- 
sign of  maknig  him  otu-  prisonei',  Htiil 
there  were  half  aduzi'u  muskets  remly  to  be 
levelled  on  him  should  lunipin-oach  foonear 
to  his  fugitives,  or  manilostany  otlicrdc-ign 
thanthat#simplyrecapturingth.in.  lU.w 
wellourplan  succeeded  you  aie aware;  but, 
alas!"  and  ho  glanced  sorrowfully  at  tho 
corpse,,"  wliy  was  our  success  to  be  embit- 
tered by  so  gieat  a  sacrifice V" 

''  Ah,  would  to  heaven  tliat  ho  at 
least  had  been  spared,"  sighed  iSirEvrrard 
as  he  took  tlie  wan  white  hand  of  liis 
friend  in  his  own;  "and  yet  1  know  not: 
lio  looks  so  calm,  so  hapjiy  in  death,  it  is 
almost  sellish  to  repmo  he  has  escaped  the 
horrors  that  Btill  await  us  in  this  dreadful 
warfare.  But  what  of  Frederick  andMade 
lino  de  llaldimar?  From  tho  statement  you 
have  given,  they  must  have  been  liberated 
by  theyoungOttawa  before  ho  cametonio; 
yet,  what  could  have  induced  them  tohave 
taken  a  course  of  llight  so  opposite  to  that 
whichiirouiisedtheironlychancobf  safety  V" 

"Heaven only  knows,"  ivturnedCajitain 
Blessington.  "  I  fear  they  havo  again  been 
re-captured  by  tho  savages  ;  inwhiclicase 
llieir  doom  is  scarcely  doubtful ;  imlc'ss, 
indeed,  our  prisoner  of  last  night  be  given 
u])  in  exchange  for  thein." 

"  Then  M'ill  their  liberty  be  purchased  at 
a  terrible  price,"    remarked   tho  barnnct. 

"  Will  you  believe,  Blessington,  that 
that  man,  whoso  enmity  to  our  colonel 
seems  almost  devilish,  was  once  an  officer 
in  this  very  regiment?" 

"  You  astonish  me,  Yalletort.  Impossi- 
ble !  and  yet  it  has  always  been  apparent 
to  mo  they  were  once  associates." 

"  I  heard  him  relate  his  history  only  last 
night  to  Clara,  whom  he  had  the  audacit.y 
to  sully  with  pjroiiosals  to  become  his  bride, ' ' 
pursued  the  baronet.  "His  talo  was  a 
most  extraordinary  one.  lie  narrated  it, 
however  only  up  to  tho  pCiiod  when  the 
life  of  Do  Ilaldunar  was  attempted  by  him 
at  Quebec.  But  with  his  subsequent  his- 
tory we  are  all  well  acquainted,  through  the 
fame  of  his  bloody  atrocities  in  all  thopostt 
that  have  fallen  into  tho  hands  of  Ponteac. 
That  man,  savage  and  even  fiendish  as  he 
now  is,  was  once  possessed  of  the  noblest 
qualities.  I  am  sorry  to  say  it,  but  Colonel 
do  llaldimar  has  brought  this  present  afflic- 
tion upon  himself.  At  some  futtu'c  period 
I  will  tell  you  all." 

"Alasl"  said  Captain  ^Blessington,  "ijoor 
Charles,  then,  has  been  made  to  pay  the 
penalty  of  his  father's  en-ors  ;  and  certainly 
the  greatest  of  these  was  his  doommg  the 
unforttmate  Ilallowayto  death  in  the  man- 
ner he  did." 
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"What  think  you  of  the  fact  of  IIiillo. 
Tvny  lifiiig  thi>  nophow  of  thin  fxtmordi- 
nury  inni),  anil  both  of  hijjh  fumily?"  ilo- 
mimileil  Sir  Evcniril. 

"  Indeed  1  nnd  was  tho  latter,  tlion, 
awttio  of  the  eonnection?"' 

"Not  until  last  night,"  replied  Sir  Eve- 
rard.  "Sjuio  observations  made  hy  tho 
wretched  wifo  ofllalloway,  in  tho  eourso 
of  which  sho  named  his  true  name,  (uliiih 
was  that  of  tho  warrior  also,)  first  indicated 
tho  fact  to  tho  latter.  But  what  became 
of  that  unfortunate  creature? — was  sho 
brought  in?"'  • 

"  [  uiuh^rstand  not,"  said  Captain 
Elessington.  "  In  tlu^  confusion  and  hurry 
of  Bcouring  our  prisoner,  ami  the  iippre- 
hension  of  immodiato  attack  Irom  his  war- 
riors, Elb'n  wns  entirely  overlooked.  Some 
ofirjy  men  say  they  left  her  lying,  insen- 
siblo,  on  tho  t-pot  whenco  they  hud  raised 
tho  body  of  our  unfortunate  friend,  which 
they  had  somo  ditHculty  in  releasing  from 
hex*  convulsivo  embrace.  But,  harkl  there 
in  tho  first  dnnn  for  parade,  and  I  have  not 
yet  exchangui  my  Indian  garb." 

Captain3Uessingtonquitte<l  tho  room,  and 
SirEvcrard,  relieved  from  tiio  resti'wning 
presencoofhiM companion,  gavo  freovent  to 
his  emotion,  throwingliimselfupontho body 
of  hi3  friend,  nnd  givuig  uttoranco  to  tho 
feelings  of  anguish  thuw  oppressed  his  heart. 

Ho  had  continued  tomo  mhiutes  iix  this 
position,  when  ho  fancied  ho  felt  tho  warm 
tears  of  a  human  being  bedewing  a  hand 
that  reposed  on  tho  neck  of  his  unfortunate 
friend.  IIo  looked  up,  and  to  his  intinito 
surprise,  behold Clarado  Ualdimar  standing 
beforo  him  at  tho  opposito  t^ido  of  tho  bed. 
Her  likeness  to  her  brother,  at  that  moment, 
was  so  striking,  that  for  a  second  or  two, 
tho  irrepressible  thought  passed  ihi'ough 
tho  mind  of  tho  officer,  it  was  not  a  living 
being  ho  gazed  upon,  but  tho  immaterial 
spirit  of  his  friend.  Tho  wholo  attitude  and 
appearance  of  the  wretched  gul,  indepen- 
dently of  tho  fact  of  her  noiseless  entrance, 
tended  to  favor  tho  delusion.  Uer  features, 
of  an  ashy  paleness,  seemed  fixed,  even  as 
those  of  tho  corpse  beneath  him  ;  and  but 
for  the  tears  that  coursed  silently  down  her 
cheek,  there  was  scarcely  an  outward  evi- 
dence of  emotion. 

You  aro  surprised  to  see  me  hero,  min- 
gling my  grief  with  yours.  Sir  Everard," 
sho  at  length  observed,  with  the  same 
calm  mien,  and  in  tones  of  touching  sweet- 
ness. "I  came  here  with  my  father's  per- 
mission, to  take  a  last  farewell  of  him 
whoso  death  has  broken  my  heart.  I  ex- 
pected to  be  alone ;  but — nay,  do  not  go," 
sho  added,  perceiving  that  the  officer  was 
about  to  depart.  "Had  yoti  not  been  here, 
I  should  have  sent  for  you  ;  for  wo  have 
both  a  sacred  duty  to  perform.  May  I  ask 
your  hand?" 


I)isniayod  at  her  collected  manner,  tlm 
young  ofiieer  gazed  at  her  withtliodeep<'st 
sorrow  (U'pirted  in  every  lino  of  his  own 
countenance.  lie  extended  his  hand,  and 
Clara  to  his  surprise,  grasped  antl  jiresHed 
it  firmly. 

"  It  was  the  wishof  this  poor  hoy  that  his 
Clara  should  lo  tlio  wife  of  his  friend,  Sir 
Everard.  Diil  ho  ever  express  such  to  you  ?' 

"  It  was  (lie  fondest  (K'siid  of  liis  heart," 
returned  tlio  baronet,  unablu  to  restrain 
tho  emotion  of  joy  tliat  mingled  ilespito  of 
himself  with  liis  worst  ujiiirehensionH. 

''  I  need  not  ask  how  you  received  hia 
proposal,''  continued  Clara,  witli  tho  sanio 
calmness  of  manner.  "  Last  night,"  siu* 
pursued  solemnly,  "  I  was  th(>  bri<lo  of  tlio 
mtu'clcrer  of  my  brother,  of  tlio  loverof  my 
mother, — tomorrow  night  I  may  bo  tiio 
lirido  of  death;  but  to-night  I  amthobrido 
of  my  brother's  fiientl.  Yes,  hero  I  am 
eonin  to  pledge  myself  to  tho  fulfilment  of 
his  w  i>li.  If  you  deem  a  heart-broken  girl 
not  umvorthy  of  you.  J  am  your  wife,  Sir 
Evenvrd ;  and,  recollect,  it  is  a  solemn 
plt^dge,  that  which  a  sister  gives  over  tlio 
tifelesa  body  of  her  brother,  beloved  as  thia 
has  been. 

''Oh,  Clara— dearest  Clara,"  passionately 
exclaimed  the  excited  yoimg  man,  "if  a 
life  devoted  to  your  hiippiness  can  repay 
you  for  this,  count  upon  it  as  you  would 
upon  your  eternal  salvation.  In  you  will  I 
lovo  both  my  friend  and  tho  sister  he  has 
bequeathed  to  me.  Clara,  my  betrothed 
wife,  summon  all  tho  energies  of  your  na- 
ture to  sustain  this  cruel  shock ;  and  exert 
yourself  for  him  who  will  be  to  you  both  a 
brother  and  a  husband." 

As  ho  spoko  ho  drew  the  unresisting  girl 
towards  him,  and,  locking  her  in  his  em- 
brace, pressed,  for  the  first  time,  tho  lips, 
which  it  had  maddened  him  tho  preceding 
night  to  see  polluted  by  tho  forcible  kisses 
of  Wacousta.  But  Clara  shared  not,  but 
merely  suffered  his  momentary  happiness. 
Her  cheek  wore  not  tho  crimson  of  excite- 
ment, neither  were  her  +'         '■  '  mtinucd. 


Sho  seemed  as  one  ^ 
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>  mci  i>,iiu.  ally  sub- 
i  no  power  of  resis- 
,  I  .  von  in  th  embrace 
isband,  shoe:  ited tho 
aim  that  had  startled  him 
mce.  Religion  could  not 
ling  ban  that  which  had 
impelled  tho  action  oi  tho  young  officer. 
Tho  very  consciousness  of  the  sacred  pledge 
having  been  exchanged  over  tho  corpse  of 
his  friend,  imparted  a  holiness  of  fervor  to 
his  mind ;  and  even  while  he  pressed  her, 
whom  ho  secretly  sworo  to  lovo  with  all 
the  affection  of  a  fond  brother  and  a  hus- 
band united,  he  felt  that  if  the  spirit  of  him 
who  slept,  unconscious  of  the  scene,  were 
suffered  to  linger  near,  it  would  be  to  hal- 
low it  with  approval  ,       , 
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"  And  now,"  said  Clara  at  length,  yot 
without  uttomptiag  to  cliscugugo  hoiHclf, 
— "  now  thiit  wo  lu'o  united,  I  would  ho 
idono  with  my  brother.  My  husband,  leave 
nie."' 

Deeply  toucliod  at  the  namo  of  husband, 
Sir  Evoi'urd  could  not  refrain  I'rom  imprint- 
ing another  kiss  on  Iho  lips  that  uttered  it. 
Ilo  then  gently  disengaged  himself  from 
his  lovely  but  sull'ering  ehargo,  whon»  ho 
deposited  with  her  head  resting  on  tho 
bed;  and  making  a  significant  motion  of 
hishaml  to  tho  woman,  who,  as  well  as  old 
Morrison,  had  been  spectators  of  tho  whole 
scene,  stole  gently  from  tho  af>artment, 
under  what  emotions  of  joy  and  grief  it 
would  bo  dillluult  to  describe. 


CUAI'TEIl  XXXIV. 

It  was  tho  eighth  hour  of  morning,  and 
both  officers  and  men,  quitting  their  ill-re- 
lished meal,  wera  to  bo  seen  issuing  to  tlio 
parade,  where  the  monotonous  roll  of  th(i 
uastmblie  now  summoned  tliem.  Presently 
tho  garrison  was  formed,  j)resenting  tluco 
C(|ual  sides  of  a  square.  Tho  vacant  space 
fronted  tho  guard  house,  ncarono  extremi- 
ty of  which  was  to  bo  seen  a  flight  of  stei)S 
communicating  with  tho  rampart,  where 
tho  flag-staffwas  erected.  Several  men  were 
employed  at  this  statt',  passing  strong  ropes 
through  iron  pulleys  that  were  suspended 
from  tho  cxtremo  top,  while  in  tho  base- 
ment of  tha  staff  itself,  to  a^height  of  about 
twenty  feet,  wero  stuck  at  intervals  strong 
wooden  pegs,  serving  as  steps  to  tho  artil- 
lery men  for  greater  iacility  in  clearing 
when  fold,  tho  Uncs  to  Avliich  tho  colors  wor« 
attached.  Tho  latter  had  been  removed ; 
and,  from  the  substitution  of  a  cord  consi- 
derably stronger  than  that  which  usually 
appeared  there,  it  seemed  as  if  somo  far 
heavier  weight  was  about  to  ba  appended 
to  it.  Gradually  tho  men,  having  complet- 
ed their  usual  preparations,  quitted  tho 
rampart,  and  the  flag- staff  which  was  of 
tapering  pino,  was  left  totally  unguarded. 

Tho  "  Attention  I"  of  Major  Blackwater 
to  tho  troops,  who  had  been  hitherto  stand- 
ing in  attitudes  of  expectancy  that  render- 
ed tho  injunction  almost  superfluous,  an- 
nounced tho  approach  of  tho  governor. 
Soon  afterwards  that  officer  entered  the 
area,  wearing  his  characteristic  dignity  of 
manner,  yet  exhibiting  every  evidence  of 
one  who  had  sufiered  deeply.  Preparation 
for  a  drum-head  com-t-martial,  as  in  (he 
case  of  Hallo  way,  had  already  been  made 
within  tho  square,  and  tho  only  actor  want- 
ing in  the  drama  was  ho  who  was  to  be 
tried. 

Once  Colonel  de  Haldiraar  made  an  effort 
to  command  his  appearance.  But  the  huski- 
ness  of  his  voice  choked  his  utterance,  and 


ho  wascompoUod  to  pause.  After  tho  lapse 
of  a  few  moments,  ho  again  orderetl.  hut  in 
a  voi(!o    that    was    remarked    to    falter, — 

*'  Mr.  Lawson,  let  the  nrisonor  be  brought 
forth." 

Tho  feelin/?  of  suspense  that  ensued  bet- 
ween the  ileliveiy  and  execution  of  tliis 
command  was  painful  througijouttlie  ranks. 
AUwero  penetrated  wilhcuriosity  to  liehold 
a  man  who  had  several  times  appearid  to 
ihem  under  tho  most  iq)palling  eiieiim- 
stances,  and  against  wiiom  tho  strongest 
feeling  of  indignation  had  been  (>:ceitedfor 
liis  barbarous  murder  of  Charles  do  lliiidi- 
mar.  It  was  with  mingled  awoand  aiij^ep 
'they  nowawaitedhis  approarli.  At  length 
til','  captive  was  seen  advancing  from  tho 
cell  in  wlucii  he  iiud  been  confined,  bisgigan- 
t  ici'orm  towering  far  abovot  hone  of  the  guard 
of  grenadiers  by  whom  ho  was  surroundodj 
and  with  a  haughtiness  in  his  air,  and  inso- 
lences in  his  manner,  that  told  ho  came  to 
confront  liis  enemy  with  a  spirit  unsulxluod 
hy  tho  fate  tiiat  too  proljahly  awaited  him. 

Many  an  eye  was  turned  upon  tho  gover- 
nor at  that  moment.  lie  was  evidently 
struggling  for  composure  to  meet  tho  scene 
lie  felt  it  to  bo  impossible  to  avoid  ;  and 
ho  tm'ued  pule  and  paler  as  his  enemy  drew 
near. 

At  length  the  prisoner  stood  nearly  on 
tho  same  spot  where  his  imfortunatc  nephew 
hail  lingered  on  aformer  occasion.  Ho  was 
unchained ;  but  his  hands  wero  firmly  se- 
cured behind  liis  back,  llo  threw  himself 
into  an  attitude  of  carelessness,  resting  on 
ona  foot,  and  tapping  tho  earth  with  the 
other;  riveting  his  eyo,  at  tha  samo  time, 
with  an  expression  oftno  most  daring  inso- 
lence, on  tho  governor,  while  his  swarthy 
cheek  was  moreover  lighted  up  with  a  smile 
of  tha  deepest  scorn. 

"  You  are  Reginald  Morton  tho  outlaw,  I 
believe,"  at  length  observed  tho  governor 
in  an  uncertain  tone,  that,  however,  acquir- 
ed greater  firmness  as  ho  proceeded, — "one 
whoso  life  has  already  been  forfeited  through 
his  treasonable  practices  in  Europe,  and  who 
has,  moreover,  incm'red  tho  penalty  of  an 
ignominious  death,  by  acting  as  a  spy  of  the 
enemies  of  England.  What  say  you,  Regi- 
nald Morton,  that  you  should  not  be 
convicted  in  tho  death  that  awaits  tho  trai- 
tor V" 

"  Ila  I  ha  1  by  heaven,  such  cold,  pompous 
insolence  amuses  me,"  vociferated  Wacous- 
ta. "  It  reminds  mo  of  Ensign  do  Ilaldi- 
mar  of  nearly  five  and  twenty  years  back, 
who  was  then  as  cunning  a  dissembler  as  ho 
is  now."  Suddenly  changing  his  ribald 
tone  to  one  of  scorn  and  rage : — "  You  he- 
Ucvc  me,  you  say,  to  bo  Reginald  Morton, 
the  outlaw.  Well  do  yoxi  know  it.  I  am 
that  Sir  Reginald  Morton,  who  became  an 
outlaw,  not  through  his  own  crimes,  but 
through  your  villany.    Ay,  frown  as  you 


160 


WACOUSTA  ;    OR,   THE   PROPnECY. 


may,  I  heed  it  not.  You  may  awai-d  me 
death,  but  shall  not  "chain  my  tongue.  To 
your  whole  regiment  do  I  proclaim  you  for 
a  false,  remorseless  villain."  Then  turn- 
ing his  flashing  eyo  along  the  ranlis . — "I  was 
once  an  officer  in  this  corps,  and  long  before 
any  of  you  wore  the  accm-sed  uniform. 
That  man,  that  fiend,  affected  to  be  my 
friend ;  and  under  the  guii^e  of  friendship, 
stole  into  the  heart  I  loved  better  than  my 
own  life.  Yes,"  fervently  pursued  the  ex- 
cited ^  risoner,  stamjjing  violently  with  his 
foot  upon  the  earth,  '•  ho  robbed  me  of  my 
affianced  wife :  and  for  that  I  resented  an 
outrage  that  should  have  banished  him  to 
some  lone  region,  where  ho  might  never 
again  pollute  human  nature  with  his  i)re- 
sence — he  caused  mo  to  be  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  dismissed  the  service.  Then, 
indeed,  I  became  the  outlaw  ho  has  describ- 
ed, but  not  until  then.  Now,  Colonel  de 
Ilaldimar,  that  I  havo  jiroclaimcd  your  in- 
famy, poor  and  inefficient  as  the  triumph 
be,  do  your  worst — I  ask  no  mercy.  Yester- 
day I  tliought  that,  years  of  toilsome  pursuit 
of  the  means  of  vengeance  were  about  to  bo 
<'rov,neil  with  success  ;  but  fate  has  turned 
the  cables  on  mo,  and  I  yield."' 

To  iiH  iDut  the  baronet  and  C  iptain  Bles- 
pington  this  declaration  was  productive  of 
tlie  utmost  surprise.  Every  eye  was  turn- 
ed upon  the  colonel.  lie  grew  impatient 
luider  the  scrutiny,  and  demanded  if  the 
court,  who  meanwhile  had  been  deliljerat- 
ing,  satisfied  of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner, 
had  come  to  a  decision  in  regard  to  his  pun- 
ishment. An  affirmative  answer  was  given, 
and  Colonel  do  Ilaldimar  proceeded. 

'•Iveginald  Morton,  with  the  private  mis- 
foiiunes  of  your  former  life  wo  have  noth- 
ing to  do.  it  is  the  decision  of  this  court, 
who  are  merely  met  out  of  form,  that  you 
suffer  immediate  death  by  hanging,  as  a 
just  recompense  for  your  double  treason  to 
your  country.  There,"  and  he  pointed  to  the 
flagstaff,  "  will  you  be  exhibited  to  the  mis- 
guided people  whom  your  wicked  artifices 
have  stirred  up  into  hostility  against  us. 
When  they  behold  your  fate,  they  will  take 
warning  from  your  example ;  and,  finding 
we  have  Leads  and  a:  ;ns  not  to  suffer  offence 
with  impunity,  be  more  readily  brought  to 
obedience." 

I  understand  your  allusion,"  coolly  re- 
joined Wacousta,  glancing  earnestly  at,  and 
apparently  measuring  with  his  eye,  the  di- 
nituisions  of  the  conspicuous  scaffold  on 
which  he  was  to  sufl'er.  "  You  had  ever  a 
calculating  head.  Do  Ilaldimar,  where  any 
secret  villany,  anything  to  promote  your 
own  seltii-h  ends,  was  to  bo  gained  by  it ; 
but  your  calculation  seems  now,  methinks, 
at  fault." 

Colonel  De  Ilaldimar  looked  at  liim  enqui- 
ringly. 

"You  h:ive  still  a  son  left,"  pursued  the 


prisoner  with  the  same  recklessness  of 
manner,  and  in  a  tone  denoting  allusion  to 
him  who  was  no  more  that  caused  an  universal 
shudder  throughout  the  ranks.  "Ho  is  in 
the  hands  of  '^ie  Ottawa  Indians,  and  I  am 
the  friend  of  their  great  chief,  inferior  only 
in  power  among  the  tribe  to  himself. 
Think  you  that  he  will  see  mo  hanged  up 
like  a  dog.  and  fail  to  avenge  my  disgrace- 
ful death  Y" 

'•'  Ila !  presumptuous  renegade,  is  this  the 
deep  game  you  have  in  view  Y  Hope  you 
then  to  stipulate  for  the  preservation  of  a  life 
every  way  forfeited  to  tho  offended  justice 
of  your  country  ?  Dare  you  to  cherish  the 
belief,  that  after  the  horrible  threats  so 
often  denounced  by  you,  you  will  again 
be  let  loose  upon  a  career  of  crime  and 
blood?" 

"  None  of  your  cant,  De  Ilaldimar,  as  I 
once  observed  to  you  before,"  coolly  re- 
torted Wacousta,  with  bitter  sarcasm. 
'•  Consult  your  own  heart,  and  ask  if  its  ca- 
talogue of  crime  be  not  far  greater  than  my 
own  :  j'ct  I  ask  not  my  life.  I  would  but 
have  the  manner  of  my  fate  altered,  and 
fain  would  die  the  death  of  the  soldier  I  was 
before  you  rendered  mo  tho  wretch  I  am. 
Methinks  the  boon  is  not  so  great,  if  the 
restoration  of  your  son  be  the  price." 

'•Do  you  mean,  then,"  eagerly  returned 
the  governor,  "that  if  the  mere  mode  of 
your  death  be  changed,  my  son  shall  be 
restored?" 

"I  do,"  was  the  calm  reply. 

"  What  pledge  have  wo  of  the  fact  ?  What 
faith  can  we  rcjioso  in  the  word  of  a  fiend, 
whoso  brutal  vengeance  has  already  sacri- 
ficed the  g'  atlest  life  that  over  animated 
human  clay?"  Here  tho  emotion  of  the 
governor  almost  choked  his  utterance,  and 
considerable  agitation  and  murmuring  were 
manifested  in  the  ranks. 

'^  Gentle,  said  you  ?"  replied  the  prisoner, 
musmgly ;  "  then  did  ho  resemble  his  mo- 
ther, whom  I  loved,  even  as  his  brother  re- 
sembles you,  whom  I  have  bo  much  reason 
to  hate.  Had  I  known  the  boy  to  be  what 
you  describe,  I  might  have  felt  some  touch 
of  pity  even  while  I  delayed  not  to  strike 
his  deathblow;  but  the  false  moonlight  de- 
ceiv(Hl  mo,  and  the  detested  name  of  De 
Ilaldimar,  pronounced  by  the  lii^s  of  my 
ne])hew's  wife — that  wife  whom  your  cold- 
blooded severity  had  widowed  and  driven 
mad — was  in  itself  sufficient  to  ensure  his 
doom." 

'■Inhuman  rv.ffian  1"  exclaimed  the  go- 
vernor, witli  increasing  indignation;  "lo 
tho  point.  What  have  to  ofl'er  that  my  son 
will  bo  restored?" 

"Nay,  the  pledge  is  easily  given,  and 
without  much  risk.  You  have  only  to  defer 
my  death  until  your  messenger  return  from 
his  interview  with  Ponteac.  If  Captain  de 
Ilaldimar  accompany  him  back,  shoot  me 
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as  1  have  requested ;  if  he  come  not,  then 
it  is  but  to  hang  me,  after  all." 

"Hall  understand  you;  this  is  but  a 
pretext  to  gain  time,  a  device  to  enable 
your  subtle  brain  to  i)lan  some  mode  of 
escape." 

"  As  your  will,  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar," 
calmly  retorted  Wacousta;  and  again  ho 
sank  into  silence,  with  the  air  of  one  utterly 
indiiferent  to  results. 

"Do  you  mean,"  resumed  the  Colonel, 
' '  that  a  request  from  yourself  to  the  Ottawa 
chief  will  obtain  tho  liberation  of  my  son?" 

"Unless  the  Indian  be  false  as  yourself,  I 
do." 

"And  of  the  lady  who  is  with  him?" 
continued  the  colonel,  coloring  with  anger. 

"Of  both.' 

"How is  the  message  to  be  conveyed ?" 

"Ha,  sir  1"  returned  tho  prisoner,  drawing 
himself  up  to  his  full  height,  "now  are  you 
arrived  at  a  i)oint  that  is  pertinent.  My 
wampum  belt  will  be  the  passport,  and  the 
safeguard  of  him  you  send ;  then  for  the 
communication.  There  are  certain  figures 
as  you  are  aware,  that,  traced  on  bark,  an- 
swer the  same  purposo  among  tha  Indians 
with  the  European  languago  of  letters.  Let 
my  hands  bo  cut  loose,"  ha  pm'sued,  but 
in  a  tone  in  which  agitation  and  excitement 
might  be  detected,  "  and  if  bark  be  brought 
me,  and  a  burnt  stick  or  coal,  I  will  j^ive 
you  not  only  a  sample  of  Indian  ingenuity, 
but  a  specimen  of  my  own  progress  in 
Indian  acquirements." 

"What,  free  your  hands,  and  thus  afford 
you  a  chanco  of  escape?"  observed  the  go- 
vernor, doubtingly. 

Wacousta  bent  his  steadfast  gaze  on  him 
forafewmomentsasif  hequestionod ho  had 
heard  aright.  Then  bursting  into  a  wild 
and  scornful  laugh, — "By  heaven  1"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  this  is,  indeed,  a  higla  compli- 
ment you  pay  ma  at  the  expense  of  these 
fine  follows.  What,  Colonel  do  Haldimar 
afraid  to  liberate  an  unarmed  prisoner,  hem- 
med in  by  a  forest  of  bayonets  ?  This  is 
good;  gentlemen,"  and  ha  bent  himself  in 
sarcastic  reverence  to  the  astonished  troops. 
"  [beg  to  offer  my  very  best  congratulations 
on  tho  high  estimation  iu  which  you  are 
held  by  your  colonel." 

"Peace,  sirrah!"  exclaimed  the  governor, 
enraged  beyond  measure  at  tho  insolence 
of  him  who  thus  hekl  liim  up  to  contempt 
before  his  men,  "or,  './heaven,  I  will  have 
your  tonguo  cut  out.  I — Mr.  Lawson,  let 
what  this  fellow  requires  be  procured  im- 
mediately." Then  adressing  Lieutenant 
Boyce,  who  commanded  tho  immediate 
guard  over  tho  prisoner, — "  Let  his  hands 
beliberated,  sir,  and  enjoin  your  men  to  bo 
watchful  of  tho  movements  of  this  supple 
traitor.  His  activity  I  know  of  old  to  be 
great,  and  he  seems  to  have  doubled  it  since 
ho  assumed  that  garb." 

11 


The  command  was  executed,  and  the  pri- 
soner stood  onco  more  freo  and  unfettered 
in  every  muscular  limb.  A  deep  and  un- 
broken silenco  ensued  and  the  return  of  tho 
adjutant  was  momentarily  expected.  Sud- 
denly a  loud  scream  was  heard,  and  tho 
slightfigm-eof  a  female,  clad  in  white,  came 
rushing  from  the  piazzii  in  which  tho  apart- 
ment of  tho  deceased  De  Haldimar  was 
situated.  It  was  Clara.  Tho  guard  of  Wa- 
cousta formetl  the  fourth  front  of  the 
square:  but  they  were  drawn  up  somewhat 
in  tho  distance,  so  as  to  leave  an  open  space 
of  several  feet  at  the  angles.  Through  ono 
of  these  the  excited  gu  I  now  passed  into  the 
area,  with  a  wildness  in  her  ah  and  appear- 
ance that  riveted  every  eye  in  painful  in- 
terest upon  her.  She  paused  not  until  she 
had  gained  the  side  of  the  captive,  at  whose 
feet  sho  now  sank  in  an  attitude  expressive 
of  the  most  profound  despair. 

"Tiger! — monster  1"  she  raved,  "  restore 
my  brother ! — give  mo  back  the  gentle  life 
you  have  taken  or  destroy  my  own  I  See, 
I  am  a  weak  defenceless  girl :  can  you  not 
strike? — you  have  no  pity  for  the  innocent. 
But  come,"  sho  pursued  mournfully,  regain- 
ing her  feet  and  grasping  his  iron  hand, — 
"  como  and  see  the  sweet  calm  face  of  him 
you  havo  slain : — como  with  me,  and  be- 
hold tho  image  of  Clara  Beverley ;  and,  if 
you  ever  loved  her  as  you  say  you  did,  let 
your  soul  be  touched  with  remorse  for 
your  crime." 

Tho  excitement  and  confusion  produced 
by  this  imexpected  interruption  was  great. 
Murmurs  of  compassion  for  tho  unhappy 
Clara,  and  of  indignation  against  tho  pri- 
soner, were  no  longer  sought  to  be  repress- 
ed by  the  men;  while  the  oflBcers,  quitting 
their  places  in  tho  ranks,  grouped  them- 
selves indiscriminately  in  the  fore-ground. 
One,  more  impatient  than  his  companions 
sprang  forward,  and  forcibly  di-ew  away 
the  delicate  hand  that  still  grasped  that 
of  the  captive.  It  was  Sir  Everaid  Vaile- 
tort. 

"  Clara,  my  beloved  wife!"  he  exclaimed 
to  tho  astonislmaenfc  of  all  who  heard  him, 
"  pollute  not  your  lips  l)y  further  commu- 
nion with  such  a  wretch;  his  heart  is  as 
inaccessible  to  pity  as  the  rugged  rocks  on 
which  liis  spring-hfe  was  passed.  For  Hea- 
ven's  sake, — for  my  sake, — Ihiger  not  with- 
in his  reach.  There  is  death  in  his  very 
presence." 

"Your  wife,  sir  1"  haughtily  observed 
tho  governor,  with  irrepressible  astonish- 
ment and  indignation  in  his  voice ;  "  what 
mean  you?-  Gentlemen resvimo  your  places 
iu  the  nmks.  Clara — Miss  do  Haldimar,  1 
command  you  to  retire  instantly  to  your 
apartment.  Wewilldiscoursepf  this  later, 
Sir  Everard  Valletort,  I  trust  you  have  not 
dareil  to  offer  an  indignity  to  my  child." 

While  he  was  yet  turned  to  that  oflicor, 
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who  had  taken  his  post,  as  commanded,  in 
the  inner  angle  of  the  square,  and  with  a 
countenance  that  denoted  the  conflicting 
emotions  of  his  soul,  he  was  suddenly- 
startled  by  the  confused  shout  and  rushing 
forward  of  tho  wholo  body,  both  of  oflicers 
and  men.  Before  he  had  time  to  turn,  a 
loud  and  well-remembered  yell  burst  upon 
hi3  ear.  The  next  moment,  to  liis  infinite 
surprise  and  horror,  ho  beheld  tho  bold 
warrior  rapidly  ascending  tho  very  staff 
that  had  been  destined  for  his  scaffold,  and 
with  Clara  in  his  arms  1 

Great  was  the  confusion  that  ensued.  To 
rush  forward  and  surround  the  flag-staffj 
was  the  immediate  action  of  the  troojis. 
Many  of  tho  men  raised  their  muskets,  and 
in  the  excitement  of  the  moment,  would 
have  fired,  had  thoy  not  been  restrained 
by  their  officers,  who  pointed  out  the  cer- 
tain destruction  it  would  entail  on  the  un- 
fortunate Clara.  With  the  rapidity  of 
thought,  Wacousta  had  snatched  ujd  his 
victun,  while  the  attontion  of  tho  troops 
was  directed  to  the  singular  conversation 
passing  between  tho  governor  and  Sir  Eve- 
rard  Valletort,  and  darting  through  one  of 
the  open  angles  already  alluded  to,  had 
gained  the  rampart  before  they  had  reco- 
vered from  the  stupor  produced  by  his 
daring  action.  Stopping  lightly  upon  the 
pegs,  ho  had  rapidly  ascended  to  the  ut- 
most height  of  those,  before  any  one 
thought  of  following  him  ;  and  than  grasp- 
ing in  his  teeth  the  cord  whicb  was  to  have 
served  for  his  execution,  and  coldmg  Clara 
firmly  against  hw  chest,  wliilo  ho  embraced 
the  smooth  staff  with  knees  and  feet  closely 
compressed  around  it,  accomplished  the 
difficult  ascent  witli  an  ea.se  that  astonish- 
«d  all  ivho  beheld  him.  Gradually,  as  he 
approached  tho  top,  the  tapering  pine 
waved  to  and  fro  ;  and  at  each  moment  it 
was  expected,  that,  yielding  to  their  imited 
•weight  it  would  snap  asunder,  and  preci- 
pitate both  Clara  and  himself,  upon  the 
rampart,  or  into  the  ditch  bi^'ond. 

More  than  one  officer  now  attempted  to 
follow  the  fugitive  in  his  adventurous 
<;ourse;  but  even  Lieutenant  Johnstone, 
the  most  active  and  experienced  in  climb- 
ing of  tho  party,  was  unable  to  rise  more 
than  a  few  yards  above  the  pegs  that  afford- 
ed a  footing,  and  the  enterprise  was  aban- 
doned as  an  impossibility.  At  length  Wa- 
cousta was  seen  to  gain  the  extreme  sum- 
mit. For  a  moment  he  turned  his  gaze 
anxiously  beyond  the  town,  in  the  direc 
tion  of  the  bridge  ;  and,  after  pealing  forth 
one  of  his  terrific  yells,  exclaimed,  exul- 
tingly,  as  he  turned  his  eyes  upon  his  ene- 
my:— 

"  Well;  colonel,  what  think  you  of  this 
sample  uf  Indian  ingenuity  ?  Did  I  not 
tell  you,"  he  continued,  in  mockery,  "  that 
if  my  hands  were  but  free,  I  would  give 


you  a  specimen  of  my  progress  in  Indian 
acquirements?" 

"  If  you  would  avoid  a  death  even  more 
terrible  than  that  of  hanging,"  shouted 
the  governor,  in  a  voice  of  mingled  rage 
and  terror,  '•  restore  my  daughter." 

"  Ha  !  lial  ha  I — excellent  1"  vociferated 
the  savage.  "  You  threaten  largely,  my 
good  governor ;  but  your  threats  are  harm- 
less as  those  of  a  weak  besieging  army  be- 
fore an  impregnable  fortress.  It  is  for  tho 
strongest,  however,  to  propose  his  terms. 
If  I  i-estore  this  girl  to  life,  will  you  pledge 
yourself  to  mine?" 

"Never!"  thundered  Colonel  de  llaldi- 
mar,  with  unusual  energy.  "  Men^  procure 
axes ;  cut  the  flag-staff  down,  smce  this 
id  the  only  means  left  of  securing  yon  in- 
solent traitor  1  Quick  to  your  work ;  and 
mark,  who  first  seizes  him  shall  have  pro- 
motion on  the  spot." 

Axes  were  instantly  procured  and  two 
of  the  men  now  lent  themselves  vigorous- 
ly to  tho  task.  Wacousta  seemed  to  watch 
these  preparations  with  evident  anxiety  : 
and  to  all  it  appeared  as  if  his  courage  had 
been  paralysed  by  this  unexpected  action. 
No  sooner,  however,  had  the  axemen  reach- 
ed tho  heart  of  the  staff)  than,  holding 
Clara  forth  over  vho  edge  of  the  rampart, 
he  shouted, — 

"  One  stroke   more,  and  she  perishes!" 

Instantaneously  the  work  was  discon- 
tinued. A  silence  of  a  few  moments  en- 
sued. Every  eye  was  turned  upward, — 
every  heart  beat  with  terror  to  see  the 
dchcate  girl,  held  by  a  single  arm,  and 
apparently  about  to  be  precipitated  from 
that  dizzying  height.  Again  Wacousta 
shouted, — 

"  Life  for  life,  De  Haldimar !  If  I  yield 
her  shall  I  live?" 

"No  terms  shall  be  dictated  to  me  by  a 
rebel,  in  tho  heart  of  my  own  fort,"  return- 
ed the  governor.  "Restore  my  child,  and 
we  will  then  consider  what  mercy  may  be 
extended  to  you." 

"  Well  do  I  know  what  mercy  dwells  in 
such  a  heart  as  yours,"  gloomily  remarked 
the  prisoner  "  but  I  come." 

"  Surround  the  staff,  men,"  ordered  the 
governor,  in  a  low  tone.  "The  instant  he 
descends,  secure  him  :  lash  him  in  every 
limb,  nor  suffer  even  his  insolent  tongue 
to  be  longer  at  liberty." 

"  Boyce,  for  God's  sake  open  the  gate, 
and  place  men  in  readiness  to  lower  the 
drawbridge,"  implored  Sir  Everard  of  tho 
officer  of  the  guard,  and  in  a  tone  of  deep 
emotion  that  was  not  meant  to  be  overheai'd 
by  tho  governor.  "  I  fear  the  boldness  of 
this  vengeful  man  may  lead  him  to  some 
desperate  mean^,  of  escape.' ' 

Wliile  the  offic'^r  whom  ho  addressed 
issued  a  command,  the  responsibility  of 
which  he  fancied  he  might,  under  tho  pecu- 
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liar  circumstances  of  the  moment,  take 
upon  himself,  Wacousta  began  Jiis  descent, 
not  as  before,  by  adhering  to  tho  staff,  but 
by  the  ropo  which  ho  held  in  his  left  hand, 
while  ho  still  supported  tho  apparently 
senseless  Clara  against  his  right  breast  with 
tho  other. 

"Now,  Colonel  de Ilaldimar,  I  hope  your 
heart  is  at  rest,"  ho  shouted,  as  he  rapidly 
glided  by  tho  cord :  ''  enjoy  your  triumph 
as  best  may  suit  your  pleasure." 

Every  eyo  followed  his  movement  with 
interest  ;  every  heart  beat  lighter  at  the 
certainty  of  Clara  being  again  restored 
and  witlaout  other  injury  than  the  terror 
she  must  have  experienced  in  such  a  scene. 
Each  congratulated  himself  on  tho  favor- 
able termination  of  the  terrible  adven- 
ture, yet  wero  all  ready  to  spring  vipoii  and 
securo  tho  desperate  author  of  tho  wrong. 
Wacousta  liad  now  reached  tlie  centre  of 
tho  flag-stafi".  Pausing  for  a  moment,  ho 
grappled  it  with  his  strong  and  nervous 
feet,  on  which  he  apparently  rested,  to 
give  a  momentary  relief  to  tho  muscles  of 
his  left  arm.  He  then  abruptly  abandoned 
his  hold,  swinging  himself  out  a  few  yards 
from  tho  staff,  and  returning  again,  dashed 
liis  feet  against  it  with  a  force  that  caused 
the  weakened  mass  to  vibrato  to  its  very 
foundation.  Impelled  by  his  weight,  and 
the  violence  of  his  action,  the  croaking 
pinegavo  way;  its  lofty  top  gradually  bend- 
ing over  tho  exterior  rampart  until  it 
finally  snapped  asunder,  and  fell  with  a 
loud  crash  across  tho  ditch. 

•'  Open  tho  gate,  down  with  tlie  draw- 
bridge !"  exclaimed  tho  excited  governor. 

''Down  with  tho  drawbridge,"  repeated 
Sir  Everard  to  tho  men  already  stationed 
there  ready  to  let  loose  at  tho  first  order. 
The  heavy  chains  rattled  sullenly  through 
tho  rusty  pulleys,  and  to  each  tho  bridge 
seemed  an  liour  descending.  Before  it  had 
reached  its  level,  it  was  covered  with  the 
weight  of  many  armed  men  rushing  confu- 
sedly to  the  front ;  and  tho  foremost  of 
these  leaped  to  tho  earth  before  it  had 
sunk  into  its  customary  bed.  Sir  Everard 
Valletort  and  Lieutenant'  Jolmstone  wero 
in  the  front,  both  armed  with  their  rifles, 
which  had  been  brought  them  before  Wa- 
cousta commenced  his  descent.  Without 
order  or  combination,  Erskine,  Blessington, 
and  nearly  half  of  their  respective  compa- 
nies, followed  as  they  could  ;  and  dispers- 
ing as  they  advanced,  sought  only  which 
could  outstrip  his  fellows   in   the  pursuit. 

Meanwhilo  the  fugitive,  assisted  in  his 
fall  by  tho  gradual  rending  asunder  of  the 
staff,  had  obeyed  the  impulsion  first  given 
to  his  active  form,  until,  suddenly  check- 
ing himself  by  the  rope  he  dropped  with 
his  feet  downward  into  the  centre  of  the 
ditch.  For  a  moment  he  disappeared,  then 
came  again  uninjured  to  the  sui'face  j  and 


in  the  face  of  more  than  fifty  men,  who, 
hning  the  rampart  with  their  muskets  lev- 
elled to  tako  him  at  advantage  the  instant 
ho  should  reappear,  seemed  to  laugh  their 
efforts  to  scorn.  Ilolding-Clara  before  him 
as  a  shield,  tlu-ough  which  tho  bullets  of 
his  enemies  must  pass  before  they  could 
attain  him,  ho  impelled  his  gigantic  form 
with  a  backward  movement  towards  tho 
opposite  bank,  which  ho  rapidly  ascended: 
and,  still  fronting  his  enemies,  commenced 
hisfhghtin  that  manner  with  a  speed  which 
(considering  tho  additional  weight  of  tho 
drenched  garments  of  both)  was  inconceiv- 
able. Tlio  course  taken  by  him  was  not 
through  tho  town,  but  circuitously  across 
tho  common  until  ho  arrived  on  that  im- 
mediate lino  whence,  as  we  have  before 
stated,  tho  bridge  was  distinctly  visiblo 
from  tho  rampart;  on  which,  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  remaining  troops,  in  defiance 
of  the  presence  of  their  austere  chief,  wero 
now  eagerly  assembled,  watching,  with 
unspeakable  interest,  the  progress  of  the 
chase. 

Desperate  as  were  the  exertions  of  Wa- 
cousta, who  evidently  continued  tliis  mode 
of  flight  from  a  conviction  that  tho  instant 
his  person  was  left  exjiosed  the  fire-arms 
of  his  pursuers  would  bo  brought  to  bear 
upon  him,  the  two  officers  in  front,  animat- 
ed by  tho  most  extraordinary  exertions, 
wero  rapidly  gaining  upon  him.  Already 
was  one  within  fifty  yards  of  him,  when  a 
loud  yell  was  heard  from  tho  bridge.  This 
was  fiercely  answered  by  the  fleeing  man, 
and  in  a  manner  that  implied  his  glad 
sense  of  coming  recue.  In  tho  wild  exul- 
tation of  the  moment,  ho  raised  Clara  high 
above  his  head,  to  show  her  in  triumph  to 
tho  governor,  whose  person  liis  keen  eyo 
could  easily  distinguish  among  thoso  crowd- 
ed upon  tho  rampart.  In  tho  gratified 
vengeance  of  that  hour,  he  seemed  utterly 
to  overlook  tho  actions  of  those  who  wero 
BO  near  him.  During  this  brief  scene,  Sir 
Everard  had  dropped  upon  one  knee,  and 
supporting  his  elbow  on  the  other,  aimed 
his  riflo  at  the  heart  of  the  ravisher  of  his 
wife.  An  exulting  shout  burst  from  tho 
pursuing  troops.  Wacousta  bounded  a  few 
feet  in  air,  and  placing  his  hand  to  his  side, 
uttered  another  yell,  more  appalling  than 
any  that  had  hitherto  escaped  him.  His 
flight  was  now  uncertain  and  wavering, 
lie  staggered  as  one  who  had  received  a 
a  mortal  wound;  and  discontinuing  his 
une(iual  mode  of  retreat,  turned  his  back 
upon  his  pursuers,  and  tlu'cwall  his  remain- 
ing energies  into  a  final  effort  at  escape. 

Inspu'ited  by  the  success  of  his  shot, 
and  expecting  momentarily  to  see  lum  fall, 
weakened  with  the  loss  of  blood,  the  ex- 
cited Valletort  redoubled  his  exertions. 
To  his  infinite  joy,  ho  found  that  the  efforts 
of  the  fugitive  became  feebler  at  each  mo- 
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ment.  Joluistono  was  about  twenty  paces 
behind  Lim,  and  the  pursuing  party  at 
about  the  same  distance  from  Johnstone. 
The  baronet  had  now  reached  Ids  enemy, 
and  ah-eady  was  the  butt  of  his  rifle  raised 
with  murderous  uatent,  when  suddenly 
Wacousta,  every  feature  distorted  with 
raga  and  pain,  turned  like  a  wounded  lion 
at  bay,  and  eluding  the  blow,  deposited  the 
unconscious  form  of  his  victim  upon  the 
sward.  Springing  upon  his  infinitely 
weaker  pursuer,  ho  grappled  him  furiously 
by  the  throat,  exclaiming  thi'ough  his 
clenched  teeth ; — 

"Nay  then,  since  you  will  provoke  your 
fate — be  it  so.  Die  like  a  dog,  and  bo 
d— — d,  for  having  balked  me  of  my  just 
revenge!" 

As  he  spoke,  he  hurled  the  grasping  offi- 
cer to  the  earth  with  a  violence  that  betray- 
ed the  dreadful  excitement  of  his  soul, 


and  again 
bis  prize. 
Meanwhile', 


hastened  to  assure  lumself  of 


Lieutenant  Johnstone  had 


come  up,  and  seeing  hib  companion  struggl- 
ing, as  he  presumed  with  advantage,  with 
Ixis  severely  wounded  enemy,  made  it  his 
first  care  to  secure  the  unhajipy  girl ;  for 
whose  recovery  the  pursuit  hacl  been  prin- 
cipally instituted.  Quitting  his  rifle  ho 
now  essayed  to  raise  her  in  his  arms.  She 
was  without  life  or  consciousness,  and  the 
impression  on  his  mind  was  that  she  was 
dead. 

While  in  the  act  of  raising  her,  the  tem- 
ble  Wacousta  stood  at  his  side,  his  vast 
chest  heaving  forth  a  laugh  of  mingled 
rage  and  contempt.  Eefore  the  officer 
could  extricate,  with  a  view  of  defending 
himself,  his  arms  were  pinioned  as  though 
in  a  vice ;  and  ere  he  could  recover  from 
his  surprise,  ho  felt  himself  lifted  up  and 
tlii'0%vn  to  a  considerable  distance.  Wlien 
he  opened  his  eyes  a  moment  afterwards, 
he  was  lying  amid  the  moving  feet  of  his 
own  men. 

From  tho  instant  of  the  closing  of  the 
unfortimato  Valletort  with  his  enemy,  the 
Indians,  hastening  to  the  assistance  of 
their  cliief,  had  come  up,  and  a  desultory 
fii-e  had  ah-eady  commenced,  diverting,  in 
a  great  degree,  the  attention  of  the  troops 
from  the  pursued.  Emboldened  by  this 
new  aspect  of  things,  Wacousta  now  deli- 
berately grasped  the  rifle  that  had  been 
abandoned  by  Johnstone ;  aud  raising  it  to 
his  shoulder,  fired  among  the  group  collect- 
ed on  the  ramparts.  For  a  moment  ho 
watched  the  result  of  his  shot,  and  then, 
pealing  forth  another  fierce  yell,  he  hurled 
the  now  useless  weapon  into  the  very  heart 
of  his  pursuers  ;  and  again  raising  Clara  in 
his  arms,  onco  more  commenced  liis  re- 
treat, which,  under  cover  of  the  firo  of  his 
party,  was  easily  eSected. 

"AVlio  has  fallen?"   demanded  the  go- 


vernor of  his  adjutant,  jjerceiving  that 
some  one  had  been  hit  at  his  side,  yet 
without  taking  his  eyes  ofl'  his  terrible 
enemy. 

"Mr.  Delme,  sir,"  was  the  reply.  "He 
has  been  shot  through  the  heart,  and  his 
men  are  bearing  him  I'rom  tho  rampart." 

"This  must  not  be,"  resumed  the  gover- 
nor with  energy.  "Private  feelings  must 
no  longer  bo  studied  at  tho  expense  of  the 
public  good.  The  pursuit  is  hopeless ;  and 
already  too  many  of  my  officers  have  fallen. 
Desire  the  retreat  to-  bo  sounded,  Mr. 
Lawson.  Captain  Wentworth,  let  one  or 
two  covering  guns  bo  brought  to  bear  upon 
tho  savages.  They  are  gradually  increasing 
in  numbers:  and  if  we  delay,  the  party 
will  bo  wholly  cut  oftV 

In  issuing  theso  orders,  Colonel  de  Ilaldi- 
mar  evinced  a  composedness  that  astonish- 
ed all  who  heard  him.  But  although  his 
voice  was  calm,  desj^air  was  upon  his  bro^v. 
Still  ho  continued  to  gazo  fixedly  on  the 
retreating  form  of  his  enemy,  imtil  ho  fi- 
nally disappeared  behind  the  orchard  of  the 
Canadian  of  tho  li^eur  do  Lis. 

Obeying  tho  summons  from  the  fort,  the 
troops  without  now  commenced  their  re- 
treat, bearing  off  tho  bodies  of  their  fallen 
officers  and  several  of  their  comrades  who 
had  fallen  by  tho  Indian  fire.  There  was  a 
show  of  harassing  them  on  thciir  return  ;  but 
they  wero  too  near  the  fort  to  ajsprehend 
much  danger.  Two  or  three  well-directed 
discharged  of  artillory  eSbctually  checked 
tho  onward  progress  of  the  savages  ;  and, 
in  tho  courso  of  a  minute,  they  had  agam 
wholly  disappeared. 

In  gloomy  silence,  and  with  anger  and 
disappointment  in  then-  hearts,  the  detach- 
ment now-re-entered  tho  fort.  Johnstone 
was  only  severely  bruised;  Sir  Everard 
Valletort  not  dead.  Both  were  conveyed 
to  the  same  room,  where  they  were  mstant- 
ly  attended  by  tho  surgeon,  who  pro- 
noimced  the  situation  of  the  latter  hope- 
less. 

Major  Blackwater,  Captains  Blessington 
and  Erskine,  Lieutenants  Leslie  and  Boyce, 
and  Ensigns  Fortescuo  and  Sumners,  were 
now  the  only  regimental  officers  that  re- 
mained of  thirteen  originally  comprising 
the  strength  of  the  garrison.  The  whole 
of  theso  stood  grouped  around  their  colo- 
nel, who  seemed  transfixed  to  tho  spot  he 
had  first  occupied  on  the  rampart,  with  his 
arras  folded,  and  his  gazo  bent  in  the  direc- 
tion in  which  he  had  lost  sight  of  Wacousta 
and  his  child. 

Hitherto  the  morning  had  been  >.old  and 
cheerless,  and  objects  in  the  fiu"  distance 
were  but  indistinctly  seen  through  a  humid 
atmosphere.  At  about  half  an  hour  before 
mid-day  the  air  became  more  rarified, 
and  the  murky  clouds  gradually  disap- 
pearing,    left    tho    blue    autumntil    sky 
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without  spot  or  blemish.  Presently,  as  the 
bells  of  the  fort  struck  twelve  a  yell  as  of  a 
legion  of  devils  rent  the  air ;  and,  riveting 
their  gaze  in  that  direction,  all  beheld  the 
bridge,  hitherto  deserted,  suddenly  covered 
with  a  multitude  of  savages,  among  whom 
were  several  individuals  attired  in  the  Eu- 
ropean garb,  and  evidently  prisoners. 
Each  officer  had  a  telescope  raised  to  his 
eye,  and  each  prepared  himself  shuddering- 
ly  for  some  horrid  consummation.  Pre- 
sently the  bridge  was  cleared  of  all  but  a 
double  Une  of  what  appeared  to  bo  women, 
armed  with  war-clubs  and  tomahawks.  Along 
the  line  were  now  seen  to  pass,  in  slow  suc- 
cession, tho  prisoners  that  had  previously 
been  observed.  At  each  step  they  took 
<and  it  was  evident  they  had  been  com- 
pelled to  run  the  gauntlet,)  a  blow  was 
inflicted  by  some  one  or  other  of  the 
line,  until  the  wretched  victims  wore 
successively  despatched.  A  loud  yell  from 
the  warriore,  who,  although  hidden  from 
view  by  the  intervening  orchards,  were  evi- 
dently merely  spectators  in  the  bloody 
drama,  announced  each  death.  Th'.se  yells 
were  repeated,  at  intervals,  +o  .^oout  tho 
number  of  thirty,  when,  suddenly  xhe 
bridge  was  again  deserted  as  before. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  minute,  the  tall  fi- 
gure of  a  warrior  was  seen  to  advance,  hold- 
ing a  female  in  his  arms.  No  one  could 
mistake,  even  at  that  distance,  the  gigan- 
tic projiortions  of  Wacousta,  as  he  stood  in 
the  extreme  centre  of  tholiridge,  in  imi?os- 
ing  relief  against  the  flood  that  glittered 
like  a  sea  of  glass  beyond.  From  his  chest 
there  now  burst  a  single  yell ;  but,  al- 
though audible,  it  was  fainter  than  any  re- 
membered ever  to  have  been  heard  from 
him  by  the  garrison.  He  then  advanced 
to  the  extreme  edgo  ofthe  bridge;  and, 
raising  the  form  of  the  female  far  above  his 
head,  with  his  left  hand  seemed  to  wave  her 
in  vengeful  triumjjh.  A  second  warrior 
was  peen  upon  tho  bridge,  and  stealing 
cautiously  to  the  same  point.  Tho  right 
hand  of  the  first  warrior  was  now  raised  and 
brandished  in  the  air;  in  the  next  in- 
stant it  descended  upon  the  breast  of  the 
female,  who  fell  from  his  arms  into  the  ra- 
vine beneath.  Yells  of  triumph  from  the 
Indians,  and  shouts  of  execration  from  the 
soldiers,  mingled  faintly  together.  At  that 
moment  the  arm  of  the  second  warrior  was 
raised,  and  a  blade  was  seen  to  glitter  in 
the  sunshine.  His  arm  descended,  and 
Wacousta  was  observed  to  stagger  forward 
and  fall  heavily  into  the  abyss  into  which 
his  victim  had  the  instant  before  been  pre- 
cipitiited.  Another  loud  yell,  but  of  dis- 
appointment and  anger,  was  heard  drown- 
ing that  of  exultation  pealed  by  the  trium- 
phant warrior,  who,  darting  to  the  open 
extremity  of  the  bridge,  directed  his  flight 
along  the  margin  of  tlxe  river,  where  a  light 


canoe  was  ready  to  receive  him.  Into  tliia 
he  sprang,  and,  seizing  the  paddle,  sent  the 
waters  foammg  I'rom  its  sides  ;  and,  pursu- 
ing his  way  aci'oss  the  river,  had  nearly 
gamed  the  shores  of  Canada  before  a  bark 
was  to  bo  seen  following  in  pursuit. 

IIow  felt — how  acted  Colonel  de  Ilaldi- 
mar  throughout  this  brief  bnt  terrible 
scene  ?  lie  uttered  not  a  word.  With  his 
arms  still  folded  across  his  breast,  ho  gazed 
ujion  tho  murder  of  his  child  ;  but  he  heav- 
ed not  a  groan,  he  shed  not  a  tear.  A  mo- 
mentary triumph  seemed  to  irradiate  his 
pallid  features,  when  he  saw  the  blow 
struck  that  annihilated  his  enemy ;  but  it 
was  again  instantly  shaded  by  an  expres- 
sion of  tho  most  profound  despair. 

'•It  is  done,  gentlemen,"  he  at  length 
remarked.  "The  tragedy  is  closed,  the 
curse  of  Ellen  Ualloway  is  fulfilled,  and  I 
am — chiklless  ! — Blackwater,"  he  pursu- 
ed, endeavoring  to  stifle  the  emotion  jiro- 
duced  by  the  last  reflection,  "pay  every  at- 
tention to  the  security  of  the  garrison,  see 
that  the  drawbridge  is  again  properly  chain- 
ed up,  and  direct  that  tho  duties  of  the 
troojis  be  prosecuted  in  every  way  as  here- 
tofore." 

Leavang  his  oflicers  to  wonder  at  and  pity 
that  apathy  of  mind  that  could  mingle  the 
iiiere  forms  of  duty  with  the  most  heart- 
rendering  associations.  Colonel  de  Ilaldi- 
mar  now  quitted  the  rampart ;  and,  with  a 
head  that  was  remarked  lor  tho  first  time 
to  droop  over  his  chest,  paced  his  way 
musing  to  his  a2:iartments. 


CHAPTER  XXXV. 

Night  had  long  since  drawn  her  circling 
mantle  over  the  western  hemisphere  ;  and 
deeper,  far  deeper  than  the  gloom  of  that 
night  was  the  desj^air  which  filled  every 
bosom  of  the  devoted  garrison,  whose  for- 
tunes it  has  fallen  to  our  lot  to  record.  A 
silence,  profound  as  that  of  death,  pei'vad- 
ed  the  ramparts  and  exterior  defences  of 
the  fortress,  interrupted  only,  at  long  in- 
tervals, by  the  customary  '-All's  well!"  of 
tho  several  sentiftels;  which  after  tho 
awful  events  of  the  tlay  seemed  to 
many  who  now  heard  it  as  if  uttered  in 
mockery  of  their  hopelessness  of  sorrow. 
The  lights,  within  tho  barracks  of  the  men 
liad  long  since  been  extinguished;  and, 
consigned  to  a  mere  repose  of  limb,  in 
which  the  eye  and  heart  shared  not,  the  in- 
ferior soldiery  pressed  their  rude  couches 
with  spirits  worn  out  by  a  succession  of 
painful  excitements,  and  frames  debilitat- 
ed )jy  much  abstinence  and  watching.  It  was 
an  hour  at  which  sleei^  was  wont  to  afford 
them  tho  blessing  of  a  temporary  forgetful- 
ness  of  endurances  that  weighed  the  more 
heavily  as  they  were  believed  to  be  endless 
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and  without  fruit ;  but  sloop  had  now  ap- 
parently been  banished  from  all ;  for  tho 
low  and  confused  murmur  that  mot  the  ear 
from  the  several  block-houses  was  conti- 
nuous and  general,  betraying  at  times,  and 
in  a  louder  key,  words  that  bore  reference 
to  tho  trsigio  occurrences  of  the  day. 

The  only  lights  visible  in  tho  fort  proceed- 
ed from  the  guard-house  and  a  room  adjoin- 
ing that  of  tlie  ill-fated  Charles  do  Ualdi- 
mar.  Within  tlio  latter  were  collected, 
with  tho  exception  of  tho  governor,  and 
grouped  around  a  bed  on  which  lay  one  of 
their  companions  in  a  nearly  expiring  state, 
the  officers  of  tho  garrison,  reduced  nearly 
one  third  in  number  since  we  lirst  offered 
them  to  the  notice  of  our  readers.  Tho  dy- 
ing man  was  Sir  Everard  Valletort,  who, 
supported  by  pillows,  was  concluding  a 
narrative  that  had  chained  the  earnest  at- 
tention of  his  auditory,  even  amid  tho  deep 
and  heartfelt  sympathy  perceptible  in  each 
for  the  forlorn  and  hopeless  condition  of 
the  narrator.  At  tho  side  of  the  unhappy 
baronet,  and  enveloped  in  a  dressing 
gown,  as  if  recently  out  of  bed,  sat,  reclin- 
ing in  a  rude  elbow  chair,  one  whoso  pallid 
countenance  denoted  that,  although  ftu-  less 
seriously  injured,  ho,  too,  had  sutiered  se- 
verely : — it  was  Lieutenant  Johnstone. 

The  narrative  was  at  length  closed ;  and 
the  officer,  exhausted  by  the  efFo.-t  he  had 
made  in  his  anxiety  to  conununicate  every 
particular  to  bis  attentive  and  surprised 
companions,  had  sunk  back  upon  his  pillow, 
when,  suddenly,  the  loud  and  unusual 
' '  Who  comes  there  ? "  of  the  sentinel 
stationed  on  the  rampart  above  the  gate- 
way arrested  every  ear.  A  moment  of 
pauso  succeeded,  when  again  was  hoard  the 
"  Stand  friend  1"  evidently  given  in  reply 
to  the  familiar  answer  to  the  original  chal- 
lenge. Then  were  audible  rapid  movements 
in  the  guard-house,  as  of  men  aroused  from 
temporary  slumber,  and  hastening  to  the 
point  whence  the  voice  proceeded. 

Silently  yet  hurriedly  the  officers  now 
quitted  the  bedside  of  the  dying  man,  leav- 
ing only  the  surgeon  and  the  invalid  John- 
stone behind  them ;  and,  flying  to  the  ram- 
part, stood  in  the  next«ninuto  confounded 
with  the  guard,  who  were  already  grouped 
round  the  challenging  sentinel,  bending 
their  gaze  eagerly  in  the  direction  of  the 
road. 

"What  now,  man? — whom  have  you 
challenged  ?' '  asked  Major  Blackwater, 

"  It  is  I — De  llaldimar, ' '  hoarsely  exclaim- 
ed one  of  four  dark  figures  that,  hitherto 
unnoticed  by  the  officers,  stood  immediate- 
ly beyond  the  ditch,  with  a  burden  depo- 
sited at  their  feet.  "Quick,  Blackwater, 
let  us  in  for  God's  sake  !  Each  succeeding 
minute  may  bring  a  scouting  party  on  our 
track.    Lower  the  drawbridge  !" 

" Impossible  1"    exclaimed   the    major: 


"after  all  that  has  passed,  it  is  moj 
than  my  commission  is  worth  to  lower  tl| 
bridge  without  permission.  Mr.  Lawsor 
quick  to  the  governor,  and  report  tha 
Captain  do  llaldimar  is  here  :  with  whod 
shall  wo  say?"  again  addressing  the uni)ii| 
tient  and  almost  indignant  officer. 

"With  Miss  de  llaldimar,  Francois  thd 
Canadian,  and  one  to  whom  wo  all  owo  ouil 
lives, ' '  hurriedly  returned  the  officer  ;  and 
you  may   add,"    he    continued   gloomily,! 
"  the  corpse  of  my  sister.     But  while  wol 
stand  in  parley  here  wo  are  lost :  LawsonI 
fly  to  my  father,  and  tell  him  wo  wait  fori 
entrance." 

With  nearly  tho  speed  enjoined  the  ad- 1 
jutant  departed.    Scarcely  a  minute  elapsed  | 
when  ho  again  stood  upon  the  rampart,  and 
advancing  closely  to  the  major,  whispered  a 
few  words  in  his  ear. 

"  Good  God !  can  it  be  possible  ?  When? 
How  came  this  ?  but  we  will  enquire  later. 
Open  tho  gate ;  down  with  the  bridge, 
Leslie,"  addressing  the  officer  of  the  guard. 

The  command  was  instantly  obeyed.  The 
officers  flew  to  receive  the  fugitives ;  and  as 
tho  latter  crossed  the  drawbridge,  tho  light 
of  a  lantern,  that  had  been  brought  from  tho 
guard-room,  flashed  full  upon  the  harassed 
countenances  of  Captain  and  Miss  do  llal- 
dimar, Francois  the  Canadian,  and  tho  de- 
voted Uucanasta. 

Silent  and  melancholy  was  the  greeting 
that  took  place  between  the  parties:  tho 
voice  spoke  not ;.  the  hand  alone  was  elo- 
quent ;  butit  was  in  the  eloquence  of  sorrow 
only  that  it  indulged.  Pleasure,  even  in 
this  almost  despaired  of  re-union,  could  not 
bo  expressed  ;  and  even  the  eye  slirank  from 
mutual  encounter,  as  if  its  very  glance  at 
such  a  moment  were  sacrilege.  Recalled 
to  a  sense  of  her  situation  by  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  men  to  raise  the  bridge,  the 
Indian  woman  was  the  first  to  break  the 
silence. 

"TheSaganaw  is  safe  within  his  fort,  and 
the  girl  of  the  i^ale  faces  will  lay  her  head 
upon  his  bosom,"  she  remarked  solemnly. 
"  Oucanasta  will  go  to  her  solitary  wigwam 
among  tho  red  skins." 

The  heart  of  Madeline  de  llaldimar  wag 
opiDressed  by  the  weight  of  many  griefs  j 
yet  she  could  not  see  the  generous  preser- 
ver of  her  life,  and  the  rescuer  of  the  body 
of  her  ill-fated  cousin  depart  without  emo- 
tion. Drawing  a  ring  of  somo  value  and 
great  beauty,  from  her  finger,  which  she  had 
more  than  once  observed  the  Incban  to  ad- 
mire, she  placed  it  on  her  hand ;  and  then 
throwing  herself  on  the  bosom  of  the  faith- 
ful creature,  embraced  her  with  deep  mani- 
festations of  affection,  but  without  uttering 
a  word. 

Uucanasta  was  sensibly  gratified:  she 
raised  her  large  eyes  to  heaven  as  if  in 
thankfulness ;  and  by  the  light  of  the  Ian- 
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)    tern,  which  fell  upon  her  dark  but  cxpres- 
*  eivo  countenance,    tears  were  to  bo  seen 
starting  unbidden  from  their  source. 

Released  from  tho  embrace  of  her  whose 
life  Bho  liad  twice  preserved  at  imminent 
peril  to  her  own,  tho  Indian  again  prepared 
to  depart;  but  there  was  another,  who,  like 
Madeline,  although  etriikcn  by  many  sor- 
rows, could  not  forego  tho  testimony  of  his 
heart's  gratitude.  Captain  do  JJuldimnr, 
who  during  this  short  pceno  had  despatched 
a  messenger  to  his  room  for  the  pur])ose, 
now  advanced  to  tho  poor  girl,  bearing  a 
j  short  but  elegantly  mounted  dagger,  which 
'!  he  begged  her  to  deliver  as  a  tolcoa  of  friend- 
■  ship  to  the  young  chief,  her  brother,  lie 
then  dropped  on  ono  knee  at  her  feet,  and 
raising  her  hand,  pressed  it  fervently  against 
his  heart ;  an  action  which,  even  to  tho  un- 
tutored mind  of  tho  Indian,  boro  evidence 
only  of  tho  feeling  that  prompted  it.  A 
heavy  sigh  escaped  her  laboring  chest ;  and 
as  tho  officer  nowroso  and  quitted  her  hand 
she  turned  slowly  and  with  dignity  from 
him,  and  crossmg  the  drawbridge,  was  in 
a  few  minutes  lost  in  the  surrounding 
gloom. 

Our  readers  have  doubtless  anticipated 
the  communication  made  to  Major  Black- 
water  by  tho  Adjutant,  Lawson.  Bowed 
down  to  the  dust  by  the  accomplishment  of 
the  curse  of  Ellen  llalloway,  the  inflexibi- 
lity of  Colonel  de  Ilaldimar's  pride  was  not 
proofagainst  the  utter  annihilation  wrought 
to  his  hopes  as  a  father  by  the  unrelenting 
hatred  of  the  enemy  his  early  falsehood 
and  treachery  had  raised  up  to  him.  When 
the  adjutant  entered  his  apartment,  the 
stony  coldness  of  his  cheek  attested  he  had 
been  dead  for  some  hours. 

We  pass  over  the  few  days  of  bitter  trial 
that  succeeded  to  the  restoration  of  Captain 
de  Ilaldimar  and  his  bride  to  their  friends ; 
days  during  which  were  consigned  to  the 
same  grave  the  bodies  of  the  governor,  hie 
lamented  children,  and  the  scarcely  less  re- 
gretted Sir  Everard  Valletort.  The  funeral 
service  was  attempted  by  Captain  Blessing- 
ton  ;  but  the  strong  affection  of  that  excel- 
lent officer,  for  three  of  the  defunct  parties 
at  least,  wasnot  armed  against  the  trial.  He 
had  undertaken  a  task  far  beyond  his 
strength ;  and  scarcely  had  commenced,  ore 
he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  perfor- 
nance  of  the  ritual  to  the  adjutant.  A 
large  grave  had  been  dug  close  under  the 
rampart,  near  the  fatal  flag-staff,  to  receive 
the  bodies  of  their  deceased  friends ;  and, 
as  they  were  lowered  successively  into  their 
Jast  earthly  resting  place,  tears  fell  unres- 
trainedly over  the  bronzed  cheeks  of  the 
oldest  soldiers,  while  many  a  female  sob 


blended  with  and  gave  touching  solemnity 
to  tho  scene. 

On  tiio  morning  of  the  third  day  from 
thisquadruj)le  inteimont,  notice  was  given 
by  ono  of  tlio  Hentiuela  that  an  Indian  was 
approaching  tho  fort,  makingsigns  as  if  in 
demand  for  u  parley.  The  oflicers,  headed 
by  Major  Black  water,  now  become  tho  com - 
mandantof  tho  place,  immediately  ascended 
tho  rampart,  when  the  stranger  was  atonce 
recognized  by  Captain  de  Ilaldimar  for  the 
young  Ottawa,  tho  preserver  ot  his  life,  and 
tho  avenger  of  tho  deaths  of  those  they 
mourned,  in  whose girdlowasthrudtinseem- 
ing  pride,  tho  rioljy  mounted  dagger  that 
officer  had  caused  to  bo  conveyed  to  him 
throughhisnoless  generous  sister.  A  long 
conference  ensued,  in  the  language  of  the 
Ottawas,  between  the  parties  just  named, 
the  purport  of  which  was  of  high  moment 
to  tho  garrison,  now  nearly  reduced  to  the 
last  extremity.  The  young  chief  had  come 
to  apprise  tliem,  that  won  liy  tho  noble 
conduct  of  tlio  English,  on  a  late  occasion, 
whenjiis  warriors  were  wholly  in  their  power, 
Ponteac  had  expressed  a  generous  deter- 
mination to  conclude  a  peace  with  the  gar- 
rison, and  henceforth  to  consider  them  as 
his  friends.  This  he  had  jiublicly  declared 
in  a  large  council  of  the  chief's,  held  the 
preceding  night ;  and  the  motive  of  tho 
Ottawa's  coming  was  to  assure  the  English, 
that,  on  this  occasion,  their  great  leader 
was  perfectly  sincere  in  a  resolution,  at 
which  lie  had  the  more  readily  arrived  now 
that  his  terrible  coadjutor  and  vindictive 
adviser  was  no  more.  lie  prepared  them 
for  tho  coming  of  Ponteac  and  the  princi- 
pal chiefs  of  the  league  to  demand  a  coun- 
cil on  the  morrow  ;  and,  with  this  final 
communication,  again  withdrew. 

The  Ottawa  was  right.  Within  a  week 
from  that  period  the  English  were  to  be 
seen  once  more  issuing  from  their  fort ;  and, 
though  many  months  elapsed  before  the 
wounds  of  their  suffering  hearts  were  heal- 
ed, still  were  they  grateful  to  Providence 
for  their  final  preservation  from  a  doom 
that  had  fallen,  without  exception,  on 
every  fortress  on  the  line  of  frontier  in 
which  they  lay. 

Time  rolled  on ;  and,  in  the  course  of 
years,  Oucanasta  might  be  seen  associating 
with  and  bearing  curious  presents,  the 
fruits  of  Indian  ingenuity  to  the  daughters 
of  De  Ilaldimar,   now  become  the  colonel 

of  the regiment ;    while  her  brother, 

the  chief,  instructed  his  sons  in  the  athle- 
tic and  active  exercises  peculiar  to  his 
race.  As  for  poor  Ellen  Halloway,  search 
had  been  made  for  her,  but  she  never  was 
heard  of  afterwai'da. 
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